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AmendingTitle 30 (Fish) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,further
defining “passenger-carryingboat”;requiring the establishmentof amandatory
boatereducationprogram;andfixing additional fees.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Thedefinition of “passenger-carryingboat” in section102of
Title 30 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amendedtoread:
§ 102. Definitions.

Subject to additional definitions containedin subsequentprovisionsof
this title which are applicable to specific provisions of this title, the
following wordsandphraseswhen usedin this title shall have,unlessthe
context clearly indicatesotherwise,the meaningsgiven to them in this
section:

“Passenger-carryingboat.” Any boat that carries more than six
passengerseither for hire or as part of a commercialenterprise. The
following personsshall not be counted in determining the number of
passengers:

(1) Theowneror hisrepresentative.

(2) The operatorand bona fide membersof the crew who have
contributedno considerationfor their carriageand whomaybe paidfor
their services.

(3) Any gueston boardaboatusedexclusivelyfor pleasurepurposes
who hasnot contributedanyconsideration,directlyor indirectly, for his
carriagewhentherearenootherpassengerson boardwhohavepaidany
such considerationandwhenonly the owner or ownersof the boatare
bearingthecostsof operatingtheboat.

The term shall not includeany boat operatedexclusivelyas a part cia
cavernoperation.

Section2. Section5103 of Title 30is amendedtoread:
§ 5103. Boatingeducation[programsi.

[The commission may inauguratea comprehensiveboating safety
andboatingeducationalprogramandseekthe cooperationof organized
boaters,theFederalGovernmentandotherstates.The commissionmay
issuesafety certificatesto adultsandminorswho completecoursesin
boatingsafetyeducation.1

(a) Mandatory program of boatereducation.—Exceptas otherwise
providedin this section,on or afterJanuary 1, 2003,anypersonborn on
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or after January 1, 1982, shall not operate, on the waters of this
Commonwealth,a motorboat without first obtaining a certificate of
boatingsafetyeducation.

(b) Compliance.—Anypersonwho is subject to the provisionsof
subsection(a) shall:

(1) possess the certificate of boating safety education when
operatinga vesselon watersofthisCommonwealth;and

(2) showthe certificateon the demandofa waterwaysconservation
officeror otherlaw enforcementofficer.
(c) Exemptions.—Thefollowing persons are exemptfrom the

requirementsofthissection:
(1) A personwho is a residentofanotherstateand whois visiting

this Commonwealthfor 60 days or less in a motorboat that is
registeredin anotherstate~f:

(i) thepersonwasbornbeforeJanuary1, 1982;or
(ii) the personhas been issued a license or boating safety

education certjficate in accordance with the provisions of
subsection(i).
(2) A personwho is visiting thisCommonwealthfor90 daysor less

in a motorboatfroma countryotherthanthe UnitedStates.
(3) A landownerora memberof the landowner’simmediatefamily

operatinga motorboaton waterslocatedwholly withinpropertyowned
by the landowner where there is no publicly owned or publicly
maintainedaccessto thosewaters.

(4) A personwho operatesa motorboatpoweredby an electric
motoror by an internalcombustionmotorof25 horsepoweror less.

(5) Anyotherpersonexemptedby regulationofthe commission.
(d) Operational requirements.—Whena motorboat is operatedfor

pleasureon the watersofthis Commonwealth,the operatorofthat vessel
shall:

(1) possessthe certjficateofboatingsafetyeducation;or
(2) beexemptfrom the cert4ficationrequirementsofsubsection(a).

(e) Commissionduties.—Thecommissionshall:
(1) Promulgateregulationsthat establishcriteria for a courseof

instructionin boatingsafetyeducation~
(2) Administera written or verbal testwhenappropriate.
(3) Coordinate a Statewideprogramof boatingsafetyinstruction

and certification at such times and locations to make courses
convenientfor residents of various counties and to maximize
attendance.

(4) Issueacertificateofboatingsafetyeducationtoa personwho:
(i) passesa commission-approvedcourse in boating safety

education;and
(ii) paysthefeesetforth in section5104(relating tofees).
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(5) Provideboatingsafetyeducationmaterialsto personswhoplan
to takethe boatingsafetycourse.

(6) Replacea lostordestroyedcertificate.
(7) Establishreasonablechargesfor personswho take boating

safetyeducationcoursesconductedby the commissionor commission
volunteers.Suchchargesshall beara reasonablerelationshipto the
costsofprovidingthe courseandthecoursematerials.
(/) Additionalsourcesofinstruction.—Ifapprovedby the commission,

anyofthefollowingmayoffer the courseofinstructionin boatingsafety
education:

(1) Thecommission.
(2) TheUnitedStatesCoastGuardAuxiliary.
(3) TheUnitedStatesPowerSquadron.
(4) A political subdivision.
(5) A municipalcorporation.
(6) An agency.
(7) A publicor nonpublicschool.
(8) A group.
(9) A/inn.
(10) Anassociation.
(11) Anyotherperson.

(g) Validity of cert4ficate.—The certificate of boating safely
education, once issued,shall be valid for the lifetime of the personto
whomit wasissued.

(h) Temporarycertificates.—Thecommissionor its designeemay
issue a 60-day temporarycertificate of boating safety educationto a
personwhohassuccessfullycompleteda boatingsafetyeducationcourse
approvedby thecommission.

(i) Othervaliddocumentation.—.
(1) In lieu ofa cert4ficateofboatingsafetyeducationissuedby the

Commonwealth,a certificate of boating safety educationissued in
anotherstateinaccordancewith criteria oftheNationalAssociationof
State Boating Law Administrators is sufficient to comply with the
requirementsofthissection.

(2) In lieu ofa cert4ficateofboatingsafetyeducationIssuedby the
commission,a license issuedby the United StatesCoastGuard is
sufficienttocomplywith the requirementsofthissection.
(I) Penalty.—Onor afterJanuary1, 2003,a personwhois subjectto

the provisionsof subsection(a) and who operates,on waters of this
Commonwealth,a motorboat in violation of any requirementof this
sectioncommitsasummaryoffenseofthe seconddegree.

(k) Others subject to mandatory education
requirements.—Notwithstandingany otherprovisionofthis section,it is
unlawfulfor a person to operatea watercraft on the waters of this
Commonwealthwithoutcompletinga boatsafetyeducationcoursewhen:
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(1) A person convicted on one or more boating violations
concerningthe operationof, or safetyequipmenton, a watercraftis
requiredas a condition of probation or sentencingto successfully
completea boatingsafetyeducationcoursethat is offeredor approved
by the commission.

(2) A personis convictedof any of thefollowing boating safety
violationsin the operationofa watercrafi:

(i) negligentoperation;
(ii) recklessoperation; or
(iii) operatingunder the influenceof alcohol, any controlled

substance,combinationof controlledsubstancesor combinationof
controlledsubstancesandalcohol in violation ofthistitle.
(3) lf a personconvictedofthe offensesdescribedinparagraph(1)

or (2) had,prior to the dateof the conviction,previouslycompleteda
boating safety education course or obtained a boating safety
certificate,suchpersonshall, prior to operatinga watercrafton the
waters of this Commonwealth,be requiredto completean additional
boatingsafetyeducationcourse.
Section3. Section 5104 introductoryparagraphof Title 30 is amended

andthesectionis amendedby addingparagraphsto read:
§5104. Fees.

The following feesapply to registrations,licenses,permitsandcapacity
platesandcertificatesissuedunder thispart andthe feescollectedshallbe
depositedin theStateTreasuryin theBoatFund:

(10) Boatingsafetyeducationcertificate,$10.
(11) Replacementboatingsafetyeducationcertificate,$5.

Section4. Thisact shall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPRowi—The9th dayof December,A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


