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No. 2009-47

ANACT
HB 1468 I

Designatinga portion of PA Route378 in Bethlehem,kehigh County,asthe FredB.
Rooney Highway; and designatingthe bridge that carries State Route 1008,
known asHenry Road,overBushkill Creekin Bushkill.Township,Northampton
County,asthe William HenryAthertonBridge.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Fred B. RooneyHighway.
(a) Findings.—TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresas follows:

(1) Fred B. Rooneywasborn the sonof anIrish-Catholicimmigrantin
Bethlehem,Pennsylvaniaon November6, 1925, attendedthe city’s public
schoolandgraduatedfrom BethlehemHigh Schoolin 1944.

(2) Fred B. Rooneyserved in the United StatesArmy from February
1944 to April 1946 andserved in the EuropeanTheatreasa paratrooper
duringWorld WarII.

(3) Fred B. Rooneyreturnedhome to the United Statesandearneda
degree in businessadministrationfrom the University of Georgia at
Athens in 1950.

(4) After working in the real estateand insurancebusiness,Fred B.
Rooneywas electedto two termsin thePennsylvaniaStateSenate,from
November5, 1958,until heresignedAugust6, 1963.

(5) While servingas a Senator,Fred B. Roóneydedicatedhis energy
to servingas a full-time legislatorand also serving as chairmanof the
SenateHighwayCommitteefor a time.

(6) Fred B. Rooney won a special election to the Eighty-eighth
Congressin 1963 and serveduntil January3, 1979,after winning seven
succeedingreelectionbids.

(7) While in Congress,Fred B. Rooneywasa staunchadvocateand
supporter for Bethlehem redevelopmentinitiatives, economic aid for
economicallydistressedcommunities,restrictionson importedgoodsand
increasesin Federalaid for education.He wasalso a championof medical
carefor the elderly.

(8) Fred B. Rooney served on the House Interstate and Foreign
CommerceCommittee,and also served as the subcommitteechair on
TransportationandCommerce.

(9) It is largely throughhis endeavorsthat PA Route378 runs through
theCity of Bethlehem.
(b) Designation.—Thatportionof PA Route378 from U.S. Route22 to

the Hill to Hill Bridge in Bethlehem,Lehigh County is herebydesignatedas
the“FredB. RooneyHighway.”
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(c) Signs.—TheDepartmentof Transportationshall erectand maintain
signsto traffic inboth directionsto indicatethe designationundersubsection
(b).
Section 1.1. William HenryAthertonBridge.

(a) Findings.—TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresas follows:
(1) William HenryAtherton is a direct descendantof thehistorically

significant family of Henrygun makers.The Henry family representsfive
generationsof early American gun makerscommencingwith William
Henryof Lancasterin 1729 to Granville Henry in 1912. The HenryGun
Works was located on the Boulton Plantation near Nazareth,
Pennsylvania.

(2) William HenryAthertonretired from a longandsuccessfulcareer
in the aerospaceindustryandhas returnedto reside at the JohnJoseph
Henry House on the Boulton Plantation, which is now home to the
JacobsburgHistoricalSocietyandthePennsylvaniaLong Rifle Museum.

(3) William HenryAthertonhasassumeda leadershipposition on the
Board of Directors for the JacobsburgHistorical Society and has
dedicatedhimself to preservingthe HenryFamily Legacywell into the
future.
(b) Designation.—Thebridge that carriesState Route 1008, known as

Henry Road, over Bushkill Creek in Bushkill Township, Northampton
County, is hereby designatedand shall be known as the William Henry
AthertonBridge.

(c) Signs.—TheDepartmentof Transportationshall erectandmaintain
appropriatesignsat eachendof the bridgeto indicatethe designationunder
subsection(b).
Section2. Effective date.

Thisactshall takeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The9thdayof October,A.D. 2009.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


