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No. 2002-211

AN ACT

SB 1325

Amending Title 3 (Agriculture) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated Statutes,
providingfor animalexhibitionsanitation;and imposingpenalties.
The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Title 3 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amended
by addingachapterto read:

CHAPTER25
ANIMAL EXHIBITION SANITATION

Sec.
2501. Definitions.
2502. Sanitationstandards.
2503. Administration.
2504. Penalty.

§ 2501. Defmitions.
The following words andphraseswhen usedin this chaptershallhave

the meaningsgiven to them in this section unless the context clearly
indicatesotherwise:

“Adequatehand-cleansingfacility.” A facility whichhas:
(I) running water and soap or other hand-cleansingmethods

approvedby thedepartment:and
(2) hand-dryingequipmentor disposabletowels.

The termdoesnot includeacommunalbasin.
“Advertise.” To notify thepublicof an eventby:

(1) publication in a newspaper,magazineor other publication of
generalcirculation:

(2) announcementon televisionor radio:
(3) publicmailing or distributionof written material;or
(4) postingof written materialat a location other than the animal

exhibitiongrounds.
“Agricultural fair.” An agriculturalexhibition which is conductedin a

mannerto make it eligible for a grant under the act of July 8, 1986
(P.L.437,No.92),knownas thePennsylvaniaAgriculturalFairAct.

“Animal.” A living nonhuman organismhaving sensationand the
power of voluntarymovementandrequiring for its existenceoxygen and
organicfood.Thetermdoesnot includeafish or anaquaticanimal.

“Animal exhibition.” As follows:
(1) Theterm shallinclude:

(i) an agriculturalfair:
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(ii) apetting zoo:
(iii) an eventwhere animalsaredisplayedon animal exhibition

grounds for view andphysical contactwith humans,if the operator
advertisestheevent;

(iv) an event where animalsare displayed on animal exhibition
grounds for view andphysical contactwith humans,if the operator
chargesan admission fee for accessto the animals: or

(v) an event where animals are displayed on animal exhibition
grounds for viewand physicalcontactwith humans,if thereis a retail
food establishmenton the grounds.
(2) The term shallnot include:

(i) an event, other than an agricultural fair, sponsoredby an
agricultural organizationand held for not more than two days per
year;

(ii) aneventauthorizedby afarmer to permit individuals to view
or have contact with animals the fanner is raising or keepingin the
courseof “normal agricultural operation” asdefined in the act of June
10, 1982 (P.L.454, No.133),entitled “An act protecting agricultural
operations from nuisance suits and ordinances under certain
circumstances,”which is not held on animal exhibition grounds
wherethereis aretail food establishment;

(iii) an event performedor authorized in the normal courseof
operation of an equine boarding,riding or training enterpriseby the
personthat operatesthe enterprise;

(iv) an event performed or authorized on the premises of a pet
store by the personthat operatesthe store:

(v) an event sponsoredby or authorized by arecognizeddog or cat
breedassociation,dog orcatclubor recognizedkennel association;

(vi) an event performed or authorized by an animal rescue
organization,a humanesociety or associationfor the prevention of
cruelty to animals; or

(vii) anevent excludedby regulation of the department.
“Animal exhibition grounds.” The premises on which an animal

exhibition is conducted.
“Operator.” A person that conducts an animal exhibition. The term

includes a person that contracts with another to conduct an animal
exhibition.

“Veterinarian-client-patient relationship.” A relationship in which:
(1) the veterinarian has assumedthe responsibility for making

veterinarymedicaljudgments regarding the health of the animaland the
needfor veterinarymedicaltreatment;and

(2) the owneror caretakerof the animal hasagreedto follow the
instructionsof theveterinarianin relationto zoonoticdiseases.
“Zoonoticdisease.” A diseasewhich is transmissible from an animal to

ahuman being.



1652 Act 2002-211 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

§ 2502. Sanitationstandards.
(a) Minimum.—The following sanitation standardsare required to

minimize therisk of contractingazoonoticdiseaseatananimalexhibition:
(1) An operator shall promote public awarenessof the risk of

contracting a zoonotic diseaseat the animal exhibition and of the
measuresnecessaryto minimize the risk of contraction by posting
appropriatenoticesat theanimalexhibition.

(2) An adequatehand-cleansingfacility for adultsandchildren shall
beconvenientlylocatedon the animalexhibition grounds.The operator
shall post appropriatenoticeswhich designatethelocation of the hand-
cleansingfacility requiredby thisparagraphandencouragethecleansing
of handsafter touchinganimals,usingtherestroomandbeforeeating.

(3) A personmaynot bring an animalto an animalexhibitionunless
thepersonhasanestablishedveterinarian-client-patientrelationship.
(b) Additional.—Thedepartmentmaypromulgateadditionalsanitation

standardsthroughregulations.
§ 2503. Administration.

Thedepartmentshall doall of thefollowing:
(1) Access the Departmentof Health’s aggregatedatareportsand

other informationrelatingto theoccurrenceof zoonoticdiseases.
(2) In consultationwith the Departmentof Health,promotepublic

education and physician awarenessof the risk, and the sanitation
standardsnecessaryto minimize the risk, of contractinga zoonotic
disease.The primaryemphasisof this paragraphshall be the needto
cleansehandsaftercontactwith animalsto reducetheriskof-contracting
a zoonoticdisease.

(3) Promulgateregulationsnecessaryto administerthis chapter.
(4) Implementandenforcethischapter.

§ 2504. Penalty.
(a) Imposition.—Thedepartmentmay assessan administrativepenalty

of up to $500 for eachviolation of this chapteror aregulationpromulgated
underthischapter.

(b) Procedure.—Apenaltyassessedundersubsection(a) shallbe subject
to 2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 5 Subch. A (relating to practice and procedureof
Commonwealthagencies)andCh. 7 Subch.A (relating tojudicial reviewof
Commonwealthagencyaction).

Section2. Thisact shalltakeeffect as follows:
(1) Thissectionshall take effectimmediately.
(2) The addition of 3 Pa.C.S.§ 2502(a)(2)shall take effect July 1,

2003.
(3) Theremainderof this actshall takeeffect in 120days.

APPROVED—The9thdayof December,A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


