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RESOLUTIONS.

———

CHAPTER L

Resolutions relative to preventing the introduction of slavery into new
states.

The Senate and House of Representatives of the common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, whilst they cherish the right of the
individual states to express their opinions upen all public
measures proposed in the congress of the union, are aware
that its usefulness must in a great degree depend upon the
discretion with which it is exercisedy they believe that the
right ought not to be resorted to upon trivial subjects or un-
important occasivns, but they are also persuaded that there
are moments when the neglect to exercise it would be a dere-
liction of public duty.

Such an occasion as in their judgment demands the frank
expression of the sentiments of Pennsylvania is now pre-
sented. A measure was ardently supported in the last con-
gress of the United States, and will probably be as earnestly
urged during the existing session of that body, which has a
palpable tendency to impair the political relations of the sev-
cral states, which is calculated to mar the social happiness of
the present and future generations, which if adopted would
impede the march of humanity and freedom through the world,
and would affix and perpetuate an odious stain upon the pre-
sent race; a measure in brief, which. proposes to spread the
crimes and cruelties of slavery from the banks of the Mis-
sissippi to the shores of the Pacific.

hen measures of this character are seriously advocated
in the republican congress of America in the nineteenth cen-
tury, the several states are invoked by the duty which they
owe to the Deity, by the veneration which they entestain for
the memory of the founders of the republic, and by a tender
regard for posterity, to protest against its adoption, to refuse
to convenant with crime, and to limit the range of an evil
that already hangs in awful boding over so large a portion of
the union,

Nour can such a protest be entered by any state with greater
propriety than by Pennsylvania; this commonwealth has as
sacredly respected the rights of other states as it bas been
careful of its own; it has been the invariable aim of the peo-
ple of Pennsylvania to extend to the universe by their exam-
ple, the unadulterated blessings of civil and religious freedoy,
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it is their pride that they have been at all times the practical
advocates of those improvements and charities amongst men,
which are so well calculated to enable them to answer the
purposes of their Creator; and above all, they may boast that
-they were foremost in removing the pollution of slavery from
amongst then.
. If indeed the measure against which Pennsylvania consid-
ers it her duty to raise her voice, was calculated to abridge
any of the rights guaranteed to the several states, if odious
as slavery is, it was proposed to hasten its extinction by
means injurious to the states upon which it was unhappily
entailed, Pennsylvania would be amongst the first to insist
upon a sacred observance of the constitutional compact; but
it cannot be pretended that the rights of any of the states
are at all to be affected by refusing to extend the mischiefs of
human bondage over the boundless regions of the west, a ter-
ritory which formed no part of the confederation at the adop-
tion of the constitution, which has been but lately purchased
from an Buropean power by the people of the union at large,
which may, or may not be admitted as a state into the union
at the discretion of congress, which must establish a republi-
can form of government and no other, and whose climate af-
fords none of the pretexts urged for resorting to the labor of
natives of the torrid zone, such a territory has no right, in-
herent or acquired, such as those states possessed which es-
tablished the existing constitution. When that constitution
was framed in September seventeen hundred and eighty-seven,
the concession that three-fifths of the slaves in the states then
existing should be represented in congress, could not have
been intended to embrace regions at thal time held by a for-
eign power; on the contrary, se anxious were the congress of
that day to confine human bondage within its ancient home,
that on the thirteenth of July, seventeen hundred and eighty
seven, that body unanimously declared that slavery or invol-
untary servitude should not exist in the extensive territories
bounded by the Ohio, the Mississippi, Canada and the lakes,
and in the ninth section of the first article of the constitu-
tion itself, the power of congress to prohibit the migration of
servile persons after the year eightesn and eight is expressly
recognized, nor is there to be found in the statute book a
single instance of the admission of a territory to the rank of
& siate, in which congress have not adhered tv the right vest-
ed in them by the constitution, to stipulate with the tervitory
upon the conditions of such admission.

"The Senate and House of Representatives of Pennsylva-
nia therefore cannot but deprecate any departure from the
humane and enlightened policy pursued, not only by the il-
lustrivus congress of seventeen hundred and eighty-seven, but
by their successors withvut exception, they are persuaded that
to upen the fertile regions of the west toa servile race, would
tend to increase their numbers beyond all past example, would



( 200 )

open a new and steady market for the lawless venders of hu-
man flesh, and would render all schemes for obliterating this
most foul blot upon the American character useless aud un-
availing. '

Under these convictions, and in the full persuasion that
upon this topic there is but one opinion in Pennsylvania.

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representalives
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, ‘That the Senators
Senstopsand 2010 Representatives of this state, in the congress of the Uni-
Representa. ted States, be, and they are hereby requested to vote against
tivesrequest. the admission of any territory as a state into the union, un-
edtovote less + the further introduction of slavery or involuntary ser-
against slve- vitude, except for the punishment of crimes whereof the par-
1y in Mis- ¢y shall have been duly convicted, shall be prohibited, and all
soutl. children born within the said territory after its admission into
the union as a state, shall be free, but may be held to service

until the age of twenty-five years.”

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby request-
ed to cause a copy of the foregoing preamble and ‘resolution
to be transmitted to each of the Senators and Representa-
tives of this state, in the congress of the United States.

JOSEPH LAWRENCE, Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

ISAAC WEAVER,
Speaker of the Senate.

Arprovep—the twenty-second day of December, one thou-
sand eight hundred and nineteen.

WILLIAM FINDLAY.

CHAPTER 11

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Bepresentatives
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, That the Serrtary
of the Commonwealth be, and he is hereby required te furnish,

Further dis. €ach member of the Senate and each member of tke House
tribution of of Representatives (who have not heretofure received tue
Smithsand  game,) with one copy of Smith’s edition of the laws of Penn-
Pardon.  gylvania and one copy of Purdon’s Digest, and also to truns-
mit to each justice of the peace and alderman who has not
heretofore received the same, or a copy of Bivren®s or Smiths
edition of the laws, one copy of Purdow’s Digest: Provided,
That each justice of the peace and alderman aforesaid, shall
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before he receives a copy of the said digest give a receipt to the
rothonotary of the tounty, conditioned for the teturn of the/
ame to his stccessor in office.

JOSEPH LAWRENCE, Spealer
of the Byuse of Representativis:
ISAAC WEAVER,
Speaket of the Senate.

Arerovep—the eighteenth day of Januiry, one thousand
eight hundred and twenty.
WILLIAM FINDLAY.

-

CHAPTER IIL

RESOLVED by the Senitte and House of i?epﬂi’eseniaiz‘veé
of the Commonweulth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
inet, That the clerks of the respective houses be instructed

to procure two compleie copies of the journals of the Senate, y,. 100
two complete copies of the journals of the House of Repre- b‘;“;i?ocima
sentatives, and two complete copies of the atts of Assembly, for the legist
from among the books of the bouse pr wherever else they can, lature.

be procured, from the earliest session of the legislature o the
present year, and that they have the same durably bound and
Pplaced as follows, viz. One copy, of each in the state library
subject to the restriction of not bejng taken out of the room
in which the library is held, the other in the office of the Se~
eretary of the Commonwealth, subject to a [ike restriction.

JOSEPH LAWRENCE, Spedker
of the House of Representatives.
ISAAC WEAVER,
Speaker of the Senate.

KAprrovep—the sixth day of March,‘ one thougand ¢ight hug-
dred and twenty.

WILLIAM FINDILAY.
26
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CHAPTER Iv.

RESOLVED by the Sentite and House of Repreentatives
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in Generul Jssembl,

o __met, That it shall be the duty of the inspectors of flour and
Enspectors of hyrk for the port of Philadelphia, to report in the month of
f:“n:ai‘e :‘;_ January in each year, under oath to the Auditor General, the
port. quantity of flour and bark by them severally inspected, to-
ether with the amount of their several receipts and expen-

itures.

JOSEPH LAWRENCE, Speafer
of the Housé of Representatives.

ISAAC WEAVER,
Speaker of the Senate.

Arrrovep—the sixteenth day of March, one thousand eight
hundred and twenty. '

‘WILLIAM FINDLAY.
e

CHAPTER V.

_ WHEREAS experience has shown that banking institu-
tions have been multiplied to an extent highly pernicious to
the interests of this commonwealth, and that those evils are.
in gome cases increased by the establishment of branches of
banks among us from the neighboring states, contrary, as
there is reason fo believe, to the intent and meaning of the
gtatute of the twenty-eighth of March eighteen hundred and
eight: Therefore,

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Commonwealthi of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
met, That the Attorney General of this Commonwealth cause
legal process to issue on behalf of the state against all per-
sons interested directly or indirectly in the management or
direction of the business of the office or branch of the Cam-
den Bank in Philadelphid, and also against all persons inter-
ested in other branches of banks trading within the jurisdic-
tion and not under a charter from this state, and that he cause
their bopks and papers to be produced before the court where
his process shall be made returnable; and should their trans-
actions appear to be contrary to the intent and meaning of
any law of this sfate, that the judges be required to camse
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them to be held tfo special bail in the sum of five thousand
dollars each, and that the Attorney General proceed in the
name and on behalf of the state of Pennsylvania, to receive
such fines and forfeitures as the party or parties may have
incurred uynder any existing laws of this commonwealth,
JOSEPH LAWRENCE, Spenicer
of the House of Represeniatives.

ISAAC WEAVER,
Speaker of the Senate.

Arprovep—the twenty-second day of March, one thousand
eight hundred and twenty.
WILLIAM FINDLAY.
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