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from the Indians in the year one thousand six hundred and eighty

by William Biles, the ancestor of the present possessorsy that
.said purchase was further confirmed by a deed bearing dare the

- nineteenth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and rwen-
" ty-seven, under which a peaceable possession of the-same has been -
held ever since that time : Therefore to remove all doubts as res-
pects any clim which the Commonwealth may be supposed to

have to the said Island : ;

" Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
he ttle i FEHIIVE of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in  General As-
the Istand, Sembly mety and it is «hereby enacted by the authority of the same,
confirmed to That the present possessors of all and every part of the Island
.the present known by the name of Biles Island, situate in Falls township, Bucks
ROSSESSOIS.  gounty, about one mile below the lower Falls of the River Dela-
ware be, and they are hereby established and confirmed in the

possession and right to the same, which theéy respectively hold at

- the time of passing of this act: Provided, That nothing herein
.conuined shall be construed so as to-interfere with the rights of
any individual, or fmpair any contract respecting all or any part

of the said Istand. - C
) SIMON SNYDER, Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

) P. C. LANE, Speaker of the Senate. -
APPROVED—the first day of February, inthe year one thousand

" " ‘eight hundred and eight._
. . : THOMAS M:KEAN.

-—.--‘Q_ P ! ta—
CHAPTER XV,

An Aet to altér an Act entitled « dn Aet to erect the Trwn of Harris-
burg in the County of Dauphin ints a Borough.”

WHEREAS by the sixth section of an act of the General As-
. sembly of this commenwealth, passed on the thirteenth day
. of April, Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred ninety-one,
entitled * An act to erect the town of Harrisburg, in the county-
of Dauphin into a borough.” It is enacted ¢ that the burgesses
‘and freeholders inhabitants of Harrisburg respectively for ever
shall enjoy ail the powers, jurisdictions, exclusions, autherities
and privileges, and be subject to the same qualifications, restric-
tions, penalties, fines and forfeitures within the said borough, as
aré enjoyed by, and limited to the burgesses and inhabitants of
the borough of Reading in the county of Berks,” And whereas
it appears by petition of the inhabitants of the said borough of
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Harrisburg, that experience has fully proved that owing toa dif-
ference in the local situation of the two places, and various other
" causes, the act of assembly for erecting the town of Reading into
a Berough, however applicable to the purpose for which it was
originally intended by the legislature, is not well calculated for the
good government of the borough of Harrisburg : Therefore,
Section 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the Commonawealth of Penniylvania, in General Assem-
bly met, and it is kereby enacted by the authority of the same,
That the said town of Harrisburg, shall still continue and forever The ineor.
remain a borough under the name and title of « The Borough poration of
of Harrisburg,” the extent and bounds-of which shall be the same Hff“:"“"&f,
as in - the original law, /7 wit: beginning at low-water-mark on Eg’m‘,’fd}‘;";"f';
the Eastern shore of the Susquehanna river; thénce by the its former
pine-apple-tree, north sixty degrees and one quarter east, seventy- limits.
nine perches to an ash-tree on the west bank of Paxton creek j
thence by the several courses thereof three hundred and twenty-
three perches to a whitéhickory, in Wiliam Maclay’s lines
thence by the same south sixty-seven degrees and three quirters
west, two hundred and twelve perches to a marked chesnut-oak
on the eastern bank of the Susquehanna; thence by the same
course to low-water-mark; and from thence by the low-water~
-mark to the place of beginning. ) _
Secr. IL And beit further enacted 8y the authority aferesaid,
That the frecholders, housekeepers and other inhabitants of the Who mav
said borough, entitled to vote for members of the general assem- yote for ﬁca
bly, having resided within the said borough “at least on¢year im- rough offi.
mediately preceding the election and within that time paid a bo. €e¥3-
rough tax, shall have power on the third Fg-iday in March next, period of .
and on the same day in every year hereafter to meet at the court- election,
house in said borough, and then and there between the hours of
one and five in the afternoon, elect by ballot one respectable citi- ogeers 4
zen, residing therein,”who shall be styled the «Chief Burgess,” be chosen.
one other rtputable citizen, who shall be styled ¢ The Assistant Burgesses.
Burgess,” and nine reputable citizens to be a fown council, and LO®? coun-
shall also elect as aforesaid one reputable citizenas high-constable; ’
all of whom shall be residents and freeholders of the said borough, Constables.
And also shall at the same time and place elect four suitable per-
sons for constables, and return the said persons so elected for con- _
stables to the next court of quarter sessions of the county of Dau- Two of
phin; and the said court shall appoint two of them to be consta- whom shali
bles of the said borough for one year from and after the time of g; ?xfoégfi
their appointment’; but previous to the opening of said election, 4f Quarter
such of the inhabitants as are'present at the court-house, shall Sessiens.

e ] ; How the
elect three reputable citizens as judges, ongtas_ inspegtor and tweo election Is 16
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be conduct- 35 clerks of the said election, which shall be regulated and con-
ed ducted throughout according to the general election law of this
commonwealth, and who shall be subject to the same penalties
tor mal practices, as by the said law is imposed ; and the said judg-

es, inspectors and clerks, before they enter upon the duties.of their .

respective offices, shall take an oath or affirmation before any jus-
tice of the peace of said county, to-perform the same with fidelity;

aud afser said- election shall be closed, shalt declare the persons

having the greatest number of votes to be duly elected : and in case

How the  ¢p,y anytwoormorecandidatesshould haveanequal aumber of votes,

preference

is to he de. the preference shall be determined by lot, to be drawn by the" l

termined . three judges in the presence of the inspector and clerks ; whereup-
‘where two on duplicate certificates of said election shall be signed by the said

T it e judges, one of which shall be delivered to the clerk of the court of

ansqual  quarter sessions of the said county, to be deposited in his office,

. nu:fiber of * and the other shall be filed with the papers belonging to the cor-
vates.

Persons . . . . L.
etected-tobe preceding year to give notice in- writing to each of the persons so

notified. - elected as aforesaid ;. and in case of the death, resignation, remo-
Fow vacan: yal or refusal to accept of any of the said offices, the chief burgess,
Ef:m?res;g_ or in-his absence or inability to act, -the assistant burgess shall issue
nation, &c. his precept directed to the high-constable, to hold an election in
are to be  manner aforesaid, to sapply such vacancy, giving at least eight

supplied. days notice of such election by six advertisements set up in the
most public places in the said borough. :
Borongh of. ¢ Sect. L. dnd be it furtber enacted by the authority aferesaid, That

ficers meor. from and after the third Friday in March next, the chief burgess,
porated.-  assistant burgess, and town council, duly elected as aforesaid, and

K * their successors, shall be one body politic and corpordte by the
Style of the name and style of & The Chief Burgess, Assistant Burgess, and
corporatiae. 'Fown Council of the Borough of Harrisburg,” and shall have
Its general perpetual succession ; and the said chief burgess, assistant burgess,

powers, &¢. g . . ’,

and town council and their suceessors, shall be capable in law to
have, get, receive, hold and possess goods and chattels, landsand’
tenements, rents, liberties, jurisdictions, franchises and heredita-

*. ments, to them and their successors, in fee simple or otherwise,

not exceeding the yearly value of five thousand dollars; and also

to grant, sell, let and assign the same lands, tenements, heredita-

, ments and rents, und by the name and style aforesaid, they shall
"be capable inlaw to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded in

any of the courts of law in this commonwealth in all manner of

actions whatsoever, 'and to have and use one common seal, and the

< same from time to time at their will to change -and alter, until it
Twe weekly o otherwise directed by Jaws; and the said inhabitants shall here-

markets and !
. two'tairs in after for ever hold two markets in each week, cne on Wednesday,

poration. And it shalt be che duty of the high-constable for the -
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and one on Saturday ; and two fairs in each year, one.on the se- .
cond Thursday and succeeding Friday in June, ‘and the other on may be held
the second Thursday and succeeding Friday in October for ever. in sxid Bo-

" Sgcr. IV, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, VBN
"That if any person duly elected as chiéf burgess, assistant burgess, Penaity on
member of the town council, or high constable as aforesaid, and Beroughofi-
havihg received notice thereof as directed by this act, shall refuse °*s r¢fusing

or neglect to take upon himselt the execution of the gffice to which 5, mg serve.
he shall have been elected, or having raken upon himself the du-
ties of said office; shall neglect to discharge the same according to
law, every person so refusing or neglecting, shall for every such
offence, forfeit and pay the sum_of twenty dollars; which fine, ;.
and all other fines and forfeitures incurred and made payable in recovered,
pursuance of this act, or of any of the bye-laws and ordinances of and to what
the town council, shall be for the use of the said corporation, and ¥*¢:
shall be recovered before the chief burgess, or in his absence or
inability to act, before thie assistant burgess, in the same manner
that debts not exceeding one hundreq dollars, are recoverable be-
fore a justice of the peace; and when so recovered, shall be forth-
with paid to the treasurer of the Borough'; and it shall be the
dutyof the officersofsaid Borough,on receiving any money,belong- .
ingtothe corporation, to paythe same to the treasurer forthwith,

Scex. V. And be it furiber enacted by the authority aferesard,
That the chief burgesss, assistant burgess, town council and high- Qualificatiors
constable, and each of thém, before entering upon the duties of 9f the Bo-
their respective offices, shall take and subseribe an cath or affirma- z{;:ih ,Oﬁ"
tion, before any justice of the peace of the said county, to support

‘the constitution of the Unired States, and of this State, and to
execute the duties of their respective offices with fidelityy and the
certificates of such oaths and affirmations, shall be filed among the
records of thesaid corporation, N

Sect, VI.  dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, A quorum of
That it shall be the duty of the said town council, five of whom the Town

-shall be 3 quorum, to hold quarteriy meetings on the first Saturday -‘E"““"'l to
b . . < hold quar-
in April, luly, October and January, in each year, and oftener, terly meet-
if occasion, requires; at which meetings they shall revise, repeal ings.

or amend, all such bye-laws, and ordinances as have been hereto- - L

fore made in the said Borough; and enact such other bve-laws, and f“"“““ to

- - ) . - ¢ transact-
mazke such rules, regulations and ordinances, 25 shall be determined ed at such
by 4 majority of them, necessary to promote the peace, good or- meetings.
der, benefit and advantage of said Borough, particularly of pro-

viding for the regulation of the markets, improving, repairing and To make by-

keeping in order the streets, lanes, alleys and highways, ascertain- laws, &c.

ing the depth of vaults, sinks, pits for necessary-houses, and ma-

king permanent rules relative to the foundations of buildings,
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party-walls and fences, and for the safe-keeping, and preservation -

To assess, irom injury, of the lot of ground in the said Borough; belonging to

apportion  this commonwealth. until it be otherwise disposest of by law:

and appro- They shall have power to assess, apportion and appropriate such
priate taxes. taxes, as shall be determined by a majority of them, necessary for -

To appoint 2 carrying the said rules and ordinances, froni time to time, into com-

Town-clerk, plete effect; and also to appoint a town clerk, treasurer, two persons

g{f::t‘rég;n to act as strect and road supervisors, 2 clerk of the marketanda

missioners, collector, annually, and such other officers as may be deemed neces-

Clerk of the sary, from time to time, and the same officers, from time to time,

‘é‘:ﬁtﬁ:» to remove for misdemeanor in office, which meetings of the said

o OO town.council shall be beld at the court-house, ‘in the said borough

) until 2 town-house is erected : Provided that no bye-law, rule or

- Provisoas  grdinance of the said corporation shall be repugnant fo the con-

- stitution or laws of .the United States or of this commonwealth ;
and that no person shall be punished for a breach of a bye-law or -
ordinance made as aforesaid, until ten days have expired after the
promulgation thereof, in at least one English and one German

Astoa.  Dewspaper printed in the said borough : And Provided also, That

mount of D assessing such tax, due regard shall be had to the valuation of

{axes. taxable property taken for the purpose of raising county rates and

levies; so that the s2id tax shall not in any one year exceed half 2
cent in the dollar of such vzluation, unless some object of general
atility shall be thought necessary, in which case a majority of the
taxable inhabitants of said borough, shall approve of and certify
the same, in writing under their hands, to the town council, who
shall proceed to assess the same accordingly., L .
. Seer. VIL.  And be it further enacted by the authority afovesaidy
Mode of col- That the chief burgess, elected and qualified agreeably to this act,
i‘:;g;’ff the o in his absence or imability to act, the assistant burgess is hereby
. authorized to issue his precept, as often as occasion may require,

. directed’ to the collector, commanding him to collect ail taxes so
Duties and assessed, and the same to pay over to the treasurer. And the
powers of 5530 chief burgess, or in his absence or inability to act, the assis.-
the Burgess- . . . - -
s tant burgess is hereby authorized to carry into effect ull bye-laws

and ordinances enacted.by the town council, and whatsoever else
shall be enjoined upon him or them, for the well ordering and go-
verning said borough ; and shall have jurisdiction in all cases
of dispute,that mayarise betwen the corporation and iddividuals,un~
der this act or any bye-laws enacted by the town council, and shall
also have power to mitigate or remit fines and forfejtures, in all cases
where it shall appear that the person or persons so fined did not
offend intentionaily, or on their having some other just and rea-
- ‘sonable excuse to plead in his or their behalf; which excuse shall -
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be satisfactorily proven to the said chief burgess, or assistant burs
gess, as the case may be. :

Secr. VIIL.  And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That it shall be the duty of the town clerk to attend all meetings Duties ang

‘of the town council, when assembled upon business of the corpo- responsibilis
ration, and perform the duty of clerk thereto, and keep and pre. ff,;‘i‘ft;‘_hc‘i_rk
serve the common seil and records of the corporation and be an- A
swerable for the same, and aiso for the faithful discharge of all*

the duties which may be enjoined upon him by virtue of this act,

or of the acts'of the corporation, whose attestation, with the seal

of the corporation, shall be good evidence of the act or thing so

certified. :

Secr. IX, And be it further enacted by the autbority afiresaid,

That the treasurer shall give sufficient security for the faithful dis- Tressurer to
charge of the duties of his office, and for the safe dslivery of all five securi.
monies, books and accounts appertaining thereto, into the hands ¥» %c- _
of his successor, upon demand made for that purpose. :

Sect. X, And ke it further enacted by the quthority sfovesaid,

‘That the street supervisors, treasurer, high-constable, clerk of ARt officers
the market and collector, as well as all other officers, which may :‘]PPO‘"“’-d by
be appointed by the corporation or council, shall, at the quarterly (o, "o ror.
meeting of the council in the month of April, yearly, render their der their ac- .
accounts to the said council for setilement; and the said accounts, ©ounts annu-
being so adjusted and settled accordingly, shall be forthwith pub- flt‘;l cfzxt- sets
lished by said council, shewing particularly the amount of taxes '
laid and collected, and of all mohies paid into the treasury, and the

amount of expenditures. :

Sscr. XL And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That the chief burgess, assistant burgess and president of the coun- 1y, burges-
cil, or any two of them, shall constitute.a court of appeal, and ses, & to
prior to the collection of any Borough-tax, the collector shall in- constitute a-
form each inhabitant of the amount of his tax, and of the time 0" o ap-
and ‘place of appeal: Provided nevertheless, That the said’ court of medy gricy.
appeal shall have no other power, as such, than to determine the ances in tax.
justness of the apportionment of said tax, and to remedy any *{om-
grievance that may occur inimposing the same, -

Secr. XU dud ke it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Dutiesof th
That it shall be the duty of the high-constable to give notice of hi;hesoon;tn?
the annual elections of thesaid Borough, held in pursuance of this ple, -
act, by setting up advertisements in the market-houses, and in four
other public places in the said Borough, ten days previous thereto;
he shall sttend and see that the same is opened, at the time and in
the manner directed by this act: Provided, That it shall be the

- duty of the present high-constable to publish and superintend, in _.

D



[ 26 1

Jike manner, the election to be held on the third Friday in March
next, as is herein before directed.
-Secr. XML And be it further enacted by the outhority aforessid,
Allowaneeto That the judges, inspector and clerks of. the elections aforesaid,
election offi- shall be allowed each, one dollar a day for their services in holding”
cers.” said elections; and the town councit shall, from time to time, affix
fhﬂ”.‘es of the salaries of the bigh-constable, town clerk, treasurer, clerk of
ehigh con- . .
stable, town the market, and such other officers as may be appointed under this
clerk, &c.  act, which salaries shall be paid out of the borough treasury, by
orders drawn thereon,signed by the president of the council, which
salaries shall not be increzsed or diminished during the time for which

) the said officers were appointed’ respectively: Provided also, That
Penalty on if any persor, appointed by the town council, as aforesaid, shall
officers, ap- neglect or refude to take upon himself the duties of the office to
fﬁ’é“tﬁ“‘vgy which he shall be so appointed, shall forfeit and pay for the use of
couneil, re- the corporation, the sum of twenty dollars, unless he canren- .
fusing to~  der to the said council, a satisfactory reason why he should be ex-
serve. onerated from such service, .

Persons feel. SecT. XIV. dnd be it further ena.a."ted by the authortty aforesaid,

ing them- "T'hat if any person or persons shall think him, her or themselves

selves ag- aggrieved, by any thing done in pursuance of this act, except mn

grieved,may what relates to the imposing and collecting the borough-tax and

- appeal tothe o ppointments made by the town council, he, she or they may ap-

mon pleas.- peal to the next court of common’ pleas,to be held for the saidcounty
upon giving security, according to law, to prosccute his, her or
their appeal with effect, and the said court, having taken sach or-
der therein as shall seem to them just and reasonable, the same
shall be conclusive against all parties.

. Sect. XV.  And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
Repealing . That from and after the third Friday in March next, the act en-
clayse. titled ¢ An Act to erect the Town of Harrisburgh, in the county

of Dauphin, into a Borough;” passed on tlie thirteenth day of
April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, be, and the
same is hereby repealed. -

’ ' SIMON SNYDER, Specker

of the House of Representatives.
P. C. LANE, Speaker of the Senate.
Arsrovep—the first day of February, in the year one thousand
eight hundred and eight. . )
THOMAS MKEAN:



