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[No. 29.]
AN ACT

To provide for the erection of a house for the employment and support of
the Poor, in the county of Lycoming.

Secrion 1. Be if enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the Commonicealth of Pennsylvunia in Gen-

eral Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority .,

of the same, That Joseph Grafius, {tinner} Charles Lloyd, Commis'se.
Edward G. Lyon, Nicholas Funston, John Bennett, jr., Wil-

liam Piatt, jr., George Crane, Samuel Stewart, Benjamin

Tomb, William Cox Ellis, John Thomas, William A. Petri-

kin, John H. Cowden, and Abraham Updegraff, be and they

are hereby appeinted commissioners, whose duty it shall be, Duty to pur-
or a majority of them, on or before the first day of Auguss, ':htm&"’“l e
Amno Domini one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, to B8 &t
determine upon and purchase such real estate as they shall

deem necessary for the accommodation of the poor of Lyecom-

ing county. And it shall be lawful for said commissioners, or

a majority of them, to take conveyances therefor in the name

and for the use of the corporation mentioned i the third see- gonity pro-

. s e . h h 'y pro
tion of this act; and they shall certify their proceedings therein ceadings 10
under their hands and seals, to the clerk of the court of quarier quarterses’ns,
sessions of Lycoming county, to be filed in his offiec; and at

the next general election thereafter, the qualified electors shall

elect three reputable citizens of the said county, to be directors Election of
of the poor and of the house of employment, for the county of directors.,
Lycoming, for the ensuing year; and the judges of the election

of said county, shall immediately, on receiving the returns from

the several election distriets, and casling up the number of

votes therein, or within three days thereafter certify under

their hands and seals, the names of the persons so elected di-

rectors, to the clerk of the court of quarter sessions, of the said

county, who shall file the said certifieate in his office, and forth-

with give notice in writing to the said directors, of their being

elected; and the said directors shall meet at the eourt house, Meeting and
in the said county, en the first Monday of November next classfication.
ensuing their election, and divide themselves by lot into three

classes: the place of the first to be vacated at the expiration of

the first year, of the second at the expiration of the second

vear, and of the third at the expiration of the third year; o

that those who shall be chosen after the first election, in

the mode abeve described, may serve for the term of three

years, and one may be chosen annually thereafter,



48 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

Section 2. The directors elected in manner aforesaid, or ap-
pointed as directed by the eleventh section of this act, shall
within ten days after being notified of such election or appoint-
ment, and before entering upen the dutics of said office, take
and subscribe an oath or affirmation, which any justice of the
peace of the said county is hereby authorized to adminisier,
that he will discharge the duties of the office of director of the
poor for the sald county, truly, faithfully and impartially, to
the best of his knowledge and ability; and in ease of negleet

Penalty on  or refusal to take the said oath or afifirmation within the time

neglect o Yé-qafgregaid, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars, for

fusal to t;‘f’ the use of the poor of said county; which fine shall be recov- -

cath of office. o red by the directors for the time being. as debis of similar

amount are by law recoverable; and the directors qualified as

. aforesaid, are hereby aunthorized to administer oaths or affirma-

tions in any case when it shall be necessary in the discharge
of the duties of their office.

Secrion 3. The said divectors shall forever hercafter, in
name and in fact, be one body politic and corporate in law, to.
all intents and purposes whatsoever, relative to the poor of the
county of Lycoming, and shall have perpetual suceession, and
may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, by the name,
style and title of the directors of the poor and of the house of
employment for the county of Lycoming, and by that name
shall and may receive, take, and hokl any lands, tenements,
and hereditaments, not exceding the yearly value of ten thou-
sand dollars; and any goods and chattles whatsoever, of the
Privileges.  gift, alienation or bequest of any person or persons whatsoey-

er, to purchase, take and hold any lands and tenements in fee

gimple or otherwise, and erect suitable buildings for the recep-

tion, use and accommodation of the poor of said county, to pro-

vide all things nccessary for the lodging, mainienance and em-

ployment of said poor; to appoint a treasurer annually, who

Treasurer to shall give bond, with fult and sufficient surety, for the faith-
give bond.  fi5} discharge of the duties of his ofliee ; and at the expiration
thereof, for the payment and delivery over to his successor

in office, of all moneys, bonds, notes, book accounts, and

other papers to the said corporation belonging, which shall

then be remaining in his hands, custody and possession; and

satd directors shall have power to employ, and at pleasare re-

. move, a steward or stewards, matron or matrons, physieian or

Power °€):dld' physicians, surgeon or surgeons, and all other attendants that
:;:‘to;pt;m:‘r:i_ may be necessary for the said poor respectively, to bind out
apprentices so that such apprenticeship may expire, if males,

Incorporation

Name.

'?:;m of ser-at or before the age of twenty-one years; if females, at or be-
vice, fore the age of eighieen years, such poor children as shall

come under their notice, or as may be bound apprentices by
Provise, the overseers of the poor: FProvided, That no child may be

bound at a greater distance than slxty miles from the poor
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house; and the said directors shall exercise and enjoy all such
other powers now vested in the overseers of the poor, as are
not herein granted or supplied; and the said directors are here-
by empowered to use one common seal in all business relating Seal.
1o the said corporation, and the same at their pleasure to alter
and renew,
Secrion 4. The said directors as soon as may be after their .
election and organization as aforeszid, shall make an estimate To estimate
of the probable expense of purchasing the lands and building, “*P*"%-
or erecting the necessary bulding or buillings, and furnishing
the same, and maintaining the poor within the said county for
one year; whereupon the county commissioners of the said
«county shatl, and they are hereby authorized and reguired, to
inerease the county tax one-fourth part of the sum necessary
for the purpose aforesaid, and shall procure on loan on the Lean
credit of the taxes herein directed to be levied, the remaining
three-fourths thereof, to be paid in instalments with interest,
out of the county taxes: Provided alivays, That if such 1oan Provisoifioan
<annot be made, the whole amount of the sum necessary for cannot be
the purpose aforesaid, or such part thereof as may be deemed made,
proper, shall immediately be added to the county tax, to be
paid by the county treasurer to the directors aforesaid, on or-
ders drawn in their favor by the county cominissioners, as the
same may be found necessury. :
Hecr:on 5. It shall be the duty of the said directors, on or Directors 40
‘before the first day of November in each year, to furnish the firnish com.
«ommissioners of said county with an estimate of the probable ::::u?; lwe:l:':-
cxpense of The poor and poar house for one year; and it shall mate,
be the duty of said commissioners to assess and cause to be
wolleeted the amount of said estimate, which shall be paid to
said directors by the county treasurer, on warranis drawn in
their favor by the eounty commissioners, as the same nay be
found necessary; and ihe said directors shall at least once in
every year, render an account of all moneys by them recetved Settle with
and expended, to the cuditors appointed to audit and setile the auditors.
county accounts, subject to the same penalties, rules, and regu-
lations as are by law directed respecting the accounts of the
county commissioners, and shall at least once in every year,
lay before the eourl of quarler sessions and grand jury of said
eounty, a list of the number, ages and sex of the persons main-
tained awd employed in the said house of employment, or sup-
,ported or assisted by them clsewhere, and of the children by

them beund out to apprenticeship as aforesaid, with the names

of their masters or mistresses, and their trade, cecupation or

<alling ; and shall at all times when thereunto required, submit

to the inspection and free examination of such visiters as shall Inspection, by
_from time to time be appointed by the court of quarter sessions visiters.

of the said county, all their booksand accounts, together with the

rents, interests and moneys payable and receivable by the said

4

Commis'ra to
increase eo,
tax,
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corporation, and also an account of all sales, purchases, dorna-
tiong, devises and bequests, as shall have been made by-or ti
them, o

Srcrion 6. As soon az the said buildings shall have beén

Paupers how grected or purchased, and all necessary accommodations pro-

:ﬁgﬁé‘:‘ vided therein, notices shall be sent signed by any two of the

erccted,  Suid direetors lo the overseers of the several ownships of e

said county of Lycoming, requiring them forthwith to bring the

poor of their respective townships to said house of employment,

which order, the overseers are hereby enjoined and required

to comply with, or otherwise to forfeit the costs of all future

maintenance except in esses when by sickness or any other

sufficient cause, any poor person cannot be removed, in whick

case the said overseers shall represent the same to the nearest

justice of the peace, who being satisfied of the truth thereof,

shall certify the same te the said directors, and at the same time,

issue an order under his hand and seal to the said overseers,

_ direeting them to main:ain such poor untl sach time, as he or

she may be in a situation to be removed, and then convey the

gaid pauper, and deliver him or her to the steward or keeper

Certai of the said house of employment, together with the said order,
ain ox- -

penses how and the charge and expense of such temporary relief and of

paid- such removal shall be paid by the said directors. )

Secrion 7. The said dircctors shail from time to timereceive,

provide for and employ according to the true intent and mean-

Whoare en- ing of this act, all such poor and indigent persons, as shall be

;‘“"d to relief gntitled to relief or shall have gained a legal settlament in said

o granted: oounty of Lycoming, and shall be sent there by an order or war-

rant for that purpose under the hands and seals of any two jus-

tices of the peace, directed 1o any consiable of the said county

or to the overseers of the proper township in any other county

of this commonwesalth and the said directors are hereby antho-

Outdoor relicfTized when they shall deem it proper and eonvenient to doso to

permit any person or persons to be maintained elsewhere: Pro-

Provisio. vided, The expense of their maintenance does not, in any case,
exceed that for which they could he mainiained at ithe sald poor
house,

Powers ofdi- Szerion 8. The said directors or any two of them, wha

rectors, shall be a quorum in all cases io do business, shall have full

Rulea. power to make and ordain such ordinances, rules and regula-

tions 2s they shall think proper, convenient and necessary for

the direction, government and support of the poor and house of

Revenue.  employment aforesaid, and the revenues thereunto belonging,
and of all such persons, as shall come under their cognizanee:

Provisio, Provided, The same be not repugnant to this law or any of the
3 other laws of this state or of the United States. And provi-

2 Provisio.  ded w.lso, That the same shall not have any force or effect unti}
they shall have been submitted to the court of common pleas
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for the time being of the county of Lycommg, and shall have
received the approbation of the same..
Storron 9. A quorem of said directors-shall and they are Monthly mee-

~hereby enjeined and required to meet at the said house of em- ""“g of diree-
ployment at least once in every monih, and visit the apartments

and see that the poor are comfortablv supported, and hear all
complzints, and redress or cause to be redressed, all grievances

that may happen by the neglect or mzsconduct of any person

or persons in their employment or otherwise.

Seerion 10. The said directors shall, each of them, receive
for their services annually the sum of ['orty dollars, to defray Compensat'n
the expenses of their necessary attendance on the duties of
‘their office.
Sgeron 11, In ease of any vacancy by death, resignation Vucancier.
or otherwise of the said directors, the remaining directors shall
fill such vacaney by the appointment of a citizen of the county,
under the same penalty as is provided by the third section of
this act, to serve until the next general election, when another
director shall be elected to serve the remainder of the term.
Section 12. All claims and demands existing at the time of
this aet being carried into effect, shall have {ull force and effect
as if this act had not passed, and when the same may have been
duly adjusted and settled, all moneys remaining in the hands of
the overseers as well a3 the uncollocted taxes levied for the sup- Duties of
port of the poor in the several townships in said county, shall be 0Versesrs, re-
paid over to the supervisors of the highways of their respective Intive to tax,
townships, to be by them applied towards repairing the roads.
Szerrov 13. As soon as the poor of said.county shall have
‘been removed to the house of employment, and the outstanding e 0
taxes collected and paid over, the office of the overseer of the . 1olislva.
poor within the said county, shall from henceforih be abolished.
Secrron 14. The power conferred, and the duties imposed
on the overseers of the poor in and by an act to empower the
overseers and guardians of the poor of the several townships
within this commonweaslth to recover certain fines, penalties and
ferfeitures, and for other purposes, are hereby conferred and Trensfer of
imposed on the supervisors of the highways in the said county, fcﬂam duties
and the justices of the peace and sheriff, within the said county, @ superviaor
are hereby required and enjoined to pay to the supervisors, to
be by them applied to the repair of the highways the aforesaid
fines, forfeitures and penalties within the time and manner pre-
seribed by the said act for the payment thereof in other coun-
ties, to the overseers of the poor, and to give notice of the re-
ceipt thereof, 1o the said supervisors within the time and in the
manner aforesaid, and that for any neglect orrefusal to perform
any of the dunes enjoined on them by the said act, the said
justices of the peace and sheriff in the said county shall be sub-
Jeet to all fines, penalties and forfeitures to which the jusfices
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and sheriffs, in other counties, by the said act, are subject or
- liable.

Co.coms. to  Sgerron 15. The commissioners of the said county are here-

defray ex- by authorized and empowered to pay to the persons who are

E‘i’:::r::“ 4 @eppointed commissioners by the first section of this act, the ex-

‘compensate  PENSeS incurred by them in the performance of their duty, and

directors, also to pay to each of the said directors a reasonable eompensa-
tion for their services during the term they are employed in
erecting any building or buildings aforesrid: Provided, That
the same shall not, including the annual sur allowed them by
this act, exceed fifty dollars for any one year.

Tepealing Secrron 18, So much of the laws of this commonwealth

clause. relating to the poor, as are, by this act, altered or supplied, be
and the same are hereby repealed so far asthey affeet the coun-

o ty of Lycoming.
Steriff to no- * Sperion 17. The sheriff of the said county shall, in due
tily comr's of o0 hotify the said commissioners of their appointment, and

:gigtflppomt' when and where they shall meet for entering upon the duties

- assigned by this act, which place of mceting shall be a8 near
"the centre of the county as possible,
Citizens to SecTion 18, Forthe purpose of ascertaining the sense of the

vote for" or citizens of Lycoming county, ag to the expedicney of crecting a
«against” a8 poor house, it shall be ihe duty of each of the inspectors for the
poor bouse.  geveral fpwnships and boronghs at the next general election to
receive tickets, either written or printed, from the qualified voters
thereof, labelled on the outside poor house, and in the inside
for a poor house, or against a poor house; and if it shall appear
upon casting up the votes in the different distriets at the eourt
house on the same day that other returns are made out, that &
majority of those who voted, are for a poor house, then the
foregoing aet to take effect, but if a majority of votes are found
to be against a peor house, the foregoing act shall be and the
same i8 hereby declared nuil and void.
Bheriffiopub-  SkroTion 19. And the sherill of Lyeoming county shall canse
lish 18th sec. to be published, the eighteenth section of this actin all thenews-
of this act.©  papers printed in said county, at least six weeks previousto the
uext general election, the éxpenses of which shall be paid out ©
of the county {reasury,
NER MIDDLESWARTH,
~ Speaker of the House of Represeniatives, pre lem,
) CHARLES B. PENROSE,
Speaker of the Senafe.
Arprovep—This twenty-seventh day of February, A. D.
sighteen hundred aund forty one.
DAVID R. PORTER,
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