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No. 2004-159

AN ACT

HB 2155

Amending Title 30 (Fish) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,providingfor
auditing and reporting; and further providing for classesof fishing licenses,
permits relatedtofishing, fishing licensefeesandboatregistrationfees.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Title 30 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amended
by addinga sectionto read:
§ 503. Auditingandreportingrequirements.

(a) Performanceaudit.—Aperformanceauditof the commissionfor
theconcludingfiscalyearshall beconductedby theLegislativeBudgetand
Finance Committeeand shall be submittedto the Gameand Fisheries
Committeeand theAppropriationsCommitteeofthe Senateandthe Game
andFisheriesCommitteeandtheAppropriationsCommitteeofthe House
of Representativesno later than July 1, 2007. After July 1, 2007, the
LegislativeBudgetandFinanceCommitteeshall conducta performance
auditofthecommissioneverythreeyearsno laterthanJuly1.

(b) Annualreport to GeneralAssembly.—Nolater thanJanuary31 of
eachyear the commissionthroughits executivedirector shall submitan
annual written report to the Game and Fisheries Committeeand the
Appropriations Committeeof the Senateand the Gameand Fisheries
Committee and the Appropriations Committee of the House of
Representativeswhich shall include the completebudgetfor the current
fiscalyearandfor thenextfiscalyear. Thecommissionshallmeetwith the
specifiedcommitteesofthe GeneralAssemblyto receiveoral testimonyin
relation to theannualwritten reportswhensorequested.

Section2. Section2702(a)of Title 30 is amendedto read:
§ 2702. Nonresidentandtouristlicenses.

(a) Nonresidentannuallicenses.—Forthe purposesof this chapter,any
personwho doesnot purchasea residentfishing licenseunder section2701
(relating to residentfishing licenses)is eligible for a “NonresidentAnnual
FishingLicense”whentheperson:

(1) Hasappliedto anissuingagentor to thecommission.
(2) Haspaid the issuing agentor the commissiona licensefee and

issuingagentfee set forth in section2715 (relatingto license,permitand
issuingagentfees).

Section3. Title 30 is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
§ 2702.1. One-dayfishing license.
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(a) Generalrule.—Apersonrequired to havea fishing licenseunder
section2701 (relating to residentfishing licenses)mayfish in any waters
of this Commonwealthor in any boundarywatersfor a period not to
exceedonecalendarday (12:01 a.m. to midnight)with a One-DayFishing
Licenseupon paymentof a licensefeeand issuingagentfeesetforth in
section2715(relating to license,permitand issuingagentfees).

(b) Limitationon issue.—One-DayFishingLicensesshallnotbeissued
forfishingduringtheperiodfromApril 1 to April 30 ofanyyear.

(c) Additional stampsand permits required.—Holdersof One-Day
Fishing Licensesshall obtain all required special permits, including
trout/salmonpermitstofishfor trout or salmonandspecialpermits tofish
in LakeErie and tributaries.

Section4. Sections2703(a),2715, 2904(b) and2907.2of Title 30 are
amendedto read:
§ 2703. Possessionanddisplayof licenses.

(a) Generalrule.—No person16 yearsof ageor older shallfish in anyof
the waters of this Commonwealthor in any boundarywaters without first
procuringthe proper licenserequiredby this chapter.The licenseshall be
kept about the person while fishing and shown upon the requestof any
waterways[patrolman] conservationofficer or otherofficer designatedby
thecommission.In additionto showingthelicenseto theofficer, the holder
thereofshall, upondemand,establishhis further identity to the satisfactionof
the officer by producingsome other positive meansof identification. The
commissionmay promulgaterules andregulationsfor thedisplaying of the
licensecertificate,licensebuttonor otherdevice,asit deemsnecessary.

§ 2715. License,permitandissuingagentfees.
(a) License fees.—Thefollowing fees apply to fishing licensesissued

underthischapterandshallbepaid into theFishFund:
(1) ResidentAnnualFishing License,[$16.25]$21.
(2) SeniorResidentAnnual FishingLicense,[$3.25] $10.
(3) SeniorResidentLifetime FishingLicense,[$15.25] $50.
(4) NonresidentAnnualFishing License,[$34.25]$51.
(5) Seven-DayTouristFishing License,[$29.25]$33.
(6) Three-DayTouristFishingLicense,[$14.25]$25.
(6.1) One-DayFishingLicense,$10.
(7) ReplacementFishingLicense,$4.25.

(a.1) Permit fees.—Exceptas otherwiseprovided in this title, the
followingfeesapply to permitsrelatedtofish andfishingandshallbepaid
intothe FishFund:

(1) Trout/salmonpermits,$8.
(2) Residentcharterboat/fishingguidepermit, $100.
(3) Nonresidentcharterboat/fishingguidepermit, $400.
(4) Specialpermittofish inLakeErieand tributaries,$8.
(5) Combinationtrout/salmonpermitandLakeEriepermit, $14.
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(b) Issuingagentfees.—The[following] issuingagent[fees shall]feeto
be retainedby the issuing agentas provided in section2711 (relating to
issuingagents)~:

(1) Issuing agent fee] for fishing licenses[listed in subsection(a),
75g.

(2) Issuing agentfeefor specialpermits, stamps and other fishing
permits not listed in subsection(a), 5O~.]andpermitsshallbe$1.

§ 2904. Permits for protection and managementof particular fish.

(b) Limit on fees.—The[commissionshall not establisha fee in excess
of $5] feeper permit for taking, catching, killing, possession,introduction,
removal, importing, exporting or disturbing of trout and salmon~.] is
establishedin section2715 (relating to license,permit and issuingagent
fees).

***

§ 2907.2. LakeErie fishingpermits.
(a) Permit required.—~On and after January 1, 1995,no] No person

shall fish in the Pennsylvaniawatersof LakeErie, PresqueIsle Bay andtheir
tributarieswithout first procuringan annual special permit for such fishing or
the combinationtrout/salmon/LakeEriepermit.

(b) Fee.—The annual fee and theissuingagentfeefor the specialpermit
issuedin this sectionshall be [$3 plus a service feeof 5O~for the issuing
agent.] asprovidedin section2715(relating to license,permitand issuing
agentfees).

(c) Exemptions.—Personsentitled to free fishing licensesundersection
2707 (relating to disabled veterans) and persons exempt from fishing license
requirementsunderChapter27 (relatingto fishing licenses)areexempt from
therequirementsof this section.Holdersof SeniorResidentLifetime Fishing
Licensesissuedundersection2701(relatingto residentfishing licenses)shall
meet the requirements of this section by purchasing one annualspecial permit
which shall be valid for the licensee’slifetime.

(d) Regulations.—Thecommission may promulgate regulations for the
display of the specialpermit andmannerin which it may be affixed to the
fishing licenseor carriedwith the licensee.

(e) Penalty.—Anypersonviolating theprovisionsof this sectionor the
regulationspromulgatedhereundercommits a summaryoffenseof the third
degree.

[(f) Proceedsfrom special permit.—The proceedsfrom the special
permits issued under this section shall be deposited into a restricted
account within the Fish Fund, which account shall be used for paying
recompenseto holders of gill net licensesfor boundary lakes as provided
in section2903(h) (relating to gill nets)and for the costsof administering
the recompenseand special permit programs. The holders of gill net
licenses shall have until July 10, 2002, and no later to accept the
recompense payment calculated as provided in section 2903(h). The
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balancein the restrictedaccountshall be usedto acquirepropertyand
to provide public fishingaccesson or at LakeErie, its tributariesand
PresqueIsle Bay.

(g) Termination of permit requirement.—Thespecial permit
programestablishedby thissectionshallterminatewhenthecommission
determinesthat sufficient funds have been raised to defray the
recompenseandspecialpermitprogramcosts,providedthat in no event
shallspecialpermitsberequiredon or afterJanuary1, 2001.

(h) Accounting.—The commission shall provide an annual
accountingof the permit program to the Committee on Game and
Fisheriesin theSenateandthe Committeeon GameandFisheriesin the
Houseof Representatives.]

(1.1) LakeErie permits.—Theproceedsfrom thefeesfor the special
Lake Erie fishing permits as providedfor under section 2715(a.1)(4)
(relating to license,permitand issuingagentfees)and$6 of thefeesfor
the combinationtrout/salmonpermitsand LakeErie permits asprovided
for undersection2715(a.1)(5)shall bedepositedinto a restrictedaccount
within the FishFundforfiveyears.The restrictedaccountshall beusedto
provide public fishing accesson or at Lake Erie and the watershedsof
LakeErie.

Section5. Title 30 is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
§ 2907.3. Fishingguideandcharterboatpermits.

(a) Generalrule.—It is unlawful for anypersonto operatea charter
boat or fishing guide operation on the waters of this Commonwealth
without first obtaining a charter boat/fishing guide permit from the
commissionand paying the fee specifiedin section 2715 (relating to
license,permitand issuingagentfees).

(b) Issuing agent status.—Holdersof charter boat/fishing guide
permits may be designatedas special issuingagentsfor the purposeof
selling to their customersOne-DayFishingLicenses,Three-Day Tourist
Fishing Licenses,Seven-DayTourist Fishing Licensesand trout/salmon
permits and specialpermitsfor fishing LakeErie and tributariesfor the
feesspecifiedin section2715.

(c) Penalties.—Anypersonwhooperatesasa fishingguideoroperates
a charterboaton the watersofthis Commonwealthwithoutfirst obtaining
the necessarypermit commitsa summaryoffenseofthefirst degreeand
shall, in addition to anyotherfine orpenalty,pay an additionalfine equal
to two timesthe charterboat/fishingguidepermit requiredofthatperson.
Any personviolating any otherprovision of this section or any rule or
regulationpromulgatedunderthis sectioncommitsa summaryoffenseof
theseconddegree.

(d) Regulations.—Thecommission may promulgate rules and
regulationsforfishingguidesandcharterboats.

(e) Deflnitions.—Asusedin this section,the following words and
phrasesshallhavethe meaningsgivento themin this subsection:
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“Charter boat.” A boat operatedas a commercialenterprisewhich
carriespassengersfor hirefor thepurposeoffishingon the watersofthis
Commonwealth.

“Commercial enterprise.” An operation where a person provides
fishing guideor charter boatservicesin exchangefor any consideration;
includingmoney,goodsorservices.

“Fishing guide.” A person who operatesa commercialenterprise
wherebyheguidesor leadsotherpersonsfor thepurposeoffishingon the
watersofthis Commonwealth.

Section 6. Section 5104 of Title 30 is amended to read:
§ 5104. Fees.

(a) General rule.—Thefollowing fees apply to registrations,licenses,
permits and capacity plates andcertificatesissuedunderthis partandthe fees
collectedshallbedepositedin theStateTreasuryin theBoatFund:

(1) Owner registration(motorboatsless than 16 feet in length), [$10]
$13per year.

(2) Owner registration(motorboats16 feetto less than 20 feet), [$15]
$19.50peryear.

(2.1) Owner registration(motorboats20 feet or longer), [$20 per
year.] $26peryear.

[(2.2) Owner registration (boatsnot equippedwith motors),$5
peryear.]

(2.2) Owner registration (boats not equippedwith motors), $9 per
yearor asfixedundersubsection(b).

(3) Duplicateownerregistration,$3 each.
(4) Dealerregistration,$15 eachper year.
(5) Commercialpassengerboatregistration,$25 each.
(6) Licensefor operatorof passenger-carryingboat,$5 each.
(7) Capacityplate,$5 each.
(8) Transferof a multi-yearboatregistration,$5.
(9) Permit for floating structureandprivate aids to navigation,$10

each.
(10) Boatingsafetyeducationcertificate,$10.
(11) Replacementboatingsafetyeducationcertificate,$5.

(b) Fee adjustmentfor nonpoweredboats.—Thefee for owner
registration for boats not equippedwith motorsspecifiedin subsection
(a)(2.2)shall be adjustedfrom time to time to remain equal to thefees
chargedby the Departmentof Conservationand Natural Resourcesfor
boatlaunchpermitsfor Statepark lakes.

Section 7. This act shall apply to all fees for licensesandpermits issued
on or afterJanuary1, 2005.

Section8. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The29thdayof November,A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


