OF THE SESSION OF 1838-9, 111

No. /7.
AN ACT

To provide for tho crection of a House for the employment and support of
-the Poor in the county of Columbia.

Secrion L. -Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the Commomwealth of FPennsylvania, in

General Assembly met, end it is hereby enacted by the au-

thority of ‘the suime, 'That George Kelchner, John Yager, Commission-
Murtin Billmyer, Juhn Laney, Samuel Oakes, Thomas More- ¢1s suthorized
head, Jarob Swisher, Peter Yohe, George Kaufman, Joseph te "’eﬁt a
Maus, Daniel Snyder, Sumuel Yorks, Michael 'Fornwaldt, poor house
Isaae Welsh, and John Rhoads be, and are hereby appointed
commissioners, whose duty it shall be, or a mejority of them,

on or before the first day of May, Anne Domini, eighteen

hundred and thirty-nine, 1o determine upon and purchase such 7, purchase
real estule as they shall deem necessary for the accommoda- reat estate
tion of the poor of Columbia county; and it shall be lawful

for said commissioners, or a majority of them, to take con- Proceedings
veyances therefor in the name and for the use of the corpora- to be certified
tion mentioned in the third section of this act, and they shal] b the court
certify their procesdings therein, under their hands and seals,

to the clerkk of the court of quarter'svssions of Columbia coun-

ty, to be filed in lis office. And at the next general election Bleetion of
the qualified electors shall elect three reputable citizens of the directors
said county, to be directors of the poor aud of the housa of
employment for the county of Columbia; and the judges of
the election of suid county shall, immediately on receiving
the returns {rom the several election districts, and casting up
the number of votes therein, or within three days thereufter,
certify under their hands and seal the names of the persons
so elected directors 1o the clerk of the courl of quarter ses-
sions of the said county, who shall file the said eertifieate in
his office, and forthwith give notice in writing to the said di-
rectors of their being elected; and the said directors shall
meet at the court house, in the said county, on the first
Monday of Noevember noxt epsuing their election, and divide
themselves, by lo, into three classes; the place of the first
to be vacated at the expiration of the first year; of the second,
at the expiration of the second year; of the third, at the ex-
piration of the third year, so that those who shall be chosen
after the first election, and in the mode above described, may
serve for thee years, and one-third may be chosen annually.

Their meeting
and classifi-
cation
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Section 2. Every dlrector elected in manner aforesaid,
or appointed, as is direcled by the eleventh section of this
act, shall, within ten days after he iz notified of such election
or appointment, and before he enters upon the duties of the
said oflice, take an oath or affirmation, which any justice of
the peace of the siid county, is hereby authorized to ad-
minister, that he will discharge the duties of the office of
director of. the poor, for the said county, truly, faithfully, and
.impartially, to the best of his knowledge and ability ; and in

Penelty on  case of neglect or refusal 10 take the said oath or affirma-
neglect o7 Te- tion, within the time uaforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay the
fusal to take gyip of ten dollars, for the use of the poor of said county, which
vath of office e shall be recovered by the directors, for the time being, as
u debis are, ‘or shall be by law recoverable; and the directars,
OW IecoveY- - . . . .
od and appro- qualified as afol:esal'd, are hereby amho'nzed 10 administer an
priated cath or affirmation in any case, when it shall be necessary,
in relation 1o tae duties of their office. '
Invorporation  SeortoN 3. The said directors, shall forever hereafter, in
name and in fact, be one body politic and corporate in law,
to all intenls and purposes, whatsoever, relative o the poor of
the county of Columbia, and shall have perpetual suecession,
., and may sue, and be sued, plead, and be impleaded, by the
Btyle and title name, style, and title of the direetors of the poor, and of the
house of employment, for the county of Columbia, and by
that naine shall and may receive, take, and hold any lands,
Privileges  1enements, and hereditaments, not exceeding the yearly value
of ten thousand dollars, and any goods and chatiels, whatso-
ever, of the gifl, alienation, or bequest of any person or per-
sons, whatsoever; to purchase, take, and held any lands and
tenements within thelr county, in fee simple, or otherwise,
and erect suitable buildings for the reception, use, and accom-
modaiion of the poor of said county; to provide all things
necessury for the lodging, maintenance, and employmens of
1o 52id poor; to appoint a treasurer, annually, who shall give
bond, with full and sufficient surety, for the faithful discharge
of the duties of his office, and at the expiration hereof, for
the payment and delivery over 1o his successor in offics, of
all moneys, bonds, notes, book arcounts, and other papers,
to the said corporation belonging, which shall then be remain-
ing in his hands, custody, and possession; and suisl directors
Power of di- shail have power (o employ, and at pleasure remove a steward,
rectora or stewards, matron, or matrons, physician, or physictans,
surgeon, or curgeons, and al other attendants that may be
necessary for the s2id poor, respectively ; to bind out appren-
tices, £0 thut such apprenticeship may expire, if males, at or
before the age of twenty-one years, if females, at or before
Term of wer- the age of eighteen years, such poor children zs shall come
vico under their notice, or as may now be bound apprentices by

Tyeasurer
give bond

To bind out
apprentices
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the overseers of the poar.  Provided, That no child shall be Proviso
bound at a greater distance than thirty miles from the poor

house. And the said directors shall exercise and enjoy all

such other powers, now vested in the overseers of the POOT, Invested with
as are not herein granted or supplied; and the said directors powers of
are hereby empowered to use one common seal, in all busi- overseers
ness 1elating to the said corporation, and the same, al their

pleasure, to aller and renew, v

SecrioNn 4. The said directors, as soon as may be )
after their election and organization, as aforesaid, shall To estimate
mzke an estimate of the probable expense of purshasing c¥pense
the lands and buildings, or erecting the necessary building or
buildings. and furnishing the same, and maintaining the poor Commission-
within the said county for one year; whersupon, the county g 1o inereare
commissianers of the szid connty shall, and they are hereby connty tax—
authorized and required (o increase the county lax, by one- procure loan
fourth part of the sum necessary, for 1he purpose aforesaid,
and shall procure, on loan, on the credit of the taxes herein
directed 1o be levied, the remaining three-fourths (hereof to
be paid in instalments, with interest out of the county taxes: i
Provided always, That il such loan cannot be made, thef;‘;}v‘:;’n:o‘
whole amount of the sum necessary, for the purpose b‘: made
aforesaid, or such part thereof, as may be deemed proper,
shall immediately be added 10 the connty tax, to be paid by
the county treasurer to the directors aforesaid, on orders
drawn in their lavor by the county commissioners, as the
rsanie may be found necessary.

Sgorion 5. It shall be the duty of the said directors, on Directors to
or before the first day of November, in each and every year,fﬂ}"“Fh com-
to furnish the commissioners of said county with an estimate "‘i‘:‘fl‘ﬁe‘:;ﬂ
of the probable expense of the poor and poor-hnuse for one ;ﬁmm
year ; aad it shall be the duty of said commissioners 1o assess,
and cause to be collected, the amount of said estimate, which
shall be paid to said direcloys by the county treasurek, on
warranis drawn in their favor by the county commissioners,
as the same may be found recessary ; and the said directors
shall, at least once in every year, render an account of all
moneys by them received and expended, to the auditors appoint- To settle with
ed\to auditand setile the county acconnts, subject to the same auditors
penalties, rules, and regulations, as ave by law directed, respect-
ing ihe accounts of the county commissioners; and shall, at
least once in every year, lay before the court of quarter sessions
and grand jury of said county, a list of the number, ages and sex py sybmit
of the persons maintained and employed in the said house of em- list, &e. of
ployment, ar supported or assisted by them elseswhere, and of paupers to
the children by them bound out to apprenticeship, as aforesaid, court, &e.
with the names of their masters or mistresses, and their trade,
oceupation, or calling; and shall at all times, when thereunto

H
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Tobe subject required, submit to the inspection and free examination of
to inspection Such visiiers, as ghall from time to time be #ppoinied by the
of visiters, &c court of quarter sessions of the sald county, all their books
and sceounts, together with the rents, interests, and moneys
payable and receivable by the sail corporation, and also an
account of all sales, purchases, donatiens, devises, and he-
quesis, as shall have been made by or to them.
Amangem™is © Sperioxy G, As soon as the suid buildings shall kave been
for vemoval of g 1o 0104] o purchased, and all necessary accommodations pro-
g:ﬁf:iiﬁ:n vided therein, notices shall be sent, signed by any two of the
erected, &¢, Said directors, to the overseers of ihe several townships of the
said county of Columbia, requiring them forthwith to bring the
poor of their respective townships wsaid house of employment,
which order the overseers are hereby enjoined and required
to comply with, or otherwise io forfeit the costs of all future
maintenance, except in cases, when by sickaess, or any other
sufticient cause, any poor person cannot be removed, in which
case, the said overseers, shall represent the same to the near-
est justice of the peace, who, being satisfied of the truth
thereof, shall certify the same to the said directors, and at
the same time issue un order, under hig hand and seal, to the
said overseers, directing them to maintain sueh poor, until
such lime as he or she may be in asitnation to be removed,
and ihen convey the said pauper, and deliver him or her to

Expensein 1,0 o0 ward or keeper of the said house of employment,
certain cases . P poy
how paid  together with the said order, and the charge and expense of

such temporary relief, and of such remeval, shail be paid by
the said directors at a reasonable ullowance.
Who are en-  SECTION 7. ‘The said directors shall, from time 1o time,
titled to, and receive, provide for, and employ, according to the true intent
wods of ob- and mezning of this aet, all buch poor and indigent persons
tudning relief a4 chyl] be entitled 1o relief, or shall have gained a legal seutle-
ment in suld county of Columbia, and shell be sent thers by an
order or warrant for that purpose, under the hands and seals
of any two jusiices of the peace, directed lo any constable:
of the said county of Columbia, or to the overseers of the
proper township, i any other county of this commonwealth §
and ihe said directors zre hereby authorized, when they shall
deem it proper and convenient io dv s0, kv permit any poor
Proviso person or persons to be maintained elsewhere: Provided,
The expense of their maintenance does not in any case
exeeed that for which they could be maintained at the poor-
hounse of the said county of Columbia.

) Section 8. The said directors, or any two of them, who
Duties mfldd' shall be a quorum in all ceses to do business, shall have full
f;?;}:w " power to make and ordain such ordinances, rules, and regu-
Rules and re-lations, as they shall tidnk proper, couvenient and necessary
gulations  fur the direction, government, and support of the poor and

Out-doer pau-
pers
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honse of employment, aforesaid, and of the™revenues there-

unto belanging, and of all such persens as shall come under’ |

their cognizance: Frovided, 'Fhe same be not repugnan: to Proviso
this law or any of the laws of this siate, or of ilie United .
States: Jnd provided also, ‘That the same shall not haye 20d provise
any force or effeet until they shall have been submitted to Rules to bs
the court of common pleas, for the time being, of the county gmitsed to
of Columbia, and shall have received the approbation of the to the court
same, '

Sueriox 9. The said directors, or 2 majority of them, shall To sdminister
have full power and authority to administer oaths or affir- caths, &e. to
matiors to all persons residing in the said house of employ- paupers
ment, or becoming chargeable to the said county, touching
their place of legal settlement, and in case such poor person
or persons shall refuse to take the said cath or aflirmation, or ‘
hall refuse to answe: such guestions as shall be asked by the On refueal to
said dircclors, touching and relating to the said sewlement, brorer ’:}::f
the said directors may withhold all further relief from such hei &o.
poor person or persons, until he, she, or they shall consent
to take such oath or aliirmation, and answer all such questions,
ag aforesaid ; and the said board of directors, or a1 majority of
them, in addition to the power hereinbeflore granted, are
authorized and empowered to administer vaths and affirma-
tions in all cases, whatever, relating to their official duties.

Secrron 10. A quorum of said directors shall, and they Monthly
are hereby enjoined and required to meet at the said house of eHAE °f:sm
‘employment, at lzast once in every month, and visit the aparl- tnspection,
ments, and see that the puor are comfertably supparted, and
hear all complaints, and redress, or ezuse o be redreased, all
grievances that may happen by the neglect or miseonduct of
any person or persons, in their ewployment, or otherwise,

Seetion 11, The said directors shall, each of them, re-
ceive for their services, annually, the sum of twenty dollars, Compensati'n
to defray ihe expenses of their necessary auendance, on the
duties of their office,

Secrion 12, In case of any vacancy by death, resigna- Vacancies in
tion, or otherwise, of any of the said directors, the remaining board, how
directors shall 6l sueh vacaney, by the appointment of asuPPL‘ed_
cilizen of their eounty, under ihe same penalty, as is pro-
vided by the third secuon of thig act, to serve until the
next general election, when another director ghall be elected
to serve, as if no snch vacancy had happened,

Sceron 13, Allelaims and demands existing at the time Belative to
of this act heing carried into offect, shall have full force ang the settlement
effect, as if 1his get had not passed; and when the same may 3:;3"32:;%:}
have been duly adjusted and seutled, all moneys remaining in of uncollected
the hands of the overseers, as well as the uncollected taxesiax
levied for the support of the poor, in the several townships

.
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of the county of Columbis, shall be paid over to the supervi-
sors of the highways of their respeetive townships, to be by
them applied towards repairing the roads therein.

Officoofover-  SEcT10N 14, Ag so0n as the poor of the county of Colum-

seer sbollish'd bia shall have been removed to the house of employment of
the said county, and the outstanding taxes collected and paid
over, the office of overseer of the poor, within the said county,
shall from thenceforth be abolished,

Sgeriox 15, The powers conferred, and the duties im-
posed on the overseers of the poor, in and by an act to

Transfer of empower the overseers and guardians of the poor, of the

certain duties several townships within this comimonwealth, to recover cer-

to sUPEIVisOrs ain fines, penalties, and forfeitures, and for other purposes,

of highways ;. hereby conferred and imposed on ihe directors of the
poor, in the said county of Cojumbia, and that the justices of
the peace and sheriff, within the said county, are hereby re-
guired and enjoined to pay to the said directors, to be by
them applied for the mairtenance of the poor of said county,
the aforesaid fines, forfeitures, and penalties, within the time,
and in the manuer preseribed by the said act, for the payment
thereof, in other counties, 10 the overseer of the poor, and to
give notice of the receipt thereof to the said directors, within
the time, and in the manuer aforesaid, and that for any neglect
or refusal to perform any of the duties enjoined on them by
the said act, the said jusiices of the peace and sheriff, in the said
county, shall be subject to all fines, penalties, and forfeitures
to which the fustices and sherifls in other counties, by the
said aet, are subject or liabie.

SecTioN 16. The commissioners of the said county, are here-
by authorized and empowered o pay to the persons who are
appointed commissioners, by the first section of this act, the

g?s‘;?ge;m:: expenses incurred by them in the peformance of their duty ;

defray expen- 304, also, 10 pay to each of the said directors a reasonable

ses of viewers Compensation for their services during the term they are em-

end compen- ployed in erecting any building or buildings aforesaid: Pro.

sate directors pided, The same shall not, including the annual sum allowed
to them by this act, exceed fifty dollars for any one year.

Renealin SEcTION 17. 80 much of the laws of this common wealth
d:ﬂg & relaling 1o the. poor, 15 are by this act aliered or supplied, be

and the same is hereby repealed, so faras they effect the connty
of Columbia,

SecrioN 18. That the sheriff of the said county shall in
Sheriff to 0o (up 1ime uotify the said commissioners of their appointment,
tify Wm“f“" and when and where they shall meet for entering upon 1he
ﬁl:r:p;‘m duties assigned them by this act, which place of meeting shall
ment, &c. b€ a8 near the centre of the county as'possible,
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" Sgcrion 19. For the papose of ascertaining the sense of .
the citizens of Columbia county, as to the expediency ofc’“’f;",,“ 1
erecting a poor house, it shall be the duty of each of the,‘;:"- °r,,:n
inspectors for the several townships and boroughs, at the next poor house at
ganeral election, to receive tickets, either written or printed, the next elec-,
from the qualified voters thereof, labelled on the autside “‘poor- tien )
house,” and in the inside “for a poor-heuse,” or “‘against a
poor-house ™ and if it shall appear upon casting up the
votgs of the different districts at the couri-house, on the same
day that the returns are made out, that a majority of those who
voled ate for a poor-house, then the foregoing act to take
effect; but if a majority of the voles are found to be against
a poor-heuse, the foregoing act be, aud the same is hereby
null and void. . :
Secrion 20, The sheriff of Columbia county shall cavse o o
this act to be published in all the newspapers printed in the pyeothis act
said county, at least four weeks previous to the next general- tobo publishd
election, the expenses of which 10 be paid out of ihe county
treasury.
WM. HOPKINS,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
. CHARLES B. PENROSE,
Speaker of the Senate.
AprrovEp—The sixteenth day of March, Anno Domini,
eighteen hundred and thirty-nine,

DAVID R. PORTER.



	00000011
	00000012
	00000013
	00000014
	00000015
	00000016
	00000017

