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+

i 'Ta pf(;vi'de' for the erection Gf o~ house; for the employtﬁent and supp6tt
: -of the poor of the county of Lehigh. . i

Skction 1. . Be if enacted by the Senate and House of .
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in -
-Commigsion- General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the ar-. .
ors. thority of the same: That Solomon Gangware of Allentown,

Thomas Kérn of North Whitehall, Jacob Bast of Hanover,

" George Miller of Millerstown, William Hittel of Upper Mil-

_ " ford, John 8. Kistler of Lynn, Jacob' Gagenbach Upper Mac-

- * +ungie, -Abrahém Shiffer*Upper Saucon, Michael Harter of
Heidelberg, John Riter, ‘Salisbury, Joshua Seiberling, Weis- _

-+ enburg, 'Andrew Shifferstine, Lowhill, Daniel Newhard, South
‘Whitehall township, be, and "hereby are appointed commis--
“Purchase réal sioners, whose duty it shall be, or a'majority of them on or

estate &c,  before the first day of January, Anno Doniini, eighteen hun-
dred and forty-one, to determine upon, and purchase such vesl,

_estate as they shell deem necessary, for the accommodation ‘6f

, the poor of Lehigh-county, and it shall be lawfil for said

. commissioners, or.'a ‘majerity of them to take conveyances

, Certify E’:’; therefor, in the name, and for the use of the corporation men-
Q”“E:m,.. B con, tioned in’ the third section_ of this act, and they shall certify

A “their proceedings ‘therein, uuder their hands and seals to the
.Electionof - clerk-of the court of Quarter seseions of Leliigh county, to be
directors.  filed in his dffice, and at the next general election, the quali-.
fied electors shall elect three reputable citizens. of the said

county 16 be*directors of the poor, and 6f the honse of employ-

ment for the county of Lehigh, for the ensuing year; -and the

judges of the election of #aid_county, shall immediately on re-

ceiving the returns from the several election districts, and cast-

ing:up the number of votes therein,{or within three days there-

‘dfter, certify under their hands and seals the names of .the

persons so elected directors, to the elerk of the court of quar-

ter sessions of ‘the said county, who shall file the said certifi-

cate in his office, and forthwith give notice jn writing to the

,Theirmeetingsaid directors of their being _elected, gt’\d’fthe ‘said dirggtors
and classifica-Shall meet at the court house in the said county, on the first

tion. Monday of November next, ensuing their election, and divide

themselves by lot into three classes, the place of the first'to

be vacated at the expiration of the first year; of the second,

- Daty to,
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at the expiration of the second year ; .of the third, at the expi-
ration of the third year; so that those who shall be chosen
after the first election, and in the mode above described may
serve for three years, and ene.third may be chosen annually.
Section 2. Every director elected in manner aforesaid, or
appointed as is directed by the eleventh section of this act,
shall within ten days afier he is notified of such election-or
appointment,.and before he enters upon the duties of the said
- office -take .an oath-or affirmation, which any justice of the
peace . of the said county is hereby authorized to admin-
ister, that he will discharge the duties of the office of di-
rector of the poor for the said county, truly, faithfully, and
impartially, to the best of his knowledge and ability, and in
case of neglect or refusal to take the said oath or affirmation
within the time aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of
ten dollars for the use of the poor of said county, which fine Penalty on
shall be recovered by the directors for the time being, as debtsneglect or re-
are or shall be by law recoverable, and the directors qualified fusal to take
as aforesaid, .are hereby authorized to administer an oath or oath of office.
affirmation in any case, when it shall -be necessary in relation
to the duties of their office. 5
Secrion -3, The said “directors shall forever hereafter, in
name.and in fact, be one bedy politic and corporate in law, to
all “intents and purposes whatsoever relative to the poor of Incorporation
the county of Lehigh, and shall have perpetual succession, ‘
snd may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, by the
name, style.and title of- the Directors of the Poor and of the
house of employment of the county of Lehigh, and by that
name shall and may receive, take -and hold -any lands, tene- Name.
ments and hereditaments, not exceeding the yeartly value of
five thousand dollars, and any. goods and chattles whatsoever, Privileges.
of the gift, alienation or bequest of any person or persons,
whatsoever, to purchase, take and hold any lands and tene-
ments within their county.in fee simple or otherwise, and
erect suitable buildings for- the reception, use and accommo-
dation of the poor of said county ; to provide all things neces-
eary for the lodging, maintenance and employment of said
poor; to appoint a treasurer, annually, who shall give bond
with full and sufficient surety for the faithful discharge of the qyeacurer to
duties of his office, and at the expiration thereof for the pay- give bond.
ment and delivery over to his successor in office of all moneys, ’
notes, bounds, book accounts and other papers to the said cor-
poration belonging, which shall then be remaining in'his hands,
custody and possession, and said director shall have power to
employ and at pleasure remove a steward or stewards, matron Power of di-
or matrons, physician or physicians, surgeon or surgeons, and rectors.
all other attendants that may be necessary for the said poor,
respectively ; to bind out apprentices so that such apprentice- T bind out
' apprentices.
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Term of ser- ship may expire, if males at or before the’ age of twenty-one
vice, years, if females at-or before the age of eighteea years; Pro:
Proviso.  pided, That no child shall be bound out for a longer time than
until he arrives to the age of eighteen years, unless he be.
bound out to a trade other than a farmér ; And provided, in
all casés, the person to whom they are bound be required to
give the child at least three months’ schooling in each year ;
Provided also, That no child shall be bound at a greater dis-
Tave tance than- thirty miles from the ‘poor house. " And the said
sted thh
powers of directors shall exercise and enjoy all such ‘other powers not
overseers,  vested in the overseers of the poor as are not herein granted
or supplied ;, and the said‘difectors are hereby empowered to
‘Seal: .  use one common seal in all business relating to the:sdid cor-
“poration, and the same at their pleasure to alter and, renew.
SecrioN 4. The said directors, as soon as may be after-
their election and organization as aforesaid, shall'make an'es-
-timate of the probable expense of purchasing the lands. and
building, of erecting the necessary building or buildings and
furnishing the same, and maintaining the poor within the said
‘Commission- county for one year; whereupon, thé county cominissioners .
ersto increase of the-said county shall, and they are hereby ‘authorized and
county tax— reqgnired to increase the county tax, by one- -fourth part of the
procure loan. i, necessary for the purpose aforesaid, and shall procure 6n
loan, onthe credit of the taxes herein directed to bé.levied, the
remaining three- fourths thereof to be paid in iristalments with
Proviso ifloan interest, out of the county taxes :. Provided always, That if”
cannotbe  such loan cannot be made, the whole amount of the sum ne-
madé. cessary for the purpose aforesaid, or such part thereof s may’
+_be deemed proper, shall 1mmed1ate]y be added to the county .
tax, to be paid by the county treasurer to the directors dfore- -
seid, on orders-drawn in their favor by ‘the county commls-
sioners, as the same may be found necessary.
Brectors to] . Section 5. It'shall be-the. duty of .the said dlrectors on or
furnish com- ‘before the first. day of November, in each and- every year, to
 missiorers  furnish the commissioners of said county-withan estimate of
with annual the probable expense of the poor and poor house for one year;
estimate.  and it shall be the duty of said commissionefs to assess, and
cause to'be collected the amount of said estimate, which shali
be paid to-said directors by the county treasurer, on, warrants
drawn in their favor by the county commissioners, as the
same may be found necessary ; and the said directors shall, at
* "least once in every year, render an account of all moneys by
Setllowitl' * them ‘received and expended, to the auditors appointed to

Schooling..

To estimate
expense,

auditors, 554t and settle the county accounts, subject to the same pe-
: naltles, rules and regulations, as are by law directed respect-
To submit ing the accounts of the county commissioners ; and shall, at

list, &, of least once, in every year, lay before the court of Quarter ses-
paupers to  sions and grand jury of said county, a list of the number, ages,
Q. Sessions, and sex of the persons maintained and employed in the said
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house of employment, or supported or assisted by them else-
where, and of the children by them bound out to apprenticeship
as aforesaid, with the names of their masters or mistresses, and .
their trade, occupation or calling ; and shall, at all times when Inspection by
thereunto required, submit to the inspection and free exami- "Sitors:
nation of such visitors as shall from time to time be appointed
by the court of Quarter Sessions of the said county, all tieir
books and accounts, together with the rents, interests and mo-
neys payable and receivable by the said corporation, and also
an account of all sales, purchases, donations, devises be-
quests, as shall have been made by or to them,
SEcTION 6. As soon as the said buildings shall have been
erected or purchased, and all necessary accommodations
provided therein, notices shall be sent, signed by any two
of the said directors, to the overseers of the several t0Wn-paypers how
ships of the said counily of Lehigh, requiring them forth-removed to
- with to bring the poor of their respective townships to said house when
house of employment, which order the overseers are here- erected.
by enjoined and required to comply with, or otherwise to
forfeit the costs of all future maintenance, except in cases
when by sickness or any other sufficient cause, any ‘poor per-
son cannot be removed, in which case the said overseers shall
represent the same to the nearest justice of the peace, who
being satisfied of the truth thereof, shall certify the same to the
said directors, and at the same time issue an order, under his
hand and seal, to the said overseers, directing them to main- Qertain ex-
tain such poor until such time as he or she may be in a situ- penseshow
ation to be removed, and then to convey the said pauper and paid.
deliver him or her to the steward or keeper of the said house
of employment, together with the said order, and the charge
and expense of such temporary relief, and of such remcval,
shall be paid by the said directors at a reasonable allowance. o
Sgcriony 7. The said directors shall from time to time re- Who areen- |
ceive, provide for and employ, according to the true intentgnﬂgdh? w“"hef
and meaning of this act, all such poor and indigent persons as g oned,
shall be entitled to relief, or shall have gained a legal settle-
ment in said county of Lehigh, and shall be sent thereby, an
order or warrant for that purpose, under the hands and seals
of any two justices of the peace, directed to any constable of
the said county of Lehigh, or to the overseers of the proper Out-door re-
township in any other county of this commonwealth, and the lief,
said directors are hereby authorized, when they shall deem it
proper and convenient to do so, to permit any poor person or
persons to be maintained elsewhere : Provided, The expense Proviso,
of their maintenance does not in any case exceed that for
which they could be maintained at the poor house of the said
county of Lehigh. . o T
Seerron 8. The said directors, or any two of them, who powers of di-
ghall be a quorum in all cases to do business, shall have full rectors.
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Rales. power to make and ordain such ordinances, rules and regula+-
' tions‘as they shall think propér, convenient and necessary for
“the direction, govérnment and support of ‘the poor and house

Revenue. ~ of .employment aforesaid,” and of ‘the revenues' thereunto be-
longing, and ‘of all such persons as ‘shall ‘come- under their

Proviso.  cognizance: Provided; The same be not repugnant to this
. law, or any of the other laws of this state or of the United
24 Proviso.  States: nd provided also, That the same shall not have any

Rules tobe force or effect, until they shall have been -submitted to the .

sanctioned by.court of Common Pleas for the time being of“the county of"
court. Lehigh, and.shall have received the approbation of the same.
Monthi Secrion 9. A quorum of said directors shall, and’they are
meetin gy of. hereby-enjoined and required to meet at the said house of"em-
inspection. ployment, at least once in every month, and ws;t-thé apart-
’ ments, and see that the peor are comfortably supported, and
hear-all compldints, and redress, or cause to be redressed all
. grievances that may happen by the negleet or misconfluct of
.any person or persons in their employment, or otherwise,
SectioN 10. The said directors shall each of them receive’
Compensat'n for their services annually the sum of twenty dollars, to de-
fray the expenses of ‘their necessary- aitendance on the duties
- of their office. S ‘ ‘ -
Secrion 11. In case of any vieancy by death, resignation
or otherwise, of any, of‘the said directors, the remaining di-
rectors shall fill such vacancy by the appointment of a citizen
of their county, under tife same penalty as is provided by the
-third section of this act, to serve until the next general elec-.
tion, when another director shiall be elected te serve, as'if no
such vacancy had happened. , ST
Secrion 12. All claims and demands existing at the time
of this act being carried into effect, shall have full force and
.- . effect as if this act had not passed, and when the same may
Duties of ~ haye been duly adjusted and settled, all moneys remaining in
f:g:seegia':_ the ‘hands of the overseers, as well as the uncoilected taxes’
e, & levied for the support of the poor in the several townships in
. the county of Lehigh, shall be paid over to the supervisors of
the highways of their respective townships, to be by them
applied towards the repairing of the roads therein. - o
‘SEcT1ON 13. As soon as the poor of the county of Lehigh
shall have been removed to the house of employment of the
Office of over- said county, and the outstanding taxes collected and paid over,
seerabolished. the office of overseer of the poor within the said county shall
from thenceforth be abelished. : :
T : Secrron 14: The powersconferred, and the duties imposed
ransfer of . . . .
cortain duties O the overseers of the poor,in and by an act to empower the
to supervisors overseers and guardians of the poor of the several townships
* of highwaye.” within this commonwealth, to recover certain fines, penalties
‘ and forfeitures; and for other purposes, are hereby conferred
and imposed on the supervisors of the highways in the said

Vacancy hew
supplied.

N
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eounty of Lehigh, and that the justices of the peace. and she-
riff, within the said county,. are hereby required and enjoined.
10 pay to the said supervisors, to be by them applied to the.
repair of the highways, the aforesaid fines, forfeitures and pe-
nalties, within the time and in the manner prescribed by the
said act, for the payment thereof in other counties to the over-
- seer of the poor, and 1o give notice of the receipt thereof to
the said supervisors, within the time and in the manner afore-
said, and that for any neglect or refusal to perform.any.of the,
duties. enjoined .on .them by .the said act, the said justice of
the peace aud sheriff, in the said county, shall be subject to
all fines, penalties and forfeitures, to which the justices and
sheriffs in other counties by the said act are subject or liable,

SecrioN 15. The commissioners of said county are hereby ¢ commrs
authorized and empowered to pay to the persons, who are i, defray ex-
appointed commissioners by- the first section of this act, one pensesof view
dollar each for every day necessarily employed-in the dis- ers and com-
charge of their duty, under the provisions of this act, and the pensate direc-
_ mileage allowed to jurors attending eourt for every mile ne- ‘™
cessarily travelled in the performance of their duty ;.and also,
to pay to each of the said directors a reasonable compensation
for. their services, during the-term they are employed in erec-
ting any building or buildings aforesaid : Provided,.The same
shall not, including the annual sum allowed them .by this act,
exceed fifiy dollars for any one year. :

SectioN 16. So much of the laws of this commonwealth
relaling to the poor, as are by this act altered or supplied, be, Repealing
aud the same are hereby repealed, so far-as- they affect the clause.
county of Lehigh.. .

SecrionN 17. That the sheriff of the said county shall in due Sheriffto no-
time notify the said commissioners of their appointment, and tfy comm’ss
when and where they shall meet for entering upon the duties °£i':$e:t‘"
assigned them by this act, whichv place of meeting shall be ag PORORE
near the centre of the county as pessible. - ‘

. Secrion 18. For the purpose of ascertaining the sense of
the citizens of Lehigh county, as to the expediency of erecting
a poor house, it shall be the duty. of each of the inspectors, Citizens to
for the several townships and boroughs, at the next general vote «for” or
election, to receive tickets either wrilten or printed from the “ against” a
qualified voters thereof, labelled on the outside *¢ poor house,’” P9F house.
and in the inside * for a poor house” or ‘‘against a poor
house,” and if it shall appear, upon casting up the vetes in the

different districts, at the court house, on the same day that
other returns are made out, that a majority of those who voted
are for a poor house, then the foregoing act to take effect, but

if a majority of votesare found to be against a poor house, -
the foregoing act be, and the same is hereby declared null and

void. N *
SkcrioN 19. And the sheriff of Lehigh county shall cause
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act,

- -dred and forty.

f) y-laws,

Annual éon-
tributors,

. Provigo, -
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to be published the eighteenth section of this act,'in all the
newspapers printed in said county, at least six weeks previous
to the next general election, the expenses of which to be paid
out of the county. treasury. o :
‘ - - WM. HOPKINS, .
~Speaker-of the House of -Representatives.
W. T. ROGERS, =
' . - - Speaker of the Senate.
ArproveEp—The twenty-first day of March, eighicen hun-

DAVID R. PORTER.

0

) ‘[‘N’O- 88-] ' ‘_
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AN ACT .

"Tq’enab‘le'the Philadelphia Society for -the establishment and support. of"

‘Charity Schools to ordain certain -by-laws for the government of the ..
said society. . " : .
SecrroN 1.. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re-
presentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsyjlvania in Gen-.
eral Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority
of the same: That it shall and may be lawful for the Phila-
delphia society for the establishment - and-support of -charity
schools, at any stated meeting of the.said society,to ordain

" and enact any by-law or by-laws, rules and regulations, fixing
-.the quorum of the said society, and of their ‘board of Mana-

gers, the mode of admitting new members, the amount to be
paid by life members and annual contributors, and also ‘10
ordain and enact any other by-laws, rules and regulations
which may appear convenient or necessary for the govern-
ment of the said corporation, and the due management and

_ordering of the affairs théreof ; Provided, That the said by-

laws, rules and regulations be not repugnant to the constitution
or laws of the United States or of this-commonwealth, or to

-
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