OF THE SESSION OF 1838-9.

pany to the amount of the balance unpaid on the stock held by
him or them respectively.
WM. HOPKINS,
Speaker of the House of Representutives.
| S.M.BARCLAY,
. Speaker of the Senate, pro tempore.
Arprovep—The twenty-sixth day of Februaty, one thoue
sand eight hundred and Vhirty-nine. T
’ DAVID R PORTER.

No. 14.
AN ACT.

31 -

To incorporate the Royer's Ford Bridge compatiy over the river Schuyl.

kill, at said ford,

1 '
’

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representutives of the Commonaeealth of Pennsylvania in
General Assembly wet, and it is hereby enacled by the
antliority of the same, -That for the purpose of erccting a
bridgé over the river Schuylkill, at or near Royer’s ford,
Francis Hobson, John Dismant, Samuel Custer, Frederick
Bergstresser, Henry Garber, Jolin Longaker, James Miller,
John Patterson, of Montgomery ‘couitty, Frederick Heckel,
Michael Towers, John Kalb, Frederick Yost, James Rogers,
of Chester county, are hereby appointed commissioners, to
do and perform the several duties hereinalter mentioned :
that is to say, they ehall on or before the first Monday of
July next, procure a book or books, and enter therein as
follows: < We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do
promise to pay to the presidenl, managers and company, to
erect a bridge over the river Schuylkill, at Royer’s ford, for

Com’ners

To procure

books

the use of the said company, the sum of tifty dollars for ecach Form or:ub- :
share of stock set opposite our names respectively, in such scription

manner and proportions, and at such times ‘and places as
shall be determined by the president and ranagers, In porsu-
ance of an act of general assembly of this commonwealth,
entitled an act awthorizing the governor to incorporate a com-
pany to build a bridge over the river Schuylkill, at Royer's
ford., Witness our hands this of ..

.
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one thousand eight hundred and thirty- »'" and shall there-
upon give noticé in iwoe newspapers in éach of the aforeaud
counties, for one calendar month at lgast, of the time and pla-
ces when and where such book or books shall be opened 1o
receive subscriptions for the stéck of said coinpany, at which
time and_places some on€ or more of the said commissionera
shall auend, ad shall kéep open sald ‘book er books, at Jezet
gix hours in every day, for three Jurldlclal days, i :mI many _
Who may shall be necessary, and allow’ any one of the age of {wehiy-
subscribe ~ one Yeats lo subscribe therein, in his own name or names of
) any other person or persons by whom he shall' be authorized
to do so, for any number of ahares in #aid stock, until one
hundred and ninety s shares shall be subscribed, when the
Noof shares po0ks shall bé closed. But if the whole number ¢f shares
should not be subseribed, the said commissioners may adjourn
to such time and places as they ghall think necessary, and
give such further notice as they shall think proper. And
when the subscription shall' ‘amount to one hundred and
. nifiety shares s afpresaid, the book shall be closed: Pro-
Proviso vided always, Thaf every person offering to subseribe in said
book or boaks, in his own name or in the name of any .other
person; shall, at the time of sebgeribingy pay. 1o the- attending
commissioner or commissiohers,. five'dollars on every share
so. subscribed, out of which money shall be defrayed the
expenses altendmg ‘the laklng of- such® subscnpmm and other
incidenial charges. * And ‘the” ramamder shall be' paidover 1o
the*freasurer-of the corporauon, a8 goon as the same:shgll be-
organized, and the officers thieréof -chosén, is hereindffer
dlrebted . ‘
' 8gérion 2. ‘When ﬁfty shares of the said stdek -shall have
been subdcribed; the aid conimissioheérs, of .4 mgjority of tieni
shall certify inder théir hands aiid's¢als the names of the sub-
seribers, and the number of sharés subscribed by’ edch'to’ itie
governor,’ tand- thereupon ‘it shall’ and may be Idwlalfor ‘the
“'Blpﬂ'-ﬁnt governol. by lettéts patenit ‘uinder {Lia hiand nd ‘Geal” of ihe
_"state, to-create and erect tlie subdéribers=-and if 'the $aid siib-
“scription' bé" not “full at the 1ime thenalso thiose Wwho shall
subsgcribe 10’ the number afdresaid-into"one Body polmc and
N dcorpornte intdeéd and in ‘law, by" the iane, stylé and titte of ™
ayle < The presidént, widriagers’ andi conipbuy of 1€ Royds's ford
N Bridge;’"and by the said rame the Subéefibérs shall have 'perpe-'
“utall successiony7and shall be- eapable of * hiclding théir edpifal”
stoeli yand'thé increase and‘proﬁls ‘theredf, and ol enlarging He”
same-fromtime to time'by new subscnpuuns, in’ suigh’ manner
Privileges  and formras:they shall think’ ptoper, Hif: giich’ enlargement‘ be
thought necéssary: - fulfil! ttie- ’mlem afd: méanmg of his'wei, -
and: rﬁpui’chasmg atd holdirig: to lheml‘and‘lhelr sucbés%ors'
and assigns, and ofselling, transferring and! cotiviying in fee
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simple or any less estaie, all such lands, tenements, heredita-
ments and estates real and personal as shall be necessary to

ihiem in the prosecutiou of their work, and of suing and being

sued, and doing all and every thing which a body polilic or
corporate may lawfully do : Provided that in erecting a bridge provige
st or mear Royer's ford, the said ford shall be kept open for
crossing, or some other place be provided till said bridge be
completed. And be it further provided, ThatSamuel Custer 2nd Provise
have privilege to open from the road, at or near said bridge,

a road to the river to get to the island, but for no other pur-

pose 2s a ferry or crossing place, b

Sgcrron 3. The first five persons named in the letters Election of
patent, as soon a8 conveniently can be, after the secretary of offivets
the same shall give notice in two or more of the public papers
in the counties of Mentgomery and Chéster, of a lime and
place by them appointed, not less than thirty days from the
time of issuing the first nouice, at which time and place
the "subscribers shall proceed to organize the said corpora-
uon, and shall by a majority of votes of said subscribers pre-
sent, by a ballot to be delivered in person-or by proxy, duly
authorized,  one president, six managers, one treasurer, who
shall serve until other officers shall be lawfully chosen, as
hereinafier directed ; and may malke such fules, orders, regu-
lations and by-laws, net inconsistent with the laws of this .
commonwealth, as shall be found necessary for the well-
ordering of the said company, and generally to have all the
powers, unthorities and ,privileges necessary for erecting,
maintaining and keeping in repair-the said bridge.

Sseron 4. " A public meeting of the stockholders shail be
held annually, at such time and places as shali be fixed by
the fules and by-laws of the said.company, for the purpese
of chosing officera for the ensuing year, and the iransaction of
such business gs shall come before them : Provided, 'That
uo person shall have more than ign voies'as any election, or
in determining- any guestion arising ai any meeiing whatso-
ever number of shares he may be entitled 10, and that every Ratio of
person shall be entiiled to one vote for every share under four 0 of votes
shares, and one vote for every two shares under ien shares
aad over four,'and one vote lor every five shares over ten, to
ten veles and no more, -

Sgcrion 5. The president and managers shall pracure
certificates of stock in the said company, whieh shall be Qernigeatss of
signed by the president and countersigned by the treasarer, stock to isss
aud sealed with the seal of the corporation, and each stock-on cortain
halder shall be entitled to a cerlificate for each share by him conditions
subscribed or held, by paying to the websorer in part for -
the sum due thereon, five dollars. on each share, which
certificate shall be transferable either by tho owner in
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ey be trans- person, or by his attorney duly authorized in the presence of
fred the president or of the- treasurer for the lime being, sub-
ject however 1o the payment due or growing due thereon,
and the person to whom the transfer shall be made shallstand
in;the place ol the former holder, and be entilled to the same "
privileges, and liable to (he same respensibilities to the com-
pany. . .
Sgerton 8. "The said president and managers shall meet
. at such time and place, and be convened in such manner as
sident and . . f .
managers, and 5hall be prescribed by the by-laws, at which meeting a major-
their power ity shall be a quorum, who in the absence of the president
und authority may choose & chairman, and shall keep minutes of all their,
proceedings and transaetions, troly inserted in a book, and at
any such meeting a quorum being present, they shall have
Salaries and fUll power and outhority to agree with and appoint such engi-
wages of Reers, superintendents, artists and other officers as they shall
atists, & think necessary for the erection of said bridge, aud o x their
salaries and wages, or at their discretion make contracts for
the erection or censtraction of the same or any pari thereof,
they shall uiso determine the fimes, manner, and proportion
in which'the steekholders shull pay the money due on their
respective shares, draw orders ou the treasurer for the money
Ocdars to be necessary to pay salaries, wages and bills for work or mate-
drown on the b i “0, b
: rials, or on aceount of contracts, which orders shall be signed
by the president, or in his absence, by a majotity of the que-
rum, and'countersigned by the clerk, and also 1o do all mat-
-ters and things as by this,  or the by-laws of the said coms
pany shall be committed to then, o
Secron 7. I any stockholder, after thirty days notice
Penalty for given in Lwo newspapers in each of said counties of the time
Beglect to pay and place appointed for the paysvent of any instalment of caid
capital stock, shall neglect to,pay such instalment at the 1ime
appointed, every such swekbelder, or his sssignee, shall in
addition to the. proportion so cailed for, pay at the rate of-one
per cent. per month for every delay of soch payment s and if
the same, and the said additional payment shall temain un.
paid for such o space of lime, that the acenmulated penaliies
shall be equal to the sum before paid on acéouni of such
share, the same shali be forfeited to the company, and may
-be sold by them to any other person or persens willing 1o ~
. purchase” for snel price as can be obtained therefor, or the
president and managers may sue for and recover the sams
before any justice of the peace, or before any court of compe-
tent jurisdiction,” )
Skerion B. Whenever it shall appear to the said presi-
dent, managers and company, a4 any general or special meet-
ing, that the said bridge cannot be completed without extend-

Daties of pre-
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. i
ing the nuinber of shares, they shall be extended under the Power to ex.
direction of such meeting so far as may be necessary 10 yend the num.
complete said bridge, which additional shares shall be sold bY ber of shares
the president and managers, and shall entitle the holder 1o the
same rights and privileges as ihose originally eubscribed.

Secrion 9. When a safe passage may be had across said When gales
bridge, the property shall be vested in the said eompany, may be erec
their suecessors and their assigns’ for ever, and the said com- ted and toll
pany and assigns are .hereby empowered to erect gates, and received
to demand and receive toll, not éxceeding the following rates,
to wit: For every score of sheep, six cents; for every «
score of hogs, tencents ; for every store of cattle, twenty-five
cents, and su for a greater or less number ; for every horse or
mule, three cents; for €very horse and rider, four cents;
for every fout passenger, one cent; for every sulky, chair or
chaise, wilh "one horse and two wheels, ten eents ; for cha-
tiot, coach; platon or chuise, with two horses and lour
wheels, fificen cents; for the aforésnid carriages, with four
horses, tweaty ceats; and évery ather carriage of pleasure,
under whatever name, the like swm, according to the number
of horses drawing the same; for every wagon for burden
and agriculiural ‘use for one horse, five cents ; for every wa- -
gon drawn by two horses, ten cents ; for every sueh wagon
drawn by four horses, twenly cents ; for every sletgh, five
cents for every horse drawing the same; for every sled, five
cenis for each horse drawing the same ; for every wagon ot
cart, five cents for each horse drawing the same; and two
oxen shall be estimated equal to one harse : Provided, ‘That Proviso
the said bridge shall be ‘so' consiructed as to admit any load
not exceeding four tons, and not drawn by more than six
horses or'oxen, at all times to eross it, the said president and
managers however to have the power to increase the rate of
toll to be demanded for any carriage of burden crossing said
bridge, laden with more than four” tons, to an amount not ex-
ceeding treble the above rates snd grade, the rate of horses _ ) .
drawing the same: fnd provided also, No 1ol shall be de- 2nd proviss
manded from any person attemding funerals, divine worship,
schools, or gaing to or retixrhingj fram any militia trainings,
and persons going to and from elections, . :

Bucrion 10. " IT the said company, or their successors, or Penalty for
any pemson or persons by their authority. shall eollect or 1eglect of
demand any.greater toll for passing over said bridge than "
what i3 herein preseribed and specified, or shall neglect to
keep the same in good repair, or to keep a list of the rates of
toll placed near the bridge on ten days notice_given by a jus-
tice of the peace of the said counties, they ‘so offending shall
for every offence, forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars to Forfiture
be recoverable as debls of the same amounts are by law re-
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coverable, one moiety thercof to the use of the poﬁr of the

How recove-county whete recovered, and the other moiety to the use of

wable..

_ the person who shall sue for the same, bot no suit shall be
bronght unless commenced within thirly days afier the offence
-shall have been commitied,

To keop true  ScTioN 11, The said president.and managers shall keep

agcounty

Dividend

Proviso

2 jist and troe account of all the moneys received as toil for
crossing the said brtdge or othermse, and shall make and
declare a dividend of the profits and income, after deducting
costs, expenses and charges, and shall, on the first Monday
of January in every year, pub]ish the dividend 16 be made of
the clear profits thereol amongst the stockholders, and of the
time and place when.and where the same is tp _be paid, and
shall cause it to be paid actordingly : Provided, That itshall
be lawful for the said presnlent and managers, in mal\mg and
declaring any dividend to reserve such.sum or proportion of
the clear yearly income, not exceeding two per cent. of the

Contingent capital stock us they may. think proper to form a contingent
fund, invest- fund for the purpose of repairing and rebuilding the said

ment of

bridge in case of a decay or injury, and the same 1o invest on
such .security or in such stock as they shall deem safe and
productive, and the interest arising from ihe same agam 10
invest, and the samc stock to sell or transfer at duy time
when the funds may be required for the purpose aforesaid.

Tollcollectors  SeoTIuN 12, It shall be lawfel for the president and man-

and watch-

agers aforesaid, to cause the toll collector or enllectors, and

man 1o be  waichman. or men of said bmlo'e, to take and subscribe an

ESrorfl

oath or affirmation before a justice of ‘the peace of said coun- -
ties, that he or they will faithiully corduet him' or themselves
in his or their respectjve stations, and honestly aceount to the
ireasurer of the company for ail the money collected by him
or them, and diligently attend-to the discharge of his or their
duty, by watehing with vigilance' over the interest of the

- company -and safety of the ‘bridge, and generally to exe-
cute’ with.care and fidelity v-halever lawful engageinenis he
or they may enter into with the president and managers of

+ said company. £

Penalty for  SEctiox 13. If any person or petsons shall wilfully pull

njuring

own, break, injure, or destroy any part or paris of said

bridge; &c bridge, or any toll house, gates, bars, or any other property

of the gaid corporation, appertammrr to or erected for the use
and cunvcn,em_e of maid bridze, or of the person employed
fur the pmposu of alteuding to the same, or shall wilfully,
without the eonsent or order of the said corporation, deface

Pefacing and or destroy any list of the rates of toll affixed in any place or
impeding pas- places for the information of passengers and others, or who

sage

shall wilfully or ma.hcmus!y obstruct or impede the passage
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on or over said bridge or any part or paris thereof, he, she,
or they so offending, shall each of them forfeit and pay for g pcrro
each and every such offence to the said corporation, the sum
of ten dollars, 1o be recovered befure a jusiice of the peace
as debls of a like .amount are recoverable, and if any person g = =
shali be guilty of carrying any lighted segar or, pipe, or of Ly
-garrying fire in any manner whatsoever over said bridge, -
c€xeept in = lantern, or in some vessel secured, so that the Canying fire
probability of selting fire to said bridge shall be fully pre- over bridge
_venled, or who shall discharge any pisto] or gun or any fire prohibited
arms on or near thé said bridge, so that the said bridge might
by possibility be set on fire or injured by said cavse, he or she
80 6 fending shall forfeit and pay to the said eorporation the sum Forfeituro
of five dollars forevery such offence, to be recovered as afore-
said; but no suit shall be brought for any of the aforesaid
offences, unless commenced within thirty days safter it shall
be known who commitied said offence, and he or they so
offending, shall remain liable to actions at the suit*of said
corporatjon for such wrongs, if the sums herein mentioned be
not sufficient to repair and satisfy said damages.
Section 14, I the said company shall not proceed 10 Time forcom-
carry on thie sald work within three years afler they shall mencing and
have been incorporated, or shall not within the space of four completing
years thereafter complete the said bridge, it shall and may be the work
"Jawlul for the legislature of this commonweulth to resume all
and singular, the rights, liberties and privileges hereby grant-
_ed 10 the gaid company : Provided also, That the president
and managers shall annually, in the month of January publish
in 0ne or more newspapers, printed in each of the aforesaid
couhties, a fall account of the coss of building and repairing
said bridge and.the amount of t0il received. :
Secrion 15, If at any time hereafter the counties of Howthe -
"Montgomery and Chester, or either of them, the state of bridge may be
Peiinsylvania, or any:incorporated town in the stite shall made free
think proper to purchase the said bridge for the purpose of
making it a free bridge, Lhe said company shall be obliged to
“sell the said bridge for such sum as a majority of twelve dis-
interested men appointed by the court of common pleas in
either of the above mentioned counties may adjudge the same
to be worth. '
WM. HOPKINS, .
Speaker of the Houseof Representalives.
8. M. BARCLAY,
Speaker of the Senate, pro lem.
ArprovED—The twenty-seventh day of February, Anno

Domini, one thousand eight hundred and shirty-nine.
: ' "DAVID R, PORTER.



	00000031
	00000032
	00000033
	00000034
	00000035
	00000036
	00000037

