OF THE SESSION OF 1838.9,

. No. 48,
RESOLUTION
For the relief of the children of John Augustin Bousquet, decensed.

WhrEeREAs, Un the eleventh day of January, Anno Domini,
oue thousand eight hundred and four, John Aupustin Bouos.
guet, of the city of Philadelphia, merchant, did present his
memorial to the legislawure of Pennsylvania, seting forth
that he was born in the village of St. Andre, in the depari.
ment of 8t. Herantt, in Fraice; came 1o the United States
in September, Anne Domini, one thousand seves hundred
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and ninety-three, and being natralized according 10 law, he proambis

had thereafler resided in the zity of Philadelphia, and carried
on business exiensely as a merchant. That soon after his
arrival in America, he formed a connexion wpon principles
of aflection and confidence with Reine Maria Eugenia Re-
naut, who was also a native of France, under an assurance
and determinatior, that as seon as the approbation of his
parents could be obtained, the mariiage ceremony should
sanclify their union, Thata variety of circumstances occurred
" 10 posipone the accomplishment of this object, during which
time, however, the memorialist permitted the said Reine
Maria Eugenia Renaut 1o bear his name. He ireated her
publicly in «ll respecis as his wife, and became the father of
three children, the last of whom proved fatil in its birth to
the life of the unfortunate mother. T'hat by the laws which
prevailed in France, and which the memorialist imagined
were, on this subjeet, in {orce ia the United Sttes, a nawral
child is rendered fegitimate by the subscquent intermarriage
of the parenws, and thence arose the procrastination which
he then deplored ; but, addressing himsel{ to the authority and
beneficence of the legislature, he yet hoped 10 obtain for his
offspring a legitimate characier in society, Tiat with such
view he prayed that a law might be passed, declaring that,
for the reasuns Delore stated, his said three childreq, viz:
Louisa Adele Josephing, John Maria, and Jane Maria Fuage-
nia, by the atoresaid Reine Maria Engenia Renaut, should be
entiled (o all the rights and benefits of children horn in law-
ful wedlock : JAnd whereas, A commiilee of the senate, lo
whom ihe said memorial was referred, did report a bill, en-
titled an act to confer oirthe natural children of John Augus-
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sn Bousquet, the rights and benefits of children born in law.
ful wedlock, which, on the twentieth of January, Anno
Domini, one thousand eight hundied and four, was passed,
and ordered to be presented 1o the house of representatives
for concurrence: Jnd whereas, On the twentieth of Feb-
ruary, Anno Domini, one thonsand eight hundred and foar,
the said bill was read a third time before the house, and on
the question, whether it should pass, was determined in the
negative, JInd whereas, 11 has been communicated to the
present legislature of ‘this commonwealth, that the said John
Augustin Bousquet died at Bordeaux, in France, on the tenth
of September, Anno Domini, one thousand eight hundred
and thirty-seven, the said three children named'in his memu-
rial, surviving him, and residing in the said city, or its envi-
rons : Jnd whereas, It has also been communicated to the pre-
sent legislature of this comwonwealth, that the rejection of the
bill of the senate before mentioned, by the house of repre-
senttalives, In the session of one thousand eight hundred and
three, and one thousand eight hundred and fvur, is prejudi-
cial to the said three childreu of the memorialist, in these
respects: First—lt is not viewed by the tribunals of Jaw in
France, that the state of the said three children was lefi in
stafu quo prius, the presentation of the said memorial,  Se-
eondly—1i is viewed by the said tribunals, that the aforesaid
rejection, conlained by implication, the opinion of the hense,
that the said children were illegitmate, and that the said honse
adopted the inference of the memorialist, upon the siate of
the facts presemed by him to them, as contained in his me-
morial : 4nd whereas, It has also been communicated to
this legislature, that the aforesaid tribunaly will not receive
the opinions of the juris-consalis, or invoke the tribunals of
this commonwealth for informason on the subject, and of
evidence safficient to establish a marriage in Pennsylvania,
but require a legislative declaration of the consequences to
the spid paries, of the aforesaid rejection: Jnd whereas,
Common justice requires that, under such circumstances, it
should be proclaimed that, by such rejeciion, notking was
intended 1o be affirmed or denied, of the legitimacy or illigiti-
macy of the said three childien, but their legal rights and quali--
ties remained the same precisely aller, as before the aforesaid
rejection, and that aceording to the laws and usages of this
commonwealth, reputation and co-habitation are sufficient
eviclence to establish a muwriage; and, therelore, (o render
legislative action, as prayed in the said memotial, nugatory.
Therefore,

Resonvup, By the Sencte and House of Representaiives
of the Commonuwealth of Pennsylvania, in General dssem-
bly met, That the secretary of lhe commonwealih ceriify,
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under his hand and the seal of the state, lo all whom it may Sce'y Com'ta

concern, a copy of the foregoing preamble, as evidence of the to certify copy

law. and ‘practice of this commonwealth, upon, the subjects of

hereinbefore: recited: Provided however, 'Thas nothing . ..

herein contained shall be construed to impair the legal

rights of creditors, or others, to the property. of the said

decedent. ‘

- WM. HOPKINS,
Speaker of the Huse of Represenlatives.
- CHARLES B. PENROSE,
Speaker of the Senale.

-ApprovEp—The twenty-fifih day of June, eighteen hup-

dred and thirty-nine, S .

DAVID R, PORTER.

No. 49.
RESOLUTION

Authorizing the ercction of a building for an office for the Auditor Gen-
eral, and for other purposes.

‘Whereas, Much confusion exists among the papers and
documents in the auditor general’s ofice ; much unnecessary
and vexatious labur.is imposed upon those entrusted with
the performanee of its duties, and much public loss will
eventually be sustained from the prssent existing condition
of affairs therein, whea, (or want of room, they have been preuble
obliged to pile one mass of papers on another, not being able
to arrange and file the same, and have even been obliged to make
the basement story the de osilory of several boxes containig
papers that may be called for, and hence, are useful: JAnd
whereas, ‘'hese evils must be aggravated in a ratio, corres-
ponding with the exlension of our pnblic improvements, and
the increase of business upon our pablic works:

‘Therefore, be it

Resorvep, By the Senafe and House of Representatives Governor, an-
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assem- ditor Gen'l &
bly met, 'That the governor, auditor general and state trea- State Treos’s
surer, be coustiteted commissioners, whose “duty it shall be mﬂic;“f::::::di
to cause a snilable builling to be designed by a competent :’,_,, general ';
architeet, appointed by the governur, 10 be construcied ae be erecied
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