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No. 2001-113

AN ACT

HE 1806

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure)of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes,further providing for costs,for Commonwealthportion of
fines, for qualifications ofjurors and for filling of certainnewjudgeships.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Sections1725.1 and3571(c)of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesarereenactedandamendedto read:
§ 1725.1. Costs.

(a) Civil cases.—Subjectto subsection(f), the coststo be chargedby
district justices in everycivil case,exceptas otherwiseprovided in this
section,shall beas follows:

(1) Actions involving $500or less $30.00
(2) Actions involving morethan

$500butnot morethan $2,000 $40.00
(3) Actions involving morethan

$2,000butnot morethan$4,000 $50.00
(4) Actions involving morethan

$4,000butnot morethan$8,000 $75.00
(5) Landlord-tenantactionsinvolving

lessthan$2,000 $45.00
(6) Landlord-tenantactionsinvolving more

than$2,000but notmorethan$4,000 $55.00
(7) Landlord-tenantactionsinvolving more

than$4,000butnot morethan$8,000 $75.00
(8) Orderof execution $22.50
(9) Objectionto levy $10.00
(10) Reinstatementof complaint $ 5.00

Suchcostsshall includeall chargesexceptthe costsof adistrict justice’s
transcriptof everyproceedingon appealor certiorari (including affidavit
andcertificate) which shall be $2.50 per transcript.Said costs shall not
include, however,the costof postageand registeredmail which shall be
borneby theplaintiff.

(a.1) Custody cases.—Exceptas provided in section 1725(c)(2)(v)
(relatingto establishmentof feesandcharges)andsubjectto subsection(1),
in acustodycase,the court of commonpleasshall, in addition to the cost
providedby generalrule, assessacostof $5.00.Eightypercentof thefunds
generatedby the chargeunderthis subsectionshall be transmittedby the
prothonotaryto the AdministrativeOffice to payfor the implementationof
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section 1904 (relatingtoavailabilityof criminal chargeinformationin child
custodyproceedings).

(b) Criminal cases.—Subjecttosubsection(f), thecoststobechargedby
the minor judiciary or by the court of commonpleaswhereappropriatein
everycriminal case,exceptas otherwiseprovidedin thissection,shallbeas
follows:

(1) Summaryconviction,exceptmotorvehicle
cases $28.50

(2) Summaryconviction,motorvehiclescases,
otherthanparagraph(3) $22.50

(3) Summaryconviction,motorvehiclecases,
hearingdemanded $27.50

(4) Misdemeanor $32.50
(5) Felony $37.50

Such costsshall includeall chargesincluding thecostsof giving adistrict
justice’s transcriptto the prosecutoror defendant,or both, if requested.
Such costsshall not include, however,the costof postageandregistered
mail which shallbepaidby thedefendantuponconviction.

(c) Unclassifiedcostsor charges.—Subjectto subsection(f), thecoststo
be chargedby the minor judiciary in the following instancesnot readily
classifiableshallbeasfollows:

(1) Enteringtranscriptof judgmentfrom another
memberof theminorjudiciary $5.00

(2) Marryingeachcouple,makingrecordthereof,
andcertificateto theparties $25.00

(3) Grantingemergencyreliefpursuantto 23 Pa.C.S.
Cli. 61 (relating to protectionfromabuse) $10.00

(4) Issuingasearchwarrant(exceptasprovided
in subsection(d)) $10.00

(5) Any otherissuancenototherwiseprovidedfor
in thissubsection $10.00
(d) Searchwarrants.—Ineverycasewherea searchwarrantisrequested

by apolice officer, constableor otherpeaceofficer engagedas suchin the
employor serviceof theCommonwealthor any of its political subdivisions,
nocostor chargeshallbeassessedagainstsuchofficer, theCommonwealth
or political subdivisionfor theissuanceof suchsearchwarrant.

(e) Fishandboatingoffenses.—
(1) Exceptas providedin paragraph(2), any personconvictedof a

summaryoffenseunderTide 30 (relatingto fish) shall, in additionto the
fine imposed,be sentencedto pay$10 ascostsof the issuingauthority
which costs shall include all chargesincluding, whencalled for, the
costsof postageandregisteredor certifiedmail andthecostsof giving a
transcriptto theprosecutoror defendant,or both, if requested.

(2) Wherethepersonchargedwitha summaryoffenseunderTide 30
demandsahearing,thecostsof theissuingauthorityshallbe $15,which
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costs shall include all charges including the chargesspecified in
paragraph(1).
(1) Annualincreasein costs.—EBeginning]

(1) Except as’ providedin paragraph(2), beginning on January1,
1994,and eachJanuary1 thereafter,the costsundersubsections(a), (b)
and(c) shallbeincreasedby thepercentageof increasein theConsumer
Price Index for Urban Workers for the immediateprecedingcalendar
yearwhich shall be publishedin the PennsylvaniaBulletin annuallyby
the SupremeCourt on or before the precedingNovember 30. This
subsectionshallexpireJanuary1, [2001] 2010.

(2) For the cost increaseto be effectivefor calendaryear 2002
only, the costsundersubsections(a), (b) and(c) shall be increasedby
the percentageof increasein the ConsumerPrice Indexfor Urban
Workers for calendaryear 2000 which shall be published by the
SupremeCourt in the PennsylvaniaBulletin assoonaspossibleafter
enactment.Theincreasefor calendaryear2002 only shallbeeffective
onemonthafterpublication in thePennsylvaniaBulletin.

§ 3571. Commonwealthportionof fines,etc.

(c) Costsin district justiceproceedings.—
(1) Costscollectedbyadistrictjusticeshallbetransmittedmonthlyto

the Commonwealthin amountsas prescribedin subsection(b) andthe
balance shall be transmittedmonthly to the county in which the
magisterialdistrict is located.Coststransmittedto the Conunonwealth
shall be creditedto the GeneralFund. Coststransmittedto the county
shallberetainedby thecountyfor its use.

(2) Amountspayableto theCommonwealth:
(i) Summaryconviction,exceptmotorvehiclecases $10.00
(ii) Sununaryconviction,motorvehiclecasesother

thansubparagraph(iii) $10.00
(iii) Summaryconviction,motorvehiclecases,

hearingdemanded $10.00
(iv) Misdemeanor $13.00
(v) Felony $20.00
(vi) Assumpsitor trespassinvolving:

(A) $500orless $12.50
(B) Morethan$500butnot morethan

$2,000 $20.00
(C) Morethan$2,000butnot more

than$4,000 $30.00
(D) Morethan$4,000but notmore

than$8,000 $50.00
(vii) Landlord-tenantproceedinginvolving:

(A) $2,000or less $20.00
(B) Morethan$2,000butnot morethan$4,000 $25.00
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(C) Morethan$4,000butnotmorethan$8,000 $35.00
(viii) Objectionto levy $5.00
(ix) Orderof execution $15.00
(x) Issuingasearchwarrant(exceptasprovided

in section1725.1(d)(relatingto costs)) $7.00
(xi) Orderof possession $15.00

(3) In all caseswhere costs are borneby the countypursuantto
section 1725.2(relating to assumptionof summaryconviction costsby
county),no shareof suchcostsshallbepayableto theCommonwealth.

(4) [Beginning]Exceptasprovidedin paragraph(5), beginningon
January 1, 1994, and each January 1 thereafter, the costs under
paragraph(2) shall be increasedby the percentageof increasein the
ConsumerPriceIndex for UrbanWorkersfor the immediatepreceding
calendaryear which shall be publishedin the PennsylvaniaBulletin
annuallyby theSupremeCourton or beforetheprecedingNovember30.
ThisparagraphshallexpireJanuary1, [2001]2010.

(5) For the cost increaseto be effectivefor calendaryear 2002
only, the costs under paragraph (2) shall be increased by the
percentageof increase in the Consumer Price Index for Urban
Workers for calendar year 2000 which shall be published by the
SupremeCourt in the PennsylvaniaBulletin assoonaspossibleafter
enactment.The increasefor calendaryear2002only shall be effective
onemonth afterpublicationin the PennsylvaniaBulletin.

Section2. Section4502of Title 42isamendedto read:
§ 4502. Qualificationsofjurors.

(a) Generalrule.—Everycitizen of this Commonwealthwho is of the
requiredminimum agefor voting for Stateor local officials andwhoresides
in the county shall be qualified to serve as a juror therein unless such
citizen:

(1) is unable to read, write, speak and understandthe English
language;

(2) is incapable,by reasonof mentalor physicalinfirmity, to render
efficient juryservice;or

(3) hasbeenconvictedof a crimepunishableby imprisonmentfor
more than one year and has not been granteda pardonor amnesty
therefor.
(b) Definition.—For purposesof this section, “convicted of a crime

punishableby imprisonmentfor more than oneyear” doesnot include a
convictionfor any offenseunderor violation of theformeractofMay 1,
1929 (P.L.905,No.403),knownasThe Vehicle Code,or theformeractof
April 29, 1959 (P.L.58, No.32), known as The Vehicle Code, which
offenseor violation, ~fit hadbeencommittedafterJuly1, 1977:
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(1) wouldhave beensubstantially similar to an offensecurrently
gradedasa summaryoffenseunder 75 Pa.C.S.(relating to vehicles);
or

(2) wouldnot havebeena violationoflaw.
Section3. Notwithstandingthe provisionsof section 7(b)(1) and(2)(i)

of the act of December20, 2000 (P.L.742, No.105), entitled “An act
amendingTitle 42 (Judiciaryand Judicial Procedure)of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,further providing for the numberof judgesof the
courts of common pleas in certain judicial districts; providing for
reimbursementfor common pleas court costs and for judgment by
confessionfiled againstincorrectlyidentifieddebtors;furtherprovidingfor
countyjudicial centeror courthouse,for compositionof investigatinggrand
jury and for confidentialcommunicationswith sexual assaultcounselors;
providing for confidential communicationsto crime stopper or similar
anticrimeprogram;andfurtherproviding for exemptionfrom attachmentof
retirement funds and accounts,” the new judgeshipsauthorized by 42
Pa.C.S.§ 911(a)(relating to courtsof commonpleas)andinitially filled by
electionat the2001 municipalelectionshallbecreatedon January7, 2002.

Section4. The reenactmentand amendmentof 42 Pa.C.S.§~1725.1
and3571(c)shallberetroactiveto January1, 2001.

Section5. This actshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The17thdayof December,A.D. 2001.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


