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CHAPTER CIL

An ACT for the purpose of adjusting the Titles 1o Lands in Bedford” l
_and Ulster Townsbips, n Luzerne and Lyc'amiﬂg Connties.

Sger. L BE 1t enacted by the Senateand House c_)}‘"ﬁ@r“ﬂmz‘aﬁw&'
of the Commonwealdy of Pennsylvania, in General
Assembly met, and it is hereby endcied by the afithority of the same,
That the Governor of this commonwealth be, and he is hereby The Govern..
authorized and required 1o appoint three commissioners, whose o to #PPoint
duty it shall be to proceed to, and carefully examine and ascer- \ioners.
tain the quantity, quality and situation of all the lands (except- Duties of.
ing such as arc hereinafter excepted) lying within the town-
ship of Bedford, Luzerne county, and the township of Ulster,
as originally surveyed, nnder the rules and regulations of the
Connecticut Susquehanna Company, in Lycoming county, claim-
ed under a Pennsylvania title, by a patent, or 2 location, or war-
rant, on which a survey has been executed and returned, agreci-
bly to law; prior to the twenty-eighth day of Marel, one thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty seven, and to resurvey, and .
divide the same, according to their value, into four classes, dis- 3”““ divide
. : ) . he land into
tinguished by the name of first, second, third and fourth class ; fu; clugses
the first class to contain lands of the greatest value, and the according
second, third and fourth classes of inferior value, preserving a totheir com.
due Proportion between each ; and shall adjudge what sum per PArattve
acre each Pennsylvania claimant shall receive, not-exceeding Spal ad-
the rates hereinafter mentioned. _ judge what
Secv. M. dnd be it further enacted by the authority gforesaid, 27 fg“ilazﬁ
‘That to-such of the PennSylvania claimants, having title to };’ennsyh’a-
lands within the aforesaid townships, of either of the said clas- nia claimant,
ses who shall comply with the conditions of this act, such com-
pensation shall be made as the con}missioners shall a'wax:d, not
exceeding the rates hereinafter specified, in manner herematter .
directed ; that is o0 say, to those whose lands shall be in the g 04 of the
first clags, a sum not exceeding five dollars per acre; to chose first class to
whose lands shall be in the second class, a sum not exceeding P five dal.
three dotlars per acre; to those whose lands shall be in the geoina clase
‘third class, a sum not exceeding one dollar and fifty cents per § 3.
acre; and to those whose lands shall be in the fourth class, a Thil‘(s‘ class
sum not exceeding twenty-five cents per acre; in all cases hav- R [0t o
ing due regard to quality and situation. . 25 cents.
Sucr. 1ML dnd be it furiher enacted by the autherity aforesaid,
That every Pennsylvania claimant, who shall accept of the com- Pennsylva-
pensation aflixed by the commissioners, for lands certificd to Macimants
settlers in pursuance of this act, shall be entitled to receive from cepifcates
them certificates, stating the quantity, guality and prices of the of the value
same 3 which certificates shall be presented to the secretary of of Bl;.eu‘
the land-office, who ‘shall certify the amount of the purchase wioh ehan
meoney and interest, (If any) which may remain due to the oI~ be present.
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ed to the of monwealth on the fands therein described, to the accounting de-
secretury  partment, who shall deduct the same from the compensation
the lund 4ffixed by the commissioners, and the bulance thus settled and
Duty of the adjusted by the said department shall be paid by the treasurer
secretary,  gn warrants drawn by the auditor-general: Providing always, That
iégf}{‘;’tﬂshe cases of dispute between Pennsylvania claimants shall be de-'
llEpdrtmuft cided by the board of property, previous to the secretary of the
Amount  land-office certifying as aforesaid ; but nothing in this act shall
f"”l’:“ due he construed to prevent the party against whom a decision shall
ihe ig‘:ﬁj?y be made, from prosecuting an appeal in the court of common
er. pleas, in the county where the seat of government is* of may
Disputesbe- he egtablished, for the time being; and in case of an appeal
‘S‘Ji'f,igif“““' from the decision of the board of property, the said secretary
chaimants to shall not certify to the accounting department, nor the money
be settled by be paid until a final decision upon such appeal ; -which appeal
L:[;g [’é):t"d‘_,‘:f shall be entered, and the said secretary notified thereof, within
lApgeaf" “ten days after a decision is made by the board of property.
granted. Sect. IV. drd be it further enacied by the authority aforesaid,
Secretaty  That auy Pennsylvania claimant, whose lands shall be included
;E;t;;(t)ﬂtﬁzlth within the sald townships, and who shall refuse to accept the
accounting Compensation affixed by the commissioners, shall be at liberty,
department after certificates shall have been issued to the settlers for his said -
ggz*.:gf‘m[“““l lands, to institute a suit or suits against this commonwealth for a
Pennsylva- recovery-of the value of the same, 1n the courts of common pleas,
nia elaimants in the respective counties where they are situate at which erial
;ﬂft‘z “llj:;l the court and jury shall have power to award a’ just compensa-
case thev d, tion for the lands, certified as aforesaid : Provided, He shall, in
not choose  the céurse of the said trial, make it appear to the court and jury
to accept the that he is fully, fairly and exclusively entitled to such land under
oy this commonwealth, except as against the person or persons
by the com. clalming the same, by virtue of a certificate or patent, granted
missioners. under the authority of this act; and upon such trial being de-
f\’llg‘:l‘:f"t termined in favour of the Pennsylvania claimant, the plaintiff in
due to he the said suit, he, she or they shall be entitled to receive the full
paid by the sum awarded in his, her or their favour, on presenting a certifi-
accounting - cate of the verdict 2nd judgment in such suit, with the costs
:}ﬁl’;':t":‘;‘i;:t taxed in the usual manner, certified by one or more of the judges
Vition of 3 Defore whom the tridl was had, and by the clerk of the court,
certificate ofto the accounting deparfment, who shall deduct “the purchase
_‘]!‘]‘*.i‘.'e"l‘h“- money and interest which may remain due and unpaid on the
ment. % land in question, which shall be ascertained by the secretary
' of the land-office, and certified by him to the accounting of-
ficers, and the balance slall be paid by the treasurer on a war-
Proviso, _rant drawn by the auditor general : Provided also, That in case
said Pennsylvania’ claimant, should not recover a greater sum
before said court and jury than the sum fixed on by the said
commissicners, he shall pay all the costs of suit. '

The word -*is” omitted in thé original,
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Sect. V. And be 1t further enacted by the authority aferesaid,
That it shall be the duty of the commissioners to examine and Commis-
ascertain the righis of lots (excepting such as are hereinafter ex- ::;‘;ﬁ:h““uw
cepted) which were occupied and acguired by Connecticut clain- 165 aecupi.
ants, actually settlers, with said townships, or some one of the ed by Con-
sevénteen townships prior to the 28th of March 1787, and to “ﬁ?ti‘f"t
allot the same to them, their heirs or assigns, agreeably to g it
‘lines heretofore run and, established among them, and to divide sliof e
-the same into four classes, in like manner as is directed in the same o
first section of this dcty and they shall make out certificates ;t‘li gl
therefor, with a draft of survey thercto annexed, and deliver Ang divide
the same to the settlers, their heirs or assigns, who shall pay for the sume
.the lands so allotted to them the same prices as-those affixed by “]‘,t"‘f““fvh
the commissioners as the compensation to Pennsylvania claim. ;‘,,:?Si.zit_e
ants; #o wif, for the first class, a sum not exceeding five doilars ca.

‘per acre; for the second class, a sum not exceeding three dol- A1d dm“_k_‘f_
lars per acre ; for the third class, a sum not exceeding one dol- ﬁldmzzt‘t(:
lar and fifty cents per acre; for the fourth class, a sum not ex- of the same.
ceeding rwenty-five cents per acre; with interest from the date dums Lo be
of said certificate, and payable in eight equal annual instalments, ff]‘::}:m saidl

“the first of which shall be due in three years after the date of mitercct to
such certificate, and within the first two years said settler, his be paid from
or her heirs or assigns, shall make application, with such certifi- tt]!"f date_(()t
cate, at the land-office, and obtain a patent for his, her or their c;({;em -
land, paying the surveying and office fees : Provided, That not Payment to
more than 400 acres shall be certified as aforesaid, in right of &e made in

any one settler, nor shall a greater quantity than 400 acres be Sight equal
contained in eny one patent. s

‘SECT. VI A_ﬂd be it further enacted by the authoriy aforesaid,

That the secretary of the land-office shall issue a patent or pa- The secre.
tents for his, her or their respective lands, and on said patent ;‘;Z:& ’fzue
or patents certify the amount of the purchase money due for o
the land therein described, and the periods on which the same
shall become due, which sam or sums, so ceriified, shall be and

" remain in the natare of 2 mortgage, until the money shall be
paid; and such patent or patents shall be recorded in the coun. Patents to
ty where the land lies, within six months after the date or dates “,ci.jf:,mé(‘ml
thereof, or the same shall be of no force and validity whatever, mostlis.
and that such record, as aforesaid, in the proper county, shali be -

+as good evidence of the purchase® mmoney due to the common- Such record
wealth, and upon which to bring a suit for a recovery of the h«;::;m;:r
same, as if it had been secured by mortgage, in proper form, and e
recorded at large. ‘

Scect. VIL And e it further enacted by the authority aferesaid,
‘That nothing in this act contained shall be construed or under-
stood to authorize or empower’ the said commissioners to certify

1 The word *f money* interfined with a'lead pencil in the origingl
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Noeeitif. 10 any pefson or persons any land within the aforesaid towne
cate to issue ships, held or claimed under a Pennsylvania title, under a pa-
\fs;'ﬂlc“;is o0 tent, location, warrant, or settlement, where the Pennsylvania
Pennsylva- Claimant is in the actual possession or occupancy of the land,
nia_claimant either by himself or tenant, at the time of passing this act.
resides &e.  Qpey VILI, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
Clamante  That each and every person or persons claiming the provisions .
undera . of this act, shall prove, to the satisfaction of the commissioners,
juint title.  that he, she or they do not hold under a joint title of Pennsyl-
vania and Conmecticut, but that he, or she or theyhold exclusively
under one or the other, and-have not done any thing, direct-
ly or indirectly, to destroy or conceal such jont title, with a
view of coming within the provisions of this act.
"Secr. 1X. And be it jurther enacted by the autbority af oresaid,
Commis- L hat each of the said commissioners, before he acts, shall take
sioners to 2N oath or affirmation before some judge or justice of the peace,
take an oath that he will diligently, faithfully and’ impartially discharge the
ofoffice.  g,474g assigned him by this act 5 and in case either of the com-
Governor  missioners should die, or refuse or become incapable 1o act, the
may supply  Governor shall appoint a person to supply his place; and alt acts

"A‘fﬁi‘s“‘;’f;' by a maj.ox:ity of the fiflid comumissioners shall be as valid as if they
majority to  had all joined therein.

be valid. Sect. X. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
Shall keep  That the commissioners shall keep a regular account of their pro-
an accoint - ceedings in a book, which shall, on or before the second T uesday
of their 0" i December next, be deposited by them in the land-office ; and
ceedings. g ext, posited by them in the land-office; an
May appoint they may appoint 2 clerk, who shall be sworn or affirmed by
aclerk &e. them, faithtully and diligently to register all their proceedings
in pursuance of this act, and they may appoint a surveyor cr
Who shall *iryevors, and employ chain-carriers and markers, for ¢l -
cake an oath. yors, and employ chain-carrie m y for the pur
pose of malking such surveys as they shall judge necessary’; and
the said surveyors, chain-carriers and markers shall be sworn,
by one of the commissioners, faithtully and diligently to perform
Compensi- t‘he:r respective duties, and shall receive 2 reasonable compensa-
tion of to be 11011 for their services, to be fixed by the commissioners, and
fixed by the paid by the commonweaith ; and all surveys made by the direc-
5;:;1‘;‘_’:‘ tion of the said commissioners, shall by them be returned to the
Survecs  Olfice of the surveyor-general.
tobereturn-  SRCT. XL And be it further enccted by the authority aforesaid,
edto the  That cages of dispute, between the sertlers claiming under a

;‘;:;i?; settlement or Counnecticut right, shall be decided by the said
office. commissioners,

Dusputes ke, Sect. XU, And be it further enacted by the authority oforesaid,
to be settled Phar there shall be allowed, and paid out of the public trea-

by the com- . P
rhssioners. SUTY, to each of the commissioners, three dollars per day, and to
- Commis.  their clerk two dollars per day, for each day they may be
910"‘?"2"% .. respectively employed in performing the duty required by this
receiv K1 - P

per day and act.

clers twas
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Sect. XIIL And be it fursber enacted by.the autbority afore- o .
said, That the said commissioners shall perform and complete the Sioltrz‘l‘sls(.{ll-
dufies enjoined npon them Dy this act, on of before the second ties to ba
Tuesday of December next, and they shall lay before the next performed
legislatare of this commonwealth a full statement of their pro- %{:;ﬁ;‘;ﬁf“
ceedings, and of the expenses incurred by them, as wages t¢ December
themselves, clerks, surveyors, and chain carriers, and markers; next.
and thata sum not exceeding two thousand dollars be, and is t?)ci(;::‘;:its of
hereby appropriated for the payment of such expenses, after the pefyre 1he
accounts.of the said commissioners shall have been adjusted by next legista.

the accountant officers. N ture.

JOHN WEBER, Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

P. C. LANE, Speaker of the Senate.

APPROVED—~the nineteenth day of March, one thousand eight
hundred and ten, ’ ‘
. SIMON SNYDER.

CHAPTER CII,

: - dn-Aet regulating Arbitrations. :
Seer. L B.E it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

' of the Commonwealth ‘of Pennsylvania, in General
Aisembly met, and it is bereby enacted by the authority of the sdme,
That, from and after the first day of May next, it shall and pge;ipe
may be lawful for either party, his, her or their agent or attdfney, first of May
in all civil soits or actions, pending, or that may hereafter be Mext ull suits
brought in any court of this Commonwealth, having either }::ﬁege re-
original or-appellate’ jurisdiction of such suits or actions, to
encer at the prothonotary’s office, at any time after the entry of
such suits or actions, excepting appeals to the register’s tourt, Appeals to
or issues directed by the said court, a rule of reference, where- ;::, "eg)‘"t
in the said party shall state his, her or their deteimination to exc:pteti:
have arbitrators chosen on a day certain, to be mentioned there- fic.
in, not exceeding thirty days thereafter, tor the trial of all M= e of trial
ters 1t variapce in such suit or action between the parties;to be with.
which rule shall be entered onrecord by the prothonotary, and in 30 days
the following proceedings shall be had thereon: that is to say, gﬁ“%rle*e;::l';y
'Fhe party, whether by his, her or their agent or attorney, or L
étherwise, entering the rule of reference, shall, under the pen-
alty” of ten dollars, to be recovered by the adverse party, as.
debts of equal amount are by law recovera_ble, procure from
the prothonotary. a” copy thereof, under his' hand and seal, Copy of the
and serve, or cause to be served, the same, or a copy thereof, roference
on the opposite party, his, her or their agent or attorney, tobe served
or if not to be found,-leave a copy thereof at his, her or their by the party

. . . . - . enterm
Tust place of abode 5 giving at least ten days notice, in the city . sare.
- - . - N ’1"
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