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No. 2004-61

AN ACT

HB 2378

Designatinga portion of StateRoute 4013 in Blair County as the JackE. Kuhn

MemorialHighway.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. JackE. Kuhn MemorialHighway.
(a) Findings.—TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresas follows:

(1) JackE. Kuhn was born on June10, 1919, in the City of Altoona
andled an exemplarylife of serviceto his family, communityandcountry.

(2) In 1939 JackKuhn enlistedin the PennsylvaniaNationalGuard
104th HorseCavalry, 28th Division. On March 10, 1942, four months
afterthebombingof PearlHarbor,JackKuhn enlistedin theUnitedStates
Army. On April 1, 1943,he begantraining along with threeofficers and
65 enlisted men as part of the D Company2nd RangerBattalion. D
Companywasdispatchedandinvolved in theassaulton PointeDu Hoc in
Franceon June6, 1944,now known asD-Day.

(3) As part of this battle, Jack Kuhn andhis fellow Rangersrope-
climbed thecliffs while Germansoldiersbombardedthem with grenades
andmachinegun andrifle fire. The Rangersnever gaveup andreached
thetopof the cliffs, pushingthe Germansback.JackKuhnandhisplatoon
leaderwerechargedwith the task of finding the 155 mm gunsthatwere
being usedto decimatethe landing troops. JackKuhn’s bravery, while
facingwhatmany felt wascertaindeath,disarmedfive of the six 155 mm
gunsandsavedcountlesslives of his fellow soldiers.

(4) Within minutesof immobilizing the 155 mm guns, the German
infantry surrounded the men of D Company, who were without
communicationand dangerouslylow on ammunition, and pinned them
down for morethan 48 hoursuntil they were relieved.By theendof the
battle,D Companywas left with only 15 outof the65 men.

(5) JackKuhn andthe remainingmembersof D Companywenton to
fight in theBattleof Brest,whereJackwasinjured andwastold hewould
be shippedhome.JackKuhn,not willing to leavehiscompanybehindand
be senthome,founda wayto rejoin theD Companyin Belgiumandwent
on to fight in eightmoremajorbattles,includingthe famousBattleof the
Bulge, where D Company once again suffered many casualties.D
Companymarchedall the wayto Pilsen,Czechoslovakia,by the endof
thewar.

(6) Jack Kuhn returned home and joined the Altoona Police
Departmenton July 1, 1949, as a patrolman.However, Jack’sdesireto
servehis country led him to returnto the military as a GunnerySergeant
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for the AmphibiousRecon2nd Marine Division FMF during the Korean
War.

(7) JackKuhn receivedtwo Silver Star awards,the BronzeStar,the
Purple Heart, the French Fouragere,the Combat Infantry Badge, the
Presidential Unit Citation, the European-African-Middle Eastern
CampaignMedal and the British Medal of Valor. In 1994 Jack was
inductedinto theRangerHall of Fame.

(8) After his servicein the KoreanWar, Jackreturnedto the Altoona
police force andwenton to becomea DetectiveSergeant,Captainof the
Criminal InvestigationDivision andDeputyChief. He was promotedto
Chief of the Altoona Police Departmentin July 1973 and retired in
August1976.

(9) JackKuhn continuedto servehiscommunityasa schoolbusdriver
until 2001.

(10) JackKuhn, a devotedservant to his family, community and
country, passedawayon December4, 2002,at theageof 83.
(b) Designation.—Theportion of StateRoute4013 known as Chestnut

Avenue in theCity of AltoonaandLoganTownship,Blair County,from 8th
Streetto North 8th Street (Juniata)is herebydesignatedthe JackE. Kuhn
Memorial Highway.

(c) Signs.—TheDepartmentof Transportationshall erect andmaintain
signsatboth endsof the roadwaydesignatedin subsection(b).
Section2. Effectivedate.

This actshalltakeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The2nd dayof July, A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


