OF THE SESSION OF 1830-31. ’

- No. T5.

AN ACT.
+ To incorporate the town of Bloomfield, in the county of Perry, intoa
borough. .

Secr. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General
Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the
sume, 'That the town of Bloomfield, in the'county of Perry,
shall be and the same is hereby erected into a borough, to be
called the borough of Bloomlield, which is comprised with-
in the following boundaries, to wit: beginning at a post at
the east corner of a bridge, ‘over George Barnett’s mill race ;
thence through said Barnett’s'land, south fifty-nine degrees,
west thirty-two perches, to a post on the line of John
Clesse’s land; thence south fifteen degrees, east er-
ches, to the corner of said Clesse’s land ; thence along the
same, and lands of Casper Lupfer, south sixiy-one and a
fourth degrees, west thirty-seven and two tenths perches,
to a post and stones; thence by lands of said Lupfer, soas to
include lands of Jonn Clesse, John D, Creigh, Dr. Jonas
Ickes, A. M. Axe, John Rice, M. Hubler and Samnel
Klinepeter, to a post on the line of said Lupfer, at the north
west corner of said Klinepeter’s clear land; thence through
said Klinepeter’s land, to the south west corper of J, M.
Duncan’s land; thence along the line thereof, north, so asto
include the same, to the north west corner of the county
land; thence by the same, to the north east corner thereof;
thence north seventy-three degrees, east forty-four perches,
to a black oak on George Barnett’s land; thence south thir-
ty-ninc degrees, east one hundred ard thirty perches, to a
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black oak on the road leading from Barnett’s to M:Cown’s;

thence south fifteen degrees, west fifty-six perches, to the
bridge and place of beginning. ,

Seor. 2. And be it further enacled by the authority aforesaid,
That it shall and may be lawful for all persons entitled to
vote for members of the legislature, who have resided in the
said borough three months previously to such election, to
meet at the court house in said borough en the third Friday
in March, in every year, and then and there elect by ballot,
betweenathe hours of twelve and six o’clock of the same day,
one respectable citizen residing therein, who shall be styled
the burgess of said borough, and seven citizens residin
therein, who shall be a town ¢ouncil, and two citizens to be
street commissioners; but previously to such election the
inhabitants present shall elect two respectable citizens as
judges, one as inspector, and two as clerks of the said elec.
tion, which shall be regulated and conducted according to
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the general election law of this commonwealth, so far as
relates to receiving and counting votes, and who shalibe
subject to the same penalties for mal practices as by the said
law is imposed ; and the said judges, inspector and clecks,
befure they enter upon the duties of their offices, shall each
take an oath or aflirmation before any justice of the peace
of said county, but il no justice of the peace be present at the
clection, one of the judges, after first having the oath or
affirmation required as aforesaid, administered to him by -
one of the other judges, shall administer the oaths or affir-
mations to the other judges and to the inspectors and clerks,
to perform the ssme with fidelity; and after the said election
shall be closed, shall declare the person having the greatest
number of votes to be duly elected; and in case any two or
more candidates shall have an equal number of votes, the
preference shall be determined by lot, to be drawn by the
Judges and inspector; wherenpon dnplicate returns thereof
shall be signed by the said judges, one of which shall be
transmitted to each of the persons elected, and the other
filed amoug the records of the corporation; and in case of
death, resignation or removal, refusal to accept or neglect
or refusal to act after acceptance of any of the said officers,
the burgess, or in case of his death, absence or inability to
act, or when he neglects or refuses to act, the first named
of the town conncil shall issue his precept directed to the
high constable, or when there is no high constable er when
he refuses or neglects to act, then any of the members of the
town council shall advertise and hold an election in the
manner aforesaid, to supply such vacancy, giving at least
ten days notice thercof, by advertisements, set up at four of
the most public places in the said borough.

SecT. 8. And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That from and alter the third Friday in Maroh, the burgess
aod town council, duly elected as aloresaid, and their suc-
cessors, shall be one body politic and corporate in law, by
the name and style of the burgess and council of the borough
of Bloomfield, and shall have perpetual succession; and the
said burgess and council aforesaid, and their successors,
shall be capable in Jaw to receive, hold and possess, goods
and chattels, lands and tenements, rents, liberties, jurisdic-
tions, franchises and heredftaments to them and their suc-
cessers, in fee simple or otherwise, not exceeding the yearly
value of five thousand dollare; and also to give, grant, sell,
let and assign the same lands, tenements, hereditaments,
renis; and by the name and style aforesaid, they shall be
capable in law to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded
in any of the courts of law in this commonwealth in all man-
ner of activns whatsoever: and to have and to use one com.
mon seal, and the same from time to titne, at their will, to
change and alter. :
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Secr.4. vind be it further enacted by the authorily aforesaid, 7
That if any person or inhabitant of the said borough, duly Pennltica en
gualified to elect as aforesaid, shall be elected to the office persons clect-
of burgess, and having notice of his election, shall refuse to zgizfzgifm"‘g
undertake and execute that office, every person so refusing sorve. g
shall forfeit and pay a fine of ten dollars; and if any other
pecson duly yualified as aforesaid, shall be duly elected or
appointed, in pursuance of this act, te any other oflice in
said borough, and having notice of his election or appoint-

" ment, shall refuse to undertake and- execute the duties of

that office, every person so refusing shall forfeit and pay &

fine of five dallars; which fines, forfeitures and all others, in Howrecove
. . - . oW faCover-

pursuance of this act or of the by-laws of the said counctl, _, "~

shall be recoverable before any justice of the peace of said

county, for the use of said corporation: LProvided, That no proyise.

person shall be compelfed to serve more than one year in any But one year

term of four years; and that if any person or persons shall ln,ﬁ;]mgf

conceive himself or themselves aggrieved by the judgment :?ri; gg‘:’v

of any justice of the peace, by virlue of this” act, he or they .4 o fmmﬂl_

may appeal to the next county court of common pleas, upon

giving security according to law, to prosecute his or their

appeal with effect; who shall, on the petition of the party,

take such order thercin as to them shall appear just and rea-

sonable, and the same shall be conclusive to all parties.

Seor. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the burgess shall take and subscribe an oath or aflirma. Oathsof
tion before one of the associate judges or a justice of the office.
peace for the county of Perry, to support the constitution of
the United States and of this state, anl 2n oath or affirma.
tion well and truly to execute the office of burgess of ihe
“borough of Bloomfield; and when so qualified, he shall ad-
minister an oxth or aflirmation to the council, high constable
and town clerk, in manner and form aforesaid, before they
shall enter on the duties of their respective offices; the cer-
tificates of which oaths and affirmations, shall be filed AMONE Ty be filed:
the records of the said corporation.

Secr.6.And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
‘That the town council may meet, by their own autherity, as Meetings of
0ccasion may require, or tpon the summons of the burgess; council.
they shall have power to enact by-laws, and to make such
rules, regulations and ordinances ‘as shall be determined on
by a majority of the whole counci?, necessary to promote the
peace, good order and general welfare of the inhabitants of
the said borough, aud for the purpose of improving and
keeping in order the streets, lanes, alleys, public squares Ge’jeral
and common ground belonging to said town, within ihe said POV
borough, for removing nuisances and obstructions there.
from, and the same to annul, alter or make anew as the oc-
casien may requires and also to assess, levy and collect a
tax for said purposes; and also, annually, to appointa town
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clerk, treasurer and such other officers as may be deenied
necessary, with all other powers required for the well order-
ing and better government of the said borough: Provided;
That the said ordinances, rules and regulations shall not be
repugnant to the constitution or laws of the United $tates or
of this commonwealth: Jnd provided also, That no tax
shall be laid by them in any one year, to exceed one half of
a cent in the dollar on the valuation of taxable property,
taken from the then assessment, made in pursuance of the
several acts of assembly for raising county rates and levies,
unless some object of general utility shall be thonght neces-
sary, in which case a’ majority of the freeholders of said
borough, by writing under their hands, shall approve and
certify the same to the town council, who shall proceed to
assess the same accordingly; and all taxes which may be
assessed or laid in their satd borough, shall as nearly as the
same is practicable, be assessed and collected conformably
to the laws for raising county rates and levies; they shall
also have power to levy and collect 2 tax on the owners of
dogs and bitches, not exceeding fifty cents for each dog or
two dollars for each bitch, in any one year.

Seer.7. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That it shall be the daty of the town clerk to aitend all
meetings of the town council when assembled on business of
the corperation, and peiform the duty of clerk thereto, and
keep and preserve the common seal and records of the cor=

oration, and be answerable for the same, and also for the
faithful discharge of all the duties which may be enjoined .
upsn him by virtue of this act or of the acts of the corpora-
tion, and his- attestation, with the seal of the corporation,
shall Be good evidence of the thing or act so certified.

SecT. 8. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the treasurer shall give security for the faithful dis-
charge of the duties of his office, and for the safe deli-
very into the hands of his successors, of all moneys, books,
and accounts, appertaining thereto, upon demand being
made by the burgess for that purpose.

Seot 9.nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the street commissioners, treasurer, constable and
clerk of the market, as well as all other officers who may

publication of be appeinted by the corporation or council, shall render

accounis.

Penalty on
reglect of
duty.

their accounts to the council once in every year, for settle-
ment; and the said accounts being adjusted and settled
accordingly, shall be forthwith published by the said coun-
cil, showing particularly the amount of taxes laid and col:
lected, and of the expenditures; and in case any of the said
officers shall fail or neglect to perform any duty enjoined
upon him b{ this act, or by the ordinances of the town coun-
cil, he shall forfeit and pay a fine for the use of the said
corporation, at the discretion of the said council, not exceeds
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ing five dollars, and may be removed from office by the
council, and his place be supplied by the appointment of
another person.

Seer. 10. Jnd be it furiber enacted by the authorily afore-
said, ‘[hat it shall be the duty of the high constable, to give Duty of high
notice of the election, by setting up advertisements, in three f"t’."‘“atbl“l"e:
public places in the said borough, ten days previously there- t?c,:’,e o olee
to, and shall attend and see that the same is opened at the )

time and in the m2nuer directed by thisact.

Seot. 11. Jnd be it further enacted by the authority afore- .
- said, That it shall and may be lawful for all persoas entitled Electionof
by law to vote for burgesses and other officers of the borough of constable.
Bloomfield, at the same time and place where they vate for
said officers, to elect two reputable citizens of the said bo-
rough, and return the names of the persens so elected to the
next court of quarter sessions of the said county, one of
whom shall be appointed constable of said borough, in the
same manner, with like power and authority and receive like
fees, and be subject to tﬂe same regulations and penalties as
are provided and contained in the laws now existing, or that
may be hereafter passed, concerning constables within this
commonwealth, and shall serve and execute all manner of
process which may by law be directed to the constable of
gaid borough; and the constable so appointed, shall do and To supply
perform all the duties required to be done by the bigh con- place of high
stable of said borough, in pursuance of this act and of the by- constable:

laws and ordinances of said borough.

Seor. 12. And be it further enacted by the authorityafore- =
said, That the burgess and town council shall constitute a Court ofap-
court of appeal, and prior to the collection of any borough fgssnt;’:;‘:f“"
tax, they shall appoint a day for the hearing of appeals, of tzxen,
which and of the amount of his or her tax and the place
where the appeal will be held, the collector shall notify each
taxable by a written .notice in the usual manner, at least
ten days before the day of appeal; and where the said tax
shall have been properly adjusted, it shall be the duty of the

" burgess,. or in case of his absence or inability to act, of the
treasurer, and he is hereby authorised to issue his precept
directed to the collector, commanding him to collect all Collection ef
taxes so assessed, and vesting him with like powers and same.
authorities given to the collectors of county rales and levies
by the laws of this commonwealth; and the amount so col-
lected shall be paid into the treasury for the use of the cor-
poration. .

Sect. 13. Jdnd be if further enacted by the authovity afore-

said, That in the abseuce from the borough or inability of Provision for
. the burgess, it shall be the duty of the first named of the absence of
town council, who may be present, to perform the duties burgese,
which are enjoinéd on the burgess by this act, or which may

His powers,
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e enjuined by the by-laws which may be passed in pur-
suance of the same.
Sect. 14, vind be it further enveted by the authorily afore-
Incouncil saidy That in any meeting of the burgess and town council,
4 a quoruny.. it shall require at least (pur of the counci! to formn a quortm,
who shall have power to transact business.
Secr. 15, And be it further enacted by the authority ofore-
said, That it shall be the duty of the burgess and town coun-
Tublication of €il 10 cause public notice of any by-law or vrdinance which
by-laws, &e. they may ordain, to be given in written or printed hand-
bills, to be set up at three of the most public places within
said borough, at least live days before any such by-law or
ordinance shall tzke effect.
Borough ex Sger. 16. JAnd be it further enacted by the authorily afore-
empteg trom 30idy That hereafter nothing contained in the general road
operation of 12ws of this commonweaith shall extend to the said berough,
road laws.  but it shall be the duty of the street commissioners, under
Duty of'sireet the direction of the burgess and town council, to keep all
g:;“mlssmﬂ' the public streets in said borough in good order for the ac-
" commodation of the public; and for neglect thereof, the
burgess, members of the town council and street commis-
Liability to  sioners shall be liable to indictment in the court of general
indictment.  quarter sessions of the peace in the county of Perry, and may
be convicted and punished in the same manner as supervisors

.gg""is"' of highways: Frovided, Nothing hercin contained shall in-
unty toxes. : .
terfere with the assessmept and collection of county taxes as
heretofere.

. Secr, 17, And be i further enacted by the authorily afore.
fg"}:i‘&“ for said, Thatin case the election shall not be held on the day
hol%i e]ec‘:im_ appointed by this act, the oid officers shall continue in office

until the next annual election,

' Seet. 18. And Le it further enacted by the authority ufore-
Persons nam. S2id, That George Burnet, David Lupler, Dr. Jonas Ickes
ed to conduet and Col. John Wilson, of said town, or either of them, shall
first clection. pyblish and superintend the first election for borough offi-

cers, on the second Friday of March next, after the passing
of this act, at the place appointed by law for holding the
elections for said borough, and they are hereby directed to

ive five days notice by advertisements as before directed
in other cases of election, of the time and place of holding
the same.

FREDK. SMITII,
Speaker of the Hovse of Representatives.

WM. G. HAWKINS,
Fmeaker of the Senale.
Arprovep—The lourteenth Juy of March, Anno Domini,

one thousani eight hundred and thirty-one.
GEO. WOLEF.
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