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fettlement of their accounts at the tna.mr‘y\of,
the commonwealth.

CHARLES PORTER, Speaker
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives;
JAMES BRADY, Speaker
of the Senate,

ArprovED—the thirty-firft day of March, in
the year one thoufand eight hundred and fix.

T HOMAS M*KEAN.

CHAPTER CCV.

An ACT 2o refirain the horrid praclice of Du-
- elling.

HEREAS the laws heretofore pafled to
reftrain the horrid pradtice of duelling
have proved infufficient, and many citizens of
this commonwealth, and others, have found
means to evade the penalties of fuch offences,
and inftigated by deadly feuds, have committed
murder upon miftaken pnnmp]es of honor, and
have efcaped punithment by reafon of the difii-
culty of procuring evidence of the falts; For rve-
medy whereof,

Seftion 1. Be it enalled by the Senate and
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Commomwealth of
Pemg/}t’wnm, in General Afferobly met, and it
is hereby enalled by the authority of the fame,
That if any perfon within this commonwealth Penaly oo
fhall challenge by word or writing, the perfon of 8Vt or el
angther to fight at fword rapicr, piftol or other ;ff:vle ;goﬁgh:g
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Jdeadly weapon, or if any perfon fo challefiged,
‘thall accept the faid challenge in either cafe,
fuch perfon {o giving, or fending, or receiving
any fuch.challenge, thall for fuch offence, being
thereof lawfully conviéted in any court of record
within this commonwealth, by the teftimony of
one or more witneffes, or by confeflion, forfeit
and pay the fum of five hundred dollars, and
fhall fuffer one year’s imprifonment at hard la-
bor, in the fame manner as conviéted felons are
now punifhed, and moreover fhall forfeit and be
deprived of all rights of citizenfhip within this
commenwealth, for the term of feven years.

Sec. 2. And be it further enafled by the au-
On carrying  thority aforgfaid, That if any perfon fhall willingly
fuch challengt, ond knowingly carry and deliver any written
or confenting
tobeafecond challenge, or-fhall verbally deliver any meflage,
inthe dudl  purporting to be a challenge, or fhall confent to
be a fecond in any fach intended duel, and thall
be thereof legally conviéted as aforefald he or
they fo offending, fhali for every fuch offence,
forfeit and pay the fum of five ‘hupdred dollars,
and fuffer one year’s 1mpr1fonment at hard labor,
in the fame manner as convitted- felons are now
punithed, and moreover fhall for ever thereafter
be rendered incapable of holdmg any office of
honor, truft or profit within this commonwealth;
which incapacity fhall be declared and made
part of the judgment of the court.

Sec 3 And be it furtbc’r enadled by the au=

Whatformof Phority aforefaid, That in any cafe it fhall be
{ﬁﬂ?ﬂi- fufﬁcxent to form an md:&ment, general]y,
cient againtt  againit either of the principals for challengmg
‘hfil;mﬂp-ﬂ another .to . fight at deadly weapons, and ‘not-
:’;ucifonds "® withftanding it may appear on the trial that the
defendant only accepted the challenge, it fhall

be {ufficient-to conviét and render him hable to

the
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the penalties of this aét, and in.like manner ap
indictment agamﬁ the Teconds may be framed
enerally for-carrying and delivering a challenge
and proof of the mere aét of fighting, and the end proof fuss
defendant being prefent thereat, fhall be fuf- gf‘f:;tc"e‘n“;m
ficient to convift the defendant upon an indi@t. tion.
" ment fo framed, ang if the duel fhali take place
within this commonwealth the mere fat of fight-
ing, thall be full and comp]ete evidence of the
charges refpectively, of giving or receiving, or
of carrying and delivering 2 challenge. without
Dther pr of thereof. . C

' Sec. And be it further enacled by the ay-

thority aforyatd That if any perfon fhall havé Penlty on
knowledge of any challenge to fight with any Jh% Porions
deadly weapons given or’received, or in any ledge ofa chal
manner be witnefs to the fad&t of fuch challenge, ke siven .
duel, or ﬁghtmg not being a fecond thereat, or e .
party criminal therein, @nd dball ‘conceal ‘the

fame, and do not inform thereof, he or the fhall

be gmlty of a mifdemeanar, and upon convittion

thereof, fhall be adjndged to pay a fine of fifty -
eiollars, and moreover’ fuﬂ'er mne months ;m--

priforment, w:thout ‘bail or mampnze

Sec. 5. And be it further eénalled by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That if any perfon or perfons, fhall Penalty on
prefame’to publith in any newlpaper, or poft by ﬁ;{‘f&";g;"
hand.bills written or printed, or otherwile, any ore for vot ac-
other perfon or ‘perfons as a coward or f:fl’g“c"g&"‘c shal -
cowards, rafcal or rafcals, liar or liars, or

nfe any: other irritating abufive language for nat
accepting a challenge, or fighting a duel, fuch

perfon or perfons thall for fuch offenge, bemg

thereof convilted, be fubjedt to the fame punifh.

ment as though he or they had fought 2 duel,
as provided by the firft feéh,on of this att, and,

the. pubhﬂler or p}mfer dhall in all profecuﬂons

under
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tinder this fection, be fummoned as a witnefs -
and accepted by the courts as a good witnefs :
againt the writer or writers of fuch’ publication
ar hand-bill; and if the faid printer or printers
when {ummoned before the court, thall refufe
to give up the writers” name or names, the
court fhall confider him or them as the author
or authors thereof, and proceed to punifh him
or them accordingly. '

Sec. 6. And be it furtber enacted by thé au-
Repeal of for- thority aforefaid, That any law or laws "which
;:;f;l‘;’::d“;* are hereby altered or fupplied, be, and the fame

fupplied.  are hereby repealed. ‘

'CHARLES PORTER, Speaker
7 of the Houfe of Reprefentativess,
JAMES BRADY, Speaker
of the Senate.

Avprovep—the thirty-firft day of March, in
the year one thoufand eight hundred and fix.

THOMAS. MKEAN.

oy

CHAPTER CCVL

An ACT making appropriations and for other
purpofes therein mentioned.

Seftion . E it enatfled by the Senate and
: Houfe of Reprefentatives of the
Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General As-
sembly met, and it is bereby enakied by the autho-
rity of the fame, That for the-payment oé the
cbts -
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