OF THE SESSION OF 1849.

No. 336.
AN ACTY
To incorporate the Lancaster gas company,

Secrion L. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
met, and il is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That
John F. Steinman, Robert Moderwell, Christian Kuffer, John F. Long,
doetor John Miller, William Kirkparrick, John S. Gable, John Wise,
doctor Samuel Humes, John N. Lane, David Longenaker, Christian
Bachman, David Cockly, John Christ, Alexander I.. Hays, esquire,
John Reynolds, doctor E. Parry, Charles Hager, of Lancaster county,
or apy five of them are hereby appointed commissioners to do and per-
form the several things hereinafier mentioned, thatis to say : They shal
procure a suitable baok, and therein enter as follows: ¢ We whose
names are hereunto subscribed, do promise to pay to the president and
managers of the Lancasier gas company, the sum of twenty-five dollars
for every share of stock set opposite 10 our respeetive names, in such
manneér and proportions, and at.soch times as shall be determined by
the president and managers of the said company, in porswance of an act
of the, general assembly of the' commonwealth Pennsylvania, entitled
“An Act to incorporate the Lancaster gas company.” Witness our
hands this ¢ day of in the vear eighteen
hundred and forly-nine ;” and shall thereupon give notice in two news-
papers published in the county of Lancaster, for two weeks at least, of
the tine and place, when and where the said book shall be kept open
to receive subscriptions for the stock of the said company; at which
time and place one or more of the sald commissioners shall attend, and
permil all persons of lawful age, who shall effer 1o subseribe in the said
book, in their own names, or in the names of any other persons who
shall anthorize the same, for shares in said stock. and the said book
shall be kept open for the said purpose, at Jeast six hours in each juoridi-
cal day, for the space of five days, or until there shall have been sub-
scribed five hundred shares ; and if st the expiration of five days, the
book aforesaid shall not have the number of shares aforesaid therein
subscribed, the said commissioners may adjourn from time o time, and
wransfer the said book elsewhere, until the whole number of four thou-
sand shares be subseribed, of which adjournment and transfer the com-
missioners aforesaid shall ‘give snch public notice as the gccasion may
require; and when the whole number of shares shall have been sub-
seribed, then the hook shall be elosed.

Secrion 2. When one thousand shares of the stock shall have been
subscribed, and the sum of five dollars paid on each and every share,
the commissioners who have acted, or a majority of sigch, shall certify
to the governor under their hands and seals the names of the subscribers
and the number of shares subscribed by each, and the sums paid there-
on; wheréupon the governor shall, by leters patent under his hand and

. the seal of the commonwealth, create ang esect the subscribers, and if

the suhseription be not ful} a the time, then also those who shall there-
after subseribe, 1o the number of shares as aforesaid, into a body politic
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Lancaster gas eompany,” and by the same name the subscribers shall
have perpeiual suceession, and be able to sue and be sued, plead and be
impleaded in all courts of record and elsewhere, and by the said name the
said corporation shall have power and authority to manufacture and sell
gas to be made of bitsminous coal or nther materials, for the purpose
of lighting the streets, buildings, manufuctories and othier places in the
city of Laucaster, and to purchase, have, hold, receive and enjoy to
them and their suceessors lands, tenements and hereditaments, goods,
chattles and all estate, real and personal or mixed, of what kind or
quality soever, and the same from time 10 time to sel, mortgage, grant,
alien or dispose. of, and to make dividends of such portions of the
profits as they may deem proper; and also to make and .have a com-
mon_seal, and the same to alter or venew at pleasure; and also to
ordain. establish and put in execution such by-laws, ordinances and
regulations as shall appear necessary and convenient for the government
of the said corporation, not being contrary to the constitution and laws
of the United States or of this commonwealth, and generally to do all
and singular the matters and things which 1o them it shall lawl{ully ap-
pertain to do, for the well being of the said corporation : Provided,
'That nothing herein contained_shall be considered as in any way giving
to the said corporation any banking privileges whatsoever, or any other
privileges, liberties or franchises but sucli as may be necessary ar inci-
dent to thé making of gas, and the distribution thereof, for the purposes
of Mumination in the city of Lunecaster: Provided Jurther, 'That the
said company shall at no time hold or possess any land, for any other
purpose than the.construction thereon of the necessary works and offices
of the said- company. ‘ )
Secrion 3. The said named commissioners, or a majority of them,
shall, as soon as conveniently may be afier the said letters patent shall
have been obtained, give at least two weeks® previons notice in'the news-
papers hereinbefore mentioned, of the time and place by them appointed
for the subscribers to meet in order to organize the said company, and

-10 choose by a majority of votes of the said subseribers, by ballot, 10

be given in person or by proxy, (which proxy shall have been obtained
and bear date within four weeks previously to the election at which
such proxy shall be presented,} duly authorized, one president and six

" managers ; the president and managers aforesaid shall sonduet the busi-

ness of said company until the second Monday in June, Anno Domini,
one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, and -until like officers shall-
be chosen, and may make such by-laws, rules, orders and regulations
as are not inconsistent with the laws and constitution-of this state and
of the Uniled States, and as may he necessary for ithe due management
and ordering the affairs of the said company, ot
Beetion 4. ‘The stockholders shall meet on the second Monday of
June, Awno Domini, one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, and
on the same day and month annvally thereafier, at such place as may
be fized upon by the by-laws, of the time and place of which meeling
notice shall be given at least two weeks previously in the newspapers
aforesaid, and choose by ballot, by a majority of votes present, their
officers for the ensuing year, as mentioned in the third section of this
act, which officers so elected shall continue in office for one year, or
until a new election shall be had ; and the stockholders shall also meet
at such other times, either upon the requisition of the managers, or of
any stockholders who own in ihe aggregate one hundred shares, as they
may be summoned to meet by the said managers or stockholders, in
suchi manner and form as shall be prescribed by the by-laws, at which
annual or special meeting they shall have full power and authority to,
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make, alter or repeal, by a majority of votes present, in manner afore-
saicy all such by-laws, rules, orders and regulations as aforesaid, and to

do and.perform every other corporate act; and the number of votes to
which each stockholder shall be entitled at all elections, and npon all
questions submitted 1o any annnal or special meeting of the said siock-
holders, shall be according 1o the number of shares he or she shall hold,

in the proportions following : that is to say, for each share, not exceed. Votes.
ing two shares, one vote ; for every two shares above twao, and not ex-
ceeding ten shares, ane vote 3 for every five shares ahove ten shares,

one vote 3 and no share shall conler a right of voting which shall not
have been holden two calendar months prior to the day of election, nor
unless it be holden by the person in whose nime it appears, absolutely

and bona fide in his or her own right, or in the right of his wife, or for

his or her sole use and benefit as an execnlar, administrator, truslee or
guardian, or in the right and for the use and benefit of some co-parlner-
ship, corporation or society. of which he or she may be a member, and .
not in trust for and to the use and benefit of any other person: Pro- Froviso.
vided, ‘That no person shall be permitied to vote at the first election of
sai) eompany, unless he or she has fully paid five dollars on each share

of stock by him or her subscribed, as directed by the secend seetion of

this act; and at alt subsequent elections of said company, 1o person
shall be permitted 1o vote unless he or she shall have fully paid ali the
instalments called for and then due on the shares by him or her sub-
scribed, and all votes by proxy shall be on such term= and eonditions

as are preseribed by the act passed on ihe twenty-eifghth day of March,

in the year eighteeu hundred and twenty, entitled “ Andct to regulate
proxies,” K : '

Secrion 5. The election of P_Fﬁcers provided for in the fourth section Election for offi-
of this act, shall be conducted'in the following manner, that is 10 S1Y ! cers, how con-
The managers for the time being, shall appoint two of.the stockholders ggeted,
not being manageis, to be judges of the said election, and to conduct
the same, who before undertaking so to’ act, shall severally take and
sabseribe an cath or affirmation, before a Justice of the peace or alder-
man, wel and truly according to law, 10 conduct such election to the
best of their knowledge and abilities, and the said judges shall decide
upon the qualifications of the volers: and when the election is clased,

{whichi shall be and remain open at the office of the company. in Lan-
caster, froin ten o'clock, A. M., until three o’clock, P, M..) shall count
the votes, and the stockholders having the highest number of votes shall
be declared duly elected; and if it shall at any time happen that an
election of president or managers shall not be made, the corporation
- shall not for that cause be deemed 10 be dissolved, but it shall be lawful
to hold and make such election of president or managers on the same
day, or any other day thereafier, giving at least ten days’ notice, signed
by the president, in the newspapers before mentioned, of the Lime and
place of holding such election, and they are hereby required so 1o do at
least once in every twenty days, till the requisite officers are chosen 3
and the president and managers of the preceding year shall in that case
continue to act, and be invesied with ali powers belonging to their re-
spective stations, until an eléction shall take place; in case of the death
or resignation or removal trom the state, of any president, manager or
other officer, his place shall be filled by the board of managers until
the next annual election: Provided, That none but stockholders shall Proviso.
be eligible to be elected president or managers.

SecrioN G. “The president and managers shall meet at such times and President and
places as shall be found most convenient for the transacting of their managers,
business, four of whom shall be a quorum, who in the absence of the Quorum.
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president, may choose a chairman, and shall keep minutes of their
transactions fairly entered in a book ; and 2 quornm being formed they
shall have full power and authority to buy land for the gas works and
erect the same; to appeint all sach architeels, surveyors, chemists,
superintendents and other artists and officers, a8 they shall deem neces-
sary to construct and carry on the intended gas works, and to fix their
salaries and wages; to enter into and execute contracts or covenants, in
relation 1o the objeets of said corporation, and to enforce the same; to
asceriain the time, manner and proportions in which the said stock-
holders shall pay the moneys due on their respective shares; to draw
orders on the treasurer for money, which orders shall be signed by the
president, or in his absence, by 2 majority of the managers present, and
countersigned by the secretary, and generally to do all such other acts
and matiérs and things, as by this act and by-laws and regulations of
the company, they are anthorized 1o do.

Secrion 7. The president and managers fivst chosen, shall procure
certificates or evidence of stock for all the shares of the said company,
and shall deliver one such certificate, signed by the president and eoun-
tersigned by the secretary, and sealed with the common sea) of - the said
corporatlon, to each person for such share or shares as by him are sub-
scribed and held, which certificate or evidence of stock shall be trans-
ferable at pleasure, in person or by attorney duly authorized in the
presence of the president or secretary, in a book to be kept by the said
corporation for that purpose, subject however, to all payments due or
to become due thereon; and the assignee holding any certificate trans-
ferred as aforesaid, shall be a member of said corporation, and for every
certificate assigned to him as aforesaid, shall be entitled to a share or
shares as is therein mentioned ol the capital stock, of all the estates
and emoluments of the corporation incident to such share or shares, and
to vole as aforesaid at the meetings thereol, and subject to all penalties
and forfeitures, and of being sued for all the balance and penalty due
or to become due on each share, as the original subseriber wonld have
been.

Section 8. If after twenty days’ notice in the public papers as afore-
said, of the time and place appointed for the payment of any propertion
or instalment of the sa2id capital atock, in order 1o carry on the works
of the company, any steckholder shall neglect to pay such proportion
or instalment at the place appointed, for the space of thlrly days after
the time so appointed, every such stackholder or his assignee, shall in
addition to the inslalment so called for, pay al the rate of two per centum
per month, for the delay of such payment; and if the same and ths
additional penalty shall remain unpaid for snch space of time as that
the accumulated penalty shall become equal to the sum or sums before
paid in part, and on account of such share or shares, the same shall be
forfeited to the said company, and may be sold to any person or per-
sons willing to purchase, for such price as can be obtained for the same;
that in defsult of payment by any stockholder of any such instalment
as aloresaid, the president and managers may at their election, cause
suit 10 be brought belore an alderman or justice of the peace, or in any
court having competent jurisdiction, for the recavery of the same, to-
gether with the penalty aforesaid s that in case of the transfer or assign-
ment of any such share or shares, on which default has been made as
aforesaid, the president and managers of the said corporation may bring
suit as aforesaid, either against the person who assigned or transferred
the said chare or shares, or the person’ o whom such transfer or assign-
ment was ‘made, for the recovery of any unpaid instalment, together
wilh the pepalty aforesaid.
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Secrion 9. ‘The managers shall declare dividends of so mueh of the Dividenda.
net profits of the eompany, as shall appear, to them advisable, on the R
first Mondays of June and December every year, which shall be paid
to the stockholders on demand, ten days afier the same shall have been
declared. .

Secriox 10. That the company shall have power and authority, and pygar to erect
is bereby empowered and authorized to ereet gas posts, burners and gas posts, burners
reflectors; 10 dig such trenches in, along and across the public streets, and reflectors, to
lanes, alleys and sidewalks in the city of Lancaster, for the purpose of dig trenchesalong
laying their pipes for the distribution of gas, as the said company may 3[:“] Across gireels,
deem necessary : Provided, That the said sompany shall 1} up sajd 12nes &e.
trenches, and restore the said publie roads, streets, lanes, alleys and
sidewalks to as good a condition as they were respectively in before the
said trenches were dug, at the proper cost and expense of the said
company. ,

. Smetion 11, If any person or persons shall open 2 communication Penalty for open-
into the sireet gas-main or other gas pipe of the said company, without ing a communica-
authorily from the inspector, or other anthorized agents of the said top into the street
company, or shall let on the gas after it has been stopped by order of gas-main, or ather
the said inspector, or other authorized agent of the said company, for gas pipe, &c.
repairs or any other cause or purpose, or shall put up any pipes or

burners, in addition to the pipes or burners originally put up and in-

speeted, and introduce the gas into them without authority as aforesaid,

he, she or they shall be subject to a penalty of not less than ten, nor

more than fifly dollars for each and every such offence, to be recovered

as debts of the like amount are recoverable in law, one-half to be paid

to the informer and the other half to the said company.

SecTion 12, Ifany person shall wilfully or maliciously do or cause
10 be done, any act or acts whatever, whereby any building, construction, PE"f“shm"'m far
or works of said company, or any gas pipe, gas post, burner or reflector, :‘{;‘u';liz‘:u?ii"m
or any matter or thing appertaining to the same, shall be stopped, ob- compun}awoﬂm.
structed, injured or desiroyed, the person or persons so offending shall
be considered guilty of a misdemeanor, and being thereof indicted and
convicted in the court of quarter sessions, shall be punished by fine not
exceeding one hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding ons year,
or both, at the discretion of the court: Provided, Such crimina) Prose- Proviso.
cution shall not in anywise impair the right of aciion for damages, by a
civil suit hereby authorized 1o be brought for any such injury as afore-
said, by and in the name of the said corporation, in any courl in this

stale, having cognizance of the same.
- WILLIAM F. PACKER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,

GEQRGE DARSIE, R
Speaker of the Senate.

Arrrovep—The seventh day of April, one 1housand eight hundred

and forty-nine,
WM. F. JOHNSTON.
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