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AN ACT i
'Reiating to county rates and levies and township rates and levies.

Srcrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re-
presentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General
Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the
zame, That the commissioners of every county, shall at their
first meeting after the general election in every year, proceed
1o make an estimate of the probable expense of the county, for
the ensuing year. -

. SecrroNn 2. Within six weeks after the general election, in
the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, and in
every third year thereafter, the commissioners of every county
shall issue their precept to the assessors of the respective town-
ships, wards and districts, requiring them to make out and re-
turn within thirty days thereafler, a just and perfect list, in such
form as the commissioners shall direct, of the names of all the
taxable persons, residing within their wards, townships and
districts, respectively, and of all property taxable by law, to-
gether with a just valuation of the same to be made in the man-
ner hereinafier directed. o .

. Seerron 8. The assessors of the several wards, townships
and districts, shall previcusly to'each triennial assessment, as-

semble at the office of the commissioners of their respective,

counties, on a day to be appointed by such commissioners and
a majority of the assessors, shall proceed with the commission-
e1s to fix upon some uniform standard to ascertain the real val
ue of all property made taxable by law, taking into considera-
tion, improvements, proximity to market and other advantages
of situation, so that the same relative valuation may be obser-
© wed in every ward, township and district.
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Srorron 4. The assessors and assistant assessors of -thé
several counties, shall on the receipt of the precepts aforesaid,
proceed to take an actount in the form directed by the commis-
sioners, of the hames gnd "stirnames of all the taxable inhabl-
tants within their respective. wards, townships and districts, and
also an account of .the following real and personal property.

I. - Real estaté, viz: All houses, lands, lots of ground and
ground rents, mills'and manﬁfactoriés of all descriptions, all
furnaces, forges, bldomeries, distilleries, s'ugar-houses, malt-
houses, breweries, tan-yards und ferries. .

II.  Tlie following: personal estate, viz: All horses, mures,
geldings and cattle above the age of four yeurs. =, - .

HI1.“All offices and posts of profit, professions, trades and oc-
Qupatioxxs, and all single freéemen’ above the age of twenty-one
years who shall not follow any occupation or callings. _

SecrroN 5. When such enumeration &nd account shall be

. completed, the several assessors shall convene their assistant,

assessors, and with them shall proceed to value the property, of
which an account shall be so taken, according to the standard
previously agréed upon as aforesaid, sind to rate all offices and
posts of profit, professions; trades and occapations, at their dis-
&retioty,-having due regard to the profits arising therefrom.
Skcrron.6. When sich assessment shall be completéd; the
several assessors shall assemble at the office of thé commission:
érs of the respective couhity, on a day to be appointed by the
¢ommissioners, o malke returns’ of their several assesshents;
when it shall bé the duty of the asséssors to point out errors or

deviatiofis on each others. returns front the standard previously:

detérmined ‘upon, and if sich errors or deviations shall be' es<
irblished the commissioners shall correct the returns accord
ingly. . . : _ o ]
Secriok 7. When the returns of the assessors shall be recs
tified as aforesaid, if necessary, the commissioners shall proceed
to assess the proportion of every ward, township and district,
according to the adjusted valuation of the taxable property and
other subjects of taxation, in such ward, township and district 2
Lrovided, That. no tax in any county shall in one year ex-
ceed the rate of one cent in every dollar of such adjusted valua-
tion, and that the rate for any office or post of profit, profession,
trade or occupation or on any single freeman who follows.no
occupation, shall at no time exceed ten dollars in one year, and
shall be lowered in due proportion as the tax on property shall
be lower than one cent in the dollar.
. Secrrox 8. When the proportions of the several wards,

_ townships and districts shall be ascertained as aforesaid, the

commissioners af the respective county - shall cause accurate
transcripts of the assessnients to be made out by their clerk, and

-~

shall transmit the same to the respective assessors on or before -

the second Monday of April following, together with a state-
ment of the rate per cent. and the day of appeal fixéd by them.

! N - t

’

‘
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SecrioN 9. It shall be the duty of the several assessors on
receiving such transeript from the county commissioners to give
written or printed notice at least five days before the day of ap-
peal to every taxable jnhabitant within the respective ward,
township or district, of the amount or sum for which he stands
rated, and the rate per cent. of such amount, and of the time
and place of such appeal. ‘

Secriow 10. [t shall also be the duty of the commissioners
of the respective counties, to give notice by advertisement in
one or more newspapers printed in or nearest to the seat of jus-
tice of the proper county, at least three weeks before the day of
appeal, of the time and place fixed for such appeal.

Secrrox t1. Oa or before the first day of April in each of
the two years succeeding the tricnnial assessment, the commis-
sioners of the respective county shall send a transcript of such
triennial assessment to the assesser of every ward, townshipand
district therein, together with their precepts, requiring him to
take an account of all freemen and of all personal property tax-
able by law, together with a just valuation of the same, and also
a valuation of all offices and posts of profit, professions, trades
and occupations taxable by law, enjoining such assessor o make
a just return to thent within thirty days afler the date of such
precept, and to note in such return such altevations in his ward,
township or district, as may have been occasioned by the trans-
fer or division of real estate, or by the destruction of buildings,
and also noting all single freemen who have arrived at the age
of twenty-one years since the last triennial assessment, and all
others who have since that time come to inhabit in such ward,
township or district, together with the taxable property such
persons may possess and the valuation thereof, agreeably to
the provision of this act. ‘

Seorrow 12. 1t shall be the duty of the several assessors in,
each of the two years succecding the triennial assessment, to
give notice to the taxable inhabitants in like manner as after
the triennial assessment, but in the following cases only, viz:
In the case of real property where buildings or other improve-
ments have been destroyed since such triennial assessment, and
in the case of personal property, oifices, professions, trades
and occupations, where there has been any alteration in the
assessment, occasioning a different valuation from the former
year, and also where persons have come to inhabit in the coun.

. ty since such triennial assessment.

Sgctriox 13, At the time and place fixed for the appeal,
which in each of the two years after the triennial assessment,
shall be held in the commissioners office of the proper county,
the commissioners shall attend and hear all persons who may
apply for redress, and grant such relief'as to them shall appear
just and reasonable : Provided, That the comnissioners shall
not make any allowance or abatement in the valuation of any
real estate, in any other year than that in which the triennial:

5
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dasscssinent is made, excepting wheye buildings or otherimprove.

_ ments have been destroyed subsequent\v to such tfiennial asy

sessment.

Sscrioy 14, ltshall be the duty of the several assessors,
to attend at the time and place fixed for the appeal for their re-
spective ward, tow ns[np or district, to prevent impositions bcmrf
practised on the commissionars by persons uppealing.

Sscriox t5. hnmed.ately afler the appeals arc over, the
commissioners shall procced to regulaie the asscssmcms, acs
Loz'dmg to the alterations mdde, dnd shall causé their clerks to
make fair duplicates thercof, in such f'01m as the commissioners
nmy dnu,t. ’

Spctron 16. It shall be the du(v of the comunissioners tp
hcur appeals at any subsequcnt time when they may be in ses-
sion, previous to the pay ment of the tax, and to make such altera-
tions as they m:gM: have done on the regular day of appcal
LProvided, ;'lmt no such appeal shall be “heatd unless the ap-
pellant shall haye given due notice ﬂlereof to {he assessor ofthe
propér ward, township, or digtriet.

Sperrox 17, It shall he the duty of cvery assessor on of
before the day of uppcms in cvery year, to felurn the numes of
1wo respecmbk: citizéns of his ward, township or district, to the
commissioners

A thie respectiye county, one of whom so re-
turned shall be apv)omted by such ('omm:ss‘ioners, the collector
of county ra'c md levies {or such war d, IO\anhlp or district 1['
he shiall give scetrity as is Herejnaticr pxovldcd o

Speriox +8.  IFany assessor shall tail "to return the names
of two citizens as 1s hereinhefore pzovxdc:, or i’ neither of the
pexsonq _etumed shall nnetﬁc scenrity hepeinafter required, oy
i any person :npo;mod a ‘¢ollector, shall refuse or neglect to
perform the duties ¢f bis effice, or shall dig , or become other-
wisc incapable to act, it shall be the duty of the commissioners
to appoint somg other suitible person as ‘¢ollector, who shall
give security as is hex(,nnfku provided, a ud so on as oftcn d-a
mdy he pecussar Ve

Secrioy 19. No person shiall be anpoimed collector of coun-
ty vates and lovies, uiless he sball give bond in such amount as
oba]l be determined by the commissioners with warrant of attorney
fo confess Judgment ‘thereon, and wnh sucl) sulety or sureties
therein as 511.1,11 be satisfactory to the comuiissioners, or a bond
with a mortgage of real estate suﬁcxcnt to secure such amount.

Szeriox “’0 The commissioners of cach county shall issue
their warrauts with™ the duplicate aforesaid, to the vespective
colloctors of connty rates and levies, therein authorizing and re-
qumn'r them to demand and réccive from every person in such

duplicate named, the sum  wherewith such person stands

charged.
" Sgerron 21, If any person shall neglect or refuse to make
payment of the amount due by hiar for “such tax within thirty
days fromi the time of demsand so nade, it shall be the duty of
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the collédtor aforesaid to levy such amount by distress and sale

of the goods and chattels of such delinquent, giving ten days .

publiq notice of ;suc'h sale, by writtcn or printed advertisements
and in case goods and chattels suflicient to satisfy the same with
the costs cannot be found such collector shall be authorized to

take the body of such delinquent, and convey him to the jail of

the praper courtity there to romain ontil the amount of suich tax
together with the costs shali be paid or secured to be paid, or
until he shall be otherwise discharged by due course of Jaw.

Seeriow 22: It shall be the duty of the clerks of the com-
missioners of cach county to keep fair books in which shall be
entered the name of every collector of county rates and levies,
charging him with the amount of the duplicate delivered to him
1o collect, and evediting hiwn with the allowances made after the
appeal, for which pufpose such clerk shall enter in the said books
the names of all persons abated or exoncrated; together with
.the arhount of such abatement or exoneration and the date when
made, and he shall certify sich allowances in the duplicate of
the collectors to enable the treasurer to make scttlement accor-
dingly, and as soon as the duplicates ave delivered to the col:
ectors he shall send a statersient of the names of the respective
callectors, togothet with the sums wherewith each stands char:
ged to the county trcasurer, o ~

Secrron 25. If any assessor shill réfuse or neglect to assess
and return to the commissioners of the county, any person
whom he knows tg be liuble to assessment, such dssessor being
thercof donvicted in the court of Quarter Sessions of the same
county, shall be fined in any sivm not less than twenty dollars,
nor niore than fifty dollars, at the discretion of the court besides
the costs of prosecution for the use of the county in which the
party aggrieved resides. i 3

Seerrox 24. If any assesser or assistant assessor who shall
have taken upon himself the duties of such office, shall neglect
or refuse, to comiply with any ovder or warrant issued to him by
the commissiofiers of the same county in conformity with law, or
shall not perform the duties enjoined upon him by law, he shall
forfeit any sum not exceeding forty dollars to be-recovered by
the county as debts of a like amount are recoverables

Sperion 25. 1t shall be lawful for the supervisors of any

township fo lay a rate or assessment not exceading one cent in
_ the dollar; upon veal and personal estate, offices; trades, and
bceupations, for the purpose of laying out, opening, making,
amending or répairing of roads and highways, and for the ma-
king or repairing of bridges, and for such other purposes as
may be authorized by law, ,

Srerrow 26: It shall be latrful for the overseers of the poor
of any township having first obtained the approbation of any
two justices of the peace of the county to lay a ratc or assess-
ment not exceeding one cent in the dollar at one time upon all
real and personal estates, within such townships.

2
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SecrioN 27. In every case in which a rate or assessment
shall be laid for township purposes, "the same shall be levied
upon the basis of the last adjusted valuation made as aforesaid
for the purpose of regulating county rates and levies.

Secrion 28. The supervisors and overseers respectively
laying such rate or assessment, shall take to their assistance
the township assessor for the time being, whose doty it shall
be to furnish a correet copy of the last adjusted valuation in

" the township as aforesaid, and to give his aid in making such

agsessment. - )
Srerion 29. The supervisors and overseers of the poor of
every township shall cause the rates or assessments by them
respectively laid, to be entered in hooks to be prepared for the
purpose which shall be signed by them respectively, and shall
be deposited with the town clerk if there be one in the town-
ship, but if not it shall remain with the supervisors or overseers
respectively, and such tewn clerk, supervisors, or overseers as
the case may be, shall permit any inhabitant or other per-

.son, charged with township rates and levies to inspect the same

at all seasonable tiraes, without any fee or rveward, and shall
give copies of the same on demand, being paid at the tate of
ten cents for every twenty-four names. .

Secrrox 30. If any supervisor, overseer or town clerk,
having charge of such book, shall refuse to permit any inhabi-
tant or other person charged with township rates and levies to in-
spect the sdtne, or shall refuse fo give copics as aforesaid, he shali
forfeit three dollars to the party grieved, to be recovered ag
debts of a like amount are recoverable.

Seerron 31. The supervisors and overseers of the poor of
every township, shall annually, at a mceting to be convened

" for the purpose, appoint some suitable inhabitant of the wwn-

ship to be collector of the township rates and levies. :

Seerrox 32. HEvery person appointed collector of township
rates and levies, shall give a bond with surety, or a bond withi
mortgage of ‘real estate, to the satisfaction of the supervisors
and overseers of the poor of the vespective township, .

Seeriox 33, 'The supervisors and overseers of.the poor of
every fownship, shall cause fair duplicates to be made of the
rates or assessments by them respectively Iaid, which shall be
signed by thenr rospectively, and shall issne their warrant,
with such daplicates, to the cotlector of such rates and levies,
therein authorizing and requiving him to demand and’ receive,
from every person in such duplicate named, the sum wherewith
such person stands charged. '

Secriox 34. Provided, That before issuing the duplicate
and warrant for the collection of road taxes, it shall be the duty
of the supervisors of every township 10 give notice to all per--
sons rated for such taxes, by advertisements or otheiwise, to
attend at such times and places s such supervisors may direct,

.
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so as to give such persons full opportunity to work out their
respective taxes.

Sreriox $5. If any person shall neglect or refuse to make
payment of the sum charged to him for township rates and
levies, it shall be lawful for the collector thereof, having first
obtained a warrant, under the hand and seal of any justice of
the peace of the county, to levy the same by distress and sale
of the goods and chattels of sich delinquent, giving ten days
publie notice of such sale, by written or printed advertisements,
and in case goods and chatiles, sufficient to satisfy the same
with the costs, cannot be found, such collector shall be author-
ized to take the bady of such delinquent and convey him to the
ail of the proper county, there to remain until the amount so
charged, together with the costs, shall be paid or secured to be
paid, or until he shall be otherwise discharged by due conrse of
faw.

Secriox 56. Provided, That it shall be lawful for any per-
son aggrieved by such rate or assessment, to apply by petition
1o the next court of Quarter Sessions of the respective county,
who shall have power to take such order thereupon as to them
shall be thought expedient, and the same shall conclude and
bind all parties. . '

Srcrion 87. And provided alzo, That if any person, ag-
grieved by such rate or assessment, shall apply to a judge of
such court, and give bond with surety to the satisfaction of such
judge, it shall be -lawful for such judge to make an order in
writing, which shall stay all proceedings for the collection of
the sum with which such person stands charged until such ap-
peal be determined.

Srcrronw 38. The bond to be given in such case by the ap-
pellant, shali be taken in the name of the township, in an amount
equal to the sum with which such person stands charged, with
condition for the payment of such sum as, by the determination
of the next eourt of Quarter Sessions of the respective eounty,
shall appear to be payable by him.

SecTioN 39. If in any township there shall not be a trea-
surer elected or appointed, it shall be the duty of the supervi-
sors and overseers of the poor of the township, either by them-
selves or by a proper person duly authorized by them, respecs
tively, to collect the township rates and levies by them respec-
tively laid: Provided, That i such case the supervisors and
overseers shall, respectively, be accountable for the faithful col-
lection thereof, by the petson so authorized by them respec-
tively. .

SgCTION 40. In every such case 1n which a treasurer shall
not be elected or appointed in any townshipit shall be lawful for
the supervisors and overscers of the township respectively to
pay out as occasion may require, according to their several du-
ties, the moneys by them respectively rceeived or collected by
wirtue of their offices.
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Sectiox 41, If any collector who shall have taken ripow
himself the duties of his office, shall fail to perform such du-
ties, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding forty dollars, to be re-
cavered by the county or township; as the case may be as debts
of a like amourit are recoverable: Provided; That the suve-

_ties .of a collector shall notwithstdnding $uch proceedings,

against Him, remain liable according to the condition’ of their
bond. . . .
Scerron 42: No person shall be re-appointed a collector of
¢ounty or township ratés and levies, who s%)all* not Kate finally
settted and paid over the whole amount received by him on for-
mer, duplicates. . ) .
Secrion 48. The coudition of the bond to be given by the
several collectors as is_hercinbefore provided; shall be that
such collector, shall well and tridy colleet and pay over or ac-
eount for according to law, the whole amount of thetaxes char
ged and assessed m the duplicate delivered to such collector.
 Setrrox 44. Every warrant to a collector issued as is here-
inbefore provided, shall be effectmal fo authorize him to ¢ollcet
the sums charged in his duplicate during the period of three
years from the date of his warrant. ‘ .
SwerroX 45. Provided, That nothing herein contained
shall authorize the arrest or imprisonment for non payment of
dny tax of any female or infant, or person found by inquisitiont
to be of unsourdd mind. L
Secrion 4¢. The goods and chattles of gny person occu-
pying airy veal estate, shall be liable to distréss and sale, for the
non-payment of any taxes assessed upon such real estite, du-
ring his possession or occupancy and remaining unpaid in like
manuer, as if they were the goods and chattels of the owner of
such real cstate. ] . )

_Srerrox 47. Every collector shall withit six weeks front
the -date of his warrant, pay all such moneys as he may by
that time have received to the treasurer of the proper county-or
township, as the case may be, at a certain time and place to bef
mentioned in such warrant. )

Secrion 48. The commissioners of the proper county, and *
the supervisors and overscers of the poor of the proper town-
shipy as the case may be shall at all times make abatement or
exonerations for mistakes, indigent peysons, imseated lands, &e.
as to them shall appear jnst and reasonable, and the commis-
sioners shall direct their clerk to enter in a book or books, to
be kept for that purpose the names of all persons abated or ex-
onerated, together with the reason why, the amount and date,
when made, and give (o the collector a certificate directed to the
county treasurer, stating the nature of the tax, and the amount
exonerated, in order to make settiement accordingly, and the
same coursc shall be pursued by the supervisors and overseers
rx)f' the poor, with vespect 1o exonerations of township rates and
evies.
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Beeriox 49. Lvery collector shall within three months after
Feceiving the corrected duplicate, pay into the hands of the trea:
surer of the proper county oy towuship, as the case may be, the
whole ameunt of the taxes charged and dssessed in such dupl;-

cate, e\ceptm(r such syms as the COMmIMissoNCrs Or SUpervisors.

and oversecss, as the case may be, in their discretion, may ex-
onerate him from, on pain of being answerable for, and charged
with the whole bulance so remaining unpaid.

Srerion 50. It shall not be lawful for any collector to
institute a suit, for the recovery of any tax in any court of this
Statc, or before any aldepman or justice of the peace of this
State, and no such coyrt, alderman or justice, shall issue pro-
cess f'm such pyrpose.

Skcrion 51, It shall be lawful for any collector ‘with the
approbation of the treasurer of the proper. county or township,
as the case may be, to employ a suitable person to act for him
in the execution of his warrant, such collector and his sureties
being in all cascs responsible for the acts of such deputy.

DLCI‘ION 52. Bvery collector shall be eatitled to retain at
the final setﬂemcnt of his duplicate, the sum of five per cent, on

all mencys by 'him collected, which shali be allowed to him by -

the treasurer of the proper county or fosnship, as the case may
be, and shall be in full compensation for his scrvices as collec-
‘tor
WM. PATTERSON,
S[ku]wr of t7ze House of Representatives.
JACOB KERN,
Speaker of the Senate.
Aprrovep—The fifteenth day of Aprll cne thoysand ejght
ihgx'xdxen;\ and thlrtv~four.
GEO: WOLF.

No. 233.

AN ACY

For the rehcfof lelmm Bailey, laic paymaster of the thirty third regi-
mem of Pennsylvania militia.

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General
Assembly met and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the
same, That the Auditor General be, and he is hereby author-
ized and directed to draw his warrant on the State Treasurer,
in favor of William Bailey, late paymaster of the thirty-third

regiment of Pennsylvania militia, for the sum of one hundred .

a1y
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