
92 Aêt 2009-23 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 2009-23

AN ACT
HB 263

Amending the actof April 28, 1978 (P.L.87,No.41), entitled“An actauthorizingthe
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,through the Departmentof Conservationand
NaturalResources,to enterinto suchagreementsand to acquiresuchinterestas
may be necessaryto establish,protectand maintain the AppalachianTrail, and
providingfor the establishment,protectionandmaintenanceof suchtrail,” further
providing for the contentof zoning ordinances;and extendingthe time period
necessaryto implementcertainprovisions.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section4 of the act of April 28, 1978 (P.L.87,No.41),known
asthe PennsylvaniaAppalachianTrail Act, amendedJune 11,2008 (P.L.175,
No.24), is amendedto read:
Section4. Municipalities;powersand duties.

(a) A municipality, as defined in the Pennsylvania Municipalities
PlanningCode,through which the AppalachianTrail passesshall have the
powerandtheir duty shall be to takesuchactionconsistentwith applicable
law, as at leastan interim measure,to preservethe natural, scenic,historic
andestheticvaluesof the trail and to conserveandmaintain it as a public
naturalresource.Suchactionshall includethe adoption,implementationand
enforcementof [zoning ordinances as the governing body deems
necessaryja zoning ordinance the contentof which the governingbody
deemsappropriate to preservethose values. Such municipalitiesmay act
hereunderin that sectionof the municipalitythroughwhich the Appalachian
Trail passeswithoutzoning the entiremunicipality as requiredundersection
605 of thePennsylvaniaMunicipalitiesPlanningCode.

(b) The Departmentof Community and Economic Developmentshall
assistmunicipalities in complying with the provisions of this section by
furnishingtechnicalassistancerelatingto zoning matters.TheDepartmentof
CommunityandEconomicDevelopmentshallnotify eachmunicipalitywhich
is requiredto complywith the provisionsof subsection(e) within 30 daysof
theeffectivedateofthis subsection.

(c) The Departmentof ConservationandNatural Resourcesshall assist
municipalitiesin the identificationandacquisitionofpropertyappropriatefor
a conservation easement or other protection measures and provide
information to municipalities relating to protection measures such as
conservationeasementsand other techniquesthrough its grant programs,
subjectto availability of funding,eligibility and theterms,rules,procedures
andrequirementsthereof.

(d) Municipalities which have not adoptedzoning ordinancesunder
subsection(a) asof theeffectivedateof this subsectionshall receivepriority
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for grant funding under the Land Use Planningand TechnicalAssistance
ProgramoftheDepartmentof CommunityandEconomicDevelopment.

(e) (1) Municipalities shall implement zoning ordinances under
subsection(a) within [oneyearof the effectivedate of this subsectionJtwo
yearsofAugust11, 2008.

(2) A municipalityshall notbe requiredto implementa zoningordinance
undersubsection(a) if, on Ithe effective date of this subsection]August11,
2008,all of the propertyadjoiningtheAppalachianTrail in themunicipality
is:

(i) ownedby theDepartmentof ConservationandNaturalResources;or
(ii) operatedas a gamepreserveby a nonprofit, nonstockcorporation

which is qualified as an exemptorganizationunder section 501(c) of the
Internal RevenueCodeof 1986(Public Law 99-514,26 U.S.C.§ 501(c)).

(3) If title to propertyunder paragraph(2) is transferredor the use of
suchpropertychanges,the municipalityshall implementa zoningordinance
undersubsection(a) within one yearof the date the title to the property is
transferredor theuseof the propertychanges.

Section2. Thisact shalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The17thdayof July, A.D, 2009.

EDWARD 0. RENDELL


