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CHAPTER CXLIV.

An ACT to provide for the erection of @ Houfe for
the employment and fupport of the poor, in the
county of Montgomery.

Seftion 1. E it enafied by the Senate and
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the
- Commonwealth of Pmnjjzlwfzia, in General As-
sembly met, and it is hereby enaced by the autho-
Whena houte 73ty of the fame, That as foon as the debts now
for the em-  gwing.and due by the county of Montgomery
?i;’;’;ﬁ“f,fm:hg fhall have been paid, and the bridges which
poor of Mont- have been adjudged by viewers legally appoint-
b b ed for that purpofe, neceffary for the accommo-
erected : dation of the public fhall have been erefted, it
thall be in the power of the commiifioners of
the faid county, with the confent and approba-
tion of the court of quarter feffions and grand
jury of the fame county, to dire& that a houfe
for the employment and fupport of the poor *
be erected therein. :

Sec. 2. And be it further enalfed by the an-
of whichthe  hority aforefaid, That as foon as the faid com-
;‘r‘:“:‘;g;’:ﬁ_ miffioners with the conlent of the faid court and -
tices graid jury, fhall have direfted the faid houfe to

be erefted, they' fhall give notice of fuch deter-
Perfons to be Mination to the ihcnﬁ of their county, who
chofento fx - thereupon fhall give notice by public advertife-
on a fcite for
the building. 10€nts, that the eleftors of the faid county of
Montgomery, thailat the general eleftion next
enfuing, and in' the manner prefcribed for the
election of members of the Houfe of Reprefen-
tatives of this commonwealth, ele& {even repu-
table citizens of the faid county, who, or a ma-
jority of them fhall be, on or before the firlt
day of Mav next after their election, to deter-

ntine
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mine upon and fix the place on which the faid
buildings thall be ereéted, and {hall certify their
proceedings therein, under their hands and feals,
to the clerk of the court of quarter feffions of
the county of Montgomery, to be filed in his
office; and the faid eletors fhall alfo elet three ;g o
reputable citizens of the faid county, in like poortobe
manner, to be dire€tors of the poor, and of the <%«
houfe of emiployment for the county of Mont-
gomery, for the enfuing year; and the judges cergeate of
of elettion of the faid county fhall immediately the clection.
on receiving the returns from the feveral elec-
tion diftricts, and ca{h'ng up the number of
votes therein; ar within three days thereafter,
certify under their hands and feals the names
of the perfons fo eleted, to fix on a proper {cite
for the faid building, and the names of the di-
rectors fo chofen to the clerk of the court of
quarter feflions of the faid county, who thall file
the faid certificate in his office, and forthwith
give notice in writing to the faid perfons and di-
reQtors, of their being eletted; and the faid di- Meetingofttie
retors fhall meet at the court- houfe, in the faid dire¢tors and
.county, on the firft Monday in November next je > @ <%
enfuing their eleltion, and divide themfelves by
lot into three clafles, the place of' the firft to be
vacated at the expiration of the firft year, of
the fecond at the expiration of the fecond year,
and of the third at- the expiration of the third-
year; fo that thefe who fhall be chofen after the
firlt eletion, and in the mode above prefcribed,
may ferve for-three years; and one-third be
cholen annually 1 Provided alweys, and be it fur-
ther enafted, That it fhall be lawful for the faid .
feven citizens, or a majority of them, to reccive
propofals for the fale of lands whereon to ereék
the faid buildings, and accommodate the fame, -
and to contradk for and hold the fame, and take
Vor. Vil 3 L ) con-
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conveyances therefor, in the name of and for
the ufe of the faid corporation.

Sec. 3. And be it further enafled by the au-
Direttors o 2herity afireiaid, That each direétor eleted in
take an oath of manner atorefaid, or appointed as is direted by
office, x e twelfth fedtion of this act, fhall, within ten
days after he is notified of fuch eletion or ap-
pointment, and before he enters on the duties
of the faid office, take an oath or affirmation,
" which any juftice of the peace of the faid coun-
ty is hereby authorifed to adminifter, that he
will difcharge the office of director of the poor
for the faid county, truly, faithfully and im-
partially, to the beft of his knowledge and abili-
ty; and in cafe of negleét or refufal to take the
{aid oath or affirmation within the time aforefaid,
he fhall forfeit and pay the fum of ten dollars,
- for the ufe of the poor of the faid coanty; which
fine thall be recovercd by the directors, for the
time being, as debts of equal amount are or
fhall be by law recoverable.

Sec. 4. And be it further enalled by the aus

The diretors 10071%y aforefeid, That the faid dircctors fhall
incorporated:  forever hereafter, in nameand in fact, be one
body politic and corporate in law, to all intents’

and purpofes whatfoever, relating to the poor

of the county of Montgomery, and fhall have

perpetual fucceflion, and may fue and be fued,

stleof the  plead and be impleaded, by the name, ftyle and
corporation,  title of ¢ The Directors of the Poor and of the
" Houfe of Employment for the county of Mont-

its immunitics, g0mMeTy,”” and by that name fhall and may re-
E‘;j"emnd dur ceive, take' and hold any ‘Iands, tenements and
- hereditaments, not exceeding the yearly value of
ten thoufand dollars; and any goods and chat-

tels whatfoever, of the gift, alienation or bequeft

of any perfon or perfons whom{oever, to pur-

chafe,
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chale, take and hold any lands and tenements
within their county, in fee-fimple or otherwife,
and erect fuitable buildings thereon, for the re.
ception, ufe and accommodation of the poor
of their county, to provide all things neceflary
for the reception, lodging, maintenance and
employment of the faid pocr, to appoint a trea- Treafurer to
furer annually, who fhall give bond with fuffici. P2 ®Ppeinted;
. . . s qualifica~

ent furety, for the faithful difcharge of the duties ten and dutics.
of his office; and that at the expiration thereof

he will well and truly, pay and deliver over to

his fucceflor all monies, bonds, notes; books, ac-

counts and other papers, to the faid corporation
belonging, which fhall then be remaining in his

hands, cuftody and pofleflion, to employ, and at

pleafure to remove a fteward or {tewards, matron

or matrons, phyfician or phyficians, {furgeon or
. {urgeons, and all other neceflary attendants for

the faid poor refpectively; to bind out as appren-

tices, fo that fuch apprenticethip may expiré, if

males, at or before the age.of twenty-one years, if
females,atorbeforetheageof eighteen years, fuch .

poor childrenasfhall comeundertheir notice, oras

may now be bound apprentices by the overfeers

of the poor, and to exercife and enjoy all fuch

other powers now velted in the overfeers of the

poor, as are not herein granted or fupplied; and

the faid directors thall be empowered to ufle one seat of the cor-
common feal-in all bnfinefs relating to the faid peration.
corporation, and the fame at their pleafure to al-

ter or renew

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That the faid directors as foon gpimare 1o be
as may be after their electicn and organization madeof the
as aforefaid, fhall make an eftimate of the pro- ::f;?,ﬂi; o
bable expenfe of purchafing the lands, erect- buildings.
_ing the neceflary buildings, and furnishing the '
fame, whereupon the commiffionersof the faid
county
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Jaxtobenifcounty shall, and they are hereby authorifed
or defray- < . .
ing the fame. and required to increafe the county-tax by one
fourth part of the fum neceflary for the pur-

pofes aforefaid, and shall procure on loan on

‘the credit of the taxes herein directed to be le-

vied, the remaining three fourths thereof to be

paid in inftalments with intereft out of the coun-

ty-taxes: Provided always, That if fuch loan

cannot be made, the wholeamount of the fum

neceflary for the purpofes aforefaid, or fuch

part thereof as may be deemed proper, shall im-
'mediately be added to the county tax, to be paid

by the county treafurer to the directors aforelaid,

on orders drawn in their favor by the county
commifioners as the fame may be found necel-
fary. L

Sec. 6. And be ‘it further enalled by the au-

Thimate to be thorify aforefaid, That it {hall be the duty of the
madeennually, fajd directors, or a majority of them, imme-
ceffary for the diately after their firlt elettion, and fo annually
fupport of the for ever thereafter, to make an cftimate of the
poor fum neceflary for the fupport of the pgor of the
faid county, for the year enfuing the making

fuch eftimate, and fhall forward the fame to the

county commiflioners, who fhall provide by tax

or otherwife, the fum required by fuch eltimate,

and pay the fame over to the treafurer of the

faid corporation,
b - Se@. 7. And be it further enalled by the aue
Jiredtors ac- . - . - . .

counts w e 1bority aforefaid, That the faid directors fhall,
rendered an- 2t leaft once in every vear, render an account
pually. of all the monies by them received and expend-
ed, to the zuditors appointed to audit and fettle

the county accounts, fubject to the fame penal-

ties, rules and regulations as are by law diretted

refpecting the account of the county commif-

fioners; and fhall alfo, at leaft once in every
year,
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year, lay before the court of quarter feflions and Retutn of per-
grand jury of the faid county, alift of the nnm- P?;,fmfr’;
ber, ages and fexes of the perfons maintained
and employed in the faid houfe of employment,
or fupported or aflifted by them elfewhere, and
of the children by them bound out to appren-
ticethips as aforefaid, with the nawes of the
malters or miftrefles, and their trade, occupation
or calling; and fhall ar all imes, when there. Infpedicn of
unto required, fubmit to the infpeGion and free " bk
examination of fuch vifitors as fhall from time
to fime be appointed by the court of quarter
feflions of the faid county, all their books and
accounts, together with the rents, interefts and
monies payable and receivable bfy the faid cor-
poration, and alfo an account of all fales, pur-
chafes, donations, devifes and bequefts, as {hall
have been made by or to them.
Sett. 8. And be it further enadled by the an-
thority aforefaid; That as foon as the faid build- When and
ings fhall be eretted, and all neceffary accom- hov the poor
modations provided therein, notices fhall be moved to the
fent, figned by any two of the faid directors, to houfe of em-
the overfeers of the poor of the feveral town-m 0
thips of the {aid county of Montgomery, requir-
ing them forthwith to bring the poor of their
‘relpeftive townfhips to the faid houfé of em-
ployment, which order the -faid overfeers are
hereby enjoined and required to comply with,
or otherwife to forfeit the coft of all future
maintenance, except in cafes when by ficknefs Exception asto
or other fufficient caufe, any poor perfon can- o, ‘th‘;;’_m
not be removed, in which cafe the faid overfeers to be provided
fhall reprefent the fame to the neareft juftice ™
of the peace, who, being fatisfied of the truth
thereof, {hall certify the fame to the faid diret-
ors, and at the fame time iflue an order under
his hand and feal to the overfeers, direting

- them
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them to maintain fuch poor, until fuch time as
lie or the (hall be in a fituation to be removed,
and then to convey the faid pauper, and deliver
him or her to the fteward or keeper of the faid
houfe of employment, together with the faid
order; and the charge and expenfe of fuch tem-
porary relief, and of fuch removal, fhall be paid
by the faid diretors at a reafonable allowance,

. Sect. g. And be it further enaled by the au-
The diredtors thority afurefaid, ‘That the faid direftors fhall,
::je";’vr;dp’rﬂ_ from time to time, receive, provide for and em-
vide forand  ploy, according to the true intent and meaning
;“Ofr!"o’; e . of this act, all fuch poor and indigent perfons
gomery as fhall be entitled to relief, or fhall have gained
cousky. a legal feitlement in the faid county of Mont-

gomery, and fhall be fent there by an order or
warrant for that purpofe, under the hands and
feals of any two juftices of the peace, direfted
to any conftable of the faid county of Montgo-
mery, or to the overfeers of the proper townihip
in any other county of this commonwealth, and
to the faid direttors of the poor and of the houfe
of employment of the faid county of Montgo.
mery ; and the faid direCtors are hereby autho-
rifed, when they fhall deem it proper and con-
venient fo to do, to permit any poor perfon or
perfons to be maintained elfewhere,

Se&t. ro. And be it further enalled by the aus

Power of the thoriey aforefwid, That the faid directors, or any
diredors to qtwo of them, who fhall be a quorum in all cafes
regulations.  to do bufinefs, fhall have full power to make
and ordain all {fuch ordinances, rules and regu-

lations, as they thall think proper, convenient. .

and neceflary, for the direction, government and

fupport of the poor and houfe of employment

aforefaid, and of the reverues thereunto belong-

ing, and of all fuch perfons as fhall come under

: their
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their care or cognizance: Provided, The fame
be not repugnant to this law, or any other of
the laws of this State or of the United States:
And trovided alfe, That tite fame thall not have
any force or effect until they thall have been
fubmitted to the court of common pleas for the
time being of the faid county of Montgomery,
and thall have received the approbation of the
faid court. '

Sect. 11, And be it further enalfled by the au-
thority -aforefaid, ‘That a quorum of faid di- Timesand
rectors fhall, and they are hereby enjoined and }2&‘1;:‘;:}
required to meet at the faid houfe of employ- re@oss.
ment at lealt once in every month, and vifit the
apartments, and fee that the poor are comfort~
ably. fupported, and hear all complaints, and
vedrefs or caufe to be redrefled, all grievances -
awhich may happen by the neglect or. mifcon-
duct of any perfon or perfons in their employ-
ment.

Sect. 12. And b it further encéled by the au-
thority aforefaid, That the faid directors fhall, Compenfation
each of them, receive for their fervices forty of the direc-
dollars per annum, to defray the expenfes of
their neceflary atteridance on the duties of their

offices. ’

Sect. 13. Aud be it further enaéted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That in cafe of any vacancy by of fupplying
death, refignation, or otherwile, of any of the JA=iee
faid directors, the remaining directors fhall fil
fuch vacancy by appointment of a citizen of
their faid county, under the fame penalty as is
provided by the third fection of this act, to
ferve until the next general election, when ano-
ther dircctor thall be elected to ferve as if no
fuch vacancy had happened. . .
Sec. 14.



[ 438 ]

Sect. 14. And be it further exacted by the au-
How monies  thority aforefaid, That all the monies which thall
of tg;}f:ﬁf be remaining in the hands of the overfeers of
feersof the  the poor of the feveral townthips of Montgo-
opled b mery county, at the time when the firft county
poor tax fhall be affefled, levied and collected,
fhall be paid over by the faid overfeers to the
fupervifors of the highways of their refpective
townfhips, to be by them applied towards the

repairing of the roads therein.

Sect. 15, And be it further enacted by the au-
When the *  thority afprefaid, That as foon as the'poor of the
fice oF bver- county of Montgomery, fhali be removed to the
poor of Mont- houfe of employment of the faid county, the
G Y office of overfeer of the poor within the faid

lithed, county fhall from thenceforth be abolifhed.

Sect. 16. And be it further enacted by the auths:

Repeal of  zity afprefnid, That as foon as the aforefaid build-
}’aa;‘;‘}f:,zgﬂ;" ings are completed, fo much of the laws of this
fupplied. commonwealth, relating to the poor of the
county of Montgomery, as is by this act altered

or fupplied, be, and the fame is hereby re-

pealed. -

Sect, 17. And be 1t further enafled by the au-

thority aforefaid, That when the buildings fhall

Certain duties, be completed as aforefaid, the powers conferred
Impefed o™ and dutiz$ impofed on the overleers of the poor
the poos, con- in and by an act to empower the overfeers and
fupervitors of Suardians of the poor of the feveral townthips
the highways. within this commonwealth, to recover certain
fines, penalties and forfeitures, and for other

purpoles, shall and hereby are conferred and im-

pofed on the fupervifors of the highways in the

faid county of Montgomery; and that the juftices

of the peace and sheriff within thefaidcounty, are

hereby required and enjoined to pay to the faid

' fuper-
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fupervifors, to be by them applied to the repait
of the highways, the aforefaid fines, penalties
and forfeitures within the time, and in the man-
ner prefcribed by the faid act for the payment
thereof in other counties, to the overfeers of the
poor, and to give notice of the receipt thereof
to the faid fupervifors, within the time and in
the manner aforefaid; and that for any neglect
or refufal to perform any of the duties enjoined
on them by the faid act, the faid juftices of the
peace- and sheriff’ in the faid county, shall be
fubject to all the fines, penalties and forfeitures,
to which the juftices of the peace and sheriffs in
other counties are by the faid act fubject and
liable. : .
Sect. 18. And be it further enacied by the au-
thority aforefaid, That the commillioners of the Compenfution
faid county are hereby authorifed and empoti- ;2 e Periors
ered to pay to the perfons who are appointed by 6x the fitc of
this act, to fix the place where the buildings for e peprhonte
the accommodation of the poor in faid county altowance to
shall be erected, fuch fums of money as will be the diredory.
fufficient to reimburfe them for thelr expenfes,
and alfo to pay to each of the faid directors fuch
fum of money as (together with the annual fum
allowed them by this act), may be in the opinion
of the commiffioners a reafonable . compenfation
for their fervices during the time they are em-
ployed in erecting the buildings aforefaid.

CHARLES PORTER, Speaker
sf the Houfe of Reprefentatives.

JAMES BRADY, Speaker
of the Senate.
Arvrovep—the tenth day of March, in the
.year of our Lord one thoufand eight hun-

" dred and {ix.
THOMAS MKLAN.
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