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No. 2004-144

AN ACT

HB 2719

Amending Title 23 (DomesticRelations)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
abolishingcommon-lawmarriage;andfurther providing for waiting period after
applicationfor marriagelicense.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections 1103 and 1303 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesare amendedto read:
§ 1103. Common-lawmarriage.

[This part shall not be construedto changethe existing law with
regardto common-lawmarriage.]

No common-lawmarriage contractedafterJanuary1, 2005, shall be
valid. Nothing in this part shall be deemedor taken to render any
common-lawmarriage otherwise lawful and contractedon or before
January1, 2005,invalid.
§ 1303. Waiting periodafterapplication.

(a) Generalrule.—Nomarriagelicenseshall be issuedprior to thethird
dayfollowing the makingof applicationtherefor.

(b) [Exception.—In case of emergency or extraordinary
circumstances,the] Exceptions.—Thecourt may authorizea licenseto be
issuedat any time after the making of the application~.]in the following
cases:

(1) In caseofemergencyor extraordinarycircumstances.
(2) If an applicantis a memberofthe PennsylvaniaNationalGuard

or otherreservecomponentofthe armedforcesofthe UnitedStatesand
is calledor orderedto activeduty with the armedforcesofthe United
States.
Section2. This actshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The23rddayof November,A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


