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No. 80.
AN ACT

Relating to Registers and Registers’ Courts,

Sgor, 1. Itis enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General .
JAssembly met, That every person who shall be appointed to Registers oati
the office of Register, before he shall enter upon the duties f ofice-
of the office, shall make oath or aflirmation to support the
constitution of the United States and the constitution of
this commonwealth, and te perform the duties of the office
of Register with fidelity, and shall also, with one or more
sureties, to be approved of by any two judges of the Common 504w,
Pleas of the respective county, and also by the Governor, Penalty, &e.
give a joint and several bond to the commenwealth in a sum of bond.
equal to half the snm prescribed by law for the official bond
of the sheriff for the time being of the same county, with
condition faithfully to execute thic duties of his said office,
and well and truly to account for and pay, according to law,
all monies received by hum for the use of the commonwealth,
and to deliver up the books, seals, records and other wri-
tings, belonging to his said office, whole, safe and undefaced,
to his successor in office, which said bonds shall be for
the use of all persons concerned, and for the relief of all:
who may be aggrieved by the actsor neglect of such regis-
ter.

Sror. 2. Lvery persen appointed as aforesaid shall cause pond to 5e
the bond hereinbefore prescribed, being duly acknowledged acknowledg-
by him and his sureties. before a magistrate of the city or & recorded,
county respectively, to be recorded by the recorder of deeds feg to the Se-
of the respective county, and as soon afterwards as conve- cretary of the
pient, to be transmitted into the office of the Secretary of 0_033‘1"“‘
the Commonwealth, for custody, of which trapsmission he ™
shall be entitled to receive the Secretary’s certificate with-
out fee or reward.

Szor. 8. Copies of the record of the official bond of any copies of the
register, acknowledged and recorded as aforesaid, and duly record of the
certified by the recorder of deeds for the time being, shall bond;evi-
he good evidence in any action brought against him or his “"**
sureties, on such bond. according to its form and effect, in

General dg-
ties,

- the same manner as the original would be if produced and

offered in evidence.

Seer. 4. Every register shall appoint and keep a deputy Registerste
to officiate in his absence, for whose conduct he and his appoint depe-
sureties shall ba accountable, and such deputy shall be ca. U
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pable in law to take the probate of wills and testaments, and
to grant letters of administration, and to do whatever else
by law appertains to the oifice of Register.
Jurisdiction Seor. 5. fvery Register qualified to act as aforesaid,
of Registers. shall have jurisdiction within the county tor which he shall
have been appuinted of the probate of wills and testaments,
of the granting ot letters testamentary, and of administra-
tion, of the passing and filing of the accounts of executors,
Acts &o. not administrators and gnardians, and of any other matter where-
within their ©f the jurisdiction may be at any time expressly annexed to
jurisdietion  his said office, and the act of any Register, in any matter

void. whereof another register has the exclusive jurisdiction, shall.

be void and of no effect.
Jurisdiotion Seor. 6. Letters testamentary and of administration
cstablished in shall be grantable only by the Register of the county within
certain eases. which was the family or principal residence of the decedent,
at the time of his decease, and if the decedent had no such
residence in this commonwealth, then by the Register of
the county where the principal part ot the goods and es-
Lettors erant- tate of such decedent shall be, and no letter testamentary
ed out of the or of administration, or otherwise, purporting to authorize
state invalid. apy person to intermeddle with the estate of a decedent,
' which may be granted out of this commonwealth, s_h.all
confer upon such person any of the powers and authorities
possessed by an executor or administrator, under letters
granted within this state. .
Registersmay ~ Secr. 7. The Register having jurisdiction as aforesaid
ﬁ‘“’. persons  ghal], at the instance of any person interested, issue a cita-
aving control . . . ! ) .
of atestamen- Li0N to any person having the possession or control of a tes-
vy writing  tamentary writing, alleged to be the last will and testament
o Pmd];lce it of a decedent, requiring him to produce and deposit the
or probale:  same in his office for probate, and if such person shall con-
ceal or withhold such writing, during tbe space of fifteen
days, after being personally served with 3 citation, issued
Misdemeanor jp ‘the manner and form aforesaid, he shall be liable to an in-
to withhold it 33 tment as for a misdemeanor, or toan action for damages
by the person aggrieved.
Seer. 8. Whenever any testamentary writing shall be
offered for probate, before any Register having jurisdiction
May cite wit- thereof, such register shall have power to issue a citation to
nesses to ad- any person whose name may be subscribed thereto as a wit
vl g(“cd tes- ness, or who may be alleged to him to be otherwise capable
7 e of proving the due execution of such testamentary writing,
such person being within the proper county, or within thirty
miles of the office of such Register, commanding him, under
a penalty of three hundred dollars, to appear before him
at the office of the Register of the county, on a day certain,
not less than five days from the service of such citation, and
depose and testify what he may know concerning the execu-
tion of such writing, and if such person, being cited and
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suamoned as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to appear as
commanded, the Register shall have power to issue an at- And Q?mpk,l
tachment against such witness, to compel his appearance, Zﬁﬁﬁmiﬁf"
or the party aggrieved may bave an action agiinst him to

recover the said penalty, in the manner now allowable by

law, in cases of subpcenas issued to witnesses by the courts

of Common Pleas,

Seor. 9. On the application of any person interested, Registers may
every Register shall have power to issue commissions to take [351° commis-
the depositions of witnesses in other counties vr states, or testimony,
foreign couutries, in all cases within his jurisdiction, upon .

interrogatories filed in his office.
On nuneupa~

Seer. 10. No nuncupative will shal. be admitted to pro- 4ye yila ot
bate, nor shall letters testamentary thereon be issued, till within four~
tourteen days after the day of the death of the decedent be teen days, nor

h . . . without cita=~
fully expired, nor shall any nuncupative will, at any time, o %
be admitted to probate, unless process have first issued issued to wi-
to call in the widow, if any, and sueh of his l:elatxgns or dow and kin«
next of kin as would be entitled to the administration of “***

his estate, in case of intestacy, to contest the same, if they

please. .
Seot. 11. No testimony shall be received to prove any g;lft‘?:::ﬁ-

nuncupative will after six months elapsed from the speaking pative wills

of the pretended testamentary words, unless the said testi- madmissiblo

mony, or the substance thereof, were committed to writing mf)‘ifﬂf;”‘&c.

within six days after the making of such will. )
Szor. 19. Copies of wills and testaments proved in any &9 ;“:_’fved

other state or country, according to the laws thereof, and out of the

duly autbenticated, may be offered fur probate, before any state may be

Register having jurisdiction and proceedings thereon, may ?nsi:i((li’o%?]‘\o

be had with the same effect, so far as respects the granting original.

of letters testamentary, or of administration, with the will

annexed, asupon the originsls, and if the executor or other

person producing any such copy shall produce also therewith

a copy of the record of the proceedings for the probate of the

* original thereof, and of the leilers tostamentary, or other

authority to administer, issued thereon, attested by the per-
son having power to receive the probate of such original, in
the place where it was proved, with the seal ot office, if
there be one aunexed, together with the certificate of the
chief judge or presiding magistrate cf the state, country,
county or district where such original was proved, that the
sawe appears to have been duly proved, and to be of force,
and that the attestation is in due form, such copies and pro-
ceedings shall be deemed sufficient prout, upless the con-
trary be shown for the granting of letters testamentary or
of administration, with the will annexeid, as the case may
require, without the production or examination of the wit-
neases attesting such will,

18 et
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Rogistor may ~ 8mor. 18. Whenever a caveat shall be entered agatnst-
issueaprecept {he admission of any testameutary writing to probate, and.
iorthgmplof f : tort ) ‘me. shall all 5 ; 4
facts in dis« tR@ person entering the same shall allege as the ‘groun
- puts.  thereof any matter of tact touching the validity of such
pES . writing, it shall be lawful for the Register, at the request of -
_any person interested, to jssue a precept to the court of -
* Common Pleas of the respective county, directing an issue
to be formed upon. the said fact or facts, and also.upon such
others as may be lawfully objected to the said writing, in the
following form, viz: , -

County ss The Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

vania:

To the judges of the court of Common Pleas of the said -
county greeting:~~Whereas, A, B. on the - day T
of o in the year, &c. presented to G. H., our
. Form of the Register of wills of said county, for probate, a certain wri-
precept: ! ting hereto annexed, pwrporting to have been made the
- day~ in the year, &c. [or
otherwise describing the paper in question, } which said wri-
* ting the said A. B. averg is the last will and testament of
the said €. ., and whereas E. D., who i3 a son and heir of
the said C. D. [or intermarried with F. D, whois a daughter ;
“and heir, &ec. according to the fact,] hath objected before ™"
our said Register that the said writing was procured by du- .
ress and constraint, [stating the matters of fact objected,]
and whereas the said A, B. [or B. D.] hath requested thatan -
issue may be directed into our said court to try by a jury
the validity of the said writing, and the matters of fact
which may be objected thereto in our said court, therefore
we commaud you that you cause an action to be entered
upon the records of our said court, asof the day of the de-
livery of this our precept into the office of the prothonotary ,
of our said court, between the said A. B. and thesaid B. D., =~
so that an issue therein msy be formed upon the merits of
the controversy between the said parties, and tried in due
eourse, according to the practice of our said courts in ac-
tions commenced by writ; und further, that you cause all
other persons who may be interested in the estate of the said
C. D.as heirs, relations, or next of kin, devisees, legatees,
or executors, to be warned, so that they may come into our
said court, and become party to the said action, il they
shall eee cause, and that you certify the result of the
trial so had in the premises, into the office of our said Re-
Faots estab  gistery

Yiched by the 4 ¢{agt, )
fé‘.&i%ﬁ%}’f G. i1, Register of wills of the said county; and the facts
established by the trial had and cectified to the Regis-
R -
e,

h\.
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ter as aforesaid, shall not be re-examined by the said Regie-
ter, nor upon any appeal from his decision. -

Seor. 14, Before any Register shall issue letters of ad- Oaths of axe-

ministration, letters testamentary, or of administration, cafors eud ad-
with a will annexed, he shall administer an oath or affirma- !
tion to the person or persons receiving the same, in the fol
lowing form, viz: You do, &c. that as executor of the last
will and testament, [or as administrator of the estate of A.
B. deceased, as the case may be,] you will well and truly
administer the goods aund chattels, rights and credits of
said deceased, according to law, and also “will diligently
and faithfully regard and well and truly comply with the
provisions of the law relating to collateral inheritances,”

Sxor. 15. Itshall be the duty of the said executors and Javentoryto
administrators to make a true and perfect inventory of all be exhibitd
the goods, chattels and eredits of the deceased, as far as they 3’;“;‘“ 30
may know or can ascertain them, and exhibit the same into i
the Registers’ office, within thirty days from the time of
administration granted, and also a just account and settle-
ment thereof in one year, or when thereunto legally required,

Provided, That in the case of the will of a decedent, not re- Proviso,
sident at the time of his decease within this commonwealth, 1‘{‘1‘,‘-*‘&31?3“@8
proved in another state, or in a foreign country, whereof sgee O o
letters testamentary or of administration, with the will

annexed, may be granted in this siate, the fuventory and

account therein mentioned, shall be of the goods, chattels and

credits of the deceased within this commonwealth.

Seer. 16, Before the Register shall issue letters testa- Reglstersto
mentary to any executor, not being an inhabitant of this };‘tfﬂbe‘;‘é‘i"u_
Commonwealth, he shall take from him a bond, with two or tors residing
more sufficient sureties, being inhabitants of this common- out of the

‘wealth, respect being had to the value of the estate to be state

administered, in the name of the Commonwealth, with the
following condition, viz: “the condition of the ebligation,

is, that if the said A. B., executor of the last will and testa-

ment of C. D. deceased, shall make a true and perfect inven- gonditions of
tory of all and singular the goods, chattels and credits of the thebond.
said deceased, being within this commonwealth, which have

come or shall come to his hands, possession or knowledge, or

into the hands and possession of any other person for him.

and the same so made do exhibit into the office of the Regis-

ter of the county of within thirty days from the -

date hereof, and the same goods do well and truly adminis-

ter, according to law, and make a justand true account of

all his actings and doings therein, in one year from the date
hereof, or when thereunto lawfully required. and shall well

and truly comply with the laws of this Commanwealth rela-

ting to collateral inheritances, and in all other respects with

the laws of this commonwealth relating to his duty as exe-

cutor, then this obligation lo be void otherwise of force and
effeet.” ,
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Willke. pro-  Sgor. 17, All original wills, after probate, and the co-.

vedén{ bedre- pies of all original wills produced under the provisions of
Sred "™ this act, shall be recorded and filed by the Register of the

respective county, and shall remain in his office except when

required to be had before some higher tribunal by certiorari,

or otherwise, and if removed for such cause they shall be
returned in due course to the office where they belong, and
Copiesthercof the copies of all such and of the probates thereof, under
evidence. the public seals of the courts or offffes where the same may
have been or shall be so taken or granted respectively, ex-
cept copies or probates of such wills and testaments as
shall appear to be annuiled, disproved or revoked, shall be
adjudged and .are hereby enacted to be matter of record,

and good evidence to prove the gift or devise thereby

made,
Letters of'ad. SEOT. 18. Whenever the executors named in any last
ministration, will and testament, shall all refuse or renounce the trust and
e, tOdheh execution thereof, the Reglster having jurisdietion as afore-
B enese, said, may receive the probate of such will, and grant letters
tors, re-  Of administration with it annexed, to the person by law en-
tuse, &o.  {jtled thereto.
Alowhena  Seor. 19. Whenever a sole exccutor, or the survivor of
solé or survi- several executors, shall die, leaving goods or estate of his
e eXeCMOr testator unadministered, the Register having jurisdiction,
) shall, notwithstanding such executor may have made his
last will and testament, and appointed an executor or exe-

cutors, thereof, grant letters of administration, of all such

goodi and estate in the same manner as if such executor had
died without having made any testament or last will, and
the executor of such deceased executor shall in no case be

deemed executor of the first testator. :
Secor. 20. In all cases where the administration of the
Also when the estate of any decedent shall become vacant, by reason of
’t‘g’l’l”l‘,‘ég?x‘;s any decree of the Ocphans court, the Register having ju-
vacant by a risdiction shall, on being certified thereof, under the seal
decree of the of the said court, grant new leiters, in such form as the
e case shall require, to the person or persons by law entitled

thereto.

Notto be Secr. 21. No letters of administration shall in any case
ﬁ;;ig;‘gjg be originally granted upon the estate of any decedent, after
decedent’s  the expiration of twenty-one years from the day of his de-
death, except ceage, except on the order of the Register’s court, upon due

:I?:srvln?au“ cause shown.
Seor- 22. Whenever letters of administration are by
Shall he grant-

ed to thawt. 1aw necessary, the Register having jurisdiction shall grant
daw. them in such form as the case shall require, to the widow,

if any, of the decedent, or to such of his relations or kin-
Ox kindred of dred as by law may be entitled to the residue of his personal
the decedent. egiate, or to a share or shares therein after payment of his
—Or toboth, debts, or he may join with the widow in the administration,

 — o

et
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such relation or kindred, or such one or more of them, as

he shall judge will best administer the estate, preferring

always of those so entitled, such as are in the nearest de-

gree of consanguinity with the decedent, and also preferring

males to females, and in case of the refusal orincompetency

of every such person, to one or more of the principal cre- Opto credi-
ditors of the decedent applying therefor, or to any fit person tors, &e.

at his discretion: Provided That if such decedent were a

married woman, her husband shall be entitled to the admin- O;um the hus-
istration in preterence to all other persons: Jnd provided ™
further, Thatin all cases of an administration with a will o , . .
annexed, where there is a general residue of the estate be-m.esﬁﬁw_
queathed, the right to administer shall belong to those

having the right to such residue, and the administration

in such case shall be gramted by the Register to such

one or more of them as he shall judge will best administer

1he estate. @

Suer. 23. Whenever all the executors named in any last Provision for
will and testament, or all the persons entitled as kindred to ¢ases where
the administration of any decedent’s estate, shall happen &iochtos are
to be under the age of twenty-one years, it shall be lawful
for the Register to grant administration as aforesaid to any
other fit person or persons, subject nevertheless to be ter-
minated at the instance of any of the said minors who
shall have arrived at the full age of twenty-one years,

SeoT. 24. It shall be the duty of every Register upon his Registers to
granting any letters of administration of the goods and chat- }f‘;‘; gg;;;‘ifﬁs_
tels of any person dying intestate, to take a bond or bonds ¢ators,

from the person or persons receiving such letters, with two or
more sufficient sureties, respect being had to the value of
the estate, in the name of the commonwealth, with a con-
dition in the following form, viz: ¢the condition of this
obligation 1, that if the above bounden A. B., administrator Form of the
of all and singular the goods, chattels and credits of C. D, “°"4o™
deceased, do make or cause to be made, a true and perfect
inventory of all and singular the goods, chattels and credits,
of the said deceased, which have come or shall come to the
hands, possession or knowledge of him the said A. B., or into
the hands and possession of any other person or persons, for
him, and the same so made, do exhibit or cause to be ex-
hibited into the Register’s office, in the county of

within thirty days from the date hereof, and the same goods,
chattels and credits, and all other the goods, chattels and
credits of the said deceased, at the time of his death, which
at any time after shall come to the hands or possession of
the said A. B., orinto the hands and possession of any
other person or persons for him, do well and truly adminis-
ter aceording to law, and further do make, or cause to be
made, a just and true account of his said administration, with-
in one year from the date hereof, or when thereunto legally
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required, and all the rest and residue of the said goods,
chattels and credits which shall be found remaining upon
the said administrator’s account, the same being first exam-
ined and allowed by the Ocrphans couct of ihe county having
Jurisdiction, shall deliver and pay unto such person or per-
sons as the said Orphans’ court, by their decree or sentence,
. pursuant to law, shall limit and appoint, and shall well and
truly comply with the laws of this commonwealth relating
to collateral inheritances, and if it shall hereafter appear
that any last will and testament was made by the said de-
ceased, and the same shall be proved according to law, if
the said A. B. being thereunto required, do surrender the
- said lelters of administration into the Register’s office afore-
. said, then this obligation to be void otherwise to remain in full
i’,{g)‘_"gg‘ alter forees”” Provided, That in every case of special administra-
ed in special ti0D, the form of the foregoing condition shall be medified so
ggses. as to suit the circumstances of such case.
Registers to Sror. 25, Where objections are made, or a caveatis en-
enll a Regis- tered against the probate of any last will and testament, and
ter’seourts  no precept for an issue is directed by the Register, into the
Common Pleas, as aforesaid; or where objections are made
to the granting of letters of administration to any person
applying therefor, or where any question of kindred, or
‘For the deci- 0ther disputable and difficult watter comes into controversy,
sion of difi- before any Register, he shall, at the request of any person
cult matiers. interested, appoint a Register’s court for the decision there-
of, tobe held at a time certain, and as soon as convenient,
at the court house or other public place in the respective
county, giving convenicnt notice of the time and place of
holding the sawme, by citation, or otherwise, to all conceried,
as well to the persons interested, as to the judges whose
assistance he shall require, and in the mean time he shall
do and receive all proper acts preparatory to the business
of such court.
©f appraisers, | SECT. 26. Lvery executor or adinistrator shall cause a
just appraisement to be made of the goods, chattels and
credits of the decedent by two appraisers, of which an in-
ventory is to be made, agreeably to the preceding sections of
thisact, and the said appraisers shall be sworn or affirmed
well and truly, and without prejudice or partiality, to value
and appraise said goods, chattels and credits, and in all res-
pects to perform their duty as appraisers, to the best of
their skill and judgment.
Register Szer. 27. If any Register shall grant letters testamentary
granting let~ 0 any person, not being an inhabitant ef this common-
ﬁ’&:ﬁ:i’ma wealth, or shall grant any letters of administration te any
Johle.  *person or persons whatsnever, without having in either case
taken a bond and sureties in the manner hereinbefore pre-
scribed, such letters shall be void, and every person acting
under them shall be deemed, and may be sued, and in all

And give no-
tice thereof to
alk concerned,

v ——
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respects {reated as an executor of his own wrongy amd youereso
the Register granting the same, and his sureties, shall be granted void,
liable to pay all damages which shall accrue to any person &e

by reason thereof.

Secr. 28. All bonds taken by any Register in pursuance Bonds taken
of this act from any executor or administrator may be ex- by Registers
cepted to before such Register by any person interested, both ﬁ;’l‘){e%e;f"
in respect of the sufficiency of the sureties therein, and of
the sum in which they may be bound.

And whenever any such exception shall be so made to any Registersto
such bond, the Register shall give notice thereof to the give notice of
executor or administrator, and require him to sppear before t° exeeption-
him in a reasonable time, not exceeding ten days, and
shew canse against the allowance of such exception, and if
upou the hearing of the objections of all persons interested,
and of such executor or administrator, or of such of them as-
shall appear, such Register shall see cause, he shall order
such executor or administrator to find additional sureties, or
to give security in a larger amount, as the case may requiie,
and if such executor or adwinistrator shall refuse to comply
with such order, or if he shall neglect so todo during the
srace of thirty days after the making thereof, the Register yay grder
shall revoke the letters granted to him, and grant other let- further seou-
ters, in such form as the case shall require, to the person by ity
law pext entitled thereto, they giving to such Register the
security by him ordered as aforesaid: Provided, That no
such exception shall be so made, or proceedings thereunto And may re-
be had before the Register, after one year clapsed from Zglt‘gif;;"“ if
the time of the filing, of a full and perfect inventory by )
such executor or administrator of the whole of the estate in
guestion.

Seer. 29. Bvery Register, before he shall allow the ac- Accounts to
counts of any executor or administrator, shall carefully ex- be vouched
amine the same, and require the production of the necessary :ﬁf‘gﬁ altll""‘

P ; P y the
vouchers, or other satistactory evidence of the several items Register.
contained in it,

Seor. 30. Every Register having allowed and filed any Notice of
account in his office, shall prepare and present a certified filing to be
copy thereof to the Orphan’s court of the respective coun. Pubhished by
ty, at its next stated meeting, being not less than thirty gl
days distaut from the time of such filing and allowance, of
all which he shall give notice to all persons concerned, in the
following manner, viz: by an advertisement enumerating all
the accounts to be presented at any ope time to the said
courf, in at least two newspapers (if there be two,) published 3y, = .. o
in the respective county, or if there be but one newspaper publication.
published 10 such county, then in that one, or if there be
none, then in one printed one nearest to the said county, at

least once a week during the four weeks immediately pre-

ceding the meeting of the court at which such account shall
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be presented, setting forth in- substance that the account-
ants, (naming them and the character in which they respec-

tively act,) have settled their accounts in the office of the.

said Register, and: that the same will be presented to the
Orphan’s court for confirmation, at a certain time and place,
(mentionisg the same,) and also by setting up conspicuously
in his office, and in at least six other of the most public
places in the county; at least four weeks before the time ap-~

pointed for the presentation *of such accounts as aforesaid,"

fairly written or printed copies of such advertisements, and
the actual expense of such advertisement, according to the
Costs thereof ysual rates of advertising in such newspapers, and of the
f,‘:nof,glﬁﬁle setting up of such notices, shall be divided among all the
accounts,  accounts presented at the same court, and the proper propor~
tion thereof only shall be charged in any of the said accounts,
" and allowed to the Register as the cost of such advertise-
ment and notices. \
Swuor. 31, From all the judicial acts and decisions of
the several Registers, appeals may be taken to a Register’s
court of the respective county to be appointed and called b
the respective Register in the manner prescribed by this
Proviso, acts Provided, That such appeals be made within the term
of three years.
Register to Seor. 32. It shall be the duty of every Register to make
of proceed. and certify, under the seal of his office, true copies of all
ingsinhis  bonds, inventories, accounts, actings and proceedings what-
office, soever, remaining in his office, being thereunto required by
’ any person having an interest therein, and to deliver the
same within a reasonable time to such person applying
therefor, on receiving the fee allowed to him by law for
such copy or copies, and if any Register shall refuse, after
. the tender of his lawful fees, to make or deliver such copy
Refasal amuis- gr gopies as aforesaid, he shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
*  meanor in office.
Totransmit  Seor., 33, Whenever any receipt given by the treasurer
“c'eofl‘;’l’tst‘;“he of any county for wmonies paid to him by any executor or
ror t,:yuf; i administrator for the use of the commonwealth, under the
ditar General. provisions of the laws relating to collateral inheritances,
' shall be lodged by such executor or administrator with the
Register having jurisdiction of his account, such Register
shall without delay record such receipt, and immediately
thereupon transmit the same to the Auditor General of this
commonwealth. '
;F" P i SecT. 34. Every Register shall annually, in the month ot
anmutlyl  September, account for, under oath or affirmation, to the
moneysre. Auditor General, and pay into the tréasury of the common-
ceived for the wealth, all moneys which may have been received by him for
" theuse of the commonwealth during the year immediately
praceding the first day of the said month, deducting theré-
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Fees,
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from such sum only as shall be allowed to him by law for
teceiving and paying the same. A

8ret. 85. Every Register shall annually, in the month o
October, render an account, under oath or affirmation to the To “tﬂef’}ﬂ
Auditor General of all tees which shall have been received by ;zfﬁl‘:l\tl‘lt)?a;;’
him, or by any person employed by him for official acts and pay, &e.
services performed in his office, and whenever the amount
thereof, as allowed by the Auditor General, shall exceed
the sum of fifteen hundred dollars he shall pay one half
of the excess into the treasury of the commonwealth.

Szor. 36. On the probate of any will, and the granting of To demand
letters testamentary thereon, also ou the granting of any Eg‘,tt‘;it:’;r‘gf
letters of administration, every Register shall demand and cecdings.
receive for the use of the commonwealth in each case, the
sum of fifty cents.

Szor. 57. The fees to be received by the several¥Regis- Fees of the
ters shall be as follows, viz: For the probate of a will and Registers.
letters testamentary thereon, one dollar; for registering the
same, for every ten words one cent; for letters of adminis-
tration seventy-five cents; for bonds taken of executors o
administrators one dollar and fifty cents, for filing and en-
tering the renunciation of an executor or administrator,
fifty cents; for amnexing a will, for every ten words, one
cent; for issuing a citation or attachment with seal, fifty
cents; for entering a caveat, twenty-five cents; for issaing a
commission to take the testimany of witnesses, scventy five
cents; for issuing a precept for an iseue, thirty-seven and
a half cents; for adminirtering an oath or affirmation, six
cents; for filing a list of articles appraised, twenty-five
cents; fer filing a list of articles sold at vendue, twenty-
five cents, for esamining, passing and filing the account of
an executor or administrator two dollars and fifty cents; for
advertising executors or administrators accounts, two dollars;
for advert sing guardian’s accounts, one dollar; for every copy
if demanded, of such account, not exceeding seventy-five
items, with certificate and seal, one dollar, and for every ad-
ditional item one cent; for entering exceptions to an executors
or administrators bond, and hearing the same, fifty cents;
for holding Register’s court, per day, two dollars; for every
search where no other service is performed for which fees
are allowed, twelve and a half ceats; for certificate and
seal fifty cents, for the copy of any bond filed in his office,
fifty-cents; for commissions on {axes received by him for the
use of the commonwealth, on proceedings in his office, three
cents on every dvllar: Provided, That ip all cases where the poyico.
value of the whele estate of the decedent shall not exceed
the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, the Register shall
receive in lieu of all fees for official acts hereinbefore ~ -.°
fied, to be performed after the letters testamentary ¢~ »2-

19
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ministration have been granted, the sum of two dollars, and '

no more.

Szor. 58, Whenever any proceedings before a Register
or Register’s court shall be wholly ended, and the fzes and
costs accrued thereon shall remain during the space of thirly
days thereafter due and uppaid, such Register may file a bill
thereof, under his hand and the seal of his office, in the
court of Commen Pleas of the county, and upon the dock-
eting thereof, an execution may be issued, in the name of
the commonwealth, to levy the amount of the said bill, in
like manper as executions may issue to levy costs accrued in

- the courts of common law, and subject in like manner to

Register’s
-court how
constituted,

Its jurisdic~
tion.

And records.

Testimony
therein to be
taken in wri~
ting,

Preceptsto be
issued for the

trial of facts
in dispute.
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the Register’s

sourt to the
supreme
seourt,

control and taxation by the said court.

Seor. 39. The Register of wills and the judges of the
court of Common Pleas of any county, or any two of the
said judges, shall compose and hold, from time to time, as

" ‘occasion may require, the Register’s court of such county,

and when convened according to law, shalf have all and
singular the powers and jurisdictions belonging to such
courts, and may and shall do all such judicial acts in all
matters lawfully brought before them, as belong and of right
ought to belong to the office of said Register, and it shall be
the duty of said Register to keep 2 record of the proceed-
ings of such courts, in a book to be provided by him for the
purpose, with a sufficient index thereto, which book shall
remain in the Register’s office.

Szor. 40. The testimony of all witnesses examined in
any cause litigated before any Register’s court, shall be ta-
ken in writing, and made a part of the proceedings therein,
upon which testimony the court having jurisdiction of such
cause by appeal may affirm, reverse, alter or modify the de-
cree of the Register’s court.

Seer. 41. Whenever a dispute upon a matter of fact
arises before any Register’s court the said courtshall, at the
request of either party, direct a precept for an issue to the
court of Common Pleasof the county for the trial thereof,
in the form hercinbefore prescribed for the direction of
Registers, changing such parts thereof as should be changed,
according to the circumstances of the case; and the facts
established by the verdict returned shall not be re-examined
on any appeal.

Sect. 42 Any party agprieved by the final sentence or
decree of any Register’s court, or his legal representatives,
in any case where the sum mentioned in such sentence or
decree, or the sum or matter in controversy shall exceed one
hundred and fifty dollars in value, mey appeal therefrom to
the Bupreme court, but no appeal from any decree of such
court, conc-ruing the validity of a will, or the right to ad-
minister, shall suspend the power or prejudice the acts of
any administrator, nor of any executor who shall have given
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sufficient security to the Register for the faithful adminis-
tration of his trust, and in case of the refusal of. such exe-

cutor to give such security, the said Register shall grant
letters of administration during the dispute, which shall
suspend the power of such executor during that time:
Provided always, That such appeal be made within the term Proviso..
of one year from the time of pronouncing such final sentence

or decree.

Seor. 48, No immaterial variation from the forms given Slight diseres.
and prescribed in and by this act shall vitiate or rend.ergg,ggéesn(’t to,
. . p . . pro-

void any proceedings in which, said forms shall be used.  ceedings,
Seor. 44, From and after the passage of this act all bonds , .~

given or hereafter to be given, by executors, adminis- givenandheld:

trators and guardians, shall be held in trust for the use of under theact

the commonwealth, and such person or persons as may be $F25th

interested therein, and suits may be brought thereon from™ 2 '

time to time, by all persons interested therein, in the same

manner and with like effect as is now allowed in the case of

sherift’s bonds, by the fourth section of the act entitled *“An

act directing sheriffs and coroners to give sufficient sureties

for the faithful execution of their official duties, and for other

purposes,”” passed the twenty-eighth day of March, eighteen

hundred and three. .

a Smctm“. A45. Thisact shall take effect on the ﬁrstl Motx)l- ;l;:g:le of oper-.
ay o ugust next, and so much of any law as is here ‘1

altered or %upplied, is hereby repealed tyrom that period. yﬁiﬁ:@.lmg

JOHN LAPORTE,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

WM. G. HAWKINS,
Speaker of the Senate.
Arrrovep—The fifteenth day of March, Anno Domini, -
eighteen hundred and thirty-two.
GEO. WOLF.

No. 8l.
AN ACT

Relative to constables and supervisors in certain townships and borougls.
Seor. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General

Assembly met, and it is herehy enacted by the authorily of the
sams, That so much of the act of the twentieth of March,
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