SESSION OF 1840, - 857

[No. 146.]
AN ACT

Incorporating the Eberezsr Methodist Episcopal Congregation of the
Borough of Reading, and for other purposes.

Seorion 1. Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Re-
presentatives of the Commonwenlth of Pennsylvania in Ge.
neral Assembly met, and it is hereby enucied by the autho-
rity of the same: 'Thatihe Methodist Episcopal congregation Church es.
in the borough of Reading, county of Berks, and state oftablished.
Pennsylvania, is hereby erected into a body politic and corpo-~
rate in deed and in law, by the name, style and title of the
Trustees of the Ebenezer Methodist Episcopal Charch, in the N2me:
borough of Reading, and by the same name shall have perpet-
ual suceession, and be able to sue and be sued, in all courts of
law and elsewhere, and shall be able and capable in law and
equity, to take and hold lands and tenements, goods and chab«y i ortios and
tels, of whatsoever kind, nature and quality, real, personal or privileges.
mixed, whieh are now or hereafier shall become the property
of the said congregation, by gift, grant, bargain, sale, convey-~
ance, assurance, will, devise, beguest or otherwise, by any
person or persons capable of making the same, and the sams
to grant, bargain, sell or dispose of, and the yearly value or
income of the real or personal estate of the said eongregation,
shall not, at any time, sxceed three thonsand dellars.

Secrion 2. ‘The officers of this corporation, shall eonsist
of a president and nine trustees, of whom shall be chasen a
treasurer and secratary, from among the male members of the
gociety, as shall hereinafier be directed, and not less than five Stewards
or more than seven stewards, citizens of this commonivealth, )
1o be chosen according to the recognized diseipline of the
Methedist Episcopai Church in the United States of America.

Secrion 3. The present trustees, viz : Daniel Rheiny Chyis-prygtees,
tian Miller, Henry Goodhart, Jacob Gossler, Andrew S,

Gossler, George Moore and Johu Souders, shail continue in
office until an election shall take place.

Section 4. On the first Monday in January next, there
shall be elected, by ballot, at the s2id Ebenezar Church, nine Election and
trustees, three of whom shall secve for the term of three years,“li'i“:"‘ﬁ‘:““““
three others for the term of two years, and the remaining three® "9 ¢®
for the term of one year, which shall be determined by lot, by
the trustees at their first meeting afier the eleetion, and on the
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Annualelec- firsl Monday in January in each and every year thereafter,
tion. there shall be elecied by ballet, ai-the said church, three

trustees who shall serve three years in the places of those

whose term shall then have expired, to the end that there shall
Proviso, at all times be nine trustees: Provided, 'That do person shall
be eligible, as a trustee, who shall not be a member of said
chareh, of at least eighieen months standing in the g2id church,
and twenty-five years of age.

Srzerion 5. Every person shall be permitted to vote at an

election for trusteees, who is a regular male member of said,
church, and at least iwenty-one years of age.
Peoceedings  SECTION B, That whenever any circumstances shall prevent
when election an election for trusiees, at the time hereinbefore appointed for
shall be pre- that purpose, from taking place then, and in every such case
vented at time gy election shall be held therefor as soon as conveniently may
appointed: g of which notice shall be given after divine service on a
Sabbath day, at least one week previous to said election. .

Beorioy 7. When any vacaney shall oceur by death, resig-
nation, ceasing to be a member of said church or refusel to
serve when elected of any of the said trustees, in every such
case an election by the qualified voters of said church i fill
the vacaney shall take place, as soon as convenient, one week’s

. notice at least of such election having been given, on a Sab-
bath day, afler divine service, and the person or persons so
chosen, shall serve for the same time as the trustee or trastees,
witose place or places he or they were chosen to fill, would

. have been entitled to serve.
Secrien 8. The preacher having pastoral charge of the
President.  congregation from time to time, shall by virtare of his office,
be president of the board of trustees.
SectioN 9. All the estate of said charch, whether real,
Estate how  personal or mixed, shall be vested in the said trustees and their
vested. successors forever, in trust for the Ebenezer Methodist Episco-
H pal Chureh, but the said trustees or their successors shall not,

oW estate . . .
may becon- 2ADY lime, grany, bargain, seil, convey, dispose of any of the
veyed or en-Teal estate of the said church, now belonging to the said
cumbered,  corporation, or which may hereafter be acquired, or in any

manner or way charge or encumber the same without first
calling a mesting of the male members of said chureh, duly
qualified 1o vole for trustees according to this act, of which
meeting dus notice shall be given at leasi one week previous,
on a Sabbath day, and obtaining the consent and approbation
of at least two-thirds of the same, whe shall be convened
Proviso, together by viriue of such call or invitation: Provided never-
theless, ‘That nothing in this section shall autheorize the said
trustees at any time to sell, dispose of, or alienate from the
Methodist Episeopal Church, the building now occupied as
a place for divine worship, situated in south Fourth street, be-
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tween Penn and Franklin street, east side, in the borough of
Reading, and state of Pennsylvania,

Sgerion 10. The rents, issues, profits and interests of the Rents, &e. ap
said real personal estate of and belonging to the said church Pliedtorepairs
and cofporalion, ag shall from time to time be applied and laid
out for repairing and maintaining said church and place of
worship, lot or {ots of land, burial ground, paraonage house or
houses, and buildings which now do or may hereafter at any
time belong to the said church and corporation, as shall from
time to time be thought proper and expedient by the said
trustees or a majority of them: Provided whoays, That provica,
nothing contained in this or any other section of this act, shall
be so construed as to prevent the stewards from discharging
the daties required of them, by the discipline of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, so far as these daties are not repugnant {o
the constitution or laws of this commonwealth.

Srcriow 11, The trustees shall make, ordain, esiablish and
putinto execution, all snch by-laws, ordinances and regulations, By-laws.
as to them shall appear necessary and convenient for the raus-
acting the business of said corporation, not repugnant to the
constitution of the United States, or to the constitution of the
commonweaith of Pennsylvania.

WHEREAs John Latour, of the eity of Philadelphia, execu-
" tor of the last will of Maria Anne Pjzean Duval, deceasged, has
presented his petition to the Legislature, setting forih, that
the said will of the said decedent is dated the twenty-fifth of
May, Anno Domini, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-
and was duly proved at Philadelphia on the nineteenth day of
March, Anne Domini, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-
eight, and letters tesiamentary granted to your petitioner ag
the sole executor therein named ; ‘That the said testatrix has
dirersted your petitioner to sell her real estate, anid bequeanthed
the proceeds to her sister in France; That the testatrix was
in possession of and elaimed no other real estate than a two
story brick house and lot of ground, situate on the south side
of Christian street, between Front and Second streets, in the
Distriet of Sputhwark, which she sccupied at the time of her
death, fully believing that it was wholly her property, and
that her title thereto was perfect; That the said property was
purchased with her funds, to wit, the sum of one thousand
dollars, on the eleventh day of December, Anno Domini, one
thousand eight bundred and eighteen, and the conveyance
therefor made to one Arno Ballott, her agent; That afler this
the Arno Ballott died. leaving a will dated the twenty-seventh
day of Februaty, Anno Domini, one thousand seven hundred
and ninety-eight, which was duly proved at Philadelphia the .
thirtieth day of April, Anno Domini, one thousand eight hun. I
dred and thirty, devising and bequeathing the whole of his
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estate 1o the said testatrix ; That all the property to which he
had or conld claim any title was the house and lot in question
at the time of his decease ; That the said testatrix was in the
possession of the said property hoth before and afier the death
of the said Arno Ballot, until the period of her own decease,
and since then the petitioner has been in the undisturbed pos-
session of it, and has regularly received the rents and profite
of it; That he has never heard of any heirs or kin of the
said Arno Ballot, and he does not believe thot any exist. And
your petitioner further says, that he knows of his own know-
ledge that the facts stated in this pelition as to the purchase of
the said property by the said Arno Ballott with the testatrix’s
funds, and he firmly believes thai if either had supposed that
his will by reason of being anterior to the purchase wonld not
have passed the title to her, the error would have been cor-
rected, either by a new deed or will; /nd whereas, the said
petitioner has supported his said petition by the deposition
~  under oath of two competent witnesses. Now therefore,

John Latrur  Sperion 12, That the said John Latour shall have power
anthotized to {5 make a title to the said real estate, o any purchaser or
meke e to 100y a6ars thereof, and to distribute the proceeds of the same

certain real . . . .
estate and 1D the manver pointed out by the will of the said Maria Anne
distribute the Pizean Duval, his testatrix ; Provided, however, That nothing
proceeds, herein contained shall be construed to mean or declare other
than that the will of gaid Arno Ballett shill be taken and con-
sidered o be posterior in date to the conveyance to Lhim of the

said real estate. -
Secrion 13, Whereas it has been represented to the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives 6f the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, that Benjamin 11, Price, son of John and Jzne
Price, of Lower Merion township, in Mentgomery eounty,
deceased, was born before the marriage of his said parenis;
Therefore all the property and interest of the said common~
wealth in sny estate, real or personal, or in the proceeds of
. sale of any estate, real or personal, of which said Benjamin
was seized or possessed, at the time of his death, in posses.
sion, remainder or reversion, shall be and the same is herehy
vested in such person or persons, and for such estate and es-
1ates, respectively, as would now be eutitled to the same, if
the s2id Benjamin had been born of his said parents in lawful
wedlock ; Provided, That nothing herein contained shall in
any wise affect or impair any estates, rights, titles, interests,
claims or demands therein, or thereto, at law or in equity, of

any other person or persons whomsoever.
Survevor Ge.. SECTION 14. That the Surveyor General be and he is here-
urveyor Ge- . .

neral to grant DY anihorized and directed to grant an order of re-survey to
order of re-  Joseph 8. Sparks, of Providence township, Bedford county,
survey to Jos.upon a warrant granted to the said Joseph S. Sparks, dated
8, Spurks.  the sixth of May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three,
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for eighty-four acres, and numbered eight hundred and fifiy-
nine, authorizing a re-survey and location of the said warrant
upon any vacant and unappropriated land belonging to the
commonwealth, within the township and county aforesaid,
aud within a reasonahle distance of the other Jand of the war-
rantee, and accept the survey so made; Provided, That the
rights of third persons ave not to be affecled thereby.
Secrion 15, That any and every grant, bargain and sale,
release, or other deed of conveyance or assurance of any
lands, tenements, or hereditaments in this commonwealth,
heretofore bona fide made, executed and delivered by husband
and wife within any other of the United States, where the Acknowlede-
acknowledgment of the execution thereof has been taken, and ments ofdeeds
certified by any officer or officers in any of the stales where &e. in any of
made and executed, who was, or were authorized by the the U. States
laws of such state to take and certify the acknowledgment ofgg‘:lla:eﬂigoﬁ
deeds of conveyance of lands therein, shall be deemed and i ciate.
adjudged to be as good, valid and effectual in law for transfer-
ring, passing and conveying the estate, right, title and interest
of such husband and wife of, in and to the lands, tenements
and hereditaments therein mentioned, and be in like manner
entiled to be recorded, as if the acknowledgment of the exe-
cution of the same deed had been in the same and like way,
manner and form taken and certified by any judge, alderman,
or justice of the peace, of and within this commonwealth. . .
Secrion 16, That no grant, bargain and sale, feoffment, Certain omis-
deed of convevance, lease, release, assignment, or other assu- ;:32;12(1] i:’t
rance of any lands, tenements and hereditaments whatsoever, ;¢ 4, avgoid
heretofore bona fide made and execoted by husband and wife, or prejudice
and acknowledged by them before some judge. justice of the instrument of
peace, alderman, or other officer authorized by law, within writing.
this state, or an officer in one of the United States, to take
such acknowledgment, or which may be so made, executed
and acknowledged as aforesaid, before the first day of January
next, shall be deemed, held or adjudged, invalid or defective,
or insufficient in law, or avoided or prejudiced, by reason of
any informality or omission in setling forth the particulars of
the acknowledgment made before such officer, as aforesaid, in
the certificate thereof, but all and every such grant, bargain
and sale, feoffment, deed of conveyance, lease, release, assign-
ment or other assurance 50 made, executed and acknowledged
ag aforesaid, shall be as good, valid and effectual in law for
translerring, passing and conveying the estate, right, title and
interest of such husband and wife of, in, and to the lands, ten-
ements and hereditaments mentioned in the same, as if all
the requisites and particulars of such acknowledgment men-
tioned in the act, entitled an act for the better confirmation of
the estates ol persons holding or claiming under feme coverls,
and for establishing a mode by which husband and wife may
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herealter convey their estales, passed the twenty-fourth day
of February, one thousand seven hundred and seventy, were
particularly set forth in the certificate thereof, or appeared
upon the face of the same.

. Section 17. That John Heisely, of the borough of Wil-
i‘l’:‘“ﬂ:ﬁi‘i{liamsport, in Liycoming county, is hereby authorized to con-
bas{n on  struct a berm bank of the West Branch division ot the Penn-
Penn. canal. §¥1vania canal, along the premises, now in the occupancy of

said Heisley, in the borough aforesaid, and. shall have the
privilege of loading and unloading goods, wares and merchan-
dize on or from said wharf; Provided, the same shall not ia
any manner interfere with the free navigation of said canal,
- and that the Canal Commissioners assent thereto, previous to
the consiruction of the said wharf.
Administra-  SgcTron 18. That the administrators of the estate of Walter
tors of Walter ()fiver, late of Mercer county, deceased, be and they hereby
Sh‘."” ' Xe- ynthorized to make and execute deeds for all lands which the
ute certain . T .
deeds, said decedent in his life time contracted to coenvey, where
said contract was of such a nature as two be binding on the
estate, if proven in court, under the laws of this common-
wealth, aud the deeds so to be made shsll vest the same title
in the party holding such contract, his or their heirs, assigns,
as would or could be if said contracts had been proven in
court according to law.
WM. HOPKINS,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
W. T. ROGERS,
Speaker of the Senale.
Arerovep—The sixteenth day of April, one thousand eight
hundred and forty,

DAVID R. PORTER.

[(No. 147.]
AN ACT

To incorporate the Wesiern Hose Company of the City of Philadelphia,

Seorion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re-
presentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in Gen.
eral Assembly met, and if is hereby enacted by the aythority

Hoss compa- 0f the same: Thai all and every the persons who shall, at the
ny established time of passing this act, be members of 1he association cailed
the ** The Western Hose Company, of the city of Philadel-
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