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No. 2007-66

ANACT
SB915

Amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes;
providing for the establishmentof a grant program for designatedaccredited
veterans’ service organizations,for defraying the costs for wages, benefits,
trainingandequipmentandfor improving outreachand delivery of servicesto
Pennsylvania’sveterans.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section—i. Title 51 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amended
by addinga sectionto read:
§9304. Grantsto veterans’serviceofficerprograms.

(a) Awardallocations.—Fromfundsspecificallyappropriatedfor this
purpose,thedepartmentshall awardgrantsto designatedveterans’service
organizations to support veterans’ service officer programs. Grants
awarded under this section shall be usedsolely to support accredited
veterans’serviceofficersandthe associatedcosts,including:

(1) Wages,benefits,othercompensationandrelatedpersonnelcosts.
(2) Trainingprovidedby accreditedveterans’serviceadvocacystaff
(3) Equipmentto be usedby accreditedveterans’serviceofficer

staff
(b) Programgoals.—Thegoalsoftheprogramshall include:

(1) improvementofthe coordinationand distribution ofveterans’
benefits;

(2) maximizationof the effective and efficient use of taxpayer
dollars; and

(3) increasingveterans’participationin availablebenefitsprograms.
(c) Useofgrants.—Adesignatedveterans’serviceorganizationshall

usegrants receivedunder this section to improve the administrationand
deliveryofservicesto Pennsylvania’sveteransandmeetthegoalssetforth
in subsection(b) by:

(1) Increasing interaction between the veterans’ service
organizationsand the United StatesDepartmentof VeteransAffairs in
order to enhancethedeliveryofservicestoPennsylvaniaveterans.

(2) Increasingthe numberof initial claimsfiled with the United
StatesDepartmentof VeteransAffairs on behalf of Pennsylvania
veteransfor service-relateddisabilitiesorpensionbenefits.

(3) Developingmethodsto increaserates ofrecoverypaidby the
UnitedStatesDepartmentofVeteransAffairs to Pennsylvaniaveterans.

(4) Expanding training opportunitiesfor designatedveterans’
serviceorganizationsandveterans’serviceofficers.
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(5) Increasingeither the numberor percentageof Pennsylvania
veteransenrolled in the Departmentof VeteransAffairs health care
system.

(6) Improving coordination among the veterans’ service
organizationsandwith thedepartmentto assurean integratedapproach
to claimsprocessing.

(7) Improving outreach services to veterans throughout
Pennsylvaniaandeachofits counties.
(d) Eligibiity.—Thefollowing veterans’ service organizationsare

designatedto receivegrantsunderthisprogram:
(1) TheAmericanLegion.
(2) AMVETS.
(3) VeteransofForeign Warsofthe UnitedStates.
(4) DisabledAmericanVeterans.
(5) The department may designate additional Pennsylvania

veterans’serviceorganizations to receivegrants under the program
when:

(i) The veterans’serviceorganizationis a memberof the State
Veterans’Commissionaslisted in section 1 702(b) (relating to State
Veterans’Commission).

(ii) The veterans’ service organization servesas an active
participant in the State Veterans’ Commissionabiding by the
statutoryrulesandguidelines.

(e) Application for allocations.—Veterans’service organizations
eligibleforfunding undersubsection(c) shall submitan annualspending
plan to the departmentin order to beeligible to receiveagrantunder this
sectionconsistentwith theprovisionsofsubsections(b) and (c).

(/) Amountofgrants.—Thedepartmentshall determinethe annual
allocation to eachofthe designatedveterans’serviceorganizationsbased
on the spendingplan submittedunder subsection(e) for the upcoming
fiscalyearand on actual recoveriesfrom thepreviousfiscal year. If the
total appropriation totals less than the collective spendingplans, the
departmentshall prorate the allocations among eligible organizations
basedon thespendingplan andpastperformance.

(g) Procedures,policies and guidelines.—Thedepartment shall
establish procedures, policies, guidelines, forms and reporting
requirementsnecessaryto carry outthepurposesofthisprogramwithin 45
daysof the effectivedateof this section.Procedures,policies,guidelines,
forms and reportingrequirementsestablishedunder this sectionshall be
submittedto the VeteransAffairs andEmergencyPreparednessCommittee
of the Senateand the VeteransAffairs and EmergencyPreparedness
CommitteeoftheHouseofRepresentativesfor theirreviewandcommenL

(Ii) Reportingrequirements.—Onor beforeOctober1 of eachyear,
designatedveterans’ serviceorganizationsparticipating in the program
establishedby this section shall file a written report with the Adjutant
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Generaland theDeputyAdjutantGeneralfor Veterans’Affairs andsend
copiesto the chairmanandminoritychairmanofthe VeteransAffairsand
EmergencyPreparednessCommitteeof the Senateand the chairmanand
minority chairman ofthe VeteransAffairs andEmergencyPreparedness
Committee of the House of Representativesand State Veterans’
Commission.Thereport shallcontain thefollowinginformation:

(1) A description of all veterans’service officer activities, an
accounting of recoveries and a listing of volunteer hoursfor the
precedingCommonwealthfiscalyear.

(2) A proposedbudgetand spendingplanfor the Commonwealth
fiscal yearbeginningon July 1 of theyearfollowingthefiling ofthe
report.

(3) An accountingof its expendituresfromgrantsawardedunder
thisprogram,auditedby a certifiedpublic accountantfor thepreceding
Commonwealthfiscalyear.
(i) Review of reports.—The Veterans Affairs and Emergency

PreparednessCommitteeof the Senateand the VeteransAffairs and
EmergencyPreparednessCommitteeoftheHouseofRepresentativesshall
reviewthereportsfiled by theparticipatingveterans’serviceorganizations.

qj) Audits.—Thedepartmentor theAuditorGeneralmayconductsuch
audits and reviews of the grant program hereby establishedas the
department or the Auditor General determinesto be necessary or
appropriate. Copies of all audit reports or reviews conductedby the
department or the Auditor General shall be made available to the
chairmanand minoritychairmanofthe VeteransAffairs andEmergency
PreparednessCommitteeof the Senateand the chairman and minority
chairmanofthe VeteransAffairs andEmergencyPreparednessCommittee
oftheHouseofRepresentatives.

Section2. This actshall apply to fiscalyearsbeginningon andafter July
1, 2007,whenand if funds arespecifically appropriatedto supportthegrant
programestablishedby this act. The appropriationto the Departmentof
Military andVeteransAffairs for veteransoutreachservicesin section218 of
the act of July 17, 2007 (P.L.499, No.8A), known as the General
Appropriation Act of 2007, shall be disbursed consistently with the
provisionsof thisact. -~

Section3. This actshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The12th dayof December,A.D. 2007.

EDWARD 0. RENDELL


