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CHAPTER CL 

An ACT for the purpose oj adjusti•·g the Titles .t.o Lands in Bedford'. 
, and Uf;ter Townships, in Luzerne and Lycoming Counties. 

SE.CT. I. BE it enact:d by the Senate and House qj"Representative.r 
if the Comnionwea/,h ef Penns)'lvCf11ia, in General 

.Asse1nh~v nzet, and it is h~reby enacted by the aUthority ~J the same, 
Tbat the Governor of this com1nonwealth be, and he is hereby The Go"·et'n­
authorize<l and rcqUired to appoint three commissioners, whose or to appoint 
d t " I ll b d d f 11 . d th,ee com. ~ y 1t s 1a e t? procee to, an C;'lre u y examine an ascer- niissioners. 
tain the quantity, quality and situation of all the lands (except- Duties of. 
in~ such as arc hereinafter ~xceptcd) lying within the tovin-
sh1p (!f Bedford, Luzerne county, and the tow·nship of Ulster, 
as originally surveyed, under the rules and· regulations of the 
Connecticut SUsquehanna Company, ln Lycoming county, claim-
ed under a Pennsylv~nia tide, by a patent, or a location, or war-
rant, on which a survey haS been executed and returned, agreea-
bly to la\v; prior to the twenty-eighth day ot March, one thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty seven, and to resurvey, and .. 
divide the same, according to their va1ue, into four classes, dis~ Shall t.ln·:dc 
· 'h b ffi h' d thela.ndinto t1ngu1s ed y the narne o rst, second, t ird an fourth class ; four cl:isses 

the first class to contain lands of the greatest value, and the according 
second, third and fourth classes Of inferior value, preser"Ving a to the~r com~ 
due proportion bet\yeen each; and shall adjudge what sum per !.1ar:-.tive 
acre each l>ennsylvania claimant shall receive, nor·excecdjng s~~T·ad-
the rates hereinafter mentioned. jl!dge ·what 

SECT. Jil. And be it further enacted by the authority qfare.t:iid, 5"?1d shall h~ 
'l'h l f" p I. 1· h. '! paitoeacu at to··suc l o tw.e ennsy van1a i; atmants, av1ng tit e to Pennsvlva-
lands \Vithin t~e aforesaid to\vnships, of ~ither of the sald clas.- nia cl:limant. 
ses 'vho shall comply with the co?-ditions of this act, such com .. 
pensation .shall be made as the commissioners shall award, not 
exceeJing the rates her~inafter specified, in manner hereinafter 
directed; that iJ· to iay, to those whose lands sh~U be in the Lanl\ of the 
first class, a sum not exceeding five doHars per acre; to those tirst class to 
,vhose lands shall be in the second class, a sum not exceeding h1 e five do~-
h d l l . h ] , J ll b · h ars per acre. 

t ,ree ol ars per acre; to t iose \V_ osc anus s 1a e 10 t e Second class 
"third cla~s, a sum not exceeding one dollar and fifty cents pc;;r S 3. 
acre ; and to those \Vhos.e lands shall be in ,the fourth clas!i, a Third class 
sum nor exceeding twenty-five cents p'er .acre; in all cases hav- ~o~r~~- class 
ing <lue regard to quality and situation. . 25 cents. 

SECT. III. :1tul be it •further enacted hy the autho,-ity eforeiair/, 
'I'hat every Pennsylvania claimant, "vho shall accept of the coni.- P_~nnsylva-
pcnsation affixed by the com1nissioners, for lands certified to nradal!"Ilants 

. h' . l ll b . l d . f to receive settlers in pursuance of t is act, s ia c ent1t e to receive rom certificates 
then1 certificates, stadng the quantity, quality and prices of the of the .\•:i.lue 
same; which certificates shall be presented to the 'secretary of of theu.· 

the land-office, \vho "shall certify' the amount of the purchase \~~t~h shall 
Jl}Oney and interest, (if any) lY11ich may remain due to the ~01n- be present-
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e~l to the of n1on\vealth on the lands therein descr:ibe1J, to the accounting de"'. 
secretary partmcnt, \vho shall deduct the san1e ftoni the con1pensation 
the lan<l fl- d b h . . d h b I h ti d d ntlie<~. a .-~xc y t e co1n.m1ss1oners, an t e . a an.cc t us set e an 
!My of the adjusted by the satd department shall be paid by the treasurer 
secretary. Qil warrants dra,Vn by the auditor-general: Providing always, That 
!luty 0~ the cases of dispute bet\veen Pl'nnsylvania claimants shall be de-' 
accountmg .d l - f · h f h dep:>rtmuit. c1 ed by .t 1e board o property, previous tot e secretary o t e 
1\nwunt lal)d-office certifying as •tforesai<l; but nothing in this act shall 

JOun(l d~1e be construed to prevent the party against whon1 a decision shall 
tohepa.<lbyb d < • 1· 1 f the treasui·- e ma e, irom prosecuting an appea 1n t 1c court o. comm~n 
er. pleas, in the couiity \Vhere the seat of government is* oi' may 
Disputes be- be established, for the time being ; and in case of an appeal 
~~~~.:~i;enn- from the decision of the board of property, the said secretary_ 
ciaimunts t0 shall not certify to the accounting depar~ment, nor the money 
he settled h}' be paid until a final decision upon such appeal;_ .which appeal 
the boar<l._,0 f shall be entered, and the said secretary notified thereof, within 
propect),.<c. l c d . . . d. b h b d f .Appe:1l ten cays a1ter a ec1s1on is rµa e y t e oar o property. 
granted. SECT. IV • .And be it further enac1ed by the aut~ority '!fore.raid, 
.Secretary. That any I'ennsyJvania claimant, \vhose lands shall be included 
not to rn·h· . h" h "d h" d l h 11 -1 h ty to the lVlt in t ~ sa1 toi.vns zps, an w ~o .s a re use to acc~pt t e 
accounting compens:ition affixed by the ~01nffi:1ss1oners, shall be at hberty, 
dep!i.l'tment after certificates shall have been issued 'to the settlers for his said 
•dtnti.I ~final lands, to institute a suit or suits against this comrbon,vealth for a 

eclSoon. ' ' h 1 f I . h f 1 Pennsylva· recovery·o. t e va ue o t 1e same, 1n t e courts o common p eas, 
nia<'.lairnants in the resp"ective counties \vhere they are situate; at wl1ich trial 
ihuy in~ti-. the court and- jury shall have power to a\vard a· just co111pensa-
tute su>ts "' · r I I d "fi d c "d P "d d H h 11 · ease the,- do t1on ior t 1e an s, cert1 e as a1oresa1 : 1"Q'Ut e , e s a , in 
not choo.se the c6urse of the said trial,, make it appear to the court and jury 
to .lccept the that he is fully, .fairly and e,xclusively t"Dtitled to such l~nd under 
c.ompefl~s:i.- 1 this c'on1mon,vealth, except as against the person or persons 
ttono ere( 1 . . h · ·5 d' bv the com. c aHn1ng t e $ame, by \11rtue of a certi Cate or patent, grante 
1Tiissioners. under the authority of this act; and upon such trial being de-. 
P.roviso. termined in favour of: the Pennsulvania claimant1 the plaintiff in 
Arnomit 1 

due to.be the said sriit, he, she or they shall be entitled to receive the full 
p:i.id by the sum a\varded in his, her or their fayour, on Fresenting a certifi­
accounting- cate of the verdjct and judgment in such suit~ with the costs 
department 1 · h 1 · - db f I · d 
011 an exhi- taxet int e usua rrt:inner, certitie y one or more o t 1e JU ges 
Jiition of a. before \\'hon1 the tri.iI was had, and by the clerk of the court, 
certilica:e of to the accounting departrnent, 'vho shall deduct ~the purchase 
the_ ~-ci1·dict. money and interest which may remain due and unpaid on the 
~~~~ 1fa i)· land .in question, which shall be ascertained by the secretary 

of the )and-office, and certified by him to the accounting of .. 
ficers, and the balanc.e shall.be paid by the treasurer on a war-

?rovi,;'1. _rant 9.ra\vn by the auditor general : Provided also, That in case 
said Pennsylvania claimant, should not recover a greater sum 
before said Court and j_ury than the sum fixed on b.Y the said 
,com~issioncrs, he shall .pay all the costs of suit. 

The \Vord ··is" omi.ttctl in the original. 
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SECT. V. And be it fitrther enacted hy the authority rforesaiJ, 
J'hat it shall be the duty of the commissioners to examine and C:omn:iis~ 
ascertain the rights of lots (excepting such as are hereinafter ex- sumers_t0

1 
d h. h . d d . d b C . . l . ascertain tie cepte ) '' ~c \vere occup1e a? acquire. y onnec.qcut c aun- lcits occnpi· 

ants, actualJy settlers, \VIth said to\vnslups, or some ·one ot the ell by Con· 
sev~nteen townships prior to the 28th of l\rl arch 1787, and to nc~ticut 

11 I 1 h . h . · . b cl:umants -a ot t le same to t 1em, t cir e1rs or assigns, ·agreea · ly to &c. ::in<l 10 
·lines heretofore run an<l. established among them, and to divide ::1.l!ot the 

the same into four classes, in like manner as is directed in the sainc 10 

.first section of this act.; and they shall 1nake out certificates ~!~~·;~ ~~~it 
therefor, \Vith a draft of survey·thercto annex~d, and deli\1er An<l <livide 
the s~me to the settlers, their heirs ~or assigns, \vho shall pay for ~he s~me 

_the lands so allotted to the1n the sa1ne. prices as those affixed by 11

1
1to four b 

the CO('flmissioners as the compensation to Pennsylvania claim- ~):~~s~~t·~~t·e 
ants.; to wit, for the first class, a stun not exceeding five dollar:; e~L 

·per acre; -for the second class, a sum not exceeding three dol- And m~kc 
c h h" d 1 d" d ~md dehre1· lars per acre ; rot: t e t ir c ass, a sum not excee 1ng one ol·- ct:niHcates 

lar and fifty cents per acre; for the fourth class, a '!iUln not ex- of the \;~,m~. 
ceeding twenty-five cents per acre; with interest from the <late ::.u~ns yi b~ 
of said certifica:c, and payable in_ eight equal an_nual instal~ents, fri~1i:1~/0r !.:::tiil 

-the first of \Vhtch shall be due 1n three years after the (late of Iiitcrc'~t to 
such certificate, and v.·ithin the fir~t t,Vo years said sett1er, his he paid fi'flm 
or her.heirs vr assi~ns, shall make -application, with such ccrtifi- tl

1
ie <late. <!f 

· ffi~ - r · . tic cert1ft. 
cate, at the land-o ce, and obtain a patent .ior. Ins, her or their eate. 
Jarid, paying the surveying and office fees : Jlrovided, ~hat not Paym"'nt to 
1nore than 400 acres shall be certified as aforesaid, in right of b~ m:ide in 

I 11 · 1 c1•rht cou-i,l any ·one settler, nor s 1a a rrreater quantity t ran 1·00 acres be . 0• Im · 
1
• 

• v •ITT~ ~· 
contained in any one patent. &c. 

SECT. VI. And be it fiirther enacted by the authority rforaaid, 
Tl~at the secretai-y of the land-office shall issue a patent or pa- 'floe. se~rc-

f · h 1 · · · I d d · tarv to issue tents or his, er or t 1e1r respective an s, an on said 11atent 1,. 1· · 1 
, . • ,, eu s .--.1.:. 

or patents certify the amount of tl~e purchase nloney due for 
the land therein described, and the periods on \vhich the sarnc 
shall become due, \vhich sllm or stuns, so certified, shall be ;:ind 
remain in the nature of a 1nortgage, until the rnoncy shall b~ 
paid; and such patent or patents shall be recorded in [he coun..: Patents to 

h h I ' r - h. · 1 f I d Le rc·~-,nled ty w ere t e ana 1es, wit in six n1ont is a ter t 1c ate or dates wit!ti:; 6 
thereof, or the same sha1l be of no force and validity \Vhatevcr, n•o:itl•~­
and that such record, as aforesaid, in the proper county, shall be 
as good evidence of the purchase~ 1noney due to' the comn1on- Such re~ord 
)Vealth, ~n~ upon \Vhich to bring a suit for_ a recoyery of the ~:~~:e'Z~: 
same, as if 1t had been. secured by mortgage, 1n proper form, an<l 
recorded at large. 

SECT. VII. And be ii jur"ther enacted by the authority afore.raid, 
'fhat nothing in this act contained shall be construed or urider­
stood to authorize or empower· the said conln1issioners to certify 

t The word " mone~ 11 interlined \Vitb. a·k·ad pC.ntil ii1 tht": or~;;in:d 
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No ccrtifi. to Jny person or pcl'so:is any land \Vithin the afo~esaid tm.vn., 
cate to issue ships, held or claiffied under a Pennsylvania title, under a pa­

__ for .lands on tent, loCation, \varrant, or settletncnt, \Vhere the Pennsylvania 
whocha . · •. h I ' , fl J d Pennsy.lva· c!a•mant is. in t e actua possession. or occupa~cy o. t 1e an , 
nia claimant either by h1n1self or tenant, at the time of passing this act. 
resi.des &c. . SEcT. Vil i. And he it further enacted hy the authority ajorefaid, 
Claimants \ · · I · · not to hold That each and everv ·person or p_erf:soi:s c a1fmh1ng t 1e p~o~1s1ons 
under a. of this act, shall prove, to the satts action o t e comm1ss1oners, 
joint titl~. that he, she or they do not hold under a joint title of Pcnnsyl-, 

vania and Connecticut, but that he, or she or they hold exclusively 
under one or the other, and· have not done any thing, direct .. 
ly or indirectly, to destroy_ or conceal such joint title, \Vith a 
view of coming. within the provisions of this act. 
· Snc·r. IX. And be it further enacted hy the authority eforeraiU, 

~rhat each of the said comffiissioners, before he acts, shall .take Commis. 
sioners to an oath or affirmation be-fore some judge or justice of the Peace, 
take an oath that he will diligently, faithfully and" impartially discharge the 
of office. duties assigned him by this act; anJ in case either of the com-
Governor missioners should die, or refuse or become lncapable to act, thf. 
may supply Gov~rnor shail appoint a Person to supply his place ; and all acts 
~~:sn~~e~. by a majority of the sai<l commissioners shall be as valid as lf they 
nlajority to had all joined thereih. 
be valid. SEcT. X . . And be it further £n0cttd hy the auth;;rity qfore1aid, 
Shall keep Tl\at the commissioners shall keep a regular account of their pro­
an ac~ount · ceediiigs in a book, ,vhi<;h shall, on or before the second 'fucsday 
~!:~f~;s'.ro· in Decetnber next, be deposited by thein in the land-office; and 
Ma.y appoint they may appoint a clerk, \Vho shall be S\Vorn or· affirn1e<l by 
a cl~rk &c. then1, faithfully and diligently to register all their proceedings 

in pursuance of this act, and they inay appoint a surveyor or 
Wkho shall1 surveyors, and cmplov chain-carriers and markers, for the pur­
ta e an oa.t i. f ; . h • h 1 ll · d · d pose o maK1ng sue surveys as t ey s~1a JU ge necc.:;sary ; an 

Compcnsi"t. 
tion of to be 
fixed ~y the 

sioners. 

the said survevors, chain-carriers. and 1nirkcrs shall be s\vorn, 
by one of the ~01nmissioners, faithfully and diligently to perforni. 
their re~pective duties, an<l shall receive a reasonable compens:i­
tion for their services, to be fixed by the cot:nmissioners, and 
paid by the con1monweaith; and all surveys inade by the direc­
tion of the said commissioners, shall by them be returned. to the 
office of the surveyor-general. · Survio:ys • 

to be return· SE.cT. XI. And be it Jierther enafted by the nuthority aforesaid, 
e<l to the Th:it cases of dispute, between the settlers cl:iirning under a 
surveyor. setde1nent or Connecticut right, shall be decided by the said general's 
office. commissioners. . 
Disputes Sec. SECT. XII. And he it further e11acted by the authority rfore1aid, 
to he settled That there shall be allo\ved and paid out of the public trea-
by the com. . h f h . ~ I . d JI d > tnissioners. sury, to eac~ o t e coinmiss1oners, t iree o ars per ay, anl.t to 
Commis- their clerk t\VO dollars per day, for each clay they 1nay be 
i;ion~rs to respectivelY employed .in performing the duty required by this-
rece1ve .S 3 • 
per day and act. 
clcrt:: two• 
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SECT_. XIII. And be itjiurtber enacted by_tbe autbaritu a rare· c . 
'd ·rh I 'd . . f d , U' omm,,. 

,Sill , at t ie sat· con1tn1ss1oners shall per arm an complete the sioners du· 
duties enjoined upon them bj this act, o.n or before the second -ties to be 
1~uesday of Decerilber next and thev shall lay before the next performed 
J · 1 f h' ' ( f-11 ' f h · befocethe2<l eg1s .ature o t 1s co1nmonwea th a u statement o t e1r ·pro- Tuesi:!.ay in 
ceed1ngs, and of the expenses incurred by then1, as wagt::s to Dect".mber 
the1nselves,- clerks, surv~yors, and chain carriers, an<l markers; nf!xt. 
and that a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars be, and· is 1Aobcou1 ~~s1 of 

hereby appropriated for the payme_nt of such expenses, after the b~lo;e ~~e 
accounts-of the said c0Lun1issioners shall have been adjusted by next legisl'a· 
the accountant officers. ture. 

JOHN WEBER, Spenker 
of tlJe House oJ Repre1entatives. 

, P, C, LANE, Speaker of /be Sennte, 

APPRovE:n--the nineteenth dav of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and ten. · , 

_ SIMON SNYDER. 
CHAPTER en; 
_ _.__:o•---

.. An ·A;t regulating".Arbt"tratio"ns~ 
SECT. I. BE- it enacted by the Senate and HouSt of .Repreienlati~u 

if the Conimon'luealth 'of Pennsylvanza, in General 
A11etnb~v met, and it is he_rehy enacted by the authority of th'e Jtitne, 
That, trom and after ~he first day of May ne~t, it sha!l and After tbe 
may be lawful for either party, his, her or the~r agent or attdffley, first of May 
in all civil suits or actions, pending, or that may hereafter be next nll suits 
~rought in any court of this Commonwealth, having either fe:;' ~~re-
original or-appellate' jurisdiction of such suits or actions, to e 
enter at the prothonotary's office, at any time after the entry of 
such suits or actions, excepting appeals to the register's tollrt, Appeal~ to 
or issues directed by the said court, a rule of reference~ where- the. regis­

in the said party s.hall state his, her or their dete~n::iination tO ~:c:.r~~d:t 
have arbitrators chosen on a day c«:rtain, to be mehtioned there- &c. 
i~, n~t exc~eding _thirty d~ys. thereaft~r, tor ~he trial of all ~at-Timeoftrial 
ters in var1arice in such suit or actron between the parties; to be with .. 
'vhich. rule shall be entered ori record by the prothonotary, and in 30 rlays 

the folloWing proceedings shall be had thereon: that is to say, aftethr ~e 11 t1•Y 'fh h h b h' l h. o e rue. e party, w et er y ts,. ier or t e1r agent or attorney, or 
Otherwise, entering the rule of reference, shall, under the pen­
alty· of ten 'dollars, to be recovf"red by the adverse party,. as. 
debts of equal ·amount are by la\v recoverable, procure from 
t~e prothoriotary, a copy there~f, under his· hind and seal, Copy of the 
and serve, or cause· to be servep., the same, or a copy thereof, reference 
on the opposite part}r, hi5) her or th~ir. agen~ or attorney, to be served 
or i.f not to-be found, --leave a copy thereof at his, her or their by th7 party 

rast place of nbode; giving at least.ten days notice, in the city :~~c;:~e. 
- -- T 
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