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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 2.
AN ACT

To provide for the erection of a House for the Employment and Bupport
of the Pocr in the county of Westmoreland.

Sgomox 1 Be it enacted by the Senafe and House of
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsyleania in
General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the o
thority of the.seme, That Benjamin Myerly, Jehu Taylor,
Christopher Cribbs, Robert Hitchman, Benjamin Stewart,
Archibald Boyd, senior, Archibald B. Megrew, George R.
Haymaker, John Reed, Wm. Mel aughlin, senior, , James

- Moorhead, Wm. T. Baldridge, Henry McBride, Jacob Kiniz,

Yruties of

James Harrell, Jobn' McGowan, Joseph Lioyd, and Christian
Fox, be and ave hereby appointed commissioners, whose du-
iy it shall be, or 2 majority of them, on or before the first day
of January, Anno Domini eighteen hupdred and forty, to de-
termind upch and purchase snch real-estate as they shall deem
necessary for the accommodation of the poor of Weslmare-
Jand county 5 and it shall be laswful for said commissionere, or
a majority of them, 10 1ake conveyances thietefor, in the hame

_and for the use of ihe corporation mentioned in the third sec-

Direetors to
be elec_ud

tion of this uet, and they shall certify their proceedings there-
in, under their hands and zeals, o the clerk of the court of
quarter sessions of Westmoreland eounty, to be filed in his
office; 2ud, at the next general election, the gualified elec-

tors shall eleet three reputable citizens of the said county, lo

be directors of the poor and of the house of employment for

_the county of Westmoreland ; and the judges of the elcction

of s2id eounty ehall immediaely on receiving the returns
from the several election districts, and casting up the number
of votes therein, or within three days therealier, certify, un-
der \heir hands and seal, the names of the persans so elected
direciors, to the clerk of the court of quarter sessions of the
said county, who shall file the said certificate in his office, and
forthwith give nofice in writing to the said directors of their
being elogied. ~ And the said direciors shall meet a1 the court-
hapse i fhe said county; on the first Monday of November
pexs epsuing their election, and divide themselves by lot into
threw dlasses: the piace of the first to be vacated at the expi-

- ration of the firss year; of the gccond, at the expiration of

the second year; of the third, at the expiration- of the third
year; oo that those who shall be chosen after the first elec-
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tion, and in the mode above described, may serve for three -
years; and one-third may be chosen aanually thereafier.
Skeron 2 Every director elected in manner aforesaid, or
appointed as is directed by the cleventh section of this aet,
shall, within 1en days afier he is notified of such clection of (gh of direc-
appaoiniment, and before he enters upou the duties of the said tors
office, take an oath or affirmation, whicli any justice of the
~ peace of the said county is hereby authorized to administér;
that he will discharge the duties of the office of direator of
the poor for the said county traly, faithfully, and impartially,
to the best of his knowledge and ability; and in case of neg-
lect or refusal {o take the said oath or allirmation within the
time aforessid, he shall forfeit and pay the sam of ten dollars
for the use of the poor of said county, which fine shail be
recovered by the diréetors for the time being, as debis are or
shall be by law recoverable, :
Szcrion 3. The said directors shall, forever hereafler, in  Corpomts
name and in fact, be one body politic and eorporate in Jaw, 1o powers of
all intents and purposes whaisoever, relutive to the poor ufdlm“'f"
the county of Westinoreland, and shall have perpetuni suc-
cession, and may sue and be sued, plead and pe impleaded,
by the name, siyle and tle of the direciors of the poor and
of the house of employment for the connty of Westmercland ;
and by that name shall and may receive, take and hold any
lands, tenements, and heteditaments, not exceeding the yearly
value' of ten thousapd dollars, and any gonds and chatiels
whatsoever of (he gift, alienation or bequest of any person T eroct bulle
or persons whalsoaver ; to purchase, take and held any lands dings
and tenements within their county, in fee simple or otherwise,
and ereet auitable buildings for the reception, use and accom-
modation of the poor of said county; 1o provide all things
necessary for the lodging, maintepance and employment of
said poor; 10 appoint a treasurer annually, who shall give Treasarer
bond, with full and sufficient sarety, for ihe faithful disahargo
of the duties of his office, and, at the expirution thereof, for
the payment and delivery over to his successor in office of |
all meneys, bonds, notes, book aceounts, and other papers to
the said corporation belonging, which shall ihen be remaining
in his hands, custody, and possession; and ssid directors
shall have power 1o employ, and ai pleaspre remove, a stew-
ard or stewards, matron or matrons, physician or physicians,
surgeon or surgeons, and all other attendants that may be ne-
cessary for the said poor respeetively s 'to bind ont apprenti- Appreutioss
ces, Bo that such apprenticeship may expire, if males, at or
before the age of twenty-ons years, if females, at or before
the age of sighieen years, such poor childrea ag shall come
under their natice, or a8 may now be bound apprentioes by
the overseers of the poor: Provided, That no child shall b2

~
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fourid al"a greater distance thad thirty miles frofii the poos

Youse. And the said directors shall exercise aiid, enjoy all

" such other poirers now vested in the averseers of the poor 28
.ave riot harein granted or supplied ; and the #aid directors are

Beal of direc- hereby empowered to use one common seal int all business re-
tors  ©  lating (o 'the said corporation, and the same, at-their pleasure,
* e * 1

Betimats -of
axpenses

€0 ulter and renew. ) LT ,

. Seerios, 4 The said ditectors, ad 2oon 28 may ‘be after
their election and organization as aforesaid, shall make an
estimate of the probable expense of purchasing the lands and
Buildings, or erecting the necessary building or buildings, and

_furnishing the same, and maintaining the poor within the said
“ county for one year; whereupon the county commissioncrs

of the said county shall and they are hereby authorized and
required to increase the county tax by ane fourth part of the

.Tox and loan UM necessay lor the purpose afuresaid, and shall procure on

suthorized

loan.on the eredit of the taxes herein directed 10 be levied,

* the remaining three-fourths thereof, 1o be paid in instalments,

"with interest, out of the county taxes: Provided always,
¥ g 2 . - - *

That, if =uch loan cannot be made, the whole amonnt’of the

sum necessary for the purpose aforesaid, or such part’thereof

" @s may be be deemed proper, shall immedlia ely be added to

Annuat ex-

penses provi-
ded for

3

Accounts ‘oi_‘
direciars

the counly tax, lv be paid by ihe connty treasurer to. the di.
rectos aforesaid, on orders drawn in their favar by the county
commissioners, as the same wmay be feund necessary.

Seciion 5 ltshall be the duly of the said directors, onor
before he first day of November in each aud cvery year, to
furnish \he commissioners of said coumy with an estimate of
the probable expense of the poor and paor-hnuse.for one year;
and it shall be the duty of. said commissioners to assess, and
cause w be collected. the amoum of said estimale, which
shall be paid 1o sai] directors by the. couuty treasurer, on
warrants-drawn in their favor Dby-the tounty commissioners,
as the same may be found necessary ; and the zaid directors

. ghall, at least vuce in. every year, tender an.account.of all

Report of
npmber of
poar, &¢

meneys by them received anl expended, to the auditors ap-
pointed to audit and settle the coumy accounts, gubjeel to the
same penalties, rules and regulations as are by law directed
respecting the -accounts of the county commisgioners, and
shall, at least once in every year, luy before the court of quar-
ter ressions and grand jury of said county, a list of the num-
ber, ages and geX of e persons maimained and employed in
the said house ol employment, or. sup, orted: or assisied by
them elsewliere, and of the children by them bound out to
apprenticeslip a3 aforesaid, with the najnes of their. masters

- or mistrensen, and their trude, occupation, or calling, and shalt

at all times, when thereunto fequired, submit lo the -iaspec-
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tion and free examination of such visiters as shall, from ime y, vection of
to time, be appoinied by the conrt of quarter sessinis of the ygoks ]
said connty, all their bouks and necounts, together with the

rents, interesis and moneys payable and receivable by the said
corporation ; and also an account of all sales, purch ses, dona-.

tions, devises, and bequests, as shall have been made by or to

them : Provided, That no director shall sell or digpose of any

arlicle or ariicles to the -said poor house, daring the time he
shall-serve as director therenf, '

Secmion 6. As soon as the said buildings shall have been

erecied or purchased, and il necessary ncecommodations pro- Removalof
vided therein, nutices shall’be sent, signed by any two of the g?o::ﬂl;;:m
said directors, to the overseers of the several townships of the pq;
" maid _county of Westmoreland, requiting them forthwith to

bring the poor of ieir respective townships 10 said house of
employment, which order the overseers are hereby enjoined

and required to comply with, or otherwise 1o forfeit the costs

of ail fure mainienance, except in cases when, by sickness

or any other sufficient cause, any poor person cannot be re-

moved; in which case the said overseers shall present the

same lo the nearest justice of the peace, who, being satisfied

of the truth thereof, shall certify the same to the said direct.

ors, and at the same time issue an order, under his hand

and seal, to the said overseers, directing them to maintain

such poor until such time as he or she may be in a situation
_to be removed, and iher eonvey the said pauper and deiiver

him or her to the steward or keeper of the said hovse of em-

ployment, together with the said -order; and the charge and

expense of such temporary relief, anl of such removal, shall

be paid by the said directors at a reasonable allowance,

Skerion 7. ‘The said directors shall, from time to lime, ‘
receive, provide for, and employ, accordiug to the true intent Provision for
and meaning of this zct, alt such poer and indigent persansand employ-
as shall be entitled to relief, or shull have gatned a legal set. ment of pooy
tlement in said county of Westmoreland, and shall be sent
there by an order or warrant {or that purpoese, under the bands
and seals of any two justices of the peace, directed to any Orderofre
coiistable of the said county of Westmoreland, or to the over- ™
seers of the proper township in any other county of this com-
monwealth; and the said directors are hereby aathurized,
when they shall deem 1 proper and convenient o do se, to. Cut-door o>
permit any poor person or persons o be: maintained else- lief
where: Provided, ‘The expense of their mainicnance does
not in any case exceed that for which they could be main-,
tained at wie poor house of the said couniy of Westmore.
land. ,, R -

Secron 8. The snid directors, or any two of them, who
shall be 3 quorum in all cases to-do business, shall hava fu]} Rules
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power to make and ordain such ordinaaces, rules, and regv-
lations, se they shall think proper, convenient and necessary
for the direction, government and support of the peor and
house of employment aforesaid, and of the revenues thereun~
1o belonging, and of all such persons as shall come under
their eognizance: Provided, The same be not repugnant to
this law or any of the laws of this state or of the United
States: And provided also, Thal the same shall not have any
force or effectuntil they shall have been submitted 1o the court

- of common pleas for the time being, of the county of West-
moreland, and shall have received the approbation of the
same.

Direcbormsto  SECTION 9. The said directors, or 2 majority of them,
sdministar  ehall have full power and anthority to administer oaths ‘or af-
taths firmations to all persone residing in the said house of employ~

ment, or becoming chargeable o the said county, 'touching
Proof of sct- their place of legal scilement; and in case such poor person
thment, rele- or persons shall refuse to take the said cath or affirmation, or
tiva to, shall refuse to answer such questions as shall be asked by the
: said directors touching and relating te the said setilement, the
said directors may withhold all further relief {from such poor
person or persons, until he, she or they shall consent to take
such oath or affirmation, and answer all such questions &s
aforesaid ; and theiﬂaid bogrd of directors, or @ mujority of
them, in addition td the power herein before granted, are au-
« thorized and empowered 1o administer oaths and sfirmations
in all edses whatever relating to their official duties. )
Meetings and  BrcTion 10. - A quorum of ‘said directors shall’and they
dution of direc- are hereby enjuined and required to meet at the sait house of
tors - employment, at least once in every month, and visit the apari-
- ments, and see that the poor are comfortably supporied, and
hear all complaints, and redress, or cause to be redressed, all
grievances that may happen by the neglect or miseonduct of
any person or persous in their employment or other wise. .
dio.  SkCTION 11, The said directors shall each of them re-
eaive for their services annually, the sum of twenty doliars,
1o defray the expenses of their necestary attendance on the
~_ duties of their office.
Of vaoancios - SECTION 2. In case of any vacancy by death, resigna-
tion, or otherwise, of any of the said difectors, the remain-
ing directors shall fill such vacancy by the appointment of a
citizen of theit county, under the same penalty as is provided
by the third section of this zct, to serve until the next general
election, when another director shall be elecled to serve as if
no such vacancy had happened,
Sacrion 13, All elaims and demands existing at the time
of 1his act being carried into effect, shall have full foree and

Pey of
fore
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effect, as if this act had vot passed; and when the same m3Y. Clojims now
have beea duty adjusted and sewtled, ali moneys remaining in due, how set-
the hands of the overseers. as well as the ancollected taxes tled
fevied for the sappart of the poor in ihe severnl townships
in (he county of Westmoreland, shall be paid §ver to the.
supervisors of the highways of their respective 1ownships, to
be by them applied towards repairing the roads therein.

Seoriony 14, As soon as ine poor of the county of West-
moreland shall have been removed to the house of employ- ‘t‘ovem?h—-
ment of the said county, and the outstanding taxes collected 2:1“% ahalt
and paid over, the office of overseer of the poor within the
said county shall from thenceforth be aholished.

Seoton 15, 'The powers conferred and the duties impo- i
sed on the overseers of the poor, in and by an act to empow- Powers of |
er the ovesaeers and guardtans of the poor of the several :;frs;:ler’di‘;z
townships within this commonwealih, (o recover certain fines, qora
penalties, and forfeitures, and for other purposes, are hereby
eonferred aad imposed on the directors of the poor in the
e2id county of Wesunoreland; and that the juslices of the
peace and sherill within the gaid county are hereby required
and enjnined to pay to the said directors, 10 be by them ap-
plied to the maintenance of the poor of the connty, the afore-
gail fines, (orfeilures, and penallies, within the time and in
the manner prescribed by the said act for the payment thereof
in other counties 1o the overscers of the poor, and 10 give no- [Fines how
tice of the receipt thereof to the said directors, within the P2id
time and in the manaer aforesaid 3 and that, for any neglect °
or refusal 1o perform any of the duties enjoined on them by the
said act, the said justices of the peace and gheriff in the said.
eounty shall be subject to ali fines, penalties, and forfeit-
vres, 10 which the justices and sheriffy in ather counties by
the said act are suhject or liable.

Spcron 18, 'The commissioness of said county are here- -
by anthorized and einpowered to pay to the persons who #re pay of com-
appointed commissioners by the first section of this act, the inissioners
expenses incurred by-them in the perforthance of their duty, and divectors
and also to pay to each of the said direclors a reasonable com-
pensation for their services, during the term they are employ-
ed in erecting any building or buildings aforesaid s Provided,
the same shall not, incluling the annoal sum allowed them -
by this act, exceed fifty doflars far any one year. - _

Secrion 17. So much of the laws of this commonwealth
relating to the poor, as are by this act altered or supplied, be Lawssepeald”
aud the same are hereby repealed, so far as they affect the :
county of Westmoreland, — °

Sgorion, 18. 'That the sheriff of the said eounty shall, in Dugy of sheriff
due time, notify the said commissioners of their appointment, .
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end whed aiid where they shall meet for entering upon the -
duties. assigried them by this act, which place of meeting shall
be as near the centre of the county as possible,

Secrion 19, , For (he purpose of ascertaining the sense of

The sdoption (he citizens of Westmoreland connty 28 1o Yhe expediency of

of the law re-
ferred to a vois

of the people

. Yoan of
. $1,200,000
Authorized

~Interest

erecting a poor house, it shall be the duty of each of the in-
spectors fur the several townships and boroughs, at the next
general election, 1o receive tickets, either writen or printed,
from’ the qualified voters thereof, labelled on the outside
* Poot house,” and in the inside ** For-a poor house,” or’
“ Against a poor houses”” and if it shall appear, wpon cast-
ing up the votes of the different districts at- the court house, -
on the same day that dther returns are made ont, that 3 majo-
rity of those who voted'are for'a poar liouse, then the forego-+ -
ing act 1o take effect; but. if a majority of voles are found to
be’against a poor louse, the foregoing act be and the same s
hereby nll and void.

WM HOPKINS,

Speaker of the House of- Represenlatives. -
CHARLES 'B.'PENROSE,
Speaker of the Senale.

Arl’,ﬁqmn'—lThis tweniv-sixth day of. January, Anno Do- -
mini one thousand eight hundri:d and thiry.nine,
" DAVID R PORTER.

No. 3.
AN ACT

Aathorizing a Loan,

Section’').  Beit enacied by the Senate and . House of -
Representatives r}f the -Commonwenlth of Pennsylvenia in
G enéral Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the au-:
thority of the samey That the governor be authorized to ne- .
gociate a loan by 1he issue of negotiable certificaies of stock; .,
for ke sum of one million two hundred thousand doliars, .at.a.
rate "of interest not exceeding five' per cent. per annum, paya- -
ble half yearly, and the faith of -the commonwealth is hereby ...,
pledged for the re-imbursement of the snid loan, at aay. time .
after th€’ expiration of twenty years from. the first day of July~
next] and the interest a¢cruing upon the stock created by said .,
loan shall be paid either at the sisle treasury, the Bank of

[
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