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Establishing the At-Risk Elderly Wireless Emergency Telephone Program;
conferring powers and duties on the Departmentof Aging; and providing
additional powerstothe areaagencieson aging.

The GeneralAssembly of the Con~monwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
This actshallbe knownandmaybecited as theAt-Risk Elderly Wireless

EmergencyTelephoneProgramAct.
Section2. Legislativeintent.

TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresas follows:
(1) TheGeneralAssemblyintendsto establisha programthat provides

at-risk elderly personswith wireless emergencytelephoneservice to
provide immediateaccessto the911 emergencytelephonenumberas well
astheappropriateprotectiveservicesunit at areaagencieson aging.

(2) This act authorizestheDepartmentof Aging to developa request
for proposalfor the purposeof enteringinto a public-privatepartnership
witha wirelesstelecommunicationsprovider.

(3) This act will provideat-risk elderly personsliving independently
in the communitythe accessto emergencycontactsthrough the use of
wirelesstelecommunicationssystemsallowing theat-risk elderlypersons
to continueto live independentlywith the meansto accessnecessary
emergencyservices.

Section3. Definitions.
The following words andphraseswhenused in this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“AAA.” An areaagencyon aging,which actsas the local representative
of theDepartmentof Aging.

“At-risk elderlyperson.” A personwho is atleast60 yearsof ageandhas
beenidentifiedby theareaagencyon agingas a personwho is susceptibleto
or hasa high probabilityof incurring a dangerto that person’sdaily living
routine.

“Department.”TheDepartmentof Aging of the Commonwealth.
“Eligible participant.” A personwho is at least60 yearsof age,who has

been a residentof this Commonwealthfor at least 90 days and who is
classifiedasat risk asidentifiedby anareaagencyon aging.

“Program.” The At-Risk Elderly Wireless Emergency Telephone
Program.
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“Request for proposal”or “RFP.” As defined in 62 Pa.C.S.§ 103
(relatingto definitions).
Section4. At-Risk Elderly WirelessEmergencyTelephoneProgram.

The At-Risk Elderly Wireless Emergency Telephone Program is
established.The departmentshall administerthe program and developan
RFP to provide eachAAA the opportunity to enter into a public-private
partnershipwith wireless telecommunicationscarriers to provide at-risk
elderly personswith immediateaccessto 911 emergencyservicesas well as
theappropriateprotectiveservicesunit.
Section5. Programguidelines.

(a) Local guidelines.—EachAAA that participatesin the programshall
establish specific guidelines regarding the administrative and operating
proceduresof the program, including theacceptanceof eligible participants
andcarryingout the RFPprocess.Participationby anAAA in theprogram
shallbeat theoptionof the AAA.

(b) Services.—TheRFP shall describe the wireless carrier services
sought, including, but not limited to, free wireless service to the 911
emergencytelephonenumberand the appropriatelocal protective services
unit telephonenumber.
Section6. Powersanddutiesofdepartment.

(a) Cooperation.—Thedepartmentin cooperationwith theDepartmentof
GeneralServicesshall developan RFPpursuantto the requirementsof 62
Pa.C.S.§ 513 (relatingto competitivesealedproposals).

(b) Projectdescription.—ThedepartmentshallprovideeachAAA with a
completeprogramdescriptionand theprocurementpolicies andprocedures
developedby the department.

(c) Public notice.—The departmentshall publicizethe programto the
agingcommunity.

(d) Technical assistance.—Thedepartment shall provide technical
assistancethroughprogramimplementationto eachAAA asneeded.
Section7. Effectivedate.

Thisact shalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The7thdayofJuly, A.D. 2006.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


