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railroad aforesaid shall be completed, the company shall render

Decennisl re- 4o the general assembly, a like abstract for three preceding

port to legis- vears, and if at the end of such decennial period, it shall

lature appear [rom such abstract, that the clear yearly profits and

income of the said company shall hear a dividend of more

' than fifteen per cent. per annum, then the said tolls shall be

lessened by an accurate ratio as will redaee the said dividend

to fifteen per centom per annum ; but thege abstracts, and the

graduation of the tolls, are to be made in reference to the

bridge and railroad immediately connected thevewith, that is,

that part embraced within the bridge, and no reference is to be

had to the mining of coal, or transporiing the same to market,
or to the profits or losses pertaining thereto.

“geTion 15. That if the company shall not proeeed to
carry on the said work of ereeting the said bridge, within the
space of four years, after they shail bave been incorporated, oy
shall not within the space of ten years, from the passing of
this act, complete the said bridge, it shall and may be lawful
for the legislature to resume all and singular the rights, liber-
ties and privileges hereby granted to the said company, and in
the meantime, alter, amend or extend the act of Incorporation
at any time when the legislatore may deem the exercise of
such power just and proper.

WM. A. CRABB,

Speaker of the House of Representatives,
JN. H. EWING.
' Speaker of the Senafe.
ArprovEp—The twenty-socond day of April, one thousand
eight hundred and forty-one.

Cominence-
ment & com-
pletion limited

DAYID R. PORTER.

[No. 205.]
AN ACT

To provide for the evection of + House for the Employment and Support”
of the Poor, in the county of Allegheny,

Sgerion 1. Beil enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the Commonwealih of Pennsylvenia in Gen-
eral Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authorily
?" the same, That William Robinson, jr., William Hays,

Com’isci ohn Anderson, Robert Hilands, Francis karns, James Espy,
OIVISSIONeT? James Carter, Robert Wallace and David Shields, be and they

are hereby appoinied commissioners, whose duty 1t shall be, or
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that of a majority of them, if this act shall be approved as is

hereinafter provided, to determine upon and purchase a site for

the location of a house for the employment and support of the To purchase .
poor, in the county of Allegheny, and to take a conveyance orsite
conveyances therefor, in'the name and for the use of the corpo-
ration erected in and by this act; and they, or 2 majority of
them, shall certify their proceedings therein, under their hands
and seals, to the commissioners of said county, on or before
the first day of August, one thousand eight hundred and forty-
two, to be filed in their office ; and atthe next general election
thereafter, the inbabitants of said county, qualified to vote for
members of the legislature, shall elect three reputable citizens
of said county, to be directors of the poor and houge of em-
ployment, for Allegheny eounty, one of whom shall serve
three vears, oné of whom shall serve two years, and the other
one year ; and the citizens qualified to vote as aforesaid, shall,
at each succeeding general election, elect one person to serve
as director, for the period of three years, in room of him whose
term of office shall then expire; and the return judges of the
general election, shall, ai their meeting on the succeeding Fri-
day, cast up the number of voies, and certify under their hands
and seals, the names of the directors so chosen, to the com-
missioners of said county, who shal file the said certificate in
their office, and forthwith give notice to the said directors of
their election. And it shall be the duty of the sheriff of Alle-
gheny county, to give public notice of the time of holding the
election for the directors of the house of employment, at the
same time and in the same manner as he is required to do in
regard 1o other officers. And when the said directors shall
have been sworn into office, the duties and powers of the com-
missioners appointed by this act, shall cease and determine,
and said powers and duties shall devolve upon and be execu-
ted by said directors.

Section 2. Every director elected in manner aforsaid, ox
appointed as hereipafter directed, shall, within ten days after
he is notified of said election or appointment, and before he
enters on the duties of said office, take an oath or affirmation
before any justice of the peace of said county, who is hereby
authorized to administer the same, that he will discharge the
duties of director of the poor for said county, truly, faithfully,
and impartially, to the best of his knowledge and ability ; and
in case of neglect or refusal to take the said cath or affirmation )
within the time aforesaid, and perform the duties aforesaid, he pepqyry for
shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars, for the use of the pepluct or
poor of said eounty, which fine shall be recovered by the di- refusat
rectors for the time being, as debts of the same amount are or
shall be by law recoverable; and in casa of any vacancy by a
refusal 10 serve, or by death, resignation or otherwise, of any
of said directors, the commissioners of said eounty shall fill

Election of
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such vacancy, by the appointment of a citizen of their county,
under the same penalty as is provided as aforesaid, to serve
until the next general election, when another director shall be
elected 1o serve, as if no vacaney had happened.

Secrion 8. The said directors and their successors, shall
forever hereafter be one body politic and corporate in law, to
all intents and purposes whatsoever, relative to the poor of the
county of Allegheny, and shall have perpetual suceession, and
may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, by the name,
style, and title of *¢ the directors of the pear, and of the house
of employment, for the county of Allegheny,” and by that
name shall, and may receive, take, and hold any lands, tene-
ments, and hereditaments, not exceeding the yearly value -
of ten thousand dollars, and any goods and chattels whatscever,
of the gift, alienation, or bequest, of any person or persons
whatsoever, purchase, take, and hold, any lands and tene-
ments, within their county, in fee simple or otherwise, and
erect thereon suitable buildings, for. the reception, use, and
accommodation of the poor of said county; provide all things
necessary for the reception, lodging, maintenance, and employ-
ment of said poor, and appoint a treasurer annually, who shall
give bond with sufficient surety for the faithful discharge of
the duties of his office, and at the expiration thereof, that he
will well and truly, pay and deliver over to his successor in
office, all moneys, bonds, notes, books, accounts and other
papers, to the said corporation belonging, which shall then be
remaining in his hands, custody, and posseéssion, and the said
directors shall employ, and at pleasure remove a steward or
stewards, and require of him or them an oath or affirmation,’
and such security for the fhithful performance of his or
their duties, as they, the said directors shall deem expedient,
and shall appoint a matron or matrons, physician or physicians,
surgeon or surgeons, and all other attendants that may be ne-
cessary for the said poor respectively ; and, with the consent of
two justices of the peace, bind out as apprentices, so that such
apprenticeship may expire if males, at or before the age of
twenty-one years, if females at or before the age of eighteen
years, sich poor children as shall come under their care, and °
shall moreover exercise and enjoy all such powers as are now
vested in the overséers of the poor, and the said direciors are
hereby empowered to use one common seal, in all business
relating to the gaid corporation, and the same at their pleasure
to alier or renew.

SecTion 4. The said directors shall on or before the first
day of January, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundredtand

costof lands, forty-three, furnish to the county commissioners, an estimate
buildings. &e, of the probable expense of purchasing the lands, erecting the

necessary huilding or buildings, and furnishing the same, and
maintaining the poor within the said county for one year,
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whereapon the county commissioners of the said- county, shall

and they are hereby authorized and required to inerease the
county tax by one fourth part of the sum necessary for the
purpose aforesaid, and shall procure or loan on credit of the Loan
taxes herein directed to be levied, the remaining three fourths
thereof to be pald by instalments, with interest, ont of the
county taxes: Provided always, That if such loan cannot be
made, the whole amount of the sum necessary for the purpose
aforesaid, or such part thereol as may be deemed proper, shall
immediately be added to the county tax 1o be paid by the
county treasurer to the directors afuresaid, on orders drawn in
their favor, by the county commissioners as the same may be
found necessary.

Sectiox 5. It shall be the duty of the said directors on, or
before the first day of November, eighteen hundred and f'ort.y-f .

. .o urnish com-
three, and annually thereafter, to furnish the commissioners of pisioners
said county with an estimate of the probable expense of the with annuat
poorand poor house for one year thereafter, and it shall be the estimate
duty of said eommissioners to assess and cause to be collected
the amount of said estimate, which shall be paid to said directors
Iry the county treasurer, on warrants drawn in their favor by the
county commissionerss, as the same may be found necessary ;
and the said directors shall, at least once in every year, render an
account of all maneys by them received and expended, to the
auditors appointed to andit and settle the county accounts, snb-
jest to the sune penaliies, rules and reculations as are by law
provided respecting the aceounis of the county commissioners ;
and shall, at least onee in every year, lay before the court of
guarter sessions and grand jury of said county, a list of the gy o ow or
number, ages andsex of the persons maintained and employed paupers to
in the said house of employment, or supported or assi ted by court
them elsewhere, and of the children by them bound out 10
apprenticeship s aforesaid, with the names of their masters or
mistresses, and their trade, oceupation or calling, and shall at
all times, when thereunto required, submit to the inspeetion
and free examination of such visitors as shall from time to
time be appointed by the court of quarier sessions of the said
county, all their books and accounts, together with the rents,
interests and moneys payable and receivable by the said cor-
poration, and also an account of all sales, purchases, dona-
tions, devises and bequests which shall have been made by or
to them.

ZecTioN 6. As soon as the said buildings shall be erected,
and all necessary accommodations provided therein, notices
shall be sent, signed by any two of the said directors, to the
overseers of the severnl townships, wards and boroughs of the
soid county of Allegheny, requiring them forthwith to bring
the poor of their respective districts to the said house of em-
ployment, which order the said overseers are hersby enjoined
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and required to comply with or otherwise to forfeit the costs
of all future maintenance, except in cases where, by reason of
sickness or any other sufficient cause, any poor person catmot
he removed, in which case the said overseers shall represent
the same 10 the nearest justice of the peace, who, being satis-
fied of the truth thereof, shall certify the same to the said di-
rectors, and at the same time issue an order under his hand
and seal to the said overseers, divecting them to maintain such
poor person untik such time as he or she may be in a situation
to be removed, and then convey the suid pauper and deliver
him or her to the steward or keeper of the said house of em-
ploymett, together with the szid order, and the charge and
expense of such temporary refief and of such removal shail be
paid by the said directors, ai 5 reasonable aliowance,

Section 7. The said directors of the house of employment
shall, from time 1o time, receive, provide for and employ, ac-
cording to the true intent and meauing of this act, all suely
poor and indigent persons as shall be found, after due and
careful examination, to be entitled to relief, orshall hove gain-
ed s legal setilement in the county of Allegheny, and the said
directors sud their succeszors in office are hereby authorized
to administer the necessary oaths or aflirmations to paupers
or other persons, in the examimation into the place of their
fast leaal setdement, and to issue the necessary process tp
comntpel the attendance of witaesses; and in ease it shall appear
that any pauper thus examined shall neot be entitled to relief
in sald house of employment, and is unoble to provide for him
or herself, said directors shall cause such pauper to be re-
moved to the county or distriet in which he or she shall have
gained a legal settlement, or from which he or she shall be
cntitled to relief; and the cost of such removal and the neces-
sary temporary relief, shall be paid by the county or district
from which the said pauper shall be entitled to reticf, and the
said directors ar¢ herehy empowered to collect the same
agreeably to the act of ussembly made for the relief of the peor
in the several counties of this Commonwealth ; and that the
said directors are hereby empowered to discharge from the
said house of employment, in the county of Allegheny, cvery
pauper whom they shall deem to possess sufficient mental and
hodily ability to take eare of him oy herself, and to provide for
his or her naintemrance ; but such pauper so discharged may,
at any time thereafier, be re-admitted in the manner by this
act directed. Provided, He or she shall become infirm and
unable to provide for his or her own maintenance and support.

Secriox 8. The said directors, or any two of them, who
shall be a quorom in all cases to do business, shall have full

ower to make and ordain all suck erdinances, rules and regu-
ations as they shall think proper, convenient and necessary
for the direction, government and support of the poor and
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onse of emplovment aforesaid, and of the revenues thereuntoe
belonging, and ef all such persons as skall come under their
+cognizance. Provided, 'That the same be not repugnant to Proviso
this or any of the otker laws of this Stale or of the United

States. Jnd provided also, That the same shall not have any 3 provise
Force or effect until they shall have been submilted to the eourt
of gmarter sessions, for the time being, of the county of AR
legheny, and shall have received the approbation of the same.

SgcTion 9. A querum of said directors shall ard they are
%ereby enjeined and required to meet at the said house of em-
ployment at least onee in every month, and visit the apart-
inents, and see that the poor are comfortably supported, and
hear all complaints, and redress, or cause to be redressed, all
grievances that may happen from the neglect or misconduct of
any person or persous in their employment or atherwise.

Srcrion 10, "The said directors shall each receive one dol- Gompensaiy
iar per day for each and every day which he shall necessarily
spend in the performance of the dutics prescribed by this act.

Provided, 'That the same shall not amount to more than forly Provise
<lollars for the first year for each director, nor to niore than
thirty dollars each for every subsequent year.

Sgerion 11, The commiszioners of said county of Alle- Commission.
cheny are hereby directed to pay o each of the commission-eré to pay
ers named in the ficst section of this act, the sum of one dollar directors
per day for each and every day, which he shall necessarily
spend in performing the duties preseribed by the first section
of this act,

Srerroy 12. All claims and demands in relation to the poor v
3 N o - . . ; neollected
in the aforesaid couaty, exisiing at the time of this act being . - ™
earried into effect, shall continue to have like force as though pae ’d_isPOScd
4his act had not heen passed; and when the same shall have or
Been duly adjusted and settled, all moneys remaining in the
hands of the overseers as well as ihe uncollected taxes levied
for the support of the poor in the several wards, boroughs and
townships m said county of Allegheny shall be paid over to
the directars clected under this act, to b2 by them applied
towards the support of the poor and house of employment
aforesaid.

Scerion 13. As soon as the poor of Allegheny county shall Offtice of gver-
Be removed to the house of employment of the said county, seer abolished
and the outstanding debts and taxes collected and paid over,
the office of overseer of the poor within the said county, shall
from thenceforth be abolished.

Sgotion 14, The powers conferred and the duties imposed .

. cavds Daties trans-
on the everseers of the poor of the several wards, boroughs, fored to diveo
and iownships, by an act to empower the overseer and guar- [
dians of the poor of the geveral townships of this Common-
wealth, to recover certain fines, penalties and forfeitures, and
for other purposes, are hereby conferred and imposed on the

Monthly
meeting
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directors elected under this act, And the justices of the peace
and sheriff of said county, are hereby reguired and enjoined to
pay to said directors, to be by them applied to the support of
the poor and heuse of employment aforesaid, the aforessid
fines, forfeitures and penalties, within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by the-said act, for the payment thereof in other
gounties, to the overseers of the poor; and to give netiee of the
receipt thereof to the said directors, within the time and in the-
manner aforesaid ;- and for any negleet or refusal to perferm any-
of the-duties enjoined on them by the said act, the said justices
of the peace and sheriff of said eounty, shall be subjest to al¥
fines, penalties and forfeitures, to which justices amd sheriffs
it other counties, by the said act, are subjeet or liable.
Szeriow 15. For the purpese of aseertzining the sense of

vate ifor” and the citizens of Allegheny county, as to the expediency of
ngninst a erecting a poor house, it shall be the duty of eaeh of the in-
poor house” specinrs for the several wards, townships and boroughs, at the

Duty of co

commission’rs

KRepeal

nexi general election, to receive tickets, either written or prin-
ted, from the qualified voters thereof, lsbelled on the outside
s poor house,” and in the inside “for a poor house” or
“against a poor house;” and if it shalt appear, upon easting
up the votes in the different districts, at the court house, on the
same day that other returns are made out, that a majority of
those who voled are for a poer house, then the foregoing ace
to take eflect, but if a majority of the votes are found to be
against a poor house, the foregoing aet to be and the same 1s
hereby declared null and void.  And the sheriff of said ecounty,
shall cause this seetion thereof to be publizshed'tn all the news-
papers printed in said county, at least six weeks previous to
the next general election; the expenses of which publication,
shall be poid out of the county treasury.

Seerox 18, The commissioners of the salld county, are
hereby authorized and required, to cause this act to be published
in not less than three of the public newspapers of the-city of
Pittsburg, on or hefore the first of September next.

Secriox 17. 8o much of the laws of this Commonwealth,
relating to the poor, as are by this aet altered or supplied, be
and the same are hereby repealed, so far as they effeet the
county of Allegheny.

WM. A. CRABB,
Spealer af the House of Eepresentolives.
JN. H. EWING,
Speaker of the Senate.

Arrrovep—The twenty-second day of April, one thousand

eight hundsed and forty-one.

DAVID R. PORTER.
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