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tice extended Zalion of the coeris of justice;"” be and the same is hereby
to Bedford  extended 10 the county of Bedford, : :
county . 7! ' " WM. HOPKINS, ‘
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
CHARLES B. PENROSE,
Speaker of the Senate.
Aeproven—The twenly-first day of June, eighteen hun-

- dred and thirty.nine.
) DAVID R. PORTER.

No. 149..
AN ACT
Providing for the election of Aldermen and Justices of the Peace.

! * .

Secrios 1. Be il enacted, by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the Commonivenith of Pennsylvania, in
General Assembly met, and it is fievely enacled by the au-
thority of the same, That the qualified voters of the respee-
“Election iy 11v€ wards, boroughs and townships, in this commonwealth,
dga0 shall, in the year of aur Lord, one thousand eight hundred
and forty, and whenever by this uct it becomes necessary
thereafter, at the times and places fixed for the election of
constables i the said wards, boroughs and townships, elect
: . Justices of the peace and aldermen as follows:  For each
Election of ; township, shall be elected two justices of the peace; fer each
Jumices and.-bordugh. not divided inte wards, shal! be elected two juslices
sldermen  of the peaces for each: ward in a borough, shall be elected
Awo justices of the peace; for each ward in a city, shall be
.elected two aldermen, except in the eity and incorporated
(districts of ‘the connty of Philadelphia, where one alderman
Manner of !. Shall be ‘elected for esch ward; and such eleciion shall be
holding etec- - held, and conducted in the mode and manner, and by the
fion same oflicers and persons, as the consiables elections are held
» and conducted.  Bui where a borough forms pait of a town-
ship in which' it s situated, the qualified woters of said
baroughy, shall not be permited 1o vote for justices of said
+wwuship, no1 shall whe qualified voters of the township, be

~permitted to vote for justices of said borongh. .
. . Syerion 2. ‘That the officers-and other persons, holding
" Returns how and conducting such election for.aldermen and Justices of the
.~made ‘peace, shall make true duplicate relurns of such electiens,
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one of whiel teturns shall be immediately transmitted by

mail, by the proper constable to the Governor, and the

other return, shall be handed by such constable, o the
prothonotary of the proper county, to be filed in- his office.

And the said prothonotary shall forthwith send a certified

copy of such retarn to the secretary of the commonwealth.

Seorion 3. That the reuirns of the elections under this :

act, shall be subject io the inquiry, determination and judg- SF';IS" ret"‘?’
_ment, of the court of commen pleas of the proper county,j;]d.“;;;r:? :f"
upon complaint of fifteen or more of the qualified voters of Yhe soart and
the proper township, ward or borough, of an untdue election the msnner
or false relurn, two of whom shall take and subscribe an oath

or affirmation, that the facts set forth in such complaint are

true to the best of their knowledge and belief, and the said

«court shall, in judging of sach elections, proceed upon the

.merits thereof, and shall determine finally concerning ihe

same, actording 1o the laws of 1his commonwealth ; and the
.prothonotary of the said court shall immediately cerlify to the Prothonotary
governor the decree of the said court, and in whose favor such to certify de-
contested election shall have terminaied, and the Governor frefh"f sourt
shall then commission such person in whose {avor such con- ; © povert:
tested ‘election terminated, and such complaint shall nov be
valid or regarded by the court, unless the same shall have oo =)0y
been fled within ten days after the election in the prothene: ghen to be
tary’s office, and in case such complaint be filed in due time, fited
.the prothonotary shall transmit by mail immediately 10 the

Governor a certified copy thereof, and in such case no
¢ommission shall be issued, antil the court shall have deter- ™

.mined and adjudged on ench complaint as aforesaid.

- Spcrron 4. That if the qualified voters. of any ward,

borough or township, in this commonwealth, shall desire to Wards, bor-
elect more ihan the number of justices of the ‘peace orc’"ghﬂlf.“d
aldermen, prescribed by this law fpr such ward, borough or:;;m:l;f:
.township, such qualificd voters may at the times and places m{,{e than
.of holding constables cleciions, express 'such desire and two justices
consent in the following manner, namely : Such'of the saidor sldermen,
voters as are in favor of eleeting more justices or aldermen, &e., on cer-
shall vote tickets labelled on. the ouiside with the word " condi-
s« Justices”’ or ** Aldermen” and the inside of such.iickets o
shall contain the words ¢ Increase one’’ or * Encrease two®’

as they may desire, and such of the said voters who are
copposed to the election of more justices or aldermen, shall

vote tickets labefled «Justices” or “Aldermen' ‘on the

-oulside, and the inside of such tickeis shall-conrain the words
e No iuerease.”  And il it shall appear by such election that
.a majority of the gualified voters within such ward, borough
o township, are in favor of electing more justices, or alder-
.ken, ihen such additional number of justicqs or aldermen,
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shall, al the next constables election thereafier, be electedand
commissioned in the ame manner as the other justices: and
Proviso uldermen are under this act, Provided, 'Fhat no election
. ..., shall be held under this .section anless at least filty qualifigd
f;fgsq:]:]gli? voters. of the proper ward, borough or township, shall give
notice to con. POHCE 11 wriling tu the constable thereof, that they desire 1o
stable that ~ YOle, at the next ‘constable’s eleciion thereafler, for such
they desire to,increase, and om receiving suech notice, the said constable
vote, &c. . shall, by 2t least ten writien or pridted handbills put up in
the-most public places in said- ward, borgugh or.township, at
least twenty days before said election, give notice that at said
electiona vote will be taken 1o asceriain whether the qualified
voters of said ward, borough or-township, econsent to the
election of a greater number of justices or aldermen. And it
Return how  ghall be the duty of the officers’ and others helding such elees
made tion-under this seelion, to-make. out true duplicate returns.of
the same,.and file one of said retarns in the office of the
prothonotary of the proper county, and in cuse a majority of
the voters -of such borough: or township are in favor of an
increase, the: proper constable shall. immediately transmit by
-nail to the Governor the other of the said returns, snd no
such increase in any ward, borough or township, shall exceed
two.
Commissions - SECTION 5. That the Governor shall issne commissions
whentobe. on the-iwenty-fifih day after the elections for justices nnder
issued this act-shail have been held, to such persons as shall appear
‘ 1o bes duly elected, for which said commission, each person so
Fees, 82,10 glected a justice or alderman, shall pay 1wo dollars, to be
be paid to ve- 1o eiyed by the recorier of the proper county, to be by him
corder, &e. .
- transmitted 1o the secretary of the commonwealth, as fees for
Tustice to be Other commissions are transmitted ; and the said justice shall
swom or of- be, by-the.said 1ecorler, sworn or affirmed in the manner
fired now presoribed by law,
Secrion 8. That before any person elected a justice of
To givebond the peace or alderman, shall enter npon the discharge of the
and the sm’t, qyiies of his office, such person shall give bond in such sam, .
not less-than five hundred dollars noy more than Lhree thous-
and dollars, as the court of common. pleas, or one of the
judges, in vacation, shall direct, with one or more sufficient
securities, unless in the opinion of the court or of said judge,
the person elected is possessed: of a freehold estale of a value
Unless a free- bayond. all- reprises, equal to the amount in which securily
holder, &¢.  ghould otherwise be required, which bond-shall be taken by
the prothonotary in the name of the commonwealth, with
conditions for the faithful application of all moneys that come
- into his-hands-as an officer, and such bond shail be held in
Conditions of -tFust, for the benefit of all persons who may sustain injury
bonds ‘from the -said justice or alderman in his official capacity..
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Provided, That the surety shall in no ease be lable where Proviso
proceedings shail not have been commenced within .eight

years from the date of the bond, in the manner preseribed.by

the act of the fousteenth of June, one thiousand eight hundred

and thirty-six. in refation to official bonds, and be proceeded

in agreeably to the provisions of said act.

Secrion 7. That if any vacaney shall take place in.any Vacancies
ward, borough or lowuship, by the neglect o5 vefusal of any how supplied
person elected toaceept acommission within six months after
the date thereof, or by death, resignation or otherwise, such
vacancy shall be supplied at the next eleciion, and the election
to supply such. vacaney shall be held and conducted. in the

-same manner as. the other elections for justices under this act,

SgcmieN 3. 'The elections under this act shall be held and
canducted in the same manper and by the same officers who Elections by
are or shall be required by law to hold and conduct elections whom held
of constables in the respeetive wards, boroughs and town-
ships in this commonwealih. ‘

Secriox 9, That each of the officers and others who are
to hold and conduct the elections under this act, shall. be Officers of

A . - CEYS:0;
sworn or affirmed before a justice of the peace, or the inspec- jeqion 10 be
tor or judges of the said election disteict, to hold and conducet sworn or afe
sech elections with fairness and bmpartiality, and to discharge firmed
their respective duties with fidelity, aed sueh oath or affirma-
tion subscribed by such officers wnd oubers shall be keptand
preserved by such jusiice, or if taken by such inspector or
judges, to be deposited with the nearest justice.

Spemion 10, ‘That every justice of the peace or alder-
man, who is or shall be in commission at the time of the firsg At the exbira-
election under this act,. shall, a1 the expiration of his oflice; Uon of the ¢
deliver his docket, together with all the uotes, bonds, ac-ff;nﬁglc[js:ﬁﬁo
counts aud papers in lis possession, tpuching any judgmentilde,men now
or suit entered thereon, to the nearest justice or alderman ofin commission
the township, borough or ward. Provided, ‘That if such docket, &c,
justice or altermen shall choose to retain his docket, he shall, to whom to.
on demand, for the legal fees, deliver a certified transeript of bﬁdel"':‘:"'d
any judgment or proceedings in any suit therein, to the party db?:{er: z";_
or parties interested, under the penalty of. one,hundred dol-
lars to be tecovered by the pasty aggsieved, in the same man-
ner as debts of that amount are by law recoverable. And
the justice of the peace to whom such docket or transeript
shall be deli: ered, shall issue process and greceed thereon in
the same marnerand with like effect as the said justice might
have done if e had remained in office. And every justicey, ... &

.or alderman elected under this aci, shall, on the expiration glecsd to
of his term of office, deliver over his docket and like papers deliver docket
10 the persou who shall be elected and commissioned to spe- to successors.
cced him, in said ward, borough or township.
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Lancaster SecrioN 11, That the city of Laneastér, in the election
city divided ©f aldermen for said city, shall be divided into four wards, as
into 4 wards follows: That portion of the said city lying east of North
to eloct Queen street and the Laneaster and Reading road, and north
of East King street and the Lancaster and Philadelphia turn-
pike road, to constitute one ward, and to be denominated the
North-East ward of the said city. That portion of the said
city lying east of South Queen street and a public road lead-
ing 1o the Conestoga creek, and south of East King street
and the Lancaster and Philadelphia turnpike road, 1o consti-
tute anothier ward of the said city, and 10 be denominated the
South-East ward. That pottion of the said city lying west
of North Queen street and the Lancaster and Reading road,
and north of West King street and the Lancaster aud Colum-
bia turnpike road, 1o constitute another ward of said city,
and to be denominated the North-West ward. 'That portion
of the said city lying west of South Queen street and a
* public road leading 10 the Conestoga ereek and south of West
King street, and the Lancaster and Columbia wrnpike road,
Eloction to constitute another ward of said city, and te be denomina-
whereheld el the South-West ward. And the election for aldermen
shall be held at the court house, in the city of Laneaster, and
shall be conducted in the mode and manner, and by the'same
officers as is provided for by this act, and in all other respects
be subjeet to its provisions,
SecTioN 12 ‘That the several aldermen in the incorpora-
Jurisdiction of ted districts of the county of Philadelphia, who shail be
aldermenin  efected and commissivned under the provisions of this act,
Philadelphia  gro1) have all the jurisdietion now vested, by law, in the
county, & ldermen in the eity of Philadelphia, and the justices of the
" peace, who shall be elected in the incorporated townships of
sald county, shall have and enjoy all the jarisdiction which
is by law vested in the several justices of the peace in this
commonwealih. :
. Sgorion 13, That the several aldermen and justices of the
Aldermen  peace, elected and commissioned under this act, shall be sub-
and justices  ject to removal in the same manner and for the same causes
how subject to prescribed by the existing laws of this commonwealth, and
removal during their continuance in office, shall respectively keep
their offices in the ward, borough or township, for which they
shall have been elected,
WM. HOPKINS, -
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
CHARLES B. PENRUSE,
L Speaker of the Senate.
Arrrovep—The twenty-first day of June, eighteen hug-

dred and thirty-nine.
. DAVID R. PORTER.
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