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[No. 66.]
AN ACT

T'a provide for the erection £ a House for the Employment and Support
of the Puor of the county of Bedivrd.

Sgerion 1. Be if enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
rescrfatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsyloania in Gens
eral Assembly met, aird it is hereby enacted by the authority
of the same, That Job Mann, Peer Schell, George
Geller, John T. Vickroy, Abrakam Bennet, Joseph Bark-
man, John Nichum, Simon Stuckey, junior, John I, Davis,
Thomas Morton, junivr, John IE. Knable, Esquire, Henry
Hoke, Benjamin Wollet, James Dixon, George B. Kay,
Martin Loy, John Fickes, and Thomas [lackburne, of
‘Thomas, be and hereby are appointed ecominissioners,
whose duty it shall be, or a majority of them, on or
before the first day of January, Anno Domini eighteen
hundred and forty-twe, to determine wupon and purchass
Their duties such real estate us they shall deem necessary for the ac-

commotation of the poor of Bedford rounty, aud it shall be
lawful for said conimissioners or a majority of them, to take
conveyances tharefor in the name and for the use of the cor-
poration mentioned in the third section of this aet, and they
Tocenify  shall certily their proceedings therein uwnder their hands and
their proceed- seals to the clerk of the court of guarter sessions of Bedford
mgs toeourt oonty, to he filed in his office; and at the next genersl elec-
of gr. sessions 1. the qualified electors shall eleet three reputable citizens of
Election of the said county, to be directors of the poor and of the house
Jirectors and ©f employment for the county of Bedford for the ensuing year;
procecdings  and the judges of the election of sail county, shall immediate-
thereon 1y on receiving the returns from the several election districts,
andd casting up the number of votes therein, or within threc
days thereafier, certify under their hands and seals the names
of the persons s¢ elecied directors, to the elerk of the eourt of
quarter sessions of the said county, whoshall file the said certi-
ficate in his office, and forthwith give netice in writing to the
gaid directors of their being elected; and the said directors shall
meet at the court house in the said county, on the first Mon-
day of November next ensuing their election. and divide them-
Classification selves by lot into three classes, the place of the first to he va-
of directors  cqped at the expiration of the first year, of the second at the
expiration of the second year, of the third at the expirativn of
the third year, so that those who shall be chosen afier the first
election, and in the mode above described may serve [or three
years, and one third may be chosen annually.

Commis'rs
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Storion 2. Every director elected in the manner aforesaid,
or appointed as is direcled by the eleventh section of this act,
shall within ten days after he is notified of such election or
appointment, and before he enters upon the duties of the said
office 1ake an oath or affirmation, which any justice of the Direstors to
peace of the said county 15 hereby authorized to administer, be sworn
that he will discharge the daties of the office of director of the
poor for the said county, truly, faihfully, and impartially, to
the best of his knowledge and ability; and in ease of neglect or Penalty in
refusal 40 take the said oath or affirmation within the time caseofrefusal
aforesaid, he shall forfert and pay the sum of ten dollars for
the use of the poor of said county, which fine shall be recov-
ered by the directors for ihe time being ag debts are or shall
be by law recoverable; and the directors qualified as aforesaid,
are hereby authorized to administer an oath or affirmation in
any ease when it shall be necessary in relation to the duties of
their office. : .

Steriox 3. The said directors shall foreyer hereafter, 10 13 ecrora cre
name and in fact be one body pelitic and corporaie in Jaw 0 yed » body
all intents aid purposes whatsocver, relative to the poor of polilic
the comnty of Bedford, and shall have perpetnal succession,
and may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded by the
name, style and title of the directors of the poor and of the
house of employment for the county of Bedford, and by that
name, shall and may reeeive, take and hold any lands, tene-
ments and hereditaments not exceeding the yearly value of
five thousand dollars, and any goods and chattles whatsoever,
of the gift, alienation or bequest of any person or persons
whatsoever, to purchase, take and hold any lands and tene- May hold
ments within their county, in fee simple or otherwise, and lands &e
ercei suitable buildings for the reception, use and accommoda-
tion of the poor of said county, to provide all things necessary
for the lodging, maintenance and employment of said poor, to
appoint a treasurer annually, who shall give bond with full To appoint a
and sufficicnt surety for the faithful discharge of the duties of treasurer
his office, and at the expiration thereof for the payment and
delivery over to his successor in office, of all moneys, notes,
bonds, book aecounts, and other papars to the said corpora-
tion belonging, which shall then be remuaining in his hands,
custody and possession, and said director shall have power to
employ and at pleasure remove a sleward or stewards, matron Power to ap-
or matrons, physician or physician, surgeon or surgeons, and point and re-
all other attendants that may be necessary for the =ard poor re- move atew'da
spectively; to bind out apprentices, so that such apprenticeship
may expire, if males, at or before the age of {wenty-one years, if
females, at or before the age of eighteen years: Provided, Froviso
That no ehild shall be bound out for a longer tifne than until
he arrives 1o the age of eighteen vears, unless he be bound out
to a trade other than a farmer: Aad provided, In all cases the 2d proviso
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person to whom they are bound, be required to give the child
3d provise  at least three months schooling in each vear: Provided olso,
That no child shall be bound without the Jimits of the State,
or at a greater distance than fifty miles from the poor house,
And the said directors shall exercise and enjoy all such other
powers now vested in the overseers of the poor as are not
herein granted or supplied; and the said directors are hereby
empowered to use one commnon seal in all businers relating to
the gaid corporation, and the same at their pleasure to alter and
renew. ’
Dircctors to Secrion 4. That said directors as soon as may be after
estimatecx- their electior, and organizatiou as aforesaid, shall make an
penses of  estimalte of the probable expense of purchasing the lands and
buildings &¢ Byildings, of ereciing the necessary building or buildings, and
furnishing the same and maintaining the poor within the said
county for one year, wherenpon the county commissioners of
the said county, shall and they are hereby authorized and re-
Tax—relative quired to increase the county tax by one fourth part of the sum
to necessary for the purpose aforesaid, and shall procure on loan,
on eredit, of the taxes herein directed to be levied, the remain-
ing three-fourths thereof to be paid in instalements with inter-
Proviso est out of the county taxas: Provided alivgys, That if such
loan cannot be made the whole amount of the sum necessary
for the purpose aforesaid, or such part thereof as may be
deemed proper, shall immediately be added to the county tax
to be paid by the county treasurer to the directors aforesaid,
on orders drawn in their favor by the county commissioners
as the same may be found necessary.
Directors to Section 5. It shall be the duty of the said directors on or
estimate ex- Defore the first day of November in each and every year 10
pense of poar furnish the ecommissioners of smd county with an estimate of
4 poor house 41,6 probable expense of the poor and poor house for one year,
for one year ;4 it shall be the duty of said commissioners to assess and
cause to be collected the amount of said estimate, which shall
To he paid by be paid to said directors by the county treasurer, on warrants
treasyrer. drawn in their favor by the county commissioners, as the same
may be found necessary, and the said directors shall at least
once in every vear, render 2n account of all moneys by them
. received and expended, to the aaditors appoinied to audit and
g::y of audi- seile the county aceounts subject to the samc penalties, rules
and regulations as are by law directed respecting the accounts
of the county commissioners, and shall at least onee in every
vear lay before the court of quarter sessions and grand jury of
said county, a list of the number, sges and sex of the persons
maintained and employed in the said house of employment, or
supported or assisted by them elsewhere, and of the children
by them bound out to appreniiceship as aforesaid, with the
names of their masters or mistresses, and their trade, ocenps-
tion or calling, and shall at all times, when thereunto required,
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suhmit to the inspection and free exawination of such visitors, :
as shall from time to time be appointed by the court of quar-
ter sessions of the said county, all their books and accounts,
together with the rents, interests and moneys payable and
receivable by the said corporation, and also an aceount of all
sales, purchases, donations, devises and bequests, as shall
have been made by or to them.
Serriox 6. As soon as ihe said buildings shall have been
erected or purchased, and all necessary accommaodations pro-

- vided therein, notices shall be sent, signed by any two of the Notice 10
said directors to the overseers of the several townships of the overseer of
said county of Bedford, requiring them forthwith to bring the townships
poor of their respective townships to said house of employ-
ment, which order the overseers are hereby enjoined and re- Duty of over-
quired to comply with, or otherwise to forfeit the costs of all secrs
future maintenance, except in cases when by sickness or any
other sufficient cause, any poor person cannot be removed, in
which case the said overscers shall represent the same to the
ncarest justice of the peace, who being satisfied of the truth Duty of jus-
thereof, shall certify the same to the said directors, and at the tice of peace
same time issue an order under his hand and seal to the said
overseers, directing them to maintain such poor until such
times as he or she may be in a situation to be removed, and
then to convey the said pauper and deliver him or her to the
steward or keeper of the said house of employment, together
with the said order, and the charge and expense of such tem-
porary relief and of such removal ghall be paid by the aaid
directors at a reasonable allowance. o

Secriox 7. The said directors shall from time to time re- Dircetors to
ceive, provide for and employ according to the true intent and provide for &
meaning of this act, alt such poor and indigent persous as shall €Mploy  poor
be entitled to relief, or shall have gained a legal setlement in ™
said county of Bedford, and shall be sent there by an crder or
warrant for that purpose, under the hands and seals of any two
justices of the peace directed to any constable of the said coun-
ty of Bedford, or to the overseers of the proper township in
any other county of this commonwealth, and the said directors
are liereby authorized, when they shall deem’ it proper and
eonvenient to do so, to permit any poor person or persens to
be maintained elsewhere: Provided, The expense of their Provivo
maintenanece does not in any case exceed that for avhich they
could be maintained at the poor house of the said county of
Bedford.

Srcriox B. The, said directors or any two of them, who
shall be a guorum, in all cases to do business, shall have full Querum
power to make andordain such ordinances, rules and regula-
tions a3 they shail*think proper, convenient and necessary for
the direction, government and support of the poor and house
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of employment aforesaid, and of the revenues theresnio belong-
ing, and of all such persons as shall come vnder their cogni-
zance : Provided, The same be not repugnant to this law or
any of the other laws of this State or of the United States:
And provided ulso, Uhat the same shall not have any force
or effect until they shall have beer submitted to the court of
commeon pleas for the time being of the county of Bedford,
and shall have received the approbation of the same.
Secimon 9. A quorum of said directors shall, and they are

to meet and hereby enjoined and required to meet at the said house of em-

visit poor
house

Pay

Vacancies

Money and
taxes to be
paid over to
supervisors

ployment at least onee in every month, and visit the apart-
ments and see that the poor are confortably supporied, and
hear all complaints, and redress or cause to be redressed, all
grievances that may happen by the neglect or misconduct of
any person or persons in their employment or otherwise.

Secrron 10. The said divectors shall each of them receive
for their services annually the sum of twenty dollars to defray
the expenses of their necessary attendance on the duties of
their office.

Secmion 11, In case of any vacancy by death, resignation,
or otherwise, of any of the said directors, the remaining direc-
tors shall fill such vacancy by the appointment of a citizen of
their county under the same penalty as is provided by the
third section of this act, to serve until the next general elec-
tion, when another director shall be elected to zerve as if no
sueh vacancy had happened.

Secrron 12. All claims and demands existing at the time of
this act, being carried into effect shall have full force and ef-
fect as if this act had net passed, and when the same may have
been duly adjusted and settled, all nioneys remaining in the
hands of the overseers, as well as the uncollected taxes levied
for the support of the poor in the seversl townships in the
county of Bedford, shall he paid over to the supervisors of the
highways of their respective townships to be by them applied
towards repairing the roads therein,

Sucrion 13. As soon as the poor of the connty of Bedfurd,
shall have been removed 1o the honse of ewployment of the
said eounty, and the outstanding taxes collected and paid over

Office of over- the office of overseer of the poor within the said couaty, shall
scer abolished from lieneelorth be abolished,

Power of
overseeTs
transferrcd to
supervisors

Brorion 14, The powers conférred, and the duties imposed
on tlie overscers of the poor, in and by an act 16 empower the
overscers and guardians of the poor of the several townships
within this Commonwealth, to recover certain fines, penalties,
and forfeitures, and for other purposes, are hereby conferred and
imposed on the supervisors of the highways in the said county
of Bedford, and that the justices of the peace, and sheriff, with-
in the said county, are hereby required and enjoined to pay to
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the said supervisors to be by them applied to the repair of the Their duty
highways, the aforesaid fines, forfeitures and penalties within
the time, and in the manner prescribed by the said act for the
pavment tkereof in othér counties te the overseers of the poor,
and to give notice of the receipt thereof to the said supervisors
within the time and in the manuer aforesaid, and that for any
neglect or refascl to perform any of the duties enjoined on
them by the said act, the siid justices of the peace and sheriff
tn the szid cownty shall be subject to all fines, penalties and
Yorfeitures to which the justices and sheriffs in other counties
by the said act are subject or liable.

Secrion 15. The commissioners of said eonnty are hereby Duty of coun-
authorized and empowered to pay to the persons who are ap-ty commis're
pointed commissioners by the first section of this aet, the ex-
penses incurred by them in the performance of their duty, and
also to pay to eack of the said directors a reasonable compen-
sation for their services daring the term they are employod in
erecting any building or buildings aforesaid : Provided, 'l he Provieo
same shall not, including the annual sum allowed them by
this act, exceed fifty dollars for any one vear,

Srerion 16. So much of the laws of this commonwealth Repealing
relating to the poor, as are by this act altered or supplied, beand clavse
the same arc hereby repealed, so far as they effect the county
of Bedford.

Seemox 17, That the sheriff of the satd county shall in Duty of shee
due time notify the said coMmissioners of their appointment, HF
and when and where they shall meet for entering upon the du-
ties assigned them by this act, which place of meeting shall
be as near the centre of the county as possible.

SecTion 18. For the purpose of aseertaining the sense of
the citizens of Bedford county as to the expedicney of erect-
ing a poor house, it shall be the duty of each of the inspectors
for the several townships and boroughs at the next general
election te receive tickets, either written or printed, from the Citizens to
qualified voters thereof, fabelled on the outside, ““poor house,” vote for or
and in the inside, “for a poor house,” or ‘against a poor 232INSt Joor
liouse,” and if it shall appear upon casting up the votes in the "°°*°
different districts at the court house, on the same day that
other returns are made out, that 2 majority of those who voted
are for a poor house, then the foregoing act to take effect, but
if 2 majority of votes are found to be against a poor house, the
foregoing act to he and the same is hereby null and void,

Section 19. And the sheriff of Bedford county shall cause Notice to be
to be published the eighteenth section of this act in all the given by
newspapers printed in said county, at least six weeks previoug sheriff

o
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to the next general election, the expenses of whieh to be paid
out of the county treasury.
WM. A. CRABB,
Zpeaker of the House Representatives.
JN. H. EWING,
Speaker of the Sennte.
AprrovEp—The thirty-first day of Mareh, one thousand
eight hundred and forty-ene,
DAVID R. PORTER.

[No, 67.]
AN ACT ,
Fo incorporato the Mutual Firs Insutanee Company, of Montzomery
county.

Seeriox 1. Be il enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the Commonwealil of Peansylvania in Gen-
eral Assembly met, and it is heveby enacted by the authority
of the seme, That Willlam Earnest, William H. Dewees.
John Styer, Peter Colchower, Edward Foulke, Isainh Lukens,
Tsaac Burk, Willliam Barton, Jasob Fisher, Frederick W,
Hoover, David Jones, Jesse Barns and Lukens Paul, and such
other persons as are or may be associated with them, under
the autherity of this set, being citizens of Monigomery county,
their successors or assigns, are hereby made 2 corporation, by
the name of the Mutnal Fire Insurance eompany of Mont-
gomery gounty, and they and their successers are hereby made
a body politie and eorporate in law, with 21l the legal incidents
of a corporation aggregate: Provided, That they shall not
have power to hold a greater amount of real estate, than is
necessary for the use of the eorperation, in the transaction of
the business thereof, or such as shall be taken in secority for,
or in payment of, debig; nor shall the yearly income thercof
excecd two thousand doflars; noer shali any by-laws be repug-
nant to this instrument, the constitution of the United States,
or this Commonwealth.

Srerron 2. The power of this association thall be vested
in thirteen managers, to be chosen by ballot annually, on the
first Monday of November, at an annual meeting of the com-
pany to he held, and each member beig emtided to one vote.

Sectron 3. Each insurer in or with said company, shall be
{1 member thereof during the term of his or her policy, and ne
onger.
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