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Preamble.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

No. 101
AN AGT

To repeal the {ourth sectior of anact, passed the ninth day oprri!,.l
one theusand, eight hundred and thicty-three, entitled An act supple-
mentary to an act entitled An act toenlurge the Public Buildings of the
State Penitentiary for the Easterm District and for other purposes,

! passed the twenty-eighth day of March, Annro Domini, one thousand»
eight hundred and thirty.one.

Suerion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re-
presentatives of the Commomoealth of Pennsylvania in General
Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the
same, 'That the fourth section of the act, passed the pinth day
of April, one tflqusand, eight hundred and thivty-three, author-
izing the cormmissioners of Dauphin county, to sell the Lancas-
terian school fouse and its appurtenances, situate in Walnut
street in the borough of Harrisburg, be and the same 15 hereby
repealed. ,
WM. PATTERSON,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
THOS. RINGLAND,

Speaker of the Senate

Arrroven~—The first day of April, one thousand, eight huns

dred and thivty-four.
GEO: WOLF.

el G m————ent s

No. 102.
AN ACT \
To astablish o General Syster of Bducation by Common Schools.

Wnrnreas, it is enjoined by the constitution, as a solemn duty,
which canuot be méglected without a disregard of the moral and
political safety of the people :  And whereas, the fund for com-
mon school purposes, under the act of the second of April, one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-one, will, on the fourth of
Apxil next, amourt to the sum of five hundred and forty-six
thousand five hundred and sixty-three dollars and seventy-two
cents, and will soon reach the sum of two millions of dollars,
when it will produce, at five per cent. an interest of one hun-
dred thousand dollars, which, by said act, is to he paid for the
support of common schools: And whereas, provisions should
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be made by law, for the distribution of the benefits of this fund
to the people of the respective counties of the Commonwealth :
Therefore, oo
Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re-
presentatives of the Commonuwealth of Pennsylvania in Gene-

ral Assembly met, and ét is hereby enacted by the authority

of the same, That the <ity and county of Pﬁiladelphia, and gey001 divic's

every other county in this Commonwealth, shall cach form a
school division, and that every ward, township and borough,
avithin the several school divisiens, shall each form a school dis-
trict: Provided, That any borough which is or may be con-
nected with a township in the assessment and vollection oficoun-
ty rates and levies, shall, with the said township, so long as it
remains so connected, form a district; and each of said districts
shall contain a competent number of common schools, for the
education of every child within the limits thercof, whe shall ap-
ply, either in person or by his or her parents, guardian or next
friend, for admission and instructian. :

Secrron 2. 1t shall be the duty of the sheriffof each county,
thirty days previous to the third Friday in September of the
current year, cne thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, to
give notice by proclamation, to the citizens of each school dis-
trict, to hold elections in their respective townships, wards and
boroughs, at the places where they hold their elections for su-
pervisors, town councils und constables, to choose six citizens
of cach school district, to serve as school directors of said dis-
tricts respectively ; which elections shall, on the said day, be
conducted and held in the same manner as elections for super-
visors and cosstables are by law held and conducted ; and on
the day of the next annual clection of supervisors in the respect-
ive towaships, and of constables In the respective cities of this
Commonvwealth, a new clection ¥ directors shall talee place in
the said townships, boroughs and cities, at which clection, and
annually thereafter at that tume, and in manner and form afore-
said, two directors shall be choscn, who shall serve for thres
years ; the sheritls giving thirty days notice previous to such
. <lection. : .

171

and districts.
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Elections ot
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Secrrox 2. It shall he the duty of the said school directors, Directors to
within ten days after the period of their election, annually teweet witia

‘meet in their respective school districts, when each board shal
choose, out of their own body, a président and sceretary, and a
delegate to the joint delegate meeting provided for in the follow.
ing section ; they shall also appoint a treasurer for the districs
where no township or borough treasurer shall be otherwise ap-
pointéd ; and it shall be the duty of each board, on the.day of
their first assembling as aforcsaid, to divide themselves into
three classes, the first of which shall serve uvutil the next elec-
tion, the second until the second election, and the third until the
third election following, so that one-third of each board may be
chosen annually ; andif any vacancy shall occur, by death or
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110 days, &c.
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otherwise, it shall be the duty of the board in which such va.

cancy may occur, to fill the same until the next election.
Srcrron 4. On the first Tuesday in November, of the year
Maeting of 1 one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, and first Monday in
g:zx:gt;tii:: May in each year thereafter, there shall be held, at the county
missioners.  court-house in each division, a joint meeting of the eounty com-
missioners and one delegate from each board of scheol dircct-

- ors within said county or school division, in which it shall be

decided whether or not a tax for the expenditure of each dis-
¢ trict be levied ; and if a tax be authorized by a majority of the
/ joint meeting, it shall be apportioned among the several districts
as county rates and levies are now by law apportioned. Each
delegate to the joint meeting, shall be entitled to receive one dol-
tar per day, for each day’s attendance spent by him in travel-
ling to and from and attending said meeting, to be paid out of
the county treasury.

Secrron 5. The appropriations made for the common
schools, by the joint meeting, shall be considered part of the
authorizéd estimates of county expenditures, and shall be levied
Proviso, and collected in the usual manner: Provided, That no tax shall
be less in araount than double the funds which may be furnish-
ed to said county or school division, as hereinafter directed, out -
of the treasury of this Commonwealth, in aid of common schools
organized according to the provisions of this act: And provi-
ded further, That to constitute a joint meeting, at least two of
the county commissioners, and a majority of the delegates of
the school distriets in each division shall be required, except in
such eases as are hereinafter provided; and if no quorum be
present, it shall be lawful for them to hold further meetings un-
til one is obtained. ) '

Secrron 6. When such dejegate meeting is organized, the
vote on the question of malling appropriations for common
Of the pro:  schools shall be taken by yeas and nays, a record whereof shall
ceedings of e kapt by tue ‘county commissioners, and if it shall be deter-
the delegates, . 4 1 o £ said o R B

mined, by a majority of said meeting, that no such appropria
tion shall be made for any division or county, then all the dis-
tricts, whose delegates voted in the negative, shall for that year
be entitled to no part of the money nppropriated by this act,
but the whole amount which such division would have been en-
» -titled to, had it determined to make such appropriation for com-
mon schools by tax, shall go and be appropriated to such dis.
trict or districts in said division or county, whose delegates
voted in the affirmative, in the ratio of the taxable inhabitants
of said district. And the amount of tax levied on such district
voting in the affirmative, under the present law for educating
-the poor gratis, shall be fairly estimated by the commissioners,
and paid out of the county treasury to such districts, to be added
to their ebmmon school fund, to entitle the districts thus voting
in the affirmative, to the money appropriated by this act, they
shall be required to raise no larger tax than would have been

>

Appropriati’s.

2d proviso.
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required, had every county in the Commonwealth voted, to ap-
propriate for common schools as provided for in this act. In -
case a majority of the districts in any division or county vote in
the negative, then the amount of tax to be raised by those dis-
tricts voting in the affirmative, shall be fixed by a majority of
the votes of the delegates of said districts.  If on neither the first
nor second meeting, a majority of the commissioners and dele-
gates from all the districts of any division shall attend, then
those present shall proceed in the same manper as if a majority
had attended, and their proceedings shall be as valid. If; in -
any division, no district shall thus vote to appropriate, then the
money to which such division would have becn entitled, shall
remain in the State Treasury, for the use of such division or
counties, for the term of two years from the passage of this act ;
after which time, if such division or counties, or any part there-
of, do not vote so to appropriate, then the money to which such
division would have been entitled, shall go to, and he divided
among such divisions or counties, as shall thus in whole or in
part vote to appropriate. And it shall be the duty of the coun-
ty commissioners of each county, in each year, after such dele-
gate meeting may have been held, to communicate the proceed- :
ings thereof to the general superintendent: Provided, That in Proviso.
case it shall have been determined, by any such delegate meet-
ing, that no appropriation for common schools should be made
for the current year, the acts of Assembly to provide for the
education of the poor gratis now in foree, shall continue in
force, in such division, or county, or district, for the current
year. )

Secrion 7. Within twenty days after such joint mecting of
the delegates as aforesaid, or at such time as such joint mecting Meetings of

E . N . - Ngs ot

shall fix and determine, if said delegate meeting shall have de- 1, people in
termined to make an appropriation as aforesaid, the people of the distriets.
the several school districts shall assemble in their respective
wards or districts, at the usual place of holding ward or town.
ship elections, or at such place as may be fixed by such dele-
gate meeting ; and it'shall be the duty of said delegate meeting,
to give due notice of the time and place of holding said meetings
of the people in the said school districts. And.the people of said
districts, when so assembled, shall be organized by appointing a
chairman, and the secretary of the board of directors of the
proper district shall be secretary of the said meeting, and shall
record the proceedings of such meeting in the book of minutes
of the said board ; or in his absence, that duty shall be perform-
ed by some other director of the said board. It shall be the
duty of the board of directors, to communicate to such meeting,
such mutters in reference to the common schools of the district,
as may be important, which may be considered by such meet-
ing : And-it shall be in the power of said meeting to decide,
by a majority of votcs, whether they will raise for the current
year a sum it addition to that determined on by the delcgate

.
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: meeting aforesaid, to be applied to the common schools of the
said district 3 and if such mecting shall so determine to raise
such additional sum, it shall be the duty of the secretary to cer-
tify the “same to the supervisors of the township, or the town
council of the borough, as the case may be, whose duty it shall
be to add the same as an increase upon the assessment or tax of
the said district, and the same shall be collected as township or

_ borough rates and levies are by law collected.
Szerron 8. 1t shall be the duty of the several boards of
- school dirvectors, to determine the number of schools to be open-
Duties and  €d in their respective districts ; to cause suitable buildings to be
powers of the exccted, purchased or hired, for schools; to appomnt capable
directors.  teachers at liberal salaries; to admit scholars; to have the ge-
neral superintendence of the schools of their respective districts ;
to pay the necessary expenses incurred thercby, by orders
drawn on the treasurer of the district, signed by the president,
. and . countersigned by the secretary of the respective boards :
Proviso. Provided, That no school director shall receive any emolument
' whatever, for his services, except when serving as a delegate,
according 1o the provisions of this act ; but he shall be exempt-
ed during the performance of the duties of said ofice, from mili-
tia duty, or serving in any other township or borough office.
Ot schools - SECTION 9. Whenever it may be necessary or convenicnt
formed by 2 10 establish a school out of two or more adjoining districts, the
or more dis- School directors from each of such adjoining districts, or a ma-
tricts. jority of them, may establish and regulate such school; and
the expenscs thercof shall be divided between said districts, ac-
cording to the number of scholars each district may send to
such school. . )
Manual dab's Secriox 10. Whereas, manual labour may be advantage-
- *ously connected with intellectual and moral instruction, in some
or alt of the schools, it shall be the duty of the school directors
to decide whether such connection in their respective distriets
shall take place or not; and if decided affirmatively, they shall
have power to purchase materials und employ artizans for the
Instruction of the pupils in the uscful brariches of the mechanic .
arts, and, where practicable, in agricultural pursuits: Provided
nevertheless, That no such conncetion shall take place in any
common school, unless four out of the six directars of the dis.’
trict shall agree thereto, ' )
. Secrron 1. It shall be the duty of each board of school
Ditcclors to  directors, by two or more af their number, to visit every school
yisitthe sch’s - +ir school district, at least : or th, and
and to report within thoir schoo Jistrict, at least once in every month, and |
to the inspec. GAUSE the result of said visit to be entercd in the minutes of the
tors. board ; “and it shall be their further duty, to make an annual
and full report to the district inspectors, to be appointed as here-
imafter dirccied, of the situation of each school in their district,
the nwmber of scholars, the studies pursued; and whether in
cennexion with manual labour, the number of months in the
yaar the schools shall have been opened, the expenscs attending

Proyiso.

1
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each school, salary of the teacher, and his or her qualifications

and general conduct, together with such information as may be

beneficial in forming a just estimate of the value of such schools;

and this report to the said inspectors shall be made on or before
- the first day of October in each year.

Seetion 12. The several courts of Quarter Sessions in this
Commonwealth shall, annually, at their first session after the
clection of school directors within their respective counties or
divisions, appoint two competent citizens of cach school district,
10 be inspeetors of the public schools therein established by this
act, who shall be exempt, during the performance of the duties
of their said office, from militia duty, and from serving in any
township or borough office.

Srcrron 18. It shall be the duty of the school inspectors to

Q. S.to app’t
inspectors,

visit every school in their respective districts, at least once in Duties of
every three months, and as much oftener as they may think ipspectors-

proper, te inquire into the moral character, learning and ability
of the several teachers employed therein ; they shall have power
to examine any person wishing to be employed as a teacher,
and if found qualified and of good moral character, shall give
him or her a certificate to that effect, naming therein the branch-
es which he or she is found qualified to teach, which certificate
shall be valid for one year from the date thereof, and no longer ;
and no person who shall not have obtained such certificate,

shall receive from the county treasury, or the treasury of the

Commonwealth, any compensation for his services.
Srerion 14. The inspectors of any school division, may

meet at such times and places as they may deem expedient,

and adopt such rules for the examination of teachers and
schools, and prescribe such forms for certificates, as they may
deem necessary to produce uniformity in such examinations
and certificates, throughout the school division ; and they may;
if they deem it expedient, appoint days for the public examina-
tion of tcachers, and requirc all teachers to be examined in
public ; and said inspectors, or any one of them, may visit all
district schools in their school divisions, and examine the same.

Srcrion 15. Whenever the inspectors meet together as they
ave empowered by the preceding section, they shall organize
themselves for the proper transaction of business, and each in-
spector shall be governed by the rules then adopted in his ex-
aminations, and observe such forms in his certificates, as shall
be prescribed by the majority of the inspectors of the school di-
vision thus assembled ; and no certificate of qualification shall
be given by the inspectors, or any of them, to any teacher,
unless he or she be found -qualified to tcach reading, writing
and arithmetie.

Srcriox 16.  The school inspectors shall minutely ex-
amine into the state and condition of the schools, both as re-
spects the progress of the scholars in learning and the good
order of the schools, and make anannual report to the super-
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mtendent of the public schools, on or before the first Monday
in November, of the situation of the schools in their respective
distriets, founded on their own observations and the report of
the respective school directors ; to include the character of the

- teachers ; the number of scholars admitted during the year in
the several schools under their inspection ; the branches of study
taught in each school ; the number of months in the year during
which each school shall have been kept open ; the cost of school
houses, either for building, renting or repairing, and all other

. costs that may have been incurred in maintaining the several
schools in their respective districts; and also shall cause the
same to be published in the school division, at the expense of
the respective city or county. .

. Seorion 17.  The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall be
Secretary of Superintendent of all the public schools. established by virtue of
the Common- this act, and he shall perform the following duties:
wealthtobe I, Prepare and submit an annual report to the Legislature,
superintend’t, containing a statement of the condition of the common schools,
estimates and accounts of expenditures of the school moneys,-
plans for the improvement of the common school system, and
all such matters, relating to his office of superintendent and to
the concerns of the common schools, as he shall deem it expe-
dient to communicate. . .

II. He shall prepare suitable blank forms, with necessary in-
structions for making district reports, and for conducting the
necessary proceedings under his jurisdiction, and he shall cause
the same, together with all such information as he may deem
necessary for the further improvement of the schools, to be
transmitted to the several boards of directors.

III. He shall sign all orders on the State Treasury for the
payment of moneys into the county school funds, but no such
order shall be drawn until the county commissioners shall have
furnished him with a certificate, which they are hereby required
to do, of the amount of school tax required by this act, having
been assessed according to the provisions thereofl

1V. if any controversy shall arise in relation to the distribu-
tion of the public money, or between the inspectors and direct-
ors concerning the duties of their office, an appeal to the super-
intendent shall be made, who is hereby authorized to settle and
adjust all such disputes, without cost ta the parties ; and all mo-
ney reasonably expended by him in this, and other matters ap-
pertaining to the execution of his duty as superintendent, shall
upon due proof, be allowed to him by the Auditor General, and
paid out of the State Treasury. :

Secrion 18. The county commissioners shall transmit an
County com- abstract of the accounts, audited by the proper officer, to the
mussioners.  gyperintendent, once in every year, on or before the first day of

November. v
Secrron 19. Seventy-five thousand dollars are lereby ap-
propriatéd out of the school fund, for the year one thousand

Duties as
such,
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%igiit hundred and thirty-five, which amount shall be annually $75,000 ap-

thereafier appropriated and paid as hereinafier directed, uatil the propriated for
d the year 1835

s ) L d
thougand dollars annually, when that suta shall be distributed f,':e,e::g;l:?lg

year wheun the schosl fund shall yield an interest of one hundre

in each year amongst the school divisions creatod by the adop- the scheo)
tiofy of this act, il manner following i—The superintendent of fund.

commoh schools shall give notice, th at least ohe public news-

paper in every school division withia this Commonwealth, for

the space of three weeks, of the sum to which such division

imay be entitled, having reference in such distribution to the

humbkr of taxablé inhabitants in said division ; and these funds

shall be again distiibuted to the different districts, in proportion

to the taxables ‘of said districts, according to the provisions of

this act; and as soon as practicable thereafter, the sald superin.

tendeiit shall cailse the distributive share of each school divis

sion entitled theréto, to be paid to the county treasurer, which

share shall be apportioned amongst the respective districts of
the several divisions, according to the said principle of distribu.

" tion prescribed for the superintendent ; and the same rule shall

be observed in the distribution of the proceeds of the tax imposed

itpon the county for the sarme purpose, by the delegate meeting .
hereinbefore provided fors -

Srerron 20.  All moneys that may come Into the possession Duties of the

of the ¢ounty treasurers, fur the use of any school district or-dig; eornty trea.

tricts within their respective divisions, shall be paid over by the

said treasdrers to the treasurers of the said districts respectively,

at such times as the commissioners of the respective counties
shall order and direct ; and the bond of a county treasurer shall
be forfeited, by any failure to comply with the duties enjoined
upon him by this act.

surer.

Secrron 21.  The treasurers of the respective townships and g¢ township
boroughs, where such officers -are appointed, shall be treasurers or borough
for their respective school districts, and all moneys belonging to treasurers,

a district for the support of schools, whether the same be derived %¢

from appropriations by the state, contributions from the county
treasury, private donations, or otherwise, shall be placed in the
custody of the treasurer thereof, and shall be paid out ou orders
drawn by the president of the board of directors, by order of
said board ; and the accounts of the said hoard shall be audited
and adjusted, as other accounts of the townships and boroughs
ate directed by law to be audited and adjusted; and the said
treasurer shall be required to give to the board of directors,
good and sufficient sccurity for the safe-keeping and faithful ap-
plication of the funds entrusted to his care, in all cases where
the said treasurer shall be appointed by the said board of

directors : Provided, That the scveral duties of district treasu- Proviso.

rers in the cities of Philadelphia, Lancaster and Pittsburg, shall
be performed by the treasurcrs of the respective counties, and
their accounts shall be audited and settled by the county audi
tors, as in other cases.

’ 23

Il SR
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Of property’ Sgcerion 22, The county commissioners of each county 12
held in trust the Commonwealth, shall have power to take and hold, in {ee
Z‘:}"g{; simple or otherwise, any estate, real or personal, which shall be
’ given by any person or persons, or bedies corporate, for the use

of any school division within the said eounty.

Seerion 23.  The supervisors of every township, and the
town council of every borough forming a schoal district, shall
have power to purchase, hold and receive real and personal pro-
perty of all descriptions, that may be necessary fox the estab-
tishment and support of schools, and the same to sell, alien and
dispose of, whenever it shall be no longer required for the uses
aforesaid : Aud in all cases where real estate is hcld by trustees,
for the general use of the neighbourhood, as a school house or

~ its appendages, it shall be lawful for the said trustecs, the sur-
vivor or suzvivors of them, to convey the same o the supervisors
-~ or town council of the proper district; and from thenceforth, the
said supcrvisors or town council shall hold the said pyoperty, for
the same term and for the same uses for which it was granted
to the suid trustees. . . ;
€. troasticrs Srcrion 24. That it shall be the duty of the treasurer of
Toreceive and €A county for the time-being, to receive all the moneys, from
acc’t for mo. Whatever sources they may arise or become due, that are to be
feys, &c.  distributed and applied to the support of schools created under
- the provision of this act, within said county, to keep a just and
true account of all his rcceipts and payments, which the auditors
of the county shall audit, settle and adjust, in like manner as
they shall audit, settle and adjust his accounts as county trea~.
surer, which accounts, so audited shall be transmitted to the
superintendent of common schools, by the county commissioners,
as directed by thisact: And the said treasurer’s accounts shalk
éontain o true statement of all moneys received during the year,
{or the use of any school or schools of any division or district of
his county, designating in said accounts, from what sourees said
moneys have been derived,and siwch aecount shall be sworn or

affirined to by him. '
Bafance * BzerioN 25. Upon settlement of: the account of such treas
against any stirer, if any balance is found due by him, the transcript of such
of then: to be balance may be filed in the court of Common Pleas of the proper
aken, & county, and the same shall be a lien upon the real estate of
such trensurer, in like manner as balances due by him te the
cotmty aad Comuionwealth are made liens by act of asscmbly.

Secriox 26.  So much of any aet of the General Assemably

Repealing as is hercby altered or suppl.i'ed, is hqreb‘y rcpea.]ed, except the
elause,  actand its supplements new in operation tu the eity and county

: of Philadelphia, entitled ¢ An act to provide for the edueation of
childrerr at the public expense within the city and county of
Philadelphia,” which is made concurrént with the provisions of
this act, and is in no wise to be considered as altered, amended
or repealed, except so far that the citizens of said city and county
-shall be entitled to receive their due proportion aud share of any
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snoney which may be appropriated out of the school fund, by
the Legislature, in pursuance of the provisions of this act.

Secrron 27.  Immediately after the passage of this act, the
Secretary of the Commonwealth shall cause circular iotters, with g};ﬁfnf’&
the said act attachcd thereto, to be addressed to the sheriff' of to send copice
rach county, and it shall be the duty of the sheriff aforesaid, to of this act to
publish the same in two or more newspapers in his county, if the sherifi’s.
50 many be published therein, for three successive wecks, in
such manner as shall secure the timely organization, under this
act, according to the provisions thereof, the expense to be de-
frayed out of the county treasury. ’ :

' WM. PATTERSON,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
THO’S. RINGLAND,
* Speaker of the Senate.

Arprovep—The first day of April, onc thoysand eight hun-

dred and thirty-four :
' GEO: WOULF.

T 1 CRM———

i

No. 1063.
A SUPPLEMENT

Fo an act entitled “An act to provide for the inspeetion of tobacco for the
port of Philadelphia.”

Sgorion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in
Gereral Assembly met and it is hereby enacied by the author-
ity of the same, ‘That the act entitled “An act to provide for
the inspection of tobacco for the port of Philadelphia,” shall not
extend to any tobacco other than such as is intended for a mar-
ket beyond the United Statcs ; and the inspector shall provide
at least one ware-house for inspection, to be located within the
limits of the city of Philadclphia.’
' ' WM. PAT'TERSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

THO’S. RINGLAND,
Speaker of the Senate.

Approved—The first day cf April, one thousand cight hun-
Cdred and thirty-four, ‘
- GEO: WOLY,
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