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county as is by this act altered {_)r fupplied be:
and the fame is hereby repealed.

SIMON SNYDER, Speaker
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.
ROBERT -WHITEHILL, Speaker

of the Senate,

Aprrovep—the fixth day of February, in the
year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred
and four.

THOMAS M‘KEAN, Governor
of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

CHAPTER XXVI,

An ACT to regulate the Fifberies in the river Dea
laware and its Branches, and for other Purpofes.

HERTEAS experience hath fully thewn,

that the exifting laws for regulating the
filheries, and preferving the young fith in the
river Delaware and its branches, are ineffeGu-
al : Therefore,

_ Settion 1. Be it enalled by the Senate and
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Commonwealth of
Pennfylvania, inGeneral Affembly met, and it is

hereby enalted by the authority of the fame, That Regulations

no fein, or net, fhall be calt, or drawn, or in

any wife made ufe of, by any perfon, or per- feins or acte

Tons wholoever, in the river Delaware, or its
branches, (fo far as the fame is, or fhall be
hereafter declared a public highway,) for the

Vor. VL. L purpole
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purpofe of taking fith, from fun fetting. on Sa-

turday evening, until fun rifing on Monday

morning next following ; and that ne more than

one-fein, or net, fthall be drawn, or inany wile

made ufe of, in any one pool or fithing-place,

by any perfon, or perfons” whofoever, in the

aforefaid river, oritsbranches, from the ftati-

on point, or north-weft corner of the State of

New-Jerfey, to the fouthern point of Newbold’s

iftand ; nor more than two feins, or nets, from

the faid Newbold’s ifland, .to the circular boun-

dary of the State of Delaware, within any one

term of twenty-four hours, to begin at fun rifing

and to continue until {on rifing the next day fol-

Pemlty for  10WIRg ; and if any perfon, or perfons whofoe-

actingcontrary ver, fhall caft, draw, or make ufe of any fein,

:;’mf‘s“d regali- or net, in the faid river, or its branches, or

fhall beaiding, or aflifting therein, within the

term, or terms aforefaid, contrary to the true

intent and meaning of this Act; every perfon,

or perfons {o offending, and being thereoflegal-

ly convicted, before any juftice of the peace, of

- the'county where the offence is committed, fhall

forfeit and pay the {um of fifty dollars, for each

and every fuch offence, together with the cofts

of prolecution, to be paid to, and applied by

appropria-  the fupervifor, or fupervifors of the roads, in

tion. the townthip where the offence has been com-

 mitted, for repairing the public roads in the
fame.

. Sec. 2. And be it further enalled by the au-
Penaltyoncatt- thority aforefuid, That if any perfon, of per-
) ‘:‘;frni‘:’s‘“g fons, thall caft, draw, or make ufe of any fein,
in certain parts OT Net, for the purpofe of catching fhad, in the
gegf“:;;:" river Delaware, within the limits of this State,
within given  Delow-the falls of Trenton, after the twenty-
I)":;ifds of the fifth day of May, or between the faid falls, and

) oppolite the mouth of the river Lebigh, after

the
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the firft day of June, or in any other part of the
faid river Delaware, or its branches, between the
mouth of the river Lehigh, and the ftarion point,
or north-weft corner of the State of New-Jerfey,
after the fifth day of June, in each, and every
year ; every perfon, or perfons, fo offending,
and being thereof legally convilted, before any
jultice of the peace, in, and for the county,
where he, or they may be apprehended, fhall
forfeit and pay the fum of fifty dollars, for each,
and every fuch offence, tobe applied to the ufe
aforefaid, and likewife to pay the colts of pro-
fecution.

Sec. 3. And in order to afcertain what f{hall
be deemed and held to be a pool or filhing-place,
within the meaning of this a&, Be #f enacted by -

the authority aferefaid, That from the place, Defeription of
what fhall be
. . deemed and

ally thrown into the water, to the place or pla- held a pool or

ces, where they have been ufually taken out, or fifving place.

or places, where {eins, or nets, have been ulu-

from the place or places, where they may be
hereafter thrown into the water, to the place
or places, where they may be taken out, fhall
be deemed, and held, and is hereby declared, to
be apool, or fithing-place, within the meaning
of this att.

© Scc. 4. And be it further enacted by the au-

thority aforefaid, That wherever any fithery is Mode of ob.
34 f _f 3 Y y taining licence

occupied upon the river Delaware, within the g5

limits aforefaid, ecither the landholder, tenant in
‘pofleflion, or fome refpeétable perfon, appoint-
ed by the fithing company, thall apply to the
prothonotary of the refpective county, where
fuch fithery may be, and give a bond, with one
or more fufficient fureties, in the fum of three
hundred dollars, conditioning to be accountable
to the fupervifors of the roads, of the relpec-

: tive
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tive townthip, where fuch fithery may be, for
all fines and penalties, that may occur on ac-
count of any tranfgreflions of this a&, that may,
or fhall be committed, at his, or their refpec-
tive fithery, and fhall moreover give unto_the
faid prothonotary, a defcription i writing of
their pool, or fithing-place, together with the
name of the townthip, orplace, in which it is
fituated ; which the faid prothonotary fhall file,
together with the bond, 1n his office, and give
them a certificate, with a receipt for the fame,
on their paying him the fumof feventy.five cents;
Penalty on  and if any perfon, or perfons, fhall undertake,
f:if:‘;tg‘%‘}; and fifh contrery to the true intent and meaning

conteary to the Of this act, without having previoufly entered
yrovifions of

proviions et fecurity as aforefaid, or without the permiflion

of the perfon that has entered fecurity ; he, or
they, fhall forfeit and pay the fum of one hun-
dred dollars, for each, and every fuch offence,
together with cofts to be levied, and recovered
as other fums to the fame amount, are recover-
able by the laws of this State, to be paid, and
applied for the ufe as aforefaid. '

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted by the an-

Additional pe- thority aforefaid, That if any perfon, or perfons,
raley. fhall be found making ufe of any fein, or net,
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this

alt, every fuch perfon, or perfons, fo offending,

fhall in addition to the penalty aforefaid, forfeit

the fein, or net, fo made ule of, which fein, or

net, fhall by order of the juftice of the peace, or

juftices of the courts of Quarter Seflions, before

whom {uch perfon, or perfons, thall be conviit-

ed, be expoled to public fale, after giving five

days previous notice thereof, by advertifement;

and the money arifing therefrom, fhall be paid,

and applied in the manner, and for the ufe afore-

faid,
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faid, the cofts of fuch profecution and fale; bes
ing firft deduted.

Sec. 6. And whereas the exifting laws, for
preventing the ereCtion of fith-dams, bafkets,
&c. have been found ineffeGual: Therefore,
Be itenacted by the autbority aforefaid, That if Penalty onany
any perfon, or perfons whofoever, fhall eret, perfon rf;f:;g
build, fet up, repair or maintain, or fhall be t;f;nff,;, in faid
aiding, affifting or abetting, in erccling, build. river, weirs,
ing, fetting up, repairing or maintaining, any fing.dsms, .
weir, rack, bafket, fithing.-dam or pound, or & =
thall make ufe of any fwab, or bufhnet, or fhall
fix, falten or fet, any gilling fein, anchor any
engine, or make ufe of any device whatfoever,
except fithing with fweeping-feins, hocks and
lines, darts, hoop-nets and eel-boxes, for ta-
king of filhin the river Delaware, or its branch-
es, which are, or may be hereafter declared
public highways ; every perfon, or perfons fo
offending, contrary to the true intent and mean-
ing of this adt, and being legally convitted there-
of, by the oath, or affirmation of one or more
creditable witnels, or by his, or their own con-
feflton, before the juftices of the court of Quar-
ter Seflions, of the proper county, where {uch
offender may be apprehended, fhall forfeit and
pay the fum of one hundred and forty dollars,
together with cofts of fuit, to be applied as Appropristions
aforefaid. -

Sec. 7. And whereas, various wing.dams,
and other obftrufions, have been ereéted and
fet up, prejudicial to the navigation of faid river:
For remedy whereof, B2 it enacted by the au-
thority aforefaid, "Uhat if any perfon, or perfons pemles for
whofoever, thall eret, build, fet up, repair, 2frdling e
or maintain, or thall be aiding, or affifting in e fuver.
eredting, building, fetting up, repairing or main-

taining
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taining any wing-dam, or placing any other ob- =

ftruftion, injurious to the navigation of faid e

river, or its branches as aforefaid, except fuch

mill-dams as have been heretofore erected, in

purfuance of any fpecial aét of the Legiflature

and being thereof legally conviéted, before the

Court of Quarter Seflions, of the county where

the offence has been committed, fhall forfeit and

pay the fum of one hundred dollars, to be paid

to, and applied for the ule as aforefaid. ’

Sec. 8. And for the more effetual detefting

and punifhing offenders againft this act: Bess

Duties enjoin. £42c12d by the anthority aforefaid, That the con- =
gd on cona- ftable of each refpective townthip, borough or

Towntnps,  diftrict, which fhall be bounded by, or adjoining

boundedby the'to any part of the river Delaware, or its branch-

rer es, as aforefaid, fhall, and he is hereby firictly

enjoined, and required diligently to enquire,

and carefully to infpect, and view once every

‘week from the ‘firft day of April, untl the

tenth day of June, in every year, fuch parts of

the faid river, or its branches, as fhall be ad- :

“joining his refpective townfhip, borough or dif- -

‘trict; and having any knowledge, of any offen- 5

ces againit this act, he fhall forthwith give in.

formation thereof, to fome juftice of the peace,

who fhall immediately iffue forth his warrant, =

directing the conltable to bring forthwith before B

him, fuch tranfgreffor, or tranfgreflors, and

have them dealt with according to law ; and if

Pcnalty for not any of the aforefaid conitables, fhall neglect, or

f:fé‘g:l‘t‘]‘:g refufe to perform the duties enjoined on him,

¥ orthem, by this act, he, orthey fo offending,

and being thereof legally convicted, beforeany

juftice of the peace, or before the juftices of the s

court of Quarter Seflions, of the proper county,

where fuch delinquent may refide, fhall forfeit

and pay the fum of twenty-five dollars, to be =

. levied, -
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levied, and recovered as- other {fums, to the
{fame amount, are recoverable by the laws of

this State, to be paid to, and applied for the ufe

as aforefaid. And each of the conftables, while Their compen-
pesjormung the duties enjoined on them by this “**™
act, thall be allowed at the rate of one dollar per

day, to be paid by the fupervifor of their ref-
pective townthip, borough or diftrict; each
conftable having an exact account of the num-

ber of days, he, or they have been employed,
under the directionsof this act, regularly attefted
before one of the juftides of the peace, of their
relpective townthip.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That the fupervifors of the Duties of the
public highways of each townihip, borough or fﬂfé"ﬁfg’:jﬁ;’f
diftrict, which fhallbe bounded by, or adjoin- of the town-
ing to any part of the faid river, or its branches ?;;gsr‘i“?é;’mmg
as aforefaid, thall every year, before they fet- )
tle their accounts, enquire of the juftices of the
peace of their rzfpective townfhips, to know
whether they have any mioney in their hands,
arifing from fuch forfeitures as aforefaid ; which
money, if any there thould be, theyare hereby
authorifed to receive, with giving the magiftrate
a receipt, and their refpective townthip credit
for the fame; and if either of the fupervifors,
from his, or their own knowledge, or the in-
formation of any other perfon, fhall have any
knowledge of any tranfgeflions againft this Act,
which either of the aforefaid conftables have
either neglected, or refufed to profecute, agreea-
bly to the directions of this act, he, orthey, are
hereby ftrictly enjoined, and requiréd, under
the penalty of twenty-five dollars, immediately
to give information, to one of the juftices of the
peace, of their refpective townthip, borough or
diftrict, which faid juftice is hereby enjoined,
and
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and required, forthwith to proceed againft any
fuch delinquent, agreeably to the directions of
this act. :

Sec. 10. And be it further enactes by the au-
therity aftrefaid, That the conftables of each
refpective townthip, borough or diftrict, whjch
fhall be bounded by, or adjoining to the faid
river Delaware, or its branches, from the tide-
water, up to the ftation point, or north-weft cor-
ner of the State of New-Jerfey, which have been,
or may herefter -be declared a public highway,
fhall be, and they are hereby enjoined, and re=
quired, under the penalty of fifty dotllars, to
view once, at leaft, in every fourteen days, from
the firlt day of Augufl, to the firlt day of Decem-
ber, in every year, fuch parts of the faid river,
and its branches, as thall be adjoining his, or
their refpective townfhip, borough or diftrict;
or bounding on the fame ; and if on any fuch
view, he, or they fhall find any fith-dam, bas.
ket, pound or fuch like devife, for taking fith,
within the faid river,-or its branches, he fhall
thereupon give notice to the next juftice of the
peace, of the townfhip, or county fo- adjoining,
which juftice is hereby enjoined, and required,
to iffue forth his warrant to the fupervilors of
the highways of each, and every townthip, next
adjacent to the fith-dam, bafket, pound or other
device as aforefaid, {o erected, crin which they,
or any of them, {hall be erected, enjoining, and
requiring the faid fupervifors, refpectively forth-
with, to remove, or caufe to'be removed, every
fuch fith-dam, bafket, pound or other device
aforefaid, and for that purpofe to {ummon fo
many of the inhabitants of the refpective town-
fhips as may be neceflary, to throw down, re-
move and deftroy, fuch fith-dam, bafket, pound
or other device aforcfaid, giving them three

davs
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days previous notice ; and the faid fupetrvifors

thall make return of their proceedings, to the

next court of Quarter Seflions, of the county,

in which the faid fith-dam, batket, pound or

other devife, fhall have been {o deftroyed ; and

if any fuch fupervifor, or fupervifors of the
highways, to whom fuch warrant fhall be di-

rected, fhall refufe, or negled to difcharge, and Andpenlty
perform the duty hereby enjoined, and required X7 2% e
of him, or them, he, or they, fo offending, and fame.
being thereof legally convicted, by a jury of the

county, or by his, or their own confeflion, before

the faid court of Quarter Seffions, fhall for eve-

ry fuch offence, forfeit and pay to the overfeers

of - the poor, of the townfhip, borough or dif-

tri¢t, where fuch offender, or offenders thall re-

fide, the fum of one hundred dollars, for the ufe

of the poor of faid townfhip, berough or dif-

trift; and if any inhabitant fo fummeoned, fhall

refufe, or neglect to attend in perfon, or to fend

another able perfon inhis room, to affift in throws

ing down, removing and deftroying fuch fiths

dam, batket, pound or other device atorefaid,

fo eredted, built or fer up, in fuch manner as

the faid {upervifor, or fupervifors thall order and

direct, he fhall forfeit and pay the fum of four

dollars, for every fuch offence, to the overfeers

of the poor, of the townthip, borough or diftrict,

whofe inhabitants are fo fummoned, for the

ufe of the poor, of the fame, to be recovered

and levied as debts of like amount are by law
recoverable: Provided always, ‘That any perion,

or perfons who fhall be conviéted under this a&,

betore any juftice of the peace, he, or they fhall

havea right to appeal to the court of Quartey Appet sliow-
Scflions, within ten days after fuch convi€ton, Qurer seffie
and be entitled to a trial by jury. ‘ - ok N

Vor. VI, M ) Seg. 11y
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Sec. 11. Aund be it further enacted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That all, and -every of the
offences, which thall hereafter be committed

gainft the troe againft the true intent and meaning of thisat,

intent and
mcaning of
this aé.

When this |
(haligo into
cperation.

within the faid river, or its branches as aforefaid,
the juftices of the court of Quarter Seflions, of
the county, which fhall fo adjoin the part of the

_faid river, or its branches, where the offence

js committed, are hereby authorifed, empow-
ered and required, to hear, try and determine
the {ame, by a jury of the county, in the fame
manner as other criminal offences committed
within their refpective counties, are ufually
heard, tried and determined before them; and
the conftables of each refpeftive townihip, bo-
rough or diftri&t, which fhall fo adjoin the faid
river Delaware, or its branches, as aforefaid,
thall to the beft of their knowledge, prefent on
oath, or affirmation, every fuch offence to the
juftices of the court of (%Jlarter Seflions, of their
refpeélive counties, together with the name, or
names of fuch offender, or offenders, that he,
or they may be tried according to the direétions
of this a&, which cath or affirmarion, the faid
jultices are hereby required, duly, and carefully
to adminifter. '

Sec. 12. And whereas the river Delaware,
is the divifion line between this Commonwealth
and the State of New-Jerfey, and without a mu-
tual co-operation of both States, the evils com-
plained of, can never be effettually removed :
Therefore, Be it enacted by the antbority afore-
Jjaid, That fo {oon as the Legillature of the State
of New-Jerley, fhall have enafted alaw contain-
ing provifions fimilar to thofe herein before

2 enalted, that then thisa& fhall, and is hereby

declared, to be in full force and effedt.

Sec. 13.
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See. 13. And be it further enacted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That all laws, and parts of Repeal of for-
laws, heretofore pailed, upon the fame fubjet, Jer law> on
fo far as they relate to the river Delawdre, or its jeat, which are
branches, excepting the river Schuylkill, which herebyaltered,
is hereby exempted from the reftri€tions, and =
regulations of this act, which are altered or fup- .
plied by the provifions contained in this a&t, be,
and the fame are hereby repealed, fo foon as this
act fhall go into operation,

SIMON SNYDER, Speaker
. of the Houfe of Reprefentatives,

ROBERT WHITEHILL, Speker
of the Senate,

Arrrovep——the eighth day of February, in the
year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred
and four.

THOMAS M*KEAN, Governor
. of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

CHAPTER XXVIL

An ACT probibiting the Commiffioners of the re-
Jpective Counties of this Commonwealth from fell«
ing, for a limited time, unfeated Lands for
7 axes. <

HEREAS by the A&, entitled ¢ An Aét,

Y o raife and collet county rates and le-
vies,”” pafled April the eleventh, orie thoufand
feven hundred and ninety-nine, the commiffio-
ners of .the refpetive counties, are authoriéed
under



