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CHAPTER LXXXV.

dn ACT for laying out, making and keeping in
repairs the public roads and highways within
this Commonwealth, and for laying out pris
vate roads. '

WHEREAS, the exifting road law, which
was pafled the twenty-firlt day of March
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and
feventy-two, direfts that the road tax fhall be
levied on the clear yearly value of the property
thereby made taxable, according to the eftimate
thereof made for the laft county tax, affeffed and
levied in purfuance of an alt for raifing coun-
ty rates and levies, pafled the twentieth day of
March, one thoufand feven hundred and twenty-
four and twenty-five: And whereas the aét for
raifing county rates and levies, paffed on the
eleventh day of April, one thoufand feven hun-
dred and ninety-nine, eftablithes a mode of afl-
fefling county rates and levies different from that
of the a& laft aforefaid, by which means it hatl
happened that fupervifors cannot lawfully affefs
and colleét taxes adequate to laying out, im-
proving and repairing the public roads or high-
ways : Wherefore, S

SeQion 1, Be it enafled by the Senate and

Houfe of Evprefentatives of the Cemmonwealth of
Pennfylvania, in General Affembly met, and it is
xzﬁi;ftf?ﬁ. hereby enacted by the authority of the fame, That

.

tain the Jaying the juftices of the court of quarter feffions of
oot Dublic” each county within this commonwealth, on be-
roads. ing petitioned ro grant a view for a public or
private road, fhall have power; and by virtue of

this at are direfted and required, as often as

theg'
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they find it needful, in open court, to order and
appoint fix difcreet and reputable freeholders,
of the inhabitants near where complaint is made -
for want of a private or public road or highway ;
and it fhall be the duty of the freeholders fo ap-

- pointed, to view the ground propofed for the faid
road, and if they, or any five of them, view
the faid ground, and any four of the altual
viewers agree that there is occafion for fuch
road, they fhall proceed to lay out the fame, as
agreeable to the defire of the petitioners as may
be, having refpect to the beft ground for a road,
and the thorteft diftance, in fuch a manner as
to do the leaft injury to private property; and
fhall make report thereof, ftating particularly
whether they judge the fame neceflary for a
public or private road, together with a plot or
draft thereof, and the courles and diftances, and
references to the improvements through which
it may pafs, to the next court of quarter {eflions,
and 1if then and there the jufices of the faid
court fhall approve of the fame, it fhall, at the
court next after that to which the report is
made, be entered on record, and thenceforth
fhall taken, deemed and allowed, as the cale
may be, to be a lawful private or public road or
highway ; the court fhall diret of what breadth g‘zc’c‘&“gcf‘;ect
the road fhall be opened, which fhall not in any i breadth.
cafe exceed fifty feet,

Sec. 2. And be it further enalled by the au- .
thority aforefaid, That the citizens qualified to Srpefiors of
vote for members of the general affembly, thall tobe annually
on the third Saturday of the month of March efted within
next, within their refpefive townfhips, and an- twnfhips.
nually thereafter, elett by ballot, two frechold-
ers or other inhabitants, qualified as aforefaid,
who fhall be fupervifors of the public roads or

n
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and manner of
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refufing to
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“
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highways for the enfuing year; and it fhall be .
the duty of thé fupervifors then in office, in a
fummary way, before a juftice of the peace,
under the penalty of ten dollars, to be recover-
ed for every negle& or refufal, ten days previ-
ous to the third Saturday in March, yearly and
every year, to caufe written or printed notices
to be fet up'in at leaft five of the moft public
places within their refpe@ive townfhips, men-
tioning the time when and the place where the
faid elettion is to be held, which fhall be open-

~ ed between the hours of one and three o’clock

in the afternoon, and kept open until fix o’clock

~ of the fame day, except in the townthip of the

Northern-Liberties, where the fame fhall be kept
open until eight o’clock in the evening; and two
reputable citizens of the townfhip fhall be cho-
fen for judges of the faid eleCtion, who fhall
choofe a clerk to affift them in recording and
cafting up the votes; the judges fhall declare
the two higheft in votes to be duly elefted, and
a certificate of the eleftion, figned by the judges,
fhall by them be forthwith delivered to the fu~

pervifors then in office, whofe duty it fhall be
to deliver the faid certificate into the office of

the clerk of the court of quarter feflions, on or
before the twenty-fifth day of March annually,
and to inform the fupervifors fo chofen, of their
having been eletted and returned, who thall be
the fupervifors for the enfuing year; and if any
{upervifor or fupervifors fo elected, or who fhall
be appointed as herein after dire€ted, being duly
notified of his elettion or appointment as afoie-
faid, fhall negle& or refufe to take upon him or
themfelves the faid office, for every fuch neglet
or refufal, he or'they fo negle@ing or refufing,
fhall forfeit and pay any fum, at the difcretion

-of the court, not exceeding fifty dollars, to be

applied
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applied towards repairing the pubHc roads or
highways within the townthip in which fuch fu-
pervifor refides.

Sec. 3. And be it further enafled by the au- o
thority aforefaid, That if any fupervilor or fu- 77, T80T
pervifors of the public roads and highways, fo ercto be fup-
as aforefaid chofen, fhall refufe, negle, die, or P
remove out of the townthip where any townihip
thall have no f{fupervifor refiding therein, it fhall
be the duty of the juftices of the court of ge-
neral quarter feflions, to ‘appoint a fucceflor or
fucceflors to fupply the vacancy or vacanciess;
and fuch fupervifor or fupervifors fo appointed,
thall have and exercife the fame powers and au-
thorities, and be liable to the fame penalties as -
the fupervifors cletted in purfuance of this ad. °

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That at the ele@tion for Fowthere
choofing fupervifors for each townthip refpec- perviforsgoing
tively, the eleftors fhall, and are hereby en- ot of ofice
joined and required to elet by ballot, four ca-ted.
pable and difcreet frecholders or inhabitants,
qualified to eleft as aforefaid, whofe duty it
thall be to fettle and adjuft the accounts of the
fupervifor or fupervifors whofe time of holding
the office is then about to expire, and the per-
fon or perfons who have ferved the office of fu-
pervifor or fupervifors the preceding year, fhall
on the twenty-fifth day of March yearly, or with-
in ten days thereafter, produce fair and clear ac-
counts of all fuch fums of money by him or
them expended on the highways, and of all
fums of money by him or them received by vir- .
tue of any affefflment or otherwife, and of all
fines and penalties due from themfelves and
others, which have come into his or their hands,
which accounts fhall be entered in a book p&'oi

. viaca,




[ 182 ]

vided for that purpofe, and attefted by him or

them, on oath or affirmation, beforea juftice -

of the peace, if the frecholders, or any two of
them, fhall require the fame ; and the faid free-
holders or inhabitants, fo chofen to {ettle the
accounts aforefaid, or any three of them, fhall
have full power to adjult and fettle fuch ac-
counts fo produced to them as aforefaid, and to
allow fuch fums and charges as they think rea-
Wherethey  {onable, andif there fhall appear to be any mo-
. ney remaining in the hands of the perfon or per-

monies in their fons who have ferved as {fupervifor or fupervilors
hands are to be

prid overs figned by them, or any three of them, dire&

‘the fame to be paid to the fucceeding fupervifor

andwhercin  0r fupervifors ; but in cafe fuch perfons who

advance, how fhall have ferved as fupervifor or fupervifors,
o be reim- . v .

burfed : fhall be found to be in advance for monies ex-

pended on the public roads, and fhall have care-

fully collefted the fums of money affefled and

impofed by virtue of this act, then the faid free~

holders or inhabitants fo chofen to fettle the ac-

_counts as aforefaid, or any three of them, fhall

‘in like manner order the fucceeding fupervifor

vr fupervifors to reimburfe the fame, as foon as

a fufficient fum of money fhall come into their

mode of com-Tyands ; and if any perfon or perfons who thall

Yate o neglic huve ferved in the office of fupervifor, fhall ne-

gent fupervi- ole or refufe to make up and produce fair and

ors to fettle ¢ : )

their accounts, JUSt accounts as aforefaid, or having made up

und produced fuch accounts, fhall negleét or re-

Tufe forthwith to pay the monies which he or

they thall have been ordered to pay as aforefaid,

or fhall not give up. the books wherein an ac-

count of fuch monies have been entered, to their

fucceflors, it {hall be the duty of any juftice of

the peace, on complaint to him made by the

faid freeholders or inhabitants fo chofen to fet-

tle the accounts aforefaid, or by any three of

\ . them,,

as aforefaid, they ifhall, by order in writing,
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them, to commit fuch delinquent or delinquents
to the county gaol until he or they fhall comply
as aforefaid, or be otherwife legally difcharged.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacled by the au-
thority aforgfaid, That it fhall be the duty of Supertifors of
the fupervifors of public roads and highways couniipato
of the refpefive townfhips in this common- afiefsand levy
wealth, to aflefs and levy a tax on all property, 2 iiita wne.
real and perfonal, and on all fuch profeffions, in thedollaron
trades and occupations as are made taxable b 2};::;2;;‘“3&:
the ¢ Act for aflefling county rates and levics,” -
pafled April the eleventh, one thoufand feven
hundred and ninety-nine, not exceeding half a
cent in the dollar, on the real value of all fuch
property, real and perfonal, and the eftimation
of the annual profits of all trades profeffions and
occupations made taxable by the aforefaid act; .
and in affefling and levying the aforefaid tax, 1fale totheir
the fupervifors thall take to their affiftance the townmip af
townfhip afleffor for the time being, whole duty fﬁf‘;‘"‘j His ~
it fhall be to furnith a corre® copy of the laft “""
valuation of property in faid townfhip, and to
give his afliftance in making the faid aflefiment ;
and the amount of taxable property, trades, pro- how uid tax is
feflions and occupations, fhall be taken from the g, PP
laft return of taxable property made in the town-
thip for the laft county tax, and apportioned on
the inhabitants in proportion to the laft corret-
ed apportionment of the county taxes, putinto
the hands of the townthip collettors; and if any
land or other property which might have been
overlooked by, or concealed from the townthip
affeflor, in taking the return of taxable property
for the affeflment of county taxes, come to the
knowledge of the fupervifors, it fhall be their
duty, with the affiftance of the townthip affefior,
to tax the faid property, whether real or perfon- .
al, agreeable to a reafonable valuation ; anic]l Ili

12
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and colledted ; Thall be the duty of the fupervifors, either by
* themfeves or by a proper perfon duly authorifed
by them, to collett the faid tax, and in {o deing,
to call for it at the ufual refidence or place of
abode of the inhabitants, if it is not otherwife
paid; and if a colle&or is appointed, the fuper-
vifors fhall be acountable for the faithful col-
meybgworked le€ton of the tax: Provided always, That it
' fhall be the duty of the faid fupervifors firft to
call upon the inhabitants of their refpedlive
townfhips, by advertifement or otherwife, who
~ are taxed as aforefaid, to attend at fuch times
and places as they may dire&, fo as to give the
faid taxable inhabitants a full opportunity to
work out their refpeétive taxes, but upon their
negle& or refufal fo to do, then the faid fuper-
-vifors to proceed to colleét the taxes as is other-
wife direfted by this aét.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacled by the ou-

Mede of com- thority aforefaid, That if any perfon fo taxed,
mantof  Thall ‘refufe” or negle@ to pay the fame within
the tax : twenty days after being called upon therefor, it
fhall be the duty of the fupervifor or fupervifors, .

to obtain a warrant from any juftice of the

peace of the county (who is hereby authorifed

and required to grant fuch warrant) and to levy

upon the goods and chattels of the perfon or

perfons fo refufing ; and in cafe fuch perfon fhall

not within ten days after fuch levy is made, pay

the fum or fums on him or her aflefled, together

with the charges of making fuch levy, that then

the faid fupervifor or fupervifors may proceed to

fell the goods fo levied on, and out of the mo-

“nies arifing from fuch fale, to pay the tax and

all cofts accruing, rendering to the owner the

ze!lfhfgef}fg?n . overplus, if any fhall remain: Provided never-
sggrieved may 1helefs, That if any perfon or perfons fhall find
#ppeal, & © him, her or themfelves aggrieved with fuch
afleflfment,
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afleflment, it thall be lawful for the juftices, at

the court of quarter feflions next after fuch levy

being made, upon the petition of the party ag-

grieved, to take fuch order thereon, as to them

thall be thought expedient, and the fame fhall”
conclude and bind all parties; and the fupervi-

for or fupervifors, in cafe of fuch appeal, thall

forbear to make fale of the property fo as afore-

faid levied on, until the faid appeal be determin-

ed in the court of quarter feflions.

Sec. 7. And be it further enalted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That if the proportion of Of proceedinge
tax affeffled on unfeated lands in any townfhip, Sree e, =
or any part of it, is'not paid to the fupervifors, lands is not
by or for the owners of faid lands, within fix P
days after the fupervifors have proceeded to col-
le¢t the tax from the inhabitants, it thall be the
duty of . the fupervifors to make out a fair trani-
cript of the amount of the tax remaining un-
paid and due on the feveral tra&ts of unfeated
lands within their refpe&ive townthips, to which
tranfcript the fupervifors fhall fign their names,
and they fhall deliver the fame to the commif-
fioners of the county, and on the reccipt of the
faid tranfcript, the county commiffioners fhall
give unto the fupervifors an order on the county
trealurer for the amount of the taxes remaining
due on the unfeated lands in their townihip,
which order fhall be paid out of the county
taxes forthwith; and the county commiffieners
aforefaid, are hereby direfted and required, on.
the receipt of the tranfcript aforefaid, to pro-
ceed to recover the taxes due on unfeated lands
for public roads and highways, in the fame man-
ner, and with the fame authority as the county
taxes are or fhall be by law direfted to be re-
covered, and fhall caufe the proceeds of the

‘ fame
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_ fame to be paid to the county freafurer, to reim~
. burfe the money paid to the fupervifors of the
roads and highways.

Sec, 8. And be it further enacted by the au-
The tenants of ghorjry gforefnid, That the tenant or tenants, or
non rcfidents :

Jiable for the other perfuns refiding on lands owned by per-

tax, butmay fong not refiding in the townfhip, his, her or
dedudt it out s » 0. .

of their rent; their goods, fhall be liable to be levied on in

manner aforefaid, for the payment of faid taxes;

and where any tenant or tenants thall have ta-

ken, or hereafter may take a leafe of lands or

tenements for cne or more years, and of which

the tenant fhall be in pofleflion at the time of

aflefling or levying the tax for public roads and

highways, and fhall pay the rate hereby impofed

on the {2id lands or tenements fo leafed, in fuch

cafe it fhall be lawful for the tenant or tenants

to deduét the tax out of the rent due or to be-

come’ due, or to recover the fame from the

‘ owner or owners, by ation of debt, with cofts

but contradls ‘of fuit : Provided however, That nothing here-

between land- + . , .
lord & tenane 1 contained, fhall be {o conftrued as to impaix

not to be im- or make void any contract between landlord and

peired. tenant, refpecting the payment of the road tax.

Sec. 9. And be it further enalled by the au-

Of opening & ghority  aforefaid, That the fupervifors of the
highv‘,‘aﬁ,wo. public roads or highways of the feveral town-
curing mate-  {hips within this commonwealth, fhall have pow-
“n % er, and they are hereby enjoined and required
to hire and employ a fufficient number of hands

to make, open and repair all the public roads

within their refpe@ive townthips, which by the

court of quarter feflions of the proper county,

have been, or hereafter fhall be declared public

roads or highways, and to purchafe wood and

all other materials neceflary for that purpofe, to

' . overfee
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open fuch drains or ditches through the fame,
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overfee and dire@ the labourers, and to take
care that the faid roads be forthwith effeGually
opened, cleared and amended.
N

Sec. 10. And be-it further enaffed by the au-
thority aforefaid, That 1t fhall and may be lawful The fupervi-
for the fupervifors aforefaid, or for any other per- oy ©o¥ S
fon by order and dire&tion of the fupervifor or jeining the
fupervifors, to enter on any lands adjoining or }c’ﬁ}‘;‘?’:ﬁeznd
lying near to the public roads and highways drins for car-
within their refpecive townfhips, and to cut or & %1
as he or they thall judge neceflary to carry off
and drain the water from fuch roads, pro-
vided the fame be done with as little injury as
may be to the owner of fuch lands; which drains
or ditches fhall be kept open by the fupervifors,
if neceffary for amending the faid road, and
fhall not be ftopped or injured by the owner of
the land, or by any other perfon or perfons,
under the penalty of any fum not exceeding gf,’l‘)‘;}fggfgf e
twenty mnor lefs than four dollars, for every juring fuch
fuch offence, to be recovered on conviGion ¥
thereof, before any juftice of the peace of the

proper county, with cofts of fuit.

Sec. 11. And be it further enacled by the au- - o
thority aforefaid, That the fupervifors fhall [ ¥ 75 5%
have full power and authority to enter upon any purpofe of dig-
grounds adjoining or lying near the faid pub- §ggehée
lic road ‘or highway fo to be opened, made or the roads;
repaired within their refpeltive towndhips, and ~
to dig or caufe to be dug, any gravel, fand or
ftenes, or to gather any loofe ftones lying on the
faid lands, ashe or they thall think neceflary for.
the purpofes aforefaid, provided that the fame Ju¥ithas
be done with as little damage as may be to the as maybe i
owners of fuch lands, and the faid materials to the ‘;Wf;\g;;ag:
car‘t;y o{fvwithout let, -hindrance or controul }?f the fome

oL. V. 2 B the
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the ownets, he or they the faid fupetvifor or
fupervifors, paying or tendering to the owner
or nwners {o much money as they fhall agree
pow the valwe ypon, for the fame; and if the fupervifor or
afeoreained  Tuperviiurs and the owners cannot agree on the

whese the par- piice of the materials fo wanted for making or
ties cannot r

agree. repairing the roads as aforefaid, then and in

every fuch cafe, fo much money fhall be paid by
the faid fupervifors refpeétively, as any three free-
holders of the townfhip where fuch public road
or highway doth lie, to be chofen by the par-
ties, fhall, or any two of them, eftimate and
adjudge to be the value of the materials fo want-
ed for repairing the faid roads in the refpective
townfhips aforefaid.

Sec. 12. And be it further enatlted ny the au-

Penslty on fu- thority aforefaid, That all and every fupervi--

pervifur for

D e 1o o1 or fupervifors of the highways, who fhall
prform bis  vefufe or nesie® to do and perform his or their
dutys ° guty, as direCted by this a& (and for which
pisialties are not otherwife herein provided)
ibail bs fined in any fum not lefs than four dol-
lars, nor exceeding fifty dollars, to be recover-
ed in a furdmary way, before any juftice of the
peace, of the county, to be applied towards re-
pairing the public roads and highways within
" the refpeltive townthips where fuch fines and
‘appealallowed. penalties are incurred: Provided however, That
if any fupervifor or fupervifors fhall conceive
himfelf or themfelves aggrieved by the judg-
ment of a juftice of the peace, he or they may
appeal, by petition, to the next court of quar-
ter feflions, who thall take fuch order thereon,
as to them fhall appear juft and reafonable, and
the fame fhall be conclufive.

Penalty on

yestons work~ #hority aforefaid, That if any perfon working
< . on

Sec. 13. And be it further enalled by the au-

W
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o - any -road or highway, or being with him, i'!gl on t:‘ﬂf;.
thall afk money or reward, or fhall by any means o;gértiftb,;g
whatfoever, extort or endeavor to extort any money *ﬁ
money or other thing, of or from any perfon ™
travelling upon any public road or hizhway, he

thall for every fuch offence pay to the [upervifvr

»or fupervifors of the faid townthip, the f{ur: of

one dollar, to be recovered by the fupervifors,

or either of them, in a fummary way, before

any juftice of the peace of the relpedtive county,

to be applied to the repair of the roads; and in

cafe any fupervifor thall connive at any perfon fo -
atking, demanding or contriving fo to extort

from. travellers as aforefaid, or fhall himfelf ex-

tort or endeavor to extort money, drink, or

other thing from travellers or any traveller as
aforefaid, every fuch fupervifor fhall pay for

every fuch offence, the fum of five dollars, to

be recovered by any perfon who fhall fue for

the fame, with cofts of fuit, the one hulf to the

ufe of the profecutor, and the other half to and

for the repair of the roads within fuch townihip.

Sec. 14. And be it further enafed by ihe au-
thority afore¢faid, That if a public road ar How individu-
highway thall be carried through any land where- oot
by the owner fthall receive damage, the perfon for duange
who f{uftains fuch damage, may within one year, 2y
but not afterwards, make a reprefentation, by public read
petition, of the damage he has {uftuined, to the f{f{;"f::‘;f’“gh
court of quarter feflions, and the faid court thal
appoint fix difinterefted men to view and ad-
judge the amount of the damage (if any) fuf-
tained, and the faid amount fhall be paid, after
being approved of by the court, by the treafu-
rers of the refpe@ive counties out of the county
ftock : Provided afways, Thatit thall be the du-
ty of the viewers, in aflefling damages, to take
into confideration the advantages derived f?mll
) uch
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faid road paffing through the land of the com-
plainant. :

Sec. 15. And be it further enafted by the au-

Penaltyfor  thority aforefaid, That if any perfon or per-
ofimuiie  fons {hall ftop or obftrut any of the public roads
the highwsys, or highways laid out agreeably to law, or fhall
commit any nuifance thereon, by felling trees,

making fences, or by turning the road, or by

any other way whereby the road or highway

may fuffer damage, and do not, on notice given

. by the fupervifor of the proper townthip, re-

move the nuifance or repair the damage forth-

with, fuch perfon or perfons fhall for every fuch

offence, be fined in a fum not exceeding for-

ty dollars, nor lefs than ten dollars, as the

cafe may require, to be recovered before one

of the neareft juflices of the peace of the pro-

per county, and to be applied to the removing of

the {aid nuifances, or repairing the injury or da-
mage which the road or highway may have fo

fuftained, and the furplus (if any) to beapplied

to the repair of the roads in the refpe&ive town-
thips: Provided always, 'That the {ame appeal
thall be allowed to any perfon or perfons fined
as aforefaid, asis provided by the twelfth feétion
of this aét.

Sec. 16. And be it further enafled by ihe au-

Roads Jid out thority aforefaid, That in cafes where any road
line of two . has been laid on the line which divides two
it;vg?cfhip?nto townthips, or may hereafter be fo laid, the faid
repair at the  Y0ad fhall be made, amended or repaired, as the
joint expence cafe may require, at the joint expence of both of
of both. the townfhips on whofe divifion line the road is
laid; and in cafe the fupervifor or fupervifors

of one of the faid townthips fhall negleét or re-

fufe to join with and affift the {upervifor or fu-

pervifors of the other townfhip, in opening,

' amending

W
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amending or repairing any fuch road, fuch fu-
pervifor or fupervifors fo neglecting or refufing,
thall be liable to the fame penalties as if he or
they had neglected or refuled to open, amend
or repair any public road or highway within his
or theiy refpective townfhip, and the {upervifor
Ao lupervifors of the other townfhip, is hereby
* directed and required to open, amend and yrepair
the faid road, and to charge the aforefaid fuper-
vifor or fupervifors fo refufing and neglecting,
with one half of the monies expended on fuch
road, and to recover the fame by action of debt,
to be brought againft fuch fupervifor or fuper-
vifors fo neglecting. ~

Sec. 1%, And be it further enafled by the au-
thority aforefaid, That upon application, by Of roads lead-
'~ petition, of any perfon or perfons, to the court piichiehway
"~ of quarter feflions, for a road from the planta- tothe habita-
tion or dwelling houfe of fuch perfon or perfons, o of ind-
to or from the public highway, or to any to place
of neceflary public refort, the aforefaid juftices
fhall, in open court, and not otherwife, order
and direct a view of the place where the road
is requefted to be laid out, and a return thergof
to be made in the fame manner as is before di-
rected in this act; and if {uch road is found to
be neceflary, the faid juftices of the court of
x quarter feflions, fhall further order and direct of
what breadth the faid road fhall be, fo as the
fame fhall not exceed twenty-five feet, and fuch
- road fhall be recorded by the court: Provided
howewver, That the faid road fhall be opened and
kept in repair by and at the expence of the per-
fon or perfons at whofe requeft the fame was
granted and laid out, and of fuch as have occa-
fion to travel to and from their dwelling houfes _
on the faid road; and if it fhall happen that
fuch road fhall be carried through any man’s
: ground,
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ground, the damage fuftained thereby by the
owner or owners, jhall be valued in the manner
before dire@ed in this att, and paid for by the
perfon or perfons at whofe requeft the road was
granted and laid out, and of thofe who ufe the
{fame as a common road to and from their own
dwellings. '

Sec. 18. And be it further enadled by the au-
Of hanging  #hority aforefaid, 'That if the owners of the
Titene £ues improved land through which any fuch private
asaforchid, yoad is laid out, or the owners of other land
through which it is carried, are defirous to hang
a fwinging gate or gates upon fuch roads as are
only granted for the ufe of one or more private
families, it fhall and may be lawful for the afore-
faid court, on application, by petition to them
made, to appoint- fix perfons, in the manner
herein before direfted for laying out roads, to
enquire and judge whether fuch gate or gates
may without much inconveniency to the perfons
for whofe ufe the road was granted, be hung on
the fame, and if the perfons appointed to view
the place, or any four of them, fhall certify to
the juftices of the court aforefaid, that a gate or
gates may be hung according to the prayer of
the party, without much inconveniency to the
. perfon or perfons ufing the road, the juftices thall
order that a gate or gates may be hung thereon
accordingly, and that the fame fhall be made and
kept in repair by the owner of the faid land,
and made eafy for the paflage of perfons ufing
the faid road.

] Sec. 19. And be it further enacted by the au-
}?rﬁv‘::“;;’;ib_ thority aforefnid, That the feveral courts of
e roadsthar  quarter feffions, in their refpeive counties, fhall
may oe deem- have authority, upon application, by petitiop to

them made, to enquire of and to-vacate any prtl-
: vate
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yite or public road or highway, or any part of
fuch road or highway which they fhall judge to
be ufelefs, inconvenient and burthenfome, and
the faid court fhall proceed therein by views
thereof, in like manner as they are authorifed to
do, and as is ufually praltifed in laying out of
public roads and highways; and the judgment
of the court of quarter {eflions fhall be efie&ual
and conclufive in the premiles, if the fame be
not appealed, from within fix months from and
after the.giving of fuch judgmept; the appli-
cation gfogefaid thall be made in writing, figned
by the perfons applying, and fhall fet forth in a
clear and intelligible manner, the length, breadth,
fituation, and other circumftances of fuch road
or highway, or of the part thereof which thofe
applying defire to have laid afide and vacated as
atorefaid, and fuch application fhall be audibly
read twice in open fefhons, on the different days
of the {feflions whereat’ it was made; and no
other or furher proceeding thall be had thereon,
but the fame fhall be adjourned till the next
court of quarter feffions, when the fame fhall
again be openly and audibly read twice, on fe-
veral days, before the court proceed thereon :
Provided always, That nothing in this a& fhall
be underftood to give authority to any of the

Lxception as
to lanes, ftreets,
&ec. within any

faid courts of quarter feffions, or to the fupreme corporate town

court, to vacate any lane, ftreet or highway
within the city of Philadelphia, or within any
borough, town plot, or any town or village in
this ftate, which hath been laid out by the late
proprietaries, or by any other perfon or perfons,
and dedicated to public ufe, nor to vacate any
cart-way laid out by order of court, nor any road
or paflage claimed by any perfon as his or her pri-
vate right, and which cart-way, road-way or pal-
fage, is not repairable at the charge of the town-
thip or diftrict, nor to rivers or fireams of water.

or cart-ways

that may be
claimed ag pri- .
vate rights.

Sec. 20. .
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Sec. 20. And be it further enalled by the au-

Of afways thority aforefaid, That it mill be the duty of .

andbridges. 41, o fupervifors, and they are hereby enjoined

and required, in making and repairing the pub-
lic roads or highways, to make and maintain
{ufficient caufeways, of ftone or timBer, on
marthy or fwampy grounds, and alfo make and
maintain fufficient bridges over all fmall creeks
and rivulets and deep gullies, where the fame
Bidges over fhall be neceffary for the eafe and fafety of tra-
croehs that are Vellers ; and where a fmall creek, over which a
divifion lincs,  bridge may be neceflary, happens to be a boun-
i};‘:’(:{’ "¢ dary or divifion line of two townthips, the
bridge fhall be built and maintained by the {u-
pervifors of both townfhips refpettively, at the
equal expence of the faid townfhips, in the
fame manner as is direfted by this aét with re-
fpelt to the making and repairihg of public roads
and highways which may be the divifion line of
townthips. '

Sec. 21. And be it further enalled by the au-

' Bridges over  1hority aforefuid, That where a river, creek or

sivew, &e. o Tivulet, over which it is neceffary to ere&t a
¢ ahigh- |7 . .

way to be  bridge, crofles a public road or highway, and

z;;ﬁfgcagfﬂéﬁc the ere@ing of fuch bridge requires more ex-

county. pence than it is reafonable that one townthip,

: or two adjoining townthips thould bear, it fhall

be the duty of the juftices of the court of quar-

ter {eflions, and they are hereby enjoined and

/

N

required, on the reprefentation of the fupervifor -

or fupervifors, or on the petition and at the re-
queft of a number of-the inhabitants of the ref-
petive townfhips, to order a view, in the fame
manner as in the cafe of laying out roads and
highways; andif on the report of the faid view,
it appears to the court, grand jury, and com-
miflioners, that fuch a bridge is neceffary, and
would be too expenfive for the townihip or

townihips

ey
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townfhips to eredt, it fhall be entered on record,
and it fhall be the duty of the commiffioners of
the county to procure an eftimate, as nearly as
may be, of the money which will be neceflary
to ereft fuch bridge, and the commiffioners of
the county fhall provide the fame out of the
county taxes, and proceed forthwith to have
fuch bridge ere@ed, by contra& or otheriwife,
as thall feem to them moft expedient; and fuch
bridge, when 'fo ereted, thall be infpetted by
fix fit perfons, appointed by the juftices of the
court of quarter feflions, agreeably to whole re-
port it thall be approved or difapproved by the
court, and if approved, the money fhall be paid
agreeably to contralt, or damages in favor of
the county awarded, according to the judgment
of the court.

Sec. 22. dnd be it further enacled by the au-

N Cy o : in the Reviews of
thority aforefaid, That in all cales wherein the XeUewsc

court of quarter {eflions is authorifed to grant a ges to be
view for the purpofe of laying out or vacating gmnted, but
roads, or- refpefing bridges, the juftices of the piied for with-

court of quarter-feffions are hereby authorifed in 4 limited
IC,

~ and diveGed, on application to them made for *

that purpofe, to grant a re-view of the fame, at
the expence of the parties applying: Provided,
That application is made therefor at the next
court of quarter feflions after report has been
made on the firft view,

Sec. 23. And be it further enalted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That the townthip affeflfor Compenfation,
fhall receive from the fupervifors, any fum not }’f&:&“ﬁﬁf
exceeding one dollar, for every day he fhall be viforsand read
neceffarily employed in affeffing the tax directed V"™
by this alt, and that the [upervifors fhall be al-
lowed in the fettlement of their accounts, any

Vor. V. 3-C fum

Nl
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fum not exceeding one dollar refpettively, for
every day they fhall be neceffarily employed in
difcharging the duties of their office, except for
colleing the road tax, for which they thall be
allowed the amount of five cemts out of every
dollar they fhall {o colleé or caufe to be colleét-
ed, and no miore; and the freeholders or other
inhdbitants who fhall be direfted to view public
roads or highways, fhall each of them, for every
day they are neceffarily employed in that fer-
vice, receive from the county treafurer one dol-
lar, on produecing a certificate from the clerk
of the court of quarter feflions, that fuch fer-
vice was performed by them; the furveyor fhall
be found and paid by the perfons applying for
the view; and the expence of views of private
roads, and of re-views of private or public roads,
thall be wholly paid by the parties applying for
the faine.

Sec. 24. And be it further enalted by the au-

Divettion pofts thority aforefaid, That the fupervifors within
:f;&j:‘;f_fgd the refpeéiive townthips, thall caufe pofts to be
. roads interfe@t ereCted, where trees are not convenient, at the
the highways. interfe@ion of all public roads, with boards and
an index-hand pointing to the direction of fuch

road on both fides whereof fhall be infcribed, in

legible charalers, the name of the town, village

or place to which fuch road leads, and the dif-

tance thereof in computed miles; and any per-

fon or perfons who fhall wilfully injure, deface

or deftroy any fuch pofts or index-boards, the

perfon or perfons fo offending, fhall on convic-

tion thereof, before any jullice of the peace of

the proper county, forfeit and pay any fum not
exceeding ten dollars, one half thereof to be

paid to the informer or inforimers, and the other

half to the fupervifors of the refpeQive town-

‘ thips
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thips wherein the offence fhall be committed, to
be appropriated to the repairs of the roadsin

_fuch townfhips.

Sec. 25. dnd be it further enalted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That all laws heretofore en. Allformer =
afted for the laying out, opening, making, than thofe ref-
amending or repairing of public or private roads pecting turs-
or highways, or for the making and repairing e, ig;e:ied,c
of bridges, other than turnpike roads and {treets, :
roads, lanes, alleys and bridges, in the city of
Philadelphia and other corporate towns, are here-
by repealed and made void: Provided always,
That nothing herein contained, fhall be fo con-
ftrued as to intetrfere with any fpecial provifion
heretofore made by law, refpeling the county

of Philadelphia. ,

ISAAC WEAVER, junior, Speaker
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.

SAMUEL MACLAY, Speaker
of the Senate.

AprrrovEp—April the fixth, 1802 :

THOMAS MKEAN, Governor
of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania.
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