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CHAPTER I. 

PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE I. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That this act shall be 
known and may be cited as "The General Borough 
Act." 

Section 2. This act does not include any provisions, 
and ~hall not be construed to repeal any acts, relating 
to: 

First. '1.'he assessment, levy, and collection of taxes, 
except taxes on dogs. 

Second. The procedure for the collection of munici­
pal claims by liens. 

Third. The amount and method of incurring or in-
creasing bonded indebtedness. 

Fourth. Electio·n officers and conduct of elections. 
Fifth. Poor districts. 
Sixth. Boards of Health. 
Seventh. Common schools. 
Eighth. Borough and ward constables. 
Ninth. Justices of the peace. 
Tenth. 'rhe giving of municipal consent to public 

service corporations. 
Eleventh. State roads, State-aid roads, and private 

roads. 
Twelfth. Validations of elections, bonds, ordinances, 

and acts of corporate officers. 
Thirteenth. Crimes and offe'nses by borough officers. 
Section 3. The provisions of this act so far as they 

are the same as those of existing laws are intended 
as a continuation of such laws, and not as new enact­
ments. The repeal by this act of a·ny act of Assembly 
or part thereof shall not revive any act or part thereof 
heretofore repealed or superseded; nor affect the cor­
porate existence of any borough heretofore incorpo­
rated. ·rhe provisions of this act shall not affect any 
act done, liability incurred, or right accrued or vested, 
or affect any suit or prosecution, pending or to be in· 
stituted, to enforce any right or penalty or punish any 
offense under the authority of such repealed laws. All 
ordinances, regulatio·ns, and rules made pursuant to 
any act of Assembly repealed by this act, shall continue 
with the sHme force and effect as if such act bad not 
been repealed. Any person holding office under any 
act of Assembly repealed by this act shall continue to 
hold such office until the expiration of the term thereof, 
subject to the conditions attached to such office prior 
to the passage of this act. 

Section 4. The provisions of this act shall be sever­
able, a·na, if any of the provisions shall be held to ·be 
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unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of any of the remaining provisions of this 
act. 

Section 5. Whenever, in this act, reference is made 
to any act by title, such reference shall also apply to 
and include any codification wherein the provisions 
of the act referred to ate substantially re-enacted. 

Section 6. This act sliall apply .to all boroughs 
incorporated under general law and to those which have 
accepted the provisions of the act of April third, one 
thousand eight hundred fifty-one, entitled "An act reg­
ulating boroughs." This act shall ·not annul or repeal 
any local or special act in force at the date of the pas­
sage of this act, or any provision thereof. 

Section 7. Any borough or incorporated town, incor­
porated or acting under any local or special act of 
Assembly, may surrender the provisions of its special 
acts, so far as they are inconsistent with this act, by 
presenting a petitio'n to the court of quarter sessions 
setting forth the desire of such borough or incorporated 
town to accept the provisions of this act. Such peti­
tion shall be made by the burgess, council, or twenty­
five qualified electors of the borough or incorporated 
town. 

Upon the presentation of the petition, the court .shall 
fix a day for hearing, of which such notice shall be 
given as may be directed by the court. At such hearing 
any inhabitant of the borough or incorporated town 
may remonstrate against the granting of the petition, 
and the court may grant or refuse the petition. 

If the court grant the petition, the decree shall be 
recorded in the office for the recording of deeds, and 
thereafter the borough or incorporated town shall be 

, subject to all the provisions of this act, and any such 
incorporated town shall become a borough, and the 
local and special acts of Assembly in force in any such 
borough or incorporated town shall be annulled so far 
as they are inconsistent with the provisions of this act 
When any incorporated town accepts the provisions of 
this act the decree of the court permitting such ac­
ceptance shall set forth the title of the ·new borough. 

Section 8. When any borough or incorporated town 
shall accept the provisions of this act, as provided by 
section seven of this article, all liabilities incurred, 
rights accrued or vested, obligations issued or con­
tracted, and all suits and prosecutions, pending or to 
be instituted, to enforce any right or pe·nalty accrued 
or punish any offense committed prior to such accept­
ance, and all ordinances, shall continue with the same 
force and effect as if no such acceptance bad been 
made_ 

Section 9. This act.shall take effect on the first clay 
o~ July, on~ thou,s~n.C\ n~n.e hu,n,d,rea, ~:µd fift~~.o. .. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CREATION-CHARTERS. 

ARTICLE I. 

INCORPORATION. 

Section L The courts of quarter sessions may incor­
porate any town or village within their jurisdiction 
into a borough. Every town or village so incorporated 
shall be a body corporate and politic, by the title which 
shall be given by the court. 

Section 2. The application for incorporation shall 
be.in writing, a·nd shall be signed, within three months 
immediately preceding its presentation to the court, 
by a majority of the freeholders residing within the 
limits of the proposed borough. 

Section 3. The application shall set forth the title 
of the proposed borough, with a particular description 
of the houudaries thereof, exhibiting the courses and 
distances in words at length, and be accompanied with 
a plot of the same. 

Section 4. Upon presentation to the court the appli· 
cation shall be filed with the clerk, and notice thereof 
shall be given in one newspaper of the county, for a 
period of not less than thirty days immediately before 
the next regular term following the filing thereof, dur­
ing which time exceptions may be filed to the applica­
tion by any person interested. The court at said term. 
if it shall find that the conditions prescribed by this 
article ham been complied with, may grant the prayer 
of the petitioners and make a decree accordingly; but 
if the court shall deem further investigation necessary 
they may make such order thereon as to right and 
justice shall appertain. The application and decree 
shall be rpcorded in the recorder's office of the cou·nty, 
at the expense of the applicants,· who shall also pay 
all other expenses and costs in connection therewith. 

Section 5. When the application and decree have 
been recorded, such part of a township or town­
ships shall be an inr.orporated borough, and shall be 
entitled to the several rights, privileges, a·nd immuni­
ties conferred by this act. 

Section 6. When, in any application, the boundaries 
fixed by the petitioners shall embrace lands exclusively 
used for the purposes of farming, the court may, if 
it deem such land does not properly belong to the pro­
posed borough, at the request of the party aggrieved, 
change the boundaries so as to exclude therefrom the 
land used for farming purposes. 

Section 7. The corporate title of boroughs incorpo­
rated under this act shall be, "The borough of ---" 

SectiO'n 8. All charters granted under this act shall 
set forth-

First. The corporate title of the borough. 
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Second. The boundaries thereof. 
Section 9. An appeal to the Superior Court may be 

had from any decree incorporating a borough, within 
six months from the date of such decree, by not less 
than three persons aggrieved thereby. · 

Section 10. The courts of quarter sessions shall fix 
the time and place of holding th.e first election in the 
borough, designate a person to give notice of the elec­
tion and tht: manner thereof, and appoint, from among 
the electors of fue borough, a judge and inspecto1·s to 
hold the first election. The officers elected at such 
special election shall hold their office, and. their suc­
cessors shall be elected and qualify, as provided for in 
chapter eight, article one, section twenty, of this act. 

Section 11. The boundal'ies of the bol'Ough shall, 
as soon as practicable after its incorporation, be 
marked, due notice being first given to the commis­
sio'ners antl supervisors ·of adjoining townships and to 
the corporate autl10rities of adjoihing municipalities. 

CHAPTER II. 

CREATION-CHARTERS. 

ARTICLE II. 

CONSOLIDATION OF BOROUGHS. 

Section 1. Whenever two or more boroughs, situate 
in the same county or in different counties, shall be 

. adjacent, and of compact territory, they may be con­
solidated iuto one borough. 

Section 2. Such consolidation shall be made under 
the following conditio'ns: 

(a) The councils of the boroughs may of their own 
initiative, or slrnll, within sixty days after each is re­
quested .in w1·iting by at least one hundred qualified 
electors of the respective borough, enter into ·a joint 
agreement, under the corporate seal of each borough, 
for the consolidation fuereof into one borough. The 
joint agreement shall set forfu the ·name of the new 
borough, the number of wards, if any, into which the 
borough is to be divided, the territorial boundaries 
thereof. It may also s~t ~orth such terms as have been 
agreed upon for the disposition of the assets of each 
of the boroughs, and for the liquidation of the indebt­
edness of each of the boroughs, either jointly, sepa­
rately, or in certain defined proportions, and the ad­
justing and paying of the same by separate rates of 
taxation on all property subject to taxation within 
fue boundaries of such boroughs, respectively. 

(b) The question of the consolidation of such bor­
oughs shall be submitted to the vote of the qualified 
electors of each of the boroughs at a special election 
to be held on a day to be designated in th.tl joint agree-
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rnent. The election shall be held by the regular 'elec­
tion officers, and in accordance with the provisio·ns of 
the laws rt>gula ting elections. lf such special election 
shall be ordered within ninety days of any general or 
municipal election, the election shall be held on the day 
fixed fol' 1LE- holding of such election. Notice of such 
election shall be given by proclamation by the high 
co"ustables of the l'espective boroughs in the manner 
presnibecl for pl'oclamatious for elections for munici­
pal officers. 

( c) Tile election shall be by ballot, which shall be 
marked "Proposed consolidation,'' and below shall be 
pl'inted the words "For consolidation" and "Against 
consolidation,'' and the elector shall designate with an 
"X" his desite to vote for or against such consolida­
tion. 

( d) If the majority of the votes cast for and against 
the proposed consolidation at such election, in each 
of the boroughs, is in favor of the ratification 0f the 
agreement, that fact shall be certified to the council of 
each of the boroughs by the respective election boal'ds 
or return judges, and the bul'gess and secretary of the 
respective bol'ough shall cause a certification of the 
result to be indotsed upon th€ joint agreement. 

(e) The agl'eemeut, or a certified copy thereof, with 
all its indorsements shall be filed in the office of the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. Upon the filing 
thereof, the Gorernor shall cause letters patent to be 
issued, under the great seal of the Commonwealth, 
consolidating the boroughs into one corporation by the 
name set forth in the joint agreement. A copy of ·such 
agreement, duly certified by the Secretary of the Com­
monwealth, under the seal of his office, shall be evi­
.dence of the existe-nce of the new borough. 

(f) All costs and· expenses incurred in such con­
solidation, or proposed consolidation, except those in-. 
curred in any general election at which the question of 
consolidation is submitted, shall be paid by the con­
solidated borough if such consolidation takes place, 
and, if not, such costs and expenses shall be paid in 
equal shares by each of the boroughs proposing to con-
solidate. , 

Section 3. Upon the issuance of letters patent the 
several boroughs shall be a borough under the name 
provided in the agreement. The ordinances in force in 
each of such boroughs, at the time of such consolida­
tion, shall continue in force throughout the territory 
for which they were originally e·nacted until altered 
or repealrd by the consolidated borough. 

Section 4. After such consolidation the rights, privi­
leges, and franchises of each of the boroughs, and all 
the property, real, personal, and mixed, and all debts 
due on whatever account and other things in action 
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belonging to each of such boroughs, shall be vested in 
the ·new borough. The title to real estate vested in 
either of such boroughs shall not revert or be in any 
way 'impaired by reason of such consolidation. All 
rights of creditors and liens shall be preserved, and all 
debts, liabilities, and duties of either of such boroughs 
shall attach to such new borough and be enforced 
against it. 

Section 5, Any borough formed by the consolidation 
of boroughs situate in diffe1•ent cou·nties shall be con­
sidered ~ts under the jurisdiction of the courts of that 
county in which is situate the borough first incorpo­
rated of those forming such consolidated borough; 

CH~PTER II. 

CREATION-CH.ARTERS. 

ARTICLE III. 

RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF BOROUGHS. 

Section 1. Where cities of the third class have been 
formed by joining together two or more boroughs, the 
court of common pleas, upon the petition of not less 
than one-third of the registered electors of the territory 
formerly comprised within the limits of either of such 
boroughs, setti'ng forth that "the inhabitants of such 
territory wish to separate from the city and establish 
a borough organization, may appoint three commis­
sioners, who shall investigate the facts set forth in such 
petition, and report to the court as to the expediency 
of grantiug the prayer of the petitioners. 

Section 2. If the commissioners report in favor of 
setting off the territory from the city, they shall ac­
company their report with a plot of such territory, 
formerly. comprising said borough,. OF any such part 
thereof, as may be described i'n the petition. 

Seetion B. The court shall thereupon order an elec­
tion to be held on the next appointed day for the hold­
ing of a general or municipal election, at which time 
the qualified electors within such territory shall vote 
for or against such separation. 

Section 4. If a majority of votes cast for and 
against 8UCh separation at such election shall be i'n 
favor of such separation, the court shall make a de­
cree declaring such territory a borough, and appoint 
one person qualified to serve as a member of the Senate 
of this Commonwealth to be the burgess of such bor­
ough, and seven persons qualified to serve as Members 
of the Hom;e of Representativ.es of this Commonwealth 
to constitute the council thereof. Such officers shall 
hold their respective offices until the first Monday of 
January ·next succeeding the municipal election at 
which a burgess and council are to be elected, as pro-
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vided in c.hapter eight, article one, sections six and 
fourteen, of this act. 

Section 5. From the date of such decree the te1'.ri­
tory so erected into a borough shall be separate· from 
such city and shall be subject to the provisions of thiK 
act. 

Section 6. All costs and expenses incurred in a11y 
proceedings under this article to re-establish a bor­
ough, except the costs and expe·nses of the election, 
shall be paid by the re-established borough if such re­
establishment is made, and, if not, then such costs and 
expenses shall be paid by the petitioners. 

CHAPTER II. 

CREATION-CHARTERS. 

ARTICLE IV. 

DIVISION OF BOROUGHS. 

Section 1. When a borough bas been erected from 
two or more villages the majority of the freeholders 
residing m any one or mote of such parts of the bor­
ough may make application, by a petition in writing, 
to the court of quarter sessions, praying that such 
part or parts may be set off from the borough and 
erected in to a new borough. 

Section 2. The petition slrnll be signed by the peti­
tioners within three months immediately preceding 
its presentation to the court. U_i;Jon such presentatiou 
it shall he filed with the clerk. Notice thereof shall 
be given in one newspaper of the county, for a period 
of not less than thirty days, immediately before the 
next regular term following the filing thereof, during 
which time exceptions may be filed by any person in­
terested. If the court at said term shall find that the 
conditions prescribed by this article have been com­
plied with, it may grant the prayer of the petitioners 
and make a decree accordingly. The petition and de­
cree shall be recorded in the recorder's office of the 
county. The costs and expenses of the proceedings 
for the division of a borough shall be paid by the new 
borough if there be o·ne, and, if not, then by the peti­
tioners. 

Section 3. The part or. parts of the borough, so set 
off; shall thereupon be a borough, under a name given 
by the court, and shall he subject to the provisions of 
this act. · 

Section 4. The court shall fix the time and place 
for holding the first election in the borough, designate 
a person to giYe notice of such election, and appoint 
from among the electors of the borough a judge and 
inspectors to hold the first election. The officers elected 
at such election shall hold the.ir offices, and their 
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successors shall be elected and qualified, as provided in 
chapter eight, article one, section twenty, of this act. 

Section ri. An appeal to the Superior Court may be 
had from UI\Y decree incorporating such part or parts 
of the borough into a borough, within six months after 
the date of the decree, by not less than three persons 
aggrieved thereby. 

Section 6. Whenever any territory shall be detached 
from a bornugh u·nder the procedure set forth in sec­
tions one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, and eight 
of article one, chapter three, of this act, the court 
of quarter sessions may decree that the portions so 
detached shall constitute a new borough, if the same 
shall be to the best interests of the several boroughs, 
townships, and school districts affected thereby and the 
residents of the territory so detached; and shall order 
and direct a special election to be held for the election 
of officers for such borough. The officers elected at such 

·special election shall hold their respective offices, and 
their successors shall be elected and qualify, as provided 
in chapter eight, article one, section twenty, of this 
act. ·No such borough shall be created unless the in­
tention to do so has been set forth in the original pe­
tition filed, or a~ter thirty days notice in such man­
ner as· the court may direct. 

CHAPTER II. 

CREATION-CHARTERS. 

ARTICLE Y. 

AMENDMENT AND ANNULMENT OF CHARTERS. 

Section 1. The court of quarter sessions may, with 
the concunence of the grand jury, and upon applica­
tion in writing of two-thirds of the taxable inhabi­
tants of any borough, annul or alter the charter of 
such borough. . 

Section 2. The application shall be signed by the 
petitioners within three mo'nths immediately prece­
ding its presentation to the court. Public notice of the 
intended application for such anmilme·nt or amend­
ment shall be given in at least one newspaper of the 
county, for a period of not less than thirty days, imme· 
diately before the application shall be presented. 

Section 3. The application shall be laid before the 
grand jury at the same term of court when presented, 
if the same can be co'nveniently done, and in no case 
later than the next subsequent term of the court. if 
the grand jury shall find that the conditions prescribed 
by this article have been complied with, and shall 
believe it expedient to grant the prayer of the peti­
tioners, they shall certify the same to the court, which 
certificate shall be entered of record. No further pro-

21 Laws. 
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ceedings shall be had until the succeeding term of the 
court, at which term the judgment of the grand jury 
may be confirmed. If the decree of the court shall 
be in co'nformity with the prayer of the petitioners, 
the petition and decree shall be recorded in the re­
corder's office of the county, at the expense of the ap­
plicants, who shall pay all other expenses and costs 
in connection with said application. 

CHAPTER III. 

CHANGE OF Lli\UTS-BOUNDARIES-WARDS. 

ARTICLE I. 

CHANGE OF LIMITS. 

(a) ON PETITION OF FREEHOLDERS OF BOROUGH. 

Section 1. The court of quarter sessions, with the 
concurrence of the grand jury, may, upon petition, 
change the limits of any borough heretofore incorpo­
rated by the courts of quarter sessions from a town or 
village, or incorporated under the provisions of chapter 
two, article one, of this act. 

Section 2. The provisions of the preceding section 
do not authorize a change of borough limits by the de­
tachment of territory and its annexa'tion to a cantigu­
ous township. · 

Section 3. Notice of the intended application sh.all be 
given in flt least one newspaper of the county, for a 
period of not less than thirty days, immediately before 
the presentation of the petition. 

Section 4. The petition shall be signed by a majority 
. of the freeholders residing in the borough, within three 
months immediately preceding its presentation to the 
court. It shall set forth a description, and be accom­
panied with a plot, showing the courses and distances 
of the boundaries of the borough before and after the 
proposed change of limits. 

Section 5. The petition, except as provided in sec­
tion two of this article, shall be laid before the grand 
jury at the same term of court when presented, when­
e,·er the same can be co·nveniently done, and in no case 
later than the next subsequent term of the court. 

Section 6. If the grand jury shall believe it ex­
pedient to grant the prayer of the petitioners, they 
shall certify the same to the court. The certificates 
shall be entered of record, and no further proceedings 
had until the succeeding term of court, at which term 
the judgment of the grand jury may ·be confirmed. If 
the court shall deem further investigation necessary 
it may make such order as to right and justice shall 
appertain. If the court shall grant the prayer of 
the petitioners, the petition and decree shall be 
recorded in the recorder's 'office, at the expense of 
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the petitioners, who shall pay all other expenses and 
costs in eonnection with said petition and decree. 

Section 7. Whenever the court shall make a decree 
changing the limits of any borough, as provided by the 
foregoing sections of this article, by detaching there­
from any portion of the territory included therein, the 
court shall make a further decree directing that the 
portion ~o detached shall constitute a new borough, 
a new township, or become part of an adjacent borough, 
as to the eourt. may seem best. This section does not 
authorize the creation of a new borough u·nless the 
intention t1J do so has been set forth in the petition, 
or until after thirty days' notice in such manner as 
the .court may direct. In the case of the erection of 
a new borough, the court shall order a special election, 
as provided in chapter two, article four, section six, 
of this act. 

Section S. In case a:ny officer of the borough, from 
which any territory is detached, resides .in the portion 
so detached, he shall from the time of the decree cease 
to exercise the function of said office, and the office 
shall be vacant, and shall be filled by the court of 
quarter sessions from the electors of the borough who 
shall hold office for the unexpired term, and until thefr 
successors. qualify. The remaining members of council 
shall constitute the council for the transactio'n of all 
business until the vacancies shall have been filled. 

(b) BY ANNEXATION ON PETITION OF FREEHOLDERS 
OUTSIDE THE BOROUGH. 

(1) Where territory is in one county. 
Section 9. The court of quarter sessions, with the 

concurrence of the grand jury, may, upon petition, 
change the limits of any borough by the annexation of 
adjacent territory. 

Section 10. Personal notice of the intended applica­
tion shall be given to the burgess and council of the 
borough, and to the commissioners or supervisors of 
the township in which the petitibners reside. Notice 
of such application shall also be given in one newspaper 

·of the county, for a period of thirty days immediately 
before the presentation of the petition. 

Section 11. The petition shall be signed by a major­
ity of the freeholders residing within the territory to 
be annexed. It shall set forth a description, and be 
accompanied with a plot, showing the courses and 
distances of the boundaries of the borough before a'nd 
after the proposed annexation. 

Section 12. The court shall cause the petition to be 
laid before the grand jury, and, if. the grand jury shall 
believe it expedient to grant the prayer of the petition­
ers, they shall certify the same to the court, which cer­
tificate shall be entered of record for confirmation by 
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the court. The court may make such order thereon as 
to right and justice shall appel'tain. If the court shall 
confirm the petitio·n, the said petition and decree shall 
be recorded in the i·ecorder's office of the county, at 
the expense of the petitioners, who shall pay all other 
expenses and costs in connection with said petition a.nd 
decree. Thenceforth the territory so annexed shall be 
a part of the borough. . 

(2) Where territory is in two or more counties. 
Section 13. The court of quarter sessions may, upon 

petitio'n, annex to any adjacent borough territory sit­
uated in two or more counties. 

The petition shall be signed by a majority of the tax­
able inhabitants of such territory, and shall be pre­
sented to the courts of quarter sessions of all the coun­
ties in which the territory and the borough are sit­
uated. 

Section 14. Notice of the intended ~pplication shall 
be given in one newspaper of ge·neral circulation in 
the territory and in the borough, for a period of thirty 
days immediately before the presentation of the petition 
to any of the courts. 

Section 15. Upon presentation of the petition, the 
several courts shall each appoint one person as com­
missioner, and the commissioners so chosen shall select 
an additio'nal one, who shall be a surveyor. 

The commissioners shall be severally ·sworn or af­
firmed, within sixty days from their appointment and 
selection, and shall view the territory sought to be an­
nexed. I'hty shall report to the several courts at the 
respective terms next following such appointment, or 
as soon thereafter as possible. The reports shall state 
that the commissioners were sworn or affirmed, and that 
they were all present at the view. If the commissioners 
favor the proposed annexation, they shall accompany 
their reports with a plot showing the courses and dis­
tances of the boundaries of the territory proposed to 
be annexed and the quantity of land therein con­
tained. 

Section 16. Any person interested may petition any 
of the courts at the term to which the respective report 
is made, for a rule on any two or more persons signing 
the original petition to show cause why the report 
should not be appro\'ed. The rule shall be returnable 
not later than the succeeding term. If the rule is con­
firmed the persons signing the original petition shall 
pay the co~ts of the entire proceeding; if such rule is 
discharged the costs shall be paid by those petitioning 
for its issue. 

Section 17. If each of the courts shall approve the 
report of the commissioners, the whole proceeding shall 
be entered on the record of each ·court, and the terri­
:ory annexed shall be a part of the borough. Each 
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commissioner shall receive five dollars per day for each 
day necessarily employed in the discharge of.his duties, 
to be paid, if such territory is annexed, by the borough. 

(c) BY .ANNEXATION ON' PETITION TO COUNCIL. 

Section 18. Any borough may, by ordinance, an·nex 
adjacent land situate in the same or any adjoining 
county, upon petition of a majority of the freeholders 
of the territory proposed to be annexed. 

Section 19. A certified copy of the ordinance, to­
gether with a description a'nd a plot showing the 
courses and distances of the boundaries of the borough 
before and after such proposed annexation, shall be 
filed in the court of quarter sessions of the county, or, 
in ca.se the land proposed to be annexed is situate in 
an adjacent county, then in the courts of both cou·nties. 
A notice of such filing shall also be filed in the office of 
the county commissioners of the proper county. There­
upon the territory proposed to be annexed shall be 
a part of the borough; except when any ordinance and 
plot are filed in the office of the clerk of the court of 
quarter sessions within two months of any general, 
municipal, or primary election, in which case the prop­
erty proposed to be annexed shall not become a part 
of the borough un ti1 the day succeeding such elec­
tion. 

(d) BY DETACHMENT OF TERRITORY. 

(1) Where it is annexed to a contiguous town­
ship. 

Section 20. Tile court of quarter sessions, upon pe­
tition, may change tile limits of any borough by de­
taching territory therefrom and annexing the same to 
a contiguous township or townships. 

Section 21. The petition shall be signed by a ma­
jority of the freehold residents of the borough, except 
·where the dividing line between a borough and a town­
ship shall separate the lands of any person, in which 
case the petition may be made by any freeholder whose 
lands are so divided. The petition shall contain the 
names of the . contiguous township or· townships to 
which the territory is proposed to be annexed, and shall 
set forth ::i, description, and be accompanied with a plot, 
showing tile courses and distances of the boundaries 
of such township or townships before and after the 
proposed change of limits. 

Section 22. Upon its presentation the court shall 
order the petition filed and shall fix a time for hearing. 
Notice of the filing of the petition shall be given to the 
supervisors of the townships and to the secretary of the 
borough and president of council, at least twenty days 
prior to the date of hearing. If the court shall ·deter· 

325 



326 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

mine in favor of the proposed detachment of territory, 
it shall s~ate in its decree to what adjacent township 
or townships the territory so detached shall be an­
nexed. The petition and decree shall be recorded in 
the office for the recording of deeds of the county, at . 
the expense of the petitioners, and thenceforth the 
boundaries of the borough and of the adjacent town­
ship or townships shall be as decreed by the court. 

(2) By reason of natural or artificial causes. 
Section 23. Whenever the territory of any borough 

is divided by reason of natur;i1 or artificial causes, or 
whenever any part of a borough is so located that ac­
cess to the remaining portion can be had only by pass­
ing through some other township or borough, the court 
of quarter sessions, on petition signed by persons repre­
senting at least two-thirds of the value of the real prop­
erty, and two-thirds of the inhabitants of the borough, 
may detach therefrom the part so divided or located, 
and a:nnex it to an adjacent borough or township. 

Section 24. Upon its presentation the court shall 
order the petition filed, and shall direct that notice 
thereof Le given to the borough or to the township 
whose boundaries may be affected ; and shall also fix 
a time for hearing. 

Section 25. If the decree of the court shall be in 
conformity with the prayer of the petitioners, the 
boundaries of the borough from which the territory 
is detached, and of the borough or township to which 
such detached portio'n is annexed, shall be as decreed 
by the court. 

Section 26. All costs .and expenses in proceedings 
for the annexation of territory on petition to council, 
or in proceedings for the change of borough limits .by 
the detachment of territory, .shall be paid by the peti­
tioners for such annexation or detachment. 

CHAPTER III. 

CHANGE OF LIMITS-BOUNDARIES-WARDS. 

ARTICLE II. 

BOUNDARIEfl. 

Sectio'n J. Whenever any borough is bounded by the 
nearest margin of a navigable stream, and an opposite 
township, borough, or city, is also bounded by the near­
est margin of the same stream, the boundaries of such 
borough shall extend to the center line of the stream. 

Section 2. The court of quarter sessions, upon peti­
tion, may ascertain and establish disputed boundaries 
between two or more boroughs, between boroughs a·nd 
cities, or between boroughs and townships. 

Section 3. Upon such petition, the court shall ap­
point as commissioners three impartial men, one of 
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whom shall be a surveyor. After giving notice to par­
ties interested, as directed by the court, they shall 
view the disputed boundaries. The commissioners, or 
any two of them, shall report to the next succeeding 
term of court, which report shall contain their recom­
me'ndatioas and be accompanied with a plot of the 
proposed boundary, if the same cannot be fully de-
scribed by natural lines. · 

Section 4. Any person interested may petition the 
court for a review or may except to the report of the < 

commissioners. When matters of fact are in dispute 
the court may frame an issue and certify the same tor . 
trial to the court of common pleas. · 

Section 5. The commissioners shall each receive 
three dollars per day, except the surveyor, who shall 
receive five dollars per day, for each day necessarily 
employed in the performance of their duties, and mile:· 
age at the rate of ten cents per mile for each 'mile 
necessarily traveled. 

Section 6. Whenever a boundary is established pur­
suant to the preceding sections of this article, the co1:1rt 
shall cause the same to be marked with stone monu­
ments, placed at intervals not exceeding fifteen hundred 
feet, and the expense of establishi'ng said boundary 
and the placing of said monuments, when approved by 
the court, shall be borne equally by the municipalities 
or townships interested. 

Section 7. Whenever the dividing line between two 
adjoining boroughs is uncertain, or whenever adjoin­
ing boroughs desire that the dividing line should be 
changed, the borough council may declare and fix such 
boundary line ·or may· change the same in the manner 
hereinafter set forth. · 

Section S. Such dividing line shall be determined 
and fixed, or changed, by ordinance passed by the 
councils of each borough, by the affirmative votes of 
not less than two-thirds of all the members elected to 
each of th(: councils, and approved by the respective 
burgesses. A plot showing such dividing line and the 
changes in the same, together with certified copies of 
the ordinances authorizi'ng the action taken, shall be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the court of quarter 
sessions, within thirty days after the approval of the 
last ordinance relating to the matter. 

Section 9. Any. citizen of either borough may ap­
peal from the ordinances, within thirty days of the 
filing of such plan, and the court shall make such de­
cree thereon as to right and justice shall appertain. 

Sectio·n 10. Whenever the dividing line between ad­
joining boroughs, situate in the same county, separates 
the property of the same owner into two or more parts, 
the court of quarter sessions, on the petition of the 
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council of either borough, or upon the petition of the 
property owner, may change the dividing line so that 
the whole of the property shall be thereafter located in 
one of the boroughs. No such change shall be made 
until the wl'itten consent of the borough councils, and 
of the party whose land is affected, where they do not 
appear as petitioners, is obtained and filed of record. 

Section 11. Any costs and expenses incurred under 
the provision of the preceding section shall be paid 
by the petitioners. 

CHAPTER III. 

CHANGE OF Lll\UTS-BOUNDARIES~WARDS. 

ARTICLE III. 
WARDS. 

Section J. The court of quarter sessions, upon peti'. 
, tion, may divide boroughs i'nto wards, erect new wards 

out of two or more adjoining wards, or parts thereof, 
divide any ward already erected into two or more 
wards, or alter the lines of any two or inore adjoining 
wards; and may cause the lines or boundaries to be 

. ascertained and established. 
Section 2. 'l'he petition shall be signed by twenty 

freehold re!:lidents of the borough, or of the ward whose 
limits it is proposed to change. Upon its presentation, 
the court shall appoint three impartial men as com­
missioners, to inquire into the propriety of granting 
its prayers. The commissioners, or any two of them, 
shall make a report to the next term of the court, and 
shall accompany it with a plot showing the boundary 
of the borough and wards before and. after the pro­
posed change, whenever the same cannot be fully desig­
nated by nutural'lines. 

Section 3. The court shall confirm the report nisi, 
which confirmation shall become absolute, unless ex­
ceptions are filed before the third· day of the term next 
succeeding. The court may grant a review, if a better 
adjudication may thereby be secured, upon a pe~ition 
presented before the third day of such succeeding 
term. 

Section 4. The commissioners appointed pursuant to 
section two of this article shall each receive three dol­
lars per day, except a surveyor, who shall receive five 
dollars per day, for each day necessarily employed in 
the discharge of their duties, and mileage at the rate of 
five cents per mile for every mile necessarily traveled. 

Section 5. Such compensation shall be paid by the 
county· during the term of court to which the report 
is made, to be reimbursed by the petitioners as directed 
by the court. To secure such reimbursement the court 
may require the petitioners to file a bond with their 
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petition. All other costs a:nd expenses incurred in the 
erection, division, or alteration of wards shall be pain 
by the petitioners, without liability upon the county. 

Section 6. Officers in office at the time of any 
changes made pursuant to the preceding sections of 
this article shall remain in office until the expiration 
of the terms for which they have been elected. In 
case any vacancy shall occur, the same shall be filled 
by the court of quarter sessions, u·ntil the first Monday 

, of January next succeeding the election at which such 
officers are elected, as provided 'in chapter eight, arti­
cle one of this act. 

·Section 7. Boroughs may, by ordinance, change the 
name of any ward to number, or change the number 
of any ward to name. No such ordinance shall go into 
force until a certified .copy thereof be filed with the 
clerk of the court of quarter sessions. · 

CHAPTER IV. 

ADJUSTMENT OF INDEBTEDNESS. 

ARTICLE I. 

(a) WHEN INCORPORATED FROM A TOWNSHIP. 

Section 1. Whenever a township is merged into one 
or more boroughs, or whenever a borough is erected 
out of a township or parts of adjoining townships, 
every such borough shall share in just proportion in 
the rights and liabilities of such townships, existing at 
the time of its incorporation. In all pending actions, 
and actions thereafter brought, by or against such 
townships, the borough liable or entitled shall, by order 
of court, be made party plaintiff or defendant, as the 

· ca:se may be. · 
Section 2. The proportion to be paid by the borough 

shall be ascertained by reference to the assessments of 
such townships for the year in which· such borough 
was incorporated. 

Section 3. Whenever any borough has been erected 
out of a township, or whenever any township has been 
merged into more than one borough, the court of com­
mon pleas, upon application, by a bill in equity, of any 
creditor of such townships, or of the authorities of any 
such township or borough, may ascertain the indebted­
ness of such townships, including judgments against 
the same, at the time of the incorporation of such 
boroughs, respectively, and may equitably adjust such 
indebtednesA between such townships and boroughs, 
and between the several boroughs into. which any town­
ship shall have been merged, and shall decree the pro­
portion of such indebtedness which each township and 
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borough shall pay. In making such adjustment the 
township taxes then unexpended shall be taken into 
account. 

Section 4. The adjustment shall be based upon the 
assessments of the townships for the year in which 
such boroughs were incorporated. In ascertaining the 
indebtedness, neither pending actions nor claims 
against such townships, founded on tort, shall be in-

. eluded, unless the· same shall, in the meantime, have 
been prosecuted to final judgme-nt. 

Section 5. · Three months' notice shall be given, by' 
order of court, to all persons having claims against 
any of such townships, to present the same. on or be­
fore the day therein named. All persons failing to 
present their claims shall be forever debarred from 
enforcing collection of the same. The ·notice shall be 
published in not less than two newspapers of the 
county. 

8ection u. The court may make all needful orders 
for the collection and payment, by the township or 
borough, of the share of the indebtedness apportioned 
to it, anti may order the officers of the township or 
borough to collect, by special taxation, an amou·nt 
sufficient to pay the share, either in one year or by 
annual instalments. 

8cction 7. The court may appoint a receiver to 
whom the money due from each township and borough 
1hall be paid. The receiver shall pay over the amount 
so received to creditors of the township, in such order 

. or in such proportions as the court shall direct. In 
case of any special taxation in any township or bor­
ough, the collector of tlie special tax shall pay the 
same to the receiver. 

Sectio'n S. Each borough, in any of the cases afore­
said, shall be credited with its proper share of any un­
appropriated balance in the treasury of such town­
ships, at the end of the current year, during which such 
borough 8hall' have been incorporated, and the court 
may equitably apportion the same. . 

Section 9. The cost of the proceedings shall be paid 
by the se\·eral townships and boroughs in such pro­
portions as the court shall direct. 

(b) WHEN BOROUGHS ARE RE-ESTABLISHED. 

Section 10. Whenever any borough shall be erected 
from a city of the third class, formed by joi'ning to­
gether two or more boroughs as provided in chapter 
two,· article three of this act, the court of common pleas 
shall immediately appoint an auditor. 

Section 11. The auditor shall ascertain the indebt­
edness of such city. He shall likewise take into ac­
count, and inclµde in bis report, the cost of all the 
pr,0perty owned by such city, and purchased at the 
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general expense of the same·. He shall show in his 
i-eport how much of such indebtedness would be the 
proportionate share chargeable to the territory so set 
off from such city, after allowa·nce for a proportionate 
credit for the value of the property owned by the city 
prior to the establishment of the borough. c 

Section 12. If the1·e is any indebtedness remaining 
which would be chargeable to the borough, then the 
authorities of such borough shall issue and deliver to 
the authorities of the city interest-bearing bonds, in 
liquidation of the indebtedness ascertained to be the 
proportfonate share payable by such borough. The 
costs of the proceedings shall be paid by the borough 
re-established. 

(c) WHEN LIMITS ARE CHANGED AND BOROUGHS DI­
VIDED. 

Sectio'n 13. Whenever proceedings shall be com­
menced l'or the purpose of changing the limits of any 
borough, a8 provided in chapter three, article one, sec­
tions one to nineteen, inclusive; or in the case of the 
division of boroughs as provided in chapter two, arti­
cle four, of this act, and the same shall have been ap­
proved by the grand jury to which the application shall 
have been submitted, in all cases where such approval 
is required, the court before e·ntering a decree confirm­
ing the same, shall appoint an auditor. 

Section 14. The court shall, at the time of making 
the appointment, direct notice to be given to all par­
ties interested. Such notice shall state the time and 
place of the meeting of the auditor, and the time of 
making his report, a·nd of the hearing thereon. 

Section 15. The auditor shall ascertain the liabili­
ties of the several boroughs and townships affected, 
the amount and value of the property owned by each, 
the amount and value of the property passing to and 
from each borough and township, and the assessed val­
uation of all property liable to taxation for borough 
or township purposes, as shown by the last assess­
ment, and within the limits of the part annexed to or 
detached from such borough. He shall report the same 
to the court, with the form of a decree adjusting the 
liabilities equitably between such boroughs a'nd town­
ships respectively. 

Section· 16. The court shall direct the amounts that 
shall be paid by such borough~ and townships, and 
the time and mode. of payment, and, if necessary, may 
order a special tax to be levied upon the property so 
annexed to or detached from said borough, for the pay­
ment of the indebted'ness awarded against it, and shall 
direct how the same shall be assessed and collected. 
The costs and expenses of the proceedings shall be 
paid as the court shall direct. 
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(d) WHEN TERRITORY IS DETACHED. 

Section 17. Wheneve~ under the provisions of chap· 
ter three, article one, sections twenty to twenty-four, 
inclusive, of this act, the court shall decree the de· 
tachment of territory from a borough, the court shall 
appoint an auditor, who shall give such notice as the 
court shall direct to all parties in interest. 

Section lS. The auditor shall hear all parties in in­
terest, make necessary investigation, and report to the 
court the total valuation for taxation purposes of the 
boroughs and townships affected, the assessed valuation 
of the portion detached, the amount of indebtedness 
of the several boroughs and townships, and the value of 
all property tra·nsferred from the borough to a town­
ship or borough. The auditor shall also report a form 
of decree making such adjustment of the indebtedness 
of the boroughs and townships affected as he shall 
deem equitable. 

Section 19. The report and decree shall.be confirmed 
nisi by the court, and shall become absolute in ten days 
unless exceptions be filed thereto or an appeal be taken 
by parties in interest. The costs and expenses of the 
proceedings shall be paid as the court shall direct. 

CH.APTER V. 

GENER.AL POWERS . 

.ARTICLE I. 

Section J . A borough may:-
I. Have succession perpetually· by its corporate 

name. 
II. Sue and be sued, and complain and defend in the 

courts of the Commonwealth. 
III. Make and use a common seal, and alter the same 

at pleasure. 
IV .. Purchase, hold, lease, let, and convey such real 

and personal estate as the purposes Of the borough 
shall require. 

Section 2. The powers of the borough shall be vested 
in the corporate officers. They shall have power:-

!. To regulate tJ:ie roads, streets, lanes, alleys, com­
mon sewers, public squares, common grounds, foot­
walks, gutters, culverts, and drains, and the heights, 
grades, widths, slopes, and forms thereof; and to pro­
hibit the erection or construction of any building or 
other obstruction to the convenient use of the same. 

II. To prescribe reasonable fees for the services of 
their officers in the adjustment of grades, curbs, lines 
of streets, and the like, and to enforce the payment of 
the same. 

III. To provide a supply of water for the use of the 
inhabitants, and to make regulations for the protection 
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of the pipes, reservoirs, and other constructions or ap­
paratus; and to prevent the waste of water so sup­
plied. 

IV. To establish a nightly watch. 
V. To provide street lights and to make regulations 

for the protection thereof. 
VI. To co·nstruct and maintain in any of the high­

ways within the borough limits, comfort and waiting­
stations and drinking fountains. The damages accru­
ing to abutting properties by reason of any such im­
provements shall be ascertained and collected in the 
manner provided in chapter six, article two of this 
act. 

VIL 'l'o erect watering-troughs. 
VIII. To prohibit and remove any obstruction or 

nuisance in the highways of the borough. 
IX. To prohibit and remove any nuisance or danger­

ous structure on public or private grounds, or to re­
quire the removal of the same by the owner or occupier 
of such grounds; in default of which·the borough may 
cause the same to be done and collect the cost thereof, 
together with a penalty of twenty per cent of such 
cost, in the manner provided in chapter six, article 
twelve, sections two and three of this act. 

X. To prohibit the keeping of hogs within the bor­
ough, or within any part of the bor9ugh. 

XI. To make regulations respecting vaults, cesspools, 
and drains. 

XII. To make.regulations relative to the accumula• 
tion of ma·nure, compost, and the like. 

XIII. To prohibit accumulations of garbage or rub­
bish upon private properties, and to prescribe penalties 
for the enforcement thereof. 

XIV. To make regulations for the care and removal 
. of garbage and other refuse material, including the im­
position and collection of reasonable fees and charges 
therefor; and to prescribe fines and penalties for the 
violation of such regulations. 

XV. To erect, maintain, and operate garbage-plants, 
or to provide other means for the collection, destruc­
tion, or removal of garbage and other refuse material; 
and to provide for the payment of the cost or expense 
thereof, either in whole or in part out of the funds of 
the borough. 

XVI. To prohibit, within the borough, th~ caTrying 
on of any manufacture, art, trade, or busine'ss which 
may be noxious or offensive to the inhabitants. 

XVII. To make such other regu~ations as may be 
necessary for the health and cleanliness, and the beauty, 
convenience, comfort, and safety of the borough. 

XVIII. To make regulatio'ns, within the borough, 
or within such limits thereof as may be deemed proper, 
relative to the cause and management of fires, and the 
prevention tpereof. 
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XIX. To purchase fire-engines and fire-apparatus 
for the use of the borough, and to appropriate money 
to fire companies. 

XX. To prohibit or regulate the erection of wooden 
structures. 

XXL To make regulations for the construction of 
new buildings and repair of old ones; and to require 
that, before the work begins, municipal approval of the 
plans and specifications therefor be secured; and to 
provide for the inspection of such constmction and 
repair, including the appointment of one or more build­
ing inspectol's; to prescribe limits wherein none but 
buildings of non-combustible material and fire-proof 
roofs shall IJe el'ected or substantially reconstructed, 
or removed therein to; and to provide penalties for the 
violation of such regulations. Any building erected, 
reconstructed, or removed contrary to the provisions 
of any ordinance passed for any of the purposes speci­
fied in thif.J clause, is declared to be a public nuisance, 
and abatable as such. 

XXII. 'l'o prohibit the manufacture, sale, or expos­
ure of fire-works or other inflammable or dangerous 
articles; to prescribe the quantities of inflammable ar­
ticles that may be kept in one place; and to prescribe 
such other safeguards as may be necessary. 

XXIII. To make i·egulations respecting partition 
fences and the fou'ndations and party-walls of build-
ings. . 

XXIV. To prescribe reasonable fees for the service 
of their oflicers in the adjustment of party-walls, par­
tition fences, and the like, and to enforce the payment 
of the same. 

XXV, •ro regulate, license, or prohibit theatrical ex­
hibitions, amusements, and other exhibitions; to regu­
late and license, a·nd to fix the time of opening and 
closing of pool-rooms, billiard-rooms, and ten-pin 
alleys. 

XXVI. To regulate markets and peddling, and to 
provide for the inspection of milk. 

XXVII. To regulate the scales, weights, and meas­
ures, according to the standard of the Commonwealth; 
to provide for the confiscation of false weights and 
measures, and to regulate the i'nspection and measure­
ment, or weight, of articles offered for sale in the bor­
ough. 

XXVII r. To levy and collect annually a tax on the 
owners of dogs and bitches, not exceeding one dollar 
on the owner of but one dog, and two dollars on the 
owner of bnt one bitch, a·nd to levy and collect such ad­
ditional tax on the owners of more than one dog or 
bitch, and in such ratio of increase as they may deem 
proper. 
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XXIX. To prohibit or regulate the running at large 
of dogs; and in the enforcement of such regulations 
to direct the killing of dogs or their seizure a'nd sale 
for the benefit of the borough. 

XXX. To prohibit and regulate the running at large 
of other animals, and to authorize their seizure and sale 
for the benefit of the borough. · 

XXXI. To impose fines and penalties incurring par­
tial or total forefeitures, or to remit 1.he same. 

XXXII. To provide a lockup for the temporary de­
ten ti on of persons. 

XXXITI.. To display the flag of Pen·nsylvania or 
the flag of any county, city, borough, or other munici­
pality i:ri the State, on the public buildings of the bor­
ough. 

XXXIV. To enter into contracts with any street 
passenger railway company, surface, elevated, or under­
ground, or motor power company, leasing and operating 
the fra·nehise and property of such company within the 
limits of the borough; regulating the franchises, pow­
ers, duties, and liabilities of such companies, and the 
respective rights of the contracting parties. Such con­
tracts may, inter alia, provide for payments by the 
companies to the borough, in lieu of the performance 
of certain duties, or the payment of license fees or 
charges imposed in favor of such bo1~ough by the char­
ters of the respective companies, or by any general law 
or ordinances; for the appointment by the borough of 
a certain number of persons to act as directors of such 
company,' in conjunction with the directors elected by 
the stockholders of such company; and may further 
provide for the ultimate acquisition by the borough, 
upon terms mutually satisfactory, of the leaseholds, 
property, and fra·nchises of the contracting companies. 

xxx'v. 'l'o take by right of eminent domain for the 
purpose llf appropriating to themselves, for the use 
of the National Guard of Pennsylvania, such public 
lands, easements, and public property as may be in 
their possession or control and used or held by them 
for any .other purpose. Such right, however, shall not 
be exercised as to any street or wharf, but all other 
public easeme·nts arid property ·may be appropriated 
and used for the purposes herein provided, any limita­
tion of the use thereof by the borough, either by dona­
tion, dedication, appropriation, statute, or otherwise, 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

XXXVI. To appropriate money or convey land, 
either independently or in conjunction with any·county, 
city, town, borough, or other _municipal division, to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of 
assisting the Armory Board of the Con:imonwealth of 
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Pennsylvania in the erection of armories for the use 
of the National Guard; a·nd to furnish water, light, o'r 
fuel free of cost to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for use in any armory of the National Guard; and to 
do all things necessary to accomplish the purposes of 
this clause. 

XXXVII. ·To appropriate money for the expenses 
of Memorial Day services. 

XXXVIII. To appropriate annually to each camp 
of the United Spanish War Veterans, and of the army 
of the Philippines, and to each post of the American 
Veterans of Foreign Service, in the borough, a sum 
not exceeding fifty dollars to aid in defraying the ex­
penses of Memorial Day. 

XXXIX. To make, and they are hereby so required; 
1 annual appropriations, to each post of the Grand Army 

of the Republic, in the borough, in a sum not exceeding 
fifty dollars to aid in defraying expenses of Memorial 
Day. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE I. 

EMINENT DOMAIN. 

Section 1. Boroughs may enter upon the lands and 
premises of any pe1·son, for the purposes authorized by 
this act. 

Section ·2. No borough shall exercise the right of 
eminent domain as against land now occupied by any 
building which was used during the Colonial or Revolu­
tionary period, as a place of assemtJly by the Council 
of the Colony of Pennsylvania, the Supreme Executive 
Council of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or the 
Congress of the United States; or as against the land 
occupied by any fort, redoubt, or blo_ckhouse erected 
during the Colonial or Revolutionary period, or any 
building used as headquarters by the Commander-in­
Ohief of the Continental Army; or as against the site 
of any building, fort, redoubt, blockhouse, or head­
quarters which are preserved for their historic asso­
ciations, and not for private profit. The Colonial and 
Revolutionary period shall be taken as ended on the 
third day of September, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-three. · 

Sectio·n 3. Whenever, in any condemnation proceed­
ings, any borough has tendered a bond to secure the 
payment of damages, and the same has been accepted, 
or, if the acceptance has been refused and the bond has 
been filed in and approved by the court, the borough 
shall have the right to immediate possession of the 
property. 
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Section 4·. If the owner, lessee, or occupier shall re­
fuse to remove his personal property or give up posses­
sion, the borough may serve written notice upon such 
owner, lessee, or his agent, or the occupier, to remove 
his personal property and give up possession of such 
property, within sixty days from the date of the service 
of such notice. 

Section 5. If the owner, lessee, or occupier shall re­
fuse to remove his personal property and give posses­
sion, upon proof of the service of the notice, specified 
in section four of this article, a writ. of habere facias 
possessionem shall forthwith issue, directing the sher-
iff to give to the borough possession. · 

Section 6. Whenever any court shall order any bor­
ough to enter security for the payment of damages for 
the taking, injury, or destruction of land or materials 
by right of eminent domain, the bond Qf the borough 
shall be taken without sureties. 

Section 7. In all cases of the appropriation of land 
for public use, other than for roads or streets, it shall 
not be lawful to assess a·ny portion of the damage done 
to o:i;- value of the land so appropriated, against the 
other property adjoining or in the vicinity of the land so 
appropriated. 

Section 8. Viewers or juries of view appointed by 
any court to assess damages and benefits, due to the 
taking, injury, or destruction of private property in 
and by the construction or enlargement of any public 
work, highway, or improvement, shall make their re­
ports within a time which the court shall fix when ap­
pointing them. 

Section 9. If any of the viewers or juries of view ap­
pointed as provided in the preceding section shall, for 
any reason appearing sufficient to the court, be unable 
to file its report within the period so fixed, the court 
may, either before or ,after the expiratio'n of the time 
fixed, extend the time for the filing of such· report. 

Section 10. oln any proceeding to ascertain the dam­
ages caused to any owner of lands, by reason of the 
appropriation of a right of way or easement by any 
borough, where the owner and borough cannot agree 
upon the amount of damage done, the parties may, by 
agreement, waive the right to have such damages as­
sessed, and the owner may file his claim in the court of 
common pleas of the county, and rule the defendant 
to plead thereto within fifteen days from the service of 
such rule upon the borough, and the suit shall be pro­
ceeded with as if an award of viewers had been filed 
and an apveal had been taken therefrom. 

Section 11. Either party to such an action may on 
motion have the jury visit and view the premises over 
or through which the proposed right of way or ease­
ment may extend. 

22 Lawa.. 
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Section e. In all cases of damages assessed against 
any borough for property taken, injured, or destroyed 
by the .construction or enlargement of their works, 
highways, or improvements, whether such assessment 
shall have been made by viewers, or otherwise than 
upo·n trial in court, and an appeal is not provided for, 
an appeal may be taken by either party to the court of 
common pleas of the county within thirty days from the 
filing of the report. 

Section 13. Any appeal taken pursuant to the pre­
ceding section shall be signed by the party taking the 
same or b.f his agent or attorney, and shall be accom­
panied by an affidavit of the party appellant, or of the 
agent or attorney, that the same is not for the purpose 
of delay, but because the a:ffiant firmly believes that 
injustice has been done. 

Section 14. When no appeal is taken in accordance 
with the provisions of sections twelve and thirteen of 
this article and judgment is entered, and the party to 
whom damages have been awarded refuses to accept 
payment of such award or· judgment, then ~t shall be 
lawful for such borough, upon petition to the cqurt, 
after notice as ordered by court, to pay the amount of 
the award and costs into the court. The court, upon 
such payment, shall order the satisfaction of the award 
or judgment. 

CHAPTER VI . . 
SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE II. 

CONDE~fNATION PROCEEDINGS IN COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS. 

Section 1. In the laying out, opening, widening, ex­
tending, rncating, grading, or changing the grades or 
lines of streets, lanes or alleys, the construction of 
bl'idges aud the piers and abutments therefor, the con­
struction of slopes, embankments and sewers, the erec­
tion and extension of water-works, wharves and docks, 
public buildings, public works, filtratio·n-plants, sewer­
age systems, sewage and garbage disposal-plants, gas­
plants, electric light plants, and libraries, the estab­
lishing of parks and playgrounds, and the changi.11g of 
water-courses, a borough may enter upon, appropriate, 
injure, or destroy private lands, property, or material. 

Section 2. Except as is in this act otherwise provided, 
in case the compensation for damages or b~nefits accru­
ing therefrom have not been agreed upon, any court of 
common pleas, or any law judge thereof in vacation, 
on application thereto by petition by the borough or 
any person interested, shall appoint three viewers from 
the board of viewers of the county, and appoint a time, 
not less than twenty nor more than thirty days there-
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after, when the viewers shall meet upon the line of the 
improvement. and view the same and the premises af­
fected thereby. 

Section 3. 'l'he viewers pi·ovided for in the preceding 
section may be appointed before or after the entry, ap­
propriation, or injury.of a·ny property or materials for 
1.:onstructing such improvements. 

Section 4. Except when. otherwise in this act pro­
vided, the viewers shall give. at least ten days' notice 
of the time of their first meeting, by publication in one 
or more newspapers of the county, and ·by h"andbills 
posted upon the premises, or otherwise as the court 
shall direct. Where the publication is in more than one 
newspaper, one of the newspapers may be in tQe Ger­
man language. 

Section 5. The viewers, having been sworn or affirmed 
faithfully, justly, and impartially to· decide and· a 
true report to make concerning all matters to be sub­
mitted to them, and in i·elation to which they are au­
thorized to inquire, a'nd having viewed the premises 
and examined the property, shall hear all parties inter­
ested and their witnesses, and shall determine the dam­
ages for property taken, injured, or destroyed, and to 
whom the same is payable; and having determined the 
damages, together with the benefits, they shall prepare 
a schedule thereof. · 

Section 6. The damages may be paid in whole or in 
part by the borough, or may be assessed in whole or in 
part upon the. property benefited. In the latter case, 
the viewers, h"aving first determined the damages apart 
from the benefits, shall assess the total cost of the im-

. provement, or so much thereof as may be just and rea­
sonable, upon the properties peculiarly benefited, in­
cluding in the assessment all parties for which damages 
have been allowed, and shall report the same to the 
court. The total. assessments for benefits shall not 

. exceed the total damages awarded or agreed upon. 
Section 7. In proceedings to assess damages and ben­

efits, if the property is both benefited and damaged by 
such improvements, the excess of damages over benefits, 
or the excess of benefits over damages, or nothing, in 
case the benefits and damages are equal, shall be award­
ed to or assessed against the several owners of property 
affected thereby. 

Section S. The preceding section shall not prevent 
the viewers from making a separate report of the dam­
ages and benefits, respectively. In such event, if the 
damages to the property of any person be greater than 
the benefits, or if the benefits be greater than the dam­
ages, or if the damages and benefits be equal, in either 
case the viewers shall strike a balance and carry the 
difference forward to another column, so that the as­
sessment shall show what amount is to be received or 
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paid by the property owner, and the difference only 
shall be collectible of or paid to such property owner. 
Appeals taken from the report of the board of viewers 
shall be from such net amount only. 

Section.9. The viewers shall give notice to all parties 
to whom damages are allowed, or upon whom assess­
ments for benefits are made, of a time, not less than ten 
days thereafter, and of place where the viewers will 
meet and exhibit their schedule and hear all excep­
tions thereto. 

Sectio·n 10. Such notice shall be given, in the manner 
provided by law for the service of a summons in a per­
sonal action, if the parties can be found in the borough; 
or upon an adult person residing upon the property 
affected by the assessment, in case the owner or reputed 
owner cannot be found; and to all others by publication 
in the :iewspaper or newspapers in which the first 
notices of the view were published, and by posting con­
spicuous1y on the premises. Council may by ordinance 
provide by whom the notice shall be served and posted 
and fix the compe·nsation for such service. 

Section 11. After making whatever changes are 
necessary, the viewers shall report to the court, show­
ing the damages and benefits allowed and assessed 
in each case, and file therewith a plan showing the 
improvement, the properties taken, injured, or de­
stroyed, and properties benefited. 

Section 12. When the report is filed, ·notice thereof 
shall immediately be given by publication once in the 
newspapers publishing the notice provided for in sec­
tion four of this article. Such notice shall state the 
date of filing of the report, contain a schedule of the 
damages allowed and benefits assessed, and shall state 
that unless exceptions be filed thereto within thirty 
days from the date of filing, the report will be confir.med 
absolutely. · 

Section l 3. The cost of the proceedings, including 
court costs, except the compensation of the viewers, 
shall be paid by the borough. 

Section 14. Except when in this act otherwise pro­
vided, in all cases where the parties have not agreed 
upon the damages claimed, or where, by reason of the 
absence or legal incapacity of the owner, no such agree­
ment can be made, the borough may tender sufficient 
security to the party entitled to damages, or to the 
attorney or agent of any person absent, or to the agent 
or officer of a corporation, or to the guardian or com­
mittee ·Of anyone under legal incapacity. 

Section 15. The condition of the security shall be, 
that the borough shall pay or cause to be paid such 
amount of damages as the party shall be entitled to 
re<'eive, after the same shall have been agreed upon 
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by the parties, or assessed in the manner provided for 
by this article. In case the party claiming damages 
r·efuse to accept the security tendered, the borough shall 
give the party, or his agent, attorney, guardian, or 
committee, a written notice of the time when the same 
will be presented in court. 

Section l 6. If approved by the court, the security 
shall be filed for the ·benefit of those interested, a·nd 
recovery may be had thereon for the amount of damages 

'assessed. If the damages be not paid, they may be col­
lected by execution on the judgment in tb.e issue framed 
to try the question_ Upon the approval of the security, 
the borough may proceed with the improvement. 

Section 17. Within thirty days after the filing of any 
report, any party interested may file exceptions to the 
same; and the court shall co·nfirm, modify, or change 
the same, or change the assessments made therein, or 
refer it back to the same or new viewers. 

Section 18. When the report is filed, the prothono­
tary shall mark it confirmed nisi. In case no exceptions 
are filed thereto, he shall enter a decree that the report 
is confirmed absolutely. 

Section 19. When exceptions are filed which affect 
the entire report the same shall not be confirmed ab­
solutely as to any part thereof until the exceptions 
have been finally disposed of; when the exceptions do 
not affect the entire.report, the court may confirm the 
assessments to which exceptions have not been taken. 

Section 20. Within six mon.ths after the cotrfirmation 
of any report any party interested may appeal from the 
decree of the court below to the Superior or Supreme 
Court, as the case may be. 

Section 21. Where any appeal is taken from the 
action of the court confirming any view.ers' report, or 
part thereof, if the appeal affects the entire report 
it shall have the effect of suspending the absolute con­
firmation thereof until the appeal is finally disposed 
of; but where the appeal is to matters which do not 
affect the entire report, or any other assessment, such 
appeal shall affect only the particular assessment for 
which the appeal is taken. 

Section 22. Jn order to determine whether any ap­
peal affects the entire i·eport, or any particular assess­
ment, the appellant shall file in the court below, before , 
or at the time of filing his writ of certiorari, a copy 
of his specifications or assignments of error or grounds 
of appeal. Upo·n failure so to do, the borough or any 
party interested may, by notice or rule upon the ap­
pellant, rn11se such specifications, assignments of error, 
or grounds of appeal to be filed. · 

Section 23. Upon the request of the borough or any 
party interested, the court below, or any judge thereof 
in vacation, shall certify, whether tire appeal affects 
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the entire report, and said certificate shall be conclu 
sive. Where the court or judge certifies that the ap 
peal will affect the entire report, no further proceed­
ings shall be taken in the court below until after the 
final action of the appellate court; but where the court 
or judge l'.ertifies that the appeal will affect oniy a par­
ticular assessment, then the confirmation of all other 
assessments shall be final. 

Section 24. If, on any appeal, the action of the 
court below is affirmed, the date of the decree or judg­
ment of the appellate court shall be taken as the day 
on which the report was finally confirmed. 

Section 25. Where any appeal is take·n to the Su­
preme Court and an appeal is also taken to the Supe­
rior Court, and the appeals in both cases are substan­
tially the same, the Superior Court may certify such ap­
peal to the Supreme Court, to be heard with the other 
appeals from the same report. 

Section 26. The Supreme Court shall consolidate 
all such appeals and hear them as one case. Where 
several appeals are taken from the confirmation of tlie 
same report, either to the Superior or Supreme Court, 
and the grounds of appeal are similar, the appellate 
court may consolidate the appeals. 

Section 27. Several parties may unite i'n a single 
appeal, either to the Superior or Supreme Court, where 
the grounds of appeal are similar; but the uniting of 
the appellants shall not unite the amounts or change 
the jurisdiction. When the appeal, if taken by each 
appellant singly, would be to the Superior Court, then 
the appeal shall be to that co.urt; but if the appeal of 
any one appe1lant would be to the Supreme Court, 
then the joint appeal shall be to tha:t court. If an 
appeal has been taken to tlie Supreme Court, any other 
party, without regard to the amount involved, if the 
grounds of appeal are similar, may appeal to the same 
court.and join in such appeal. 

Section 28. Within thirty days after any report of 
viewers i8 filed in court, any party whose property is 
taken, injured, or destroyed, or who is assessed benefits, 
may appeal to the court of common pleas and demand a 
trial by jury. 

Section 29. The appeal, as provided in the last pre­
ceding section, shall state the grounds upon which it 
is taken, and shall be signed by the appellant, or by 
his agent or attorney; and shall be accompanied by an 
affidavit that it is not taken for the purpose of delay, 
but because the appellant believes that injustice has 
been done. 

Section 30. Upon the trial of any such appeal, in 
case the party appellant does not obtain a verdict more 
favorable than was the report of the viewers as finally 
confirmed, the appellant shall not recover any costs. 
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Section 31. The court of common pleas shall order 
what notices shall be given in connection with such 
proceedings, and may, by rule or otherwise, prescribe 
the form of pleadings. After verdict and final judg­
ment, either party may appeal to the Superior or Su­
preme Court. 

Section 32; Should any appeal under this article 
be made to the wrong court, such court shall certify the 
appeal to the court to which it should have been 
taken. 

Section 33. No appeal taken under this article shall 
prevent the filing of liens by any borough for any as­
sessment made by any such report, but, upon the fi'nal 
termination of the issue, the court shall make such 
order as to the lien filed as shall appear right and 
proper. 

Section 34. If any borough shall repeal any ordi­
nance, or discontinue any proceeding, providing for any 
of the improvements mentioned i'n this article, prior to 
the entry upon, taking, or injury to any property or 
materials, the borough shall not be liable to pay any 
damages which have been assessed; but all costs upon 
any such proceeding shall be paid by the borough, to­
gether with any actual damage sustained by reason of 
such proceeding. 

Section 35. All assessments for benefits, costs, a·nd 
expenses sliall bear interest at the expiration of thirty 
days after they shall have been finally ascertained, 
and shall bP payable to the treasurer of the borough. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE III. 

DAMAGES FOR INJURY TO PROPERTY. 

Section l. The right to damages against boroughs 
is given to all owners or tenants of lands, property, or 
material abutting on or through which pass roads,. 
streets, lanes, or alleys injured by the laying out, 
opening, widening, vacating, extending, or grading of 
such roads, streets, lanes, or alleys, or th·e changing of 
the grades or lines thereof; the construction and the 
vacation of bridges and piers, abutments, 1and ap­
proaches therefor, and the construction of sewers, over, 
upon, or through such Jands or property. 

Section 2. All juries of view appointed for assessing 
damages m.· benefits for taking, using, occupying, or in­
juring lantl, property, or material, are directed to assess 
the damages, provided for in section one of this article, 
against boroughs, and the benefits in connectio·n there­
with. and make a report thereof to the cmHt. 
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Section 3. The right of appeal to the court of com­
mon pleas, the right of trial by jury, and the right to 
file exceptions are given to any party not satisfied 
with such report. 

Section 4. After disposal of exceptions, or after ver­
dict and final judgment, any interested party may ap­
peal to the Superior or Supreme Court as i'n other 
cases. 

Section.5. Whenever viiewers are appointed to vacate 
any road, street, or highway, and the vacation of the 
same takes no land from the owner abutting thereon, 
if, in the opinion of the vie:wers, such vacation dam­
ages the property of the abutting owner, they may 
award damages to such owner as though land has been 
actually tu.ken, a'nd such damages shall be ascertained 
as provided in ('hapter six, article two of th~s act. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE IV .. 

OPENING, WIDI~NING, EXTENDING, STRAIGHTENING, 
AND VA.CA.TING STREETS. 

(a) WITHOUT PETITION. 

Section 1. Boroughs may survey, lay out, open, 
widen, straighten, extend, or vacate streets, lanes, 
alleys, and comts, or parts thereof, without petition of 
property owners. 

Section 2. Ten days' notice of the contemplated im­
provement shall be given by the borough, by not less 
than ten handbills posted on the line of the proposed 
improvement, and in such notice shall be designated 
a time and place where objections thereto shall be 
heard. · 

Section 3. Any ordinance authorizing the exercise 
of any power conferred by section one of this article 
shall be adopted by the affirmative vote of three-fourths 
of the whole number of councilmen, and shall be ap­
proved by the burgess. No such ordinance shall be 
finally adopted until the expiration of twenty-eight 
days from the date of its introduction, and, in the 
meantime, copies thereof shall be published in such one 
or more of the newspapers of the borough, once a week 
for three consecutive weeks, immediately following the 
introduction thereof. Jn caRe no newspaper shall be 
published in the borough, tlien in one newspaper pub­
lished in the county. 

Section 4. No owner or occupier of lands, buildings, 
oi:. other improvements shall erect any buildings or 
make any improvements within the lines of the roads. 
streets, lanes, alleys, or courts laid out, widened, or 
straightened, or proposed to be 1aio ont, widened, or 
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straightened, after notice thereof. If any such erection 
or improvement shall be made, no allowance shall be 
had therefor in the assessment of damages. 

Section 5. Viewers shall be appointed, damages 
awarded, and benefits assessed as provided in chapter 
six, article two, in the case of property taken, injured, 
or destroyed. Any costs and expenses which cannot be 
assessed upon property benefited shall be paid by the 
borough. · 

Section 6. Any street, lane, or alley opened pursuant 
to this article, or by agreement of parties, is a public 
highway. · 

(b) ON PETITION TO THE COUNCIL. 

Section 7. Boroughs may, upon petition, open, widen, 
straighten, extend, or vacate streets and alleys or parts 
thereof. 

Section 8. The petition shall be signed by a major­
ity in number and interest of the owners of property 
abutting on the line of the proposed improvement, as 
fixed at the time of its presentation, and shall be veri­
fied by the affidavit of one or more of the petitioners. 
The ·majority in interest of owners of undivided in­
terests in any piece of property shall be deemed as one 
person for the purposes of the petition. 

Section 9. Upon the approval of any ordinance 
passed pursuant to section seven of this article, notice 
shall, within ten days, be given by handbills posted 
in conspicuous places along the line of the proposed 
improvement. The ·notice shall state the fact of the 
passage of the ordinance, and the date thereof, that 
the petition for the improvement was signed by a 
majority in interest and number of the owners of prop­
erty abutting the line of the proposed improvement, 
and. that any person interested, denying the fact that 
such petitio'n was so signed, may appeal to the court 
of common pleas of the county within thirty days after 
the passage thereof. 

Section 10. Any person interested may, within sixty 
days from the passage of the ordinance, present a pe­
tition to the court of common pleas of the county, 
whereupon the court shall determine whether such im­
provement was petitioned for by the requisite majority. 
If said court shall find that it was not so petitioned for, 
it shall quash the ordinance; otherwise, it shall ap­
prove the same. 

Section 11. If no appeal shall be taken, or if the 
court on appeal shall approve the ordinance, the bor­
ough may proceed with the improvement. Thereafter 
all parties interested shall be estopped from denying 

. the fact that the petition was signed by the requisite 
majority of the property owners as required by section 
eight of this article. · 
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Section 12. Viewers shall be appointed, damages 
awarded, and benefits assessed as provided in chapter 
six, article two of this act, in the case of property taken, 
injured, or destroyed. Any costs and expenses which 
cannot be assessed upon property benefited shall be 
paid by the borough. 

(c) TIME WITHIN WHICH STREETS ARE TO BE OPENED. 

Section 13. Whenever any borough shall pass an 
ordinance authorizing the laying out or surveying of 
any road, street, lane, alley, or court over any private 
property, the proceedings to open the same, and to as­
sess the damages arising therefrom, shall be had not 
later than two years from the passage thereof. 

Section 14. Whenever any street, lane, or alley shall 
be laid out by any person, and has not been opened to 
or used by the public for twenty-one years, such streets, 
lanes, or alleys shall not thereafter be opened without 
the consent of the owners of the laQd on which the same 
has been so laid out. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE V. 

VACATION OF ROADS AND STREETS. 

(a) ROADS LAID OUT BY THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Section 1. Boroughs may vacate, in whole or in 
part, streets, lanes, and alleys within their limits, laid 
out by the Commonwealth, whenever the same shall 
have remained unopened for a period of thirty years. 

Section 2. In exercising the power provided for in 
the preceding section, the proceedings for the ascer­
tainment of damages and the assessment of benefits 
shall be as provided for in chapter six, article two of 
this act. 

(b) LANES AND ALLEYS DECLARED NUISANCES BY 
BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Section ·3. Whenever the board of health of the bor­
ough shall declare as a nuisance any public alley, lane, 
or passageway, any two or more owners of property ad­
jacent or abutting upon the same may present their 
petition, verified by oath or affirmation, to the court of 
·quarter ':lessions, setting forth the facts regarding such 
nuisance, and praying that said alley, lane, or passage­
way may be vacated. Such petition shall be accom­
panied by a certificate of the board of health, setting 
forth that they have declared such alley, lane, or pas­
sageway to be a public nuisance. 

Section 4. The court shall thereupon appoint a jury· 
of view, of three men of the county. The jury, being 
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sworn or affirmed to faithfully perform its duties, shall 
give notice to all parties likely to be affected by the 
proceedings, of the time and place of tll3 first meeting, 
in such manner as the court shall direct. 

Section 5. After tlle first meeting the jury shall pro­
ceed to view the premises, hear all parties interested 
and their witnesses, and shall prepare a report of find­
ings and recommendations as to whether or not such 
alley, lane, or passageway, or part thereof, should be 
vacated; and in such report shall award damages and 
assess benefits to the property affected. 

Section G. The jury shall give notice, in writing, to 
all partie,,; affected by their report, at least ten days 
before the same is filed in court. 'fhe notice shall state 
the time aud place where such report will be open to 
inspection. 

Section 7. Any person aggrieved by such report 
may file exceptions thereto with the jury,. whereupon 
the jury shall reconsider their report, with the excep­
tions, and change the same as justice may require. The 
report as finally prepared shall be filed in court. 

Section 8. Any person affected by the report shall 
have an appeal to the court of common pleas, within 
thirty days after the report is filed, and the procedure 
on such appeal shall be the same as in actions of tres-· 
pass. · 

Section !.i. At the end of the period allowed for an 
appeal, the report shall be absolutely confirmed by the 
court as to such awards or assessments from which no 
appeals have been taken. 

Section 10. No alley, lane, or passageway shall be 
vacated, in a·ny case, where the vacating deprives any 
lot abutting thereon of the sole means of ingress or 
egress, otherwise than to or from the front line thereof; 

. nor where it was created by grant or contract and not 
theretofore accepted by the public. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE VI. 

ROADS PARTLY WITHIN THE BOROUGH. 

Section 1. In opening, widening, and straightening 
roads partly within a borough, like proceedings shall 
be had as for the laying out and opening of public 
roads. 

Section ~. Every jury appointed to view, lay out, 
widen, or vacate any road, or part of a road, in any 
borough, laid out as provided in sectio'n one of this· 
article, shall have reference to the town "'plot and to 
the general arrangement, convenience, and advantage 
of the borough, and shall set forth the facts fully in 
their report. 
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Section 3. All damages assessed beyond the value 
of the land appropriated to public use shall be paid 
by the boroug~, and the jury shall separately assess 
the same. . 
· Section 4. Petitions for the assessment of damages 

for the opening or widening of any road or highway, 
when the damages are not· assessed by the view open­
ing the road, may be filed in the court of quarter ses­
sions, within the period of six years from the confirma­
tion of any report, or the entry of any decree opening 
such road or highway. All claims shall be barred after 
the expiration of the period of six years. 

Section 5. No owner or occupier of lands, build­
ings, or improvements shall erect any building or make 
any improvements within the lines of the roads laid 
out, widened, or straightened, or proposed to be laid 
out, widened, or straightened, after notice thereof; 
and if any such erection or improvement shall be made, 
no allowance shall be had therefor in the assessment of 
damages. 

Section ti. Whe·never the authorities of any borough 
deem it advisable to construct or change any part of 
any public road under their supervision, and can agree 
with the property owners affected as to the damages, 
upon the payment of the damages agreed upon, the 
borough may change or alter such public road without 
the formality of a view. 

Section 7. Before any change i~ made in any such 
road, a petition setting forth the facts, accompanied 
by a map, shall be presented to the court of quarter 
sessions; and, if approved by the court, the new loca­
tion shall be taken to be the public road and the old 
location shall be deemed vacated. 

Section 8. The authority conferred in section six 
of this article shall not extend to any change, the costs 
and expenses of which, includi'ng damages, shall exceed 
three hundred dollars. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE VII. 

STREET IMPROVEMENT. 

(a) GRADING S.TREETS .A.ND ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGES. 

Section 1. Boroughs may lay out, establish, or 
change the grades of streets, roads, lanes, and alleys, 
or parts thereof. 

Section 2. At least ten days' notice shall be given, 
by not le~;s than ten handbills posted on the line of the 
proposed improvement, ·of a·ny proposition to establish 
or change the grades of streets, roads, lanes, or alleys, 
and in such notice a time and place shall be designated 
where objections thereto shall be heard. 
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Section 3. Whenever any street, road, lane, or alley 
is graded, or changed in grade, pursuant to this article, 
and private property is damaged thereby, the damages 
may be awarded, and benefits, costs, and expenses, 
where the costs and expenses are not a::;:;e::;::;ed accord­
ing to the foot-front rule, may be asses:;ed, a::; provided 
in chapter six, article two of thi::; act; il:l the case of 
property taken, injured, or destroyed. 

(b) GRADING, CURBING, PAVING, MACADAMIZING 
ST]{EJ!JTS ON •PE'£l'£IUN, AND ASSESSMENT ACCORD­
ING '£U BENE1!'1'£S. 

Section 4, Upon the petition of a majority of prop­
erty owners in intere::;t and number, abutting on the 
line of any propo::;ed improvement, to be verified by the 
affidavit of at lea::;t one of the petitioners, a majority 
in interest of owner::; of undivided interests in any piece 
of property to be treated as one person, a borough may 
grade, curb, pave, or macadamize, or otherwi::;e im­
prove, a·ny sti-eet or alley, or part thereof, or which 
may be, in whole or in part, boundaries thereof, and 
provide 'for the necessary drainage thereof. 

·Section 5. The majority in interest and number 
required for such petitions ::;hall be fixed as of the date 
of such petition. After the passage of any ordinance 
for the grading, curbing, paving, or macadamizing, or 
otherwise improving, any street or alley, notice shall 
be given, within ten days ther·eafter, by handbills posted 
in conspicuous places along the line of the proposed 
improvement. 

~ection ti. 'l'he notice shall state the fact and the 
date of the passage of such ordinance, that the petition 
for the impl'ovement was signed by a majority in in-
1.erest and number of owners of property abutting. on 
the line of ·the proposed improvement, and that any 
person interested, denying the fact that said petition 
was so signed, may appeal to the court of common 
plea::; of the county, within thirty days from the passage 
of the ordinance. 

Section 7. Any person intarested may, within 
thirty days from the passage of such ordinance, pre­
sent a petition to the court of common pleas of the 
county, setting forth the facts; whereupon the court 
shall determine whether such improvement was peti­
tioned for by the requisite majority. If the court shall 
find that it was not so petitioned for, it shall q~ash the 
ordinance; but, if it shall find that it was so petitioned 
for, it shall approve the same. If no appeal shall be 
taken, or if the court on appeal shall approve the ordi­
nance, the borough may proceed with the improvement, 
and thereafter all parties shall be estopped from deny­
ing the fact that such petition was properly signed. 
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Section S. On petition, viewel's shall be appointed 
as providnd in chapter six, article two of this act, who 
shall asse~s the damages, costs, and expenses of such 
grading, curbing, paving, or macadamizing, or improv­
ing, including the expenses for necessary drainage, 
upon the prop9rty be'nefited, according to benefits, if 
sufficient can be found; but, if not, the deficiency, when 
ascertained, shall be paid by the borough. The pro­
ceedings of the viewers and the proceedings on their 
report shall be as provided in chapter six, article two 
of this act. 

(c) GRADING, CURBING, PAVING, OR MACADAMIZING 
STREETS, AND COLLECTION Olf' COST BY l<'OOT­
FRONT RULE. 

Section 9. Boroughs, without petition, or upon peti­
tion veriJjed l.Jy affidavit of at least one of the petition­
ers, may grade, cm·b, pave or macadamize streets, lanes, 
and alleys, or parts thereof, and collect from the owners 
of real estate abutting on the improvement by an equal 
assessment on the foot-front, the whole cost, or part 
thereof, including the expenses for the necessary drain­
age thereof, as follows, that is to say: 

l. If the petition be for grading, curbing, paving, 
or macadamizing, and is signed by petitioners repre­
senting two-thirds in the number of feet of properties 
abutting on the proposed improvement, and the real 
estate on both sides of the street is assessable, then 
two-thirds of the cost may be collected. 

II. If the petition be for grading, curbing, paving, 
or macadamizing, and is signed by petitioners repre­
se'ntitig two-thirds in the number of feet of property 
abutting on the proposed improvement, and the real 
estate on one side only of the street is assessable, then· 
one~half of the cost may be collected. 

III. If the petition be for grading, curbing, paving, 
or macadamizing, and is signed by petitioners repre­
senting four-fifths in the number of feet of property 
abutting on the proposed improvement, then the whole 
cost may be collected. The whole cost of such improve­
ment shall not be assessed unless the petition shall 
contain a statement to the effect that the whole cost 
may be collected: 

IV. If the petition be for grading only, and is signed 
by a majority in ·number and interest of the owners of 
property abutting the line of the proposed improve­
ment, a majority of owners of undivided interest in any 
one piece of property to be deemed as one person, then 
the whole cost, or any part thereof, may be collected; 
and the council in making the assessme'nt may pro­
vide for an equitable reduction, not exceeding one­
third, from the frontage of all lots at street or other 
intersections where, for any equitable cause, an assess­
ment for the full frontage would be unjust. 
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V. If any street is- graded, curbed, paved, or mac­
adamized without a petition, as pl'Ovided in this sec­
tion, then two-thirds of the cost may be collected. 

Section 1.0. Whenever an ordinance is passed for 
any of the purposes authorized by the preceding sec­
tion, pur·suant to a petition therefor, ten days' notice 
shall be given by hand-bills posted· in conspicuous 
places along the line of the proposed improvement. 
'fhe notice shall state the fact and date of the passage 
of the ordinance, that the petition for the improve­
ment was signed by a majority of free-holders in inter­
est and number, or by the owners of property repre­
senting two-thirds or four-fifths in the number of feet 
abutting the line of the proposed improvement, as the 
case may be, and shall further state that any person 
interested, denying that the petition was so signed, 
may appeal to the court of common pleas of the county 
within thirty days from the passage of the ordinance. 

Section 11. Any person interested may, within 
thirty days from the passage of the ordinance, present 
a petition to the court of common pleas of the county, 
whereupon the court shall determine whether said im­
provement was petitioned for by the requisite majority, 
two-thirds or four-fifths, as the case may be. If the 
court shall ·find that it was not so petitioned for, it 
shall quash the ordinance, otherwise it shall approve 
the same. 

Section 12. If no such appeal shall be taken, or if 
the court on the appeal shall approve the ordinance, 
the borough may proceed with the improvement, and 
thereafter all parties interested shall be estopped from 
denying the fact that the petition was properly signed. 

Section 13. 'Whenever any improvement is proposed 
to be macle without a petitio·n, as provided in section 
nine of this article, the ordinance authorizing and di­
recting the improvement shall be adopted by the affirm­
ative vote of two-thirds of the whole number· of coun­
cil. If the burgess approve such ordinance, he shall 
sign it; but, if he shall not so approve, he shall return 
it with his objections to the council at the next regular 

·meeting thereof, when said objections shall be entered 
upon the minutes. . ' 

At the regular meeting next succeeding the return 
of such ordinance the council shall proceed to a recon­
sideration thereof, and if .all the members shall vote 
to pass such ordinance it shall then become of as full 
force as if it had been approved by the burgess; but, 
in such case, the vote shall be determined by yeas and 
nays, and the names and votes of the members shall be 
entered on the minutes. If such ordinance shall not 
be returned by the burgess at the regular meeting next 
succeeding its presentation to him, it shall likewise 
have as full force as if it had been approved. 
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Section 14. Whenever any improvement is proposed 
to be made without a petition, as provided in sectiou 
nine of this article, the ordinance authol'izing such im­
provement shall not be adopted until twenty-eight days 
from the date of.its introduction, a·nd in the meantime 
copies thereof shall be published in a newspaper cir­
culating in the borough, once a week for two weeks, 
and five copies thereof shall be posted in conspicuous 
places along the proposed improvement, ten days be­
fo1·e its final passage. 

Section 15. All assessments made pursuant to sec­
tion nine of this article shall be estimated by the coun­
cil or such person as it shall designate, and shall be 
filed with th~ secretary of the borough. 

Section 16_ The secretary of the borough shall 
cause thiety days' notice of the assessment to be given 
to each party assessed, either by service on th,e owner 
or his agent or left on the assessed premises. 

Sectio·n 17. If any assessment shall remain unpaid 
at the expiration of the notice it shall be the duty of 
the borough solicitor to collect the same, with interest 
from the time of completion of the improvement, by 
action of assumpsit or by a lien to be filed and col­
lected in the same manner as municipal claims. When 
an owner has two or more lots against which there is 
an assessment for the same improvem~nt, all of such 
lots shall be embraced in one claim_ 

(d) GR.A.DING, CURBING, PAVING, M.A.C.A.D.A.MIZING, 
BOUND.A.RY STHEETS .A.ND STREETS OUTSIDE 
LIMITS. 

1. By agreement with municipalities and town­
ships. 

Section 18. Boroughs may enter into agreements 
with adjoining municipalities and townships for the 
grading, eurbi'ng, paving, or macadamizing of streets 
and alleys, which may be boundaries between such 
boroughs and municipalities or townships, and may 
provide in such conhact that the damages, costs, and 
expenses of such improvement shall be divided between 
such boroughs, municipalities, or townships, in the pro­
portion agreed upo·n. 

Section 19. In grading, curbing, pavi'ng, or mac­
adamizing such streets or alleys, boroughs shall exer­
cise such power only upon petition of a majority of the 
property owners in interest and number abutting the 
line of the proposed impro\·ement, withi'n the borough 
limits, to be verified by the affidavit of at least one of 
the petitioners, a majority .in interest of owners of un­
divided interests in any piece of property to be treated 
as one person, asking that such improvement be made. 
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Section 20. The portion of the damages, costs, and 
expe.nses agreed to be paid by the borough shall be as­
certained, and the benefits incident thereto shall be as­
sessed and collected, in the manner provided in chap­
ter six. article two of ~his act; but the borough may 
agree to pay any part of the costs, damages, and expen­
ses of such improvements. out of the general funds. 

2. By agreement with counties a:nd townships. 
Section 21. Whenever the center line of any high­

way constitutes the dividing line between any borough 
and a township located in the same county, and the 
borough shall enter i'nto a contract with the commis­
sioners of the county, and the commissioners or road 
supervisors of the township, to grade, curb, pave, or 
macadamize such highway in accordance with the pro­
visions of the act of the twentieth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and thirteen, page two hun­
dred a'nd sixty-seven, entitled "An act providing a 
method whereby highways, the center line of which con­
stitutes a dividing line between a city or borough 
and a township in the same county, may be altered or 
improved and the cost thereof apportioned,'' such al­
teration or improvement shall be constructed and sub­
sequent repairs shall be made under the supervisio'n 
of the authorities of the borough, and in compliance 
with the plans to be agreed upon, in writing, between 
such borough and the commissioners of the county and 
the commissioners or road supervisors of the township. 
One-half of the cost of such repairs shail be borne by 
the borough. 

3. Streets outside limits. 
Section 22. Boroughs may, singly or jointly, with , 

boroughs, cities or counties, appropriate and expend 
moneys for the improvement of highways outside of 
the limits of such boroughs, for the purpose. of con­
necting improved streets in such boroughs wit.J;i State 
or State-aid highways. No such highway shall be im­
proved which shall be more than ·one mile in length. 

(f) .MAINTFJNANCE AND IMPROVEMENT OF CON-
DEMNED AND ABANDONED TURNPIKES. 

· Section 23. When any turnpike, or part thereof, 
situate in the same or more than one county, shall be 
condemned for public use, free of tolls, and the assess­
ment of damages therefor shall have been paid by the 
county; or when any turnpike company or association 
has abandoned its turnpike, or any part thereof; or 
when any turnpike company or association has been 
dissolved, such turnpike, or part thereof, located with­
in the limits of any borough, shall be maintained and 
improved in the same ma·nner as other streets of the 

,borough. 

23 Laws. 
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(g) MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT OF STREETS 
CONNECTING COUNTY ROADS. 

Section 24. Whenever any county shall improve any 
toad located within any borough, under the provisions 
of an act, approved the thirteenth day of Mfty, one 
thousand nine hundred and nine, page five hundred and 
twenty-seven, entitled "An act amending an act, ap­
proved the twenty-second day of April, Anno Domini 
nineteen hundred and five, entitled 'An act to amend 
an act, entitled "An act providing for the permanent 
improvement of certain public roads or highways in 
the several counties of this Commonwealth, making 
such improved roads and highways county roads; au­
thorizing the relocation, opening, straightening, wi­
dening, extension, and altera tio·n of the same, and the 
vacation of so much of any such road as may thereby 
become unnecessary; authorizing the taking of prop­
er·ty for such improvement, and providing for the com­
pensation the1·efor and the damage resulting from 
such taking; providing for the payment of the costs 
and expenses incurred in making such improvements, 
and in thereafter repairing a·nd maintaining said road, 
and authorizing the levy of a tax to provide a fund 
for such purposes,'' approved June twenty-sixth, one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-five; providing 
that public roads and highways may be constructed, 
improved, and maintained by the several counties of 
the Commonwealth as county roads, whether existing 
by other authority or laid out in whole or in part by 
virtue of this act; and providing that public roads and 
highways may be originally located, laid out, and es­
tablished for the purpose of such construction, im­
provement, and maintenance by the several counties, 
in the manner and by the procedure set out in the 
amended act, and subject to other provisions thereof; 
providing for the laying out of a system of main thor­
oughfares, to which the establishing, construction, im­
provement, and maintenance of public roads by the 
counties shall be restricted after January one, one 
thousand nine hundred and seven; but providing for 
such establishing, construction, improvement, and 
maintenance of roads not part of said system, upon 
parties interested paying not less than one-fourth of 
the original cost of construction; and providing that 
the county commissioners of any cou·nty may provide 
rules regulating the use of roads constructed and 
maintained by the counties; and prescribing the pen­
alties for the violation thereof,' and providing that 
public roads and highways located, established, con­
structed, and improved by the several counties, in the 
manner and by the procedure set out in the said acts, 
shall thereafter be township or borough roads, and be 
maintained and improved by the proper township 'tw 
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borough,'' such road shall, by ordinance ena~ted by 
the borough council, become a borough road, and the 
duty of maintaining the same in repair shall devolve 
upon the borough in which such road lies. 

Section 25. Whenever any road is improved by a 
county, in accordance with the provisions of an act, 
approved the eleventh day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred and eleven;page two hundred and ·forty-four, 
entitled "An act providing for the original location, 
laying out, and construction of public roads· or high­
ways in the several counties of this Commonwealth, 
and for the permanent improvement of certain pub­
lic roads or high ways therein; making such originally 
co·nstructet.l or improved roads and highways county 
roads; authorizing the relocation, opening, straight· 
ening, widening, extension, and alteration of the same, 
and the vacation of so much of any road as may there­
by become unnecessary; providing that the county 
commissiouers of any county may prescribe rules regu­
lating the use of i·oads constructed or maintained by 
the various counties, and prescribing penalties for the 
violation thereof; providing for the taking of property 
for such improvement, the compensation to be paid 
therefor, and the payment of damages resulting from 
such taking, aud the manner in which such damages 
may be determined; pr.oviding for the payment of the 

· costs and expenses of such construction or improve­
ment and in thereafter repairing and maintaining 
said roads; authorizing the levy of a tax or the issuing 
of bonds to provide a fund for the expense thereof; 
prescribin;; a method for improving a county road 
lying within or traversing a borough, and apportioning 
the cost of such improvement; and authorizing the va­
cation of any county road,'' and its amendments, and 
"'hen a borough intervenes between two ends of such 
county highway, and the borough has failed to improve 
the street or streets constituting the shortest and most 
reasonable route through the borough, which will con­
nect the two ends of such highway, the council of the 

• borough may, by ordinance, contract with the county 
commissioners, that the shortest a'nd most reasonable 
route through such borough be improved; or, when an 
improved county highway terminates at the limits of 
a borough in the same or another county, and connects 
with. a borough street which the borough has failed .to 
improve, and the county commissioners deem the im­
provement of such borough street necessary, in order 
to make such highway accessible to the traveling pub­
lic, the council of the borough may, by ordinance, co·n­
tract with the county commissioners for the improve 
ment of such street. 
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Section 26. Whenever an improvement is made to a 
borough street, pursuant to the preceding section, the 
cost of such improvement may be divided between the 
borough and the county. The borough ordinance au-

' thorizing the improvement shall stipulate what per­
ce'ntage of the cost, if any, the borough and county 
shall pay. The contract for such improvement may be 
taken by the borough, upon the stipulation of the 
county to pay its proportionate share of the cost, or 
the improvement may be made by joint contract with 
the county, 

Section 27. Before any highway is improved under 
sections twenty-nine and thirty of this article the bor­
ough shall agree with the county commissioners for 
the maintenance of such highway. Such agreement 
may provide that such highway shall be kept and main­
tained in repair by the borough, or by the county, and 
in the latter case the cost thereof shall be paid by the 
borough to the county. 

(h) ASSESSMENTS ON PROPERTY OUTSIDE LIMITS. 

Section 28. Whenever any street or alley, entirely 
within the limits of any borough, shall divide such 
borough from any other municipality or township, lo­
cated in the same county, the property on the side of 
the street or alley opposite the line of the borough 
shall, for a depth of one hundred and fifty feet, be 
assessed for municipal improvements on such streets 
or alleys on which such property shall abut, i:n the man­
ner provided by chapter six, article two of this act. 

(i) EXPENDITURES FOR PAVING, CURBING, MACAD­
AMIZING STREETS. 

Section 29. The authorities of any borough, in aq­
dition to the method of paying for improvements pre­
scribed in this article, may expend not exceeding one­
half of the annual appropriation for roads and streets 
in curbing and paving or macadamizing any street, 
lane, or alley, or part thereof. · 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

CO-LLECTION BY INSTALMENT OF COST OF GRADING 
AND IMPROVING STREETS. 

Section 1. When any borough shall authorize the 
grading, sub-grading, or t11e permanent paving and im­
provement of any streets or alleys, or parts thereof, 
and the entire costs, or any part thereof, shall be as­
sessed against the properties abutting on such improve­
ment, whether by the foot-front rule or according to 
benefits, the council :rr:.ay provide in the ordinance that 
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the assessment may be paid in semi-annual or annual 
instalments. Such instalments shall bear interest, at 
a rate not exceeding six per centum, from the date of 
the commencement of the work or the construction of 
such improv_ement . 
. Section ~. In order to provide for the payment of 

the cost and expense of such impr1;1Vement the council 
of such borough may, from time to time, issue bonds, 
in such sums as may be required, in all to an amount 
not exceeding the amount of assessments. The bo"nds 
shall bear the name of the street or alley to be im­
proved, and shall rest alone for their security and pay­
ment upon su~h assessments; and shall be payable at 
periods not exceeding five years from the date of their 
issue, to be provided in the ordinance directing the 
improvement. 

Section 3. The bonds shall bear interest at a rate 
not exceeding six per centum per annum, payable semi­
annually or annually, as the ordinance shall direct; 
and shall be negotiated at not less than par, and the 
proceeds thereof applied solely to the payment of such 
improvement. l'n case the bonds are not negotiated 
by the council, they may be delivered to the contractor 
in payment of the work, but when so delivered must 
be at not less than par. · · 

Section 4. Liens to secure the assessments shall be 
entered in the prothonotary's office of the county, in 
the same form and collected in the same manner as 
municipal claims are filed and collected. 

Section 5. Such assessments shall be payable at the 
office of the borough treasurer, or such other place as 
the ordinance shall provide, in semi-annual or annual 
instalments, with interest at the rate provided from 
the date from which interest is computed on the amount 
of the assessments. _The moneys so received by the 
borough shall be applied to the payment of such bonds 
exclusively. 

Section G. Tn case of default in the payment of any 
instalment and interest for a period of sixty days after 
the same shall become due, the entire assessment and 
accrued interest shall become due; and the borough 
solicitor shall proceed to collect the same under the 
general laws relating to the collection of municipal 
claims. 

Section 7. Any owner of property, against whom 
any such assessment has been made, may pay the same 
in full, at any time, with interest thereon to the next 
semi-annual or annual payment, and such payment 
shall discharge the lien. If any owner shall subdivide 
any property after the lien attaches, he may, in like. 
manner, discharge the same upon any subdivided por­
tion thereof by paying the amount for which such part 
would be liable. · 
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Section 8. Whenever any botough shall issue bonds 
vu1suaut lv tl.tis artide, tile neasuter o.t tl.te lw1·ough 
shall keev a regist1·y book, in whicl.t we uom.J.s shall lJe 
i·egistered. ~ud.1. registry shall sl.tow the date of the 
issue of 1he bond, the amount of the b.ond, and the 
name and addre:,;s of the l:Jel'son, fhm, or corporation 
to whom the sarue was is:,;ued, which shall also be noted 
on the back of such bond. 

Section !..l. 'l'he bonds may be transferred at a·ny time, 
and the tl'easurer shall make the proper entry of any 
such transfers in the registry book and on such bonds, 
and shall file all assign men ts among the records of the 
borough. Payment of such bonds and interest thereon 
shall be made only to tlie last 1·egistered owner. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE IX. 

STREETS AND HIGHWAYS CROSSING RAILROADS. 

Section 1. Every borough constructing a highway 
across a railroad shall construct the same above or be­
low the grnde thereof, unless permitted by the Public 
Service Commission to construct the same at grade. 

Section 2. Any such crossing of a railroad by a 
highway, or· any vacation of any highway crossing a 
railroad,· shall be constructed only in the manner pre­
scribed by, and under the jurisdiction of, the Public 
Service Commission. The compensation for damages 
to the owners of adjacent property taken, injured, or 
destroyed shall be ascertained, fixed, and paid in the 
manner prescribed in the Public Service Company 
Law. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE X. 

PLANS AND LOCATION OF STREETS. 

(n) PLANS OF STREETS. 

Section 1. Every borough shall have a general plan 
of its streets and alleys, including those which have 
been laid out, but not 'opened. 

Section 2. The plan shall be filed in the office of the 
engineer, or other proper office of the borough, and all 
subdivisions of property thereafter made shall conform 
thereto. 

Section 3. The location of streets or alleys laid out 
bv conncil shall not afterward be altered without the 
consent of council, and no map or plot of streets or 
alleys i-:hnll be entered in any public office of the county 
until approved by council. 
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(b) LOCATION OF STREETS. 

Section 4. Boroughs may, by ordina'nce, lo ca tc 
streets and alleys, and include therein streets and alh>ys 
theretofore opened or used. for highway purposes; a ud 
may locate streets or alleys theretofore opened t)l' u:sed 
for highway purposes, of a greater width; and may re· 
vise the lines of such streets or alleys in acco1·dance 
therewith, and place tlrn same on the general plan of 
such borough. All subdivisions of property thereafter 
made shall conform thereto. 

Section 5. No such locatio'n shall authorize tl1e entry 
upon or appropriation of any property, withi11 ;;n("h lo­
cated street or alley; not theretofore opened or u;;cd for 
highway purposes;, nor shall the same interfele in any 
way with the rights of the owners to the full use of 
such property. 

Section G. No person shall recm·er any damages for 
the taking, for public use, of any buildings or improve­
ments constructed within the lines of any located street 
or alley, after the same shall have been so located; and 
any such building or improvement shall be removed at 
the expense of the owner. 

(a) 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE XI. 

SIDEWALKS. 

GRADING. PAVING, REPAIRING, SIDEWALKS, 
CURBS, A.ND GUT'.rERS. 

Section 1. Boroughs may ordain and lay out side­
walks, curbs, gutters, and drains on the streets of the 
borough. 

Section 2. Boroughs may ordain and lay out side­
walks, gutters, and drains upo·n tbe beds of turnpike 
roads or State highways, with the consent of companies 
controlling such turnpikes, or the State Highway Com­
missioner. 

Section 3. Boroughs may ordain and lay out side­
walks, gutters, and drains upon land abutting the sides 
of State l:iighways, and upon land abutting the sides of 
public roads, where such roads are outside the borough 
limits,· aud the la'nd upon which such sidewalks are 
to be laid out, if withi11 the borough limits. 

Section 4. Boroughs shall fix the width of all side­
walks; and may require the grading, paving, and re­
pairing of sidewalks, and the constructing and· repair­
ing of curbs and gutters at the edge of sidewalks, by 
the owners of lots fronting thereon. 

Section 5. The borough may pay a portion of the cost 
and expense of grading and curbing sidewalks. 

3W 
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Section 6. Upon the neglect of any owner of lots to 
comply with the requirements as provided in the pre­
ceding sections of this article, the borough may, after 
notice, cause the grading, paving, repairing, curbing, 
and guttering to be done at the cost of such owner, and 
may collect the cost thereof and tl!n per centum addi­
tional, together with all charges and expenses, from 
such owner, and may file a municipal claim therefor 
or collect the same by action in assumpsit. 

Section 7. All such notices shall be served upon the 
owner of the premises to which the notice refers, if 
such oW'ner be a resident of the borough. If the owner 
is not a resident, then the notice may be served upon 
the agent or tenant of the owner, or upon the occupant 
of such premises. If the owner have no agent or tenant 
or there be no occupier of such premises, then service 
shall be by printed or written notice posted upon the 
premises. 

(b) LAYING OUT SIDEW.LLKS, GUTTERS, AND DRAINS 
ALONG THE SIDES OF TURNPIKE ROADS. 

Section 8. Boroughs may ordain and lay out side­
walks, gutters, and drains upon land abutting the sides 
of turnpike roads, and may fix the width thereof. 

Section !J. Whenever any borough shall open, lay 
out, and ordain sidewalks, gutters, and drains, upon 
lands abutting along the sides of tur·npike roads, the 
borough may apply, by petition, to the court of com­
mon pleas, setting forth the facts, and describing the 
locality of such sidewalks, gutters, and drains, and 
praying the CO"\lrt to appoint three viewers from the 
county board of viewers. 

Section 10. The viewers shall view the premises 
described in the petition, and, having regard to the ad­
vantages and disadvantages caused to the property 
along the line of such improvement, shall allow to all 
persons injured thereby such damages as they shall 
have sustained over and above all advantages, and shall 
make all as!'essments for contribution upon such prop­
erties as shall be benefited. 

Section 11. The viewers shall report to the next 
session of the court, describi'ng the properties upon 
which assessments have been made, specifically stating 
whether for contribution or for damages, with the 
amounts respectively, and the court may at any subse­
quent session, on the hearing of such parties as choose 
to contest the same, modify and confirm the report, 
which confirmation shall be final. The borough may 
collect such assessments for contribution by municip,al 
claim or by action of assumpsit. . 
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CHAPTER VI .• 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE XII. 

SEWERS. 

(a) POWER TO LAY OUT, AND ASSESS ACCORDING TO 
BENEFITS. 

Section J. Boroughs may lay out and ordain such 
common sewers and drains, as may be necessary, in 
any street or alley, or through or over private property. 

Section 2. · On petition viewers shall be appointed 
as provided in chapter six, article two of this act, who 
shall assess the damages, costs, and expenses of the 
sewer upon the property benefited according to 
benefits, if sufficient can be found; but, if not, then 
the deficiency, when finally ascertained, shall be paid 
by the borough. The proceedings of the viewers and the 
·proceedings on. their report shall be as provided in 
chapter 3ix, article two of this act. 

(b) SEWER SYSTEMS AND AS'SESSMENT ACCORDING TO 
FOOT-FRONT RULE. · 

Section 3. Any borough may, by ordina·nce, adopt 
and construct such system of sewers, as may be neces­
sary, for the disposal of sewage matter. 

Section 4. The borough shall fix the places along the 
streets, allt.ys, and courts where such sewer-mains or 
drains, and branches thereof, shall be·laid down, and 
shall prescribe the manner in which they shall be con­
structed. 

Section 5. No co'ntract for the construction of any 
such sewer systems shall be entered into until a permit 
for the construction of .the same shall have been ob­
taine(J. from the Commissioner of Health. 

Section 6. Whenever any borough shall determine 
to construct any sewer as provided in section three 
of this article, it shall, by ordinance, assess the cost 
thereof as a sewage tax upon the property adjoining 
or adjacent to the same, either by the foot-front rule 
or in such other manner as to the burgess and town 
council may seem equitable, which assessment, duly 
certified under the seal of the borough, attested by the 
burgess or the president of council and secretary, shall 
be collectible from the owner of such property. 

Section 7. Such certificate of assessment shall be 
prima facie evidence, in any suit for the recovery of the 
same, of the correctness and validity of such assess­
ment. 

Section S. If the owners of property ag~inst which 
assessment for sewage tax have been made shall refuse 
to pay such assessments within sixty days .after notice 
of the same, the borough may immediately ·111e a claim 
therefor against the .property upon which such assess-
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ments have been made. Such claims shall be filed and 
collected in the same manner as municipal claims are 
filed and wllected. 

Section !.l. The borough may enforce, by penalties, 
such regulations as it may ordain with reference to the 
use and maintenance of such sewage system. 

Section 10. The bol"Ough may extend the necessary 
sewer-mains and outlets beyond the limits of such bor­
ough, to a point where such sewage is to be disposed; 
and shall have power to enter upon and condemn such 
la'nds, property, and materials for the construction of 
all such sewer-mains, outlets, and works as may be 
necessary for the disposal of such sewage. 

Section 11. No ordinance for any such construction 
beyond the limits of the borough, or any works con­
nected therewith, shall be adopted until notice thereof 
has been given, by publication of the proposed ordi­
nance, for at least four weeks in· o·ne newspaper pub­
lished in the borough or county, and also by serving 
copies of such proposed ordinance upon all land owners 
through whose land such sewer is to pass, at least ten 
days before final action thereon. 

Section 12. Before entry shall be made upon private 
property without the owner's co·nsent, for the purpose 
of laying any such sewer or outlet, or constructing 
any such works, security for all damages which may be 
done shall first be given to such owner, in such form 
and in such amount as the court of common pleat-­
of the connty may direct. All damages caused by the 
construction of any such sewer or works, or by the 
taking of lands and materials therefor, shall be ascer­
tai'ned in the manner provided in chapter six, article 
two of this act for property taken, injured, or destroyed, 
and shall be paid out of the borough treasury. 

(c) JOINT SEWERS. 

Section 13. Boroughs may enter into agreements 
with muuicipalities or townships, for the purpose of 
building sewers, including trunk-line sewers or drains, 
and sewage-disposal plan:ts. Such agre~ent shall 
provide for the joint maintena·nce of the same. 

Section 14. No such sewer or plant shall be con­
structed until plam~ and specifications have been 
submitted to the State Department of Health, and 
approved in accordance with provisions of the act 
of April twenty-second, one thousand ni'ne hundred and 
five, page two hundred and sixty, entitled "An act to 
preserve the purity of the waters of the State for the 
protection of the public health." 

Section 15. Any borough may connect with an exist­
ing sewer, owned by any adjacent municipality, for 
sewage purposes, in the manner prescribed in sections 
sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen o.f this article. 
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Section 16. Whenever any borough shall desire to 
co'nnect with the existing sewer of any adjacent muni­
cipality, an application shall be made by council to 
the court <if quarter sessions of the county, setting forth 
that fact. 

Sectio'i1 17. If the court shall be of the opinion that 
such connection can be made without impairing the use­
fulness of the existing sewer, it shall appoint three 
viewers, who shal~ view the premises and investigate the 
facts of the case, a11d shall assess the proportionate part 
of the expense of building the original sewer, upon such 
borough, and shall fiX the proportion of the expense 
for repail's which each municipality shall thereafter 
bear, and dete1·mine all othe-r questions liable to arise 
in connection therewith. 

Section 18. The viewers shall report to the court 
the result of their investigation, which report shall be 
confirmed within thirty days, unless exceptions thereto 
be filed. After coufamation of such report, or the dis­
posal of any exceptions, any party interested may ap­
peal from the decision of the court of quarter sessions 
to the Superior Court. 

(d) ACQUISITION OF SEWER SYSTEMS. 

Section J 9. Any borough, in which any person, firm, 
or corporation is maintai11ing sewers and culverts, with 
the necessary inlets and appliances for surface, under­
surface, and sewage drainage, may become the owner 
of such sewers, culve1·ts, inlets, and appliances by pay­
ing therefor the actual value of t_he same at the time of 
the takiug by the borough. 

Section 20. In case of disagreement the amount to 
be paid shall be ascertained in the same manner as 
damages ai·e ascertained under chapter six, article 
two of this act. In the same proceeding the viewers 
shall assess the costs and expenses of the sewers, cul­
verts, 'inlets, and appliances acquired by the borough, 
upon the i.•roperty benefited, according to benefits, if 
sufficient can be fou'nd; but, if not, then the defieiency 
when ascertained shall be paid by the borough. 

(e) COLLECTION BY INSTALMENT OF COST OF BUILD­
ING AND ACQUIRING SEWERS A.ND SEWER SYS­
TEMS. 

Section 21. Whenever any' borough shall, by ordi­
nance, authorize the construction or acquisition of any 
sewer or ~ystem of sewers, and the entire cost or any 
part thereof shall be assessed against the propertiei;; 
abutting -011 such improvement, whether by the foot 
frbntrule or according to benefits, the council may pro­
vide in such ordinance that the assessment may be paid 
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in semi-annual or annual instalments. Such instal-
1r.ents shall bear interest, at a rate not exceeding six 
µer centum, from the date of the commencement of the 
work or ~he construction of such improvement. 

Section 22. In order to provide for the payment of 
the cost <rn<l expense of any such improvement, the bor­
ough may, from time to time, issue bonds in such sums 
as may be required, in all to an amount not exceeding 
the amount of assessments. The bonds shall bear the 
name of the sewer, and shall rest alone for their se­
curity a·na payment upon such assessments; and shall 
be payable at periods not exceeding five years from the 
date of their issue, to be provided in the ordinance 
directing the improvement. 

Section 23. The bonds shall bear interest at a rate 
not exceeding six per centum per annum, payable semi­
annually or annually as the council in the ordinance 
shall direct; and shall be negotiated at not less than 
par, and ihe proceeds thereof applied solely to the 
payment of such improvement. In case the bonds are 
not negotiated by the council, they may be delivered to 
the contractor in payment of the work, but whe'n so 
delivered must be at not less than par. 

Section 24.. Liens to secure the assessments shall be 
entered in the prothonotary's office of the county, iil 
the same form and collected in the same manner as 
municipal claims are filed and collected. 

Section 25. Such assessments shall be payable at 
the office of the borough treasurer, or such other place 
as the ordinance shall provide, in semi-annual or annual 
instalments, with interest at the rate provided from 
the date from which interest is computed on the amount 
of the assessments. The moneys so received by the bor­
ough shall be applied to the payment of such bonds 
exclusively. 

· Section 26. In case of default in the payment of 
any inetalment and interest for a period of sixty days 
after the :;:ame shall become due, the e'ntire assessment 
and accrued interest shall become due; and the solicitor 
shall proceed to collect the same under the general laws 
relating to the collection of municipal claims. · 

Section 27. Any owner of property, against whom 
any such assessment has been made, may pay the same 
in full at any time, with interest thereon to the next 
semi-annual or annual payment, and such payment 
shall discharge the lien. If any owner shall subdivide 
any property after tlie lien attaches, he may, in like 
manner, discharge the same upon any subdivided por­
tion thereof by paying the amount for which such part 
would be liable. 

Section 28. Whenever any borough shall issue any 
such bonds, the treasurer of the borough shall keep a 
registry book, in which the bonds shall be registered. 
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Such registry shall show the date of the issue •of the 
bo'nd, the amount of the bond, and the name and ad­
dress 9f the person, firm, or corporations to whom the 
same was issued, which shall also be noted on the back 
of such bonds. · 

Section 29 .. The bonds may be transferred at any 
time, and the treasurer shall make the proper entry 
of a·ny such transfers in the registry book and on such 
bonds, and shall file all assignments among the records 
of the borough. Payment of such bonds and interest 
thereon shall be made only to the last registered 
owner. 

Section 30. Nothing contained in this article shall 
prevent the construction of any sewer a:nd the payment 
of the same by general taxation, when the same is for 
the general health and public welfare of any bor­
ough. 

(f) SEWER CONNECTIONS. 

Section 31. Any borough may, by ordinance, require. 
any owner of property, abutting on or adjoining any 
street or alley i'n which is a sewer, to make connections 
with sucli. sewer in such manner as the borough may 
order, for the purpose of discharge of such drainage 
or waste matter as the borough may specify. The bor­
ough may by penalties enforce any regulations it may 
ordain with reference to any sewer connections. 

Section 32. The owner shall be given three months' 
notice of any resolution or ordinance requiring such 
sewer connection, and, upon failure to make such con­
·nection, the borough may make the same, and collect the 
cost thereof from the owner by a municipal claim or 
in an action of a:>immpsit. All connections required 
shall be uniform. 

(g) UNLAWFUL TO BUILD WITHIN LINE OF SEWERS. 

Section 33. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
erect any building, or make any improvement, within 

· the lines o( the sewers laid out or ordained to be laid 
out, after due notice thereof, and, if any such erection 
or improvement shall be made, no allowance shall be 
had therefor ;in the asses~ment of damages. 

(h) TO BE OPENED WITHIN TWO YEARS AFTER ENACT-
MENT OF ORDINANCE. . 

Section 34. If any borough shall lay out or ordain 
any sewer, over or under private property, located in 
whole or in part within the limits of such borough, 
and proceedings to open the same and to assess the 

. damage arisfog therefrom shall not be proceeded with 
by the borough, within two years from the enactment 
of the ordb1ance, the wbole proceeding shall be void. 
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UHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWER~. 

A..~TICLE XIII. 

CONTRAC'.rS WITH S'.l'REET RAILWAYS. 

Section 1. '.l.'o secure the removal of any street 
railway tracks, or to prevent the laying of any tracks 
authorized to l.Je laid, or to change the route of any 
street l'ailway on any street, a borough may enter 
into a contrnct with a street railway or motor power 
company, owning, leasing, or operating such tracks, 
for a period not exceeding fifty years, for such con­
siderations ·and upon such conditio'ns as may be agreed 
upon. 

Section 2. Such contract may include a covenant 
providing that, during the continuance thereof, muni­
cipal consent shall not be granted to a·ny other com­
pany to u:;;e, for street railway or passenger transpor­
tation purposes, any streets covered by such contract. 
Such covenant may be enforced by bill in equity against ' 
the borough. 

Section 3. 'l'he contract may also provide for the 
laying or relaying of tracks, upon such terms a·nd upon 
such conditions as may be agreed upon. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

BRIDGES AND VIADUCTS. 

(a) GENERAL POWER., 

Section 1. Boroughs may constrc:ct bridges, and the 
piers and abutme·nts therefor, and in exercising such 
power shall have the right to take, use, and occupy 
private property. · 

Section 2. Whenever any borough shall build any 
bridge, and the piers and abutments therefor, the same 
procedure shall be had as provided in chapter six, 
article four of this act relating to' the opening, widen­
ing, and straightening of streets, and all damages shall 
be awarded and benefits assessed as provided in chap· 
ter six, article two of this act. 

Section 3. Whenever in the laying out, opening, 
widening, extending, straightening, or gradi'ng of 
streets it becomes necessary to build bridges, piers, 
and abutments therefor, the proceedings therefor shall 
be, in th~ case of opening, widening, extending, or 
straightening streets, as provided in chapter six, article 
four, a·nd, in the case of grading streets, as provided in 
chapter six, article seven; and all damages shall be 
awarded and benefits assessed as provided in chapter 
six, article two of this act. 
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(b) OVER BOUNDARY STREAMS. 

Section. 4. Whenever a creek, over which a bridge 
may be necessary, shall be on the division line of a 
borough and a municipality or township, the borough 
shall unite with such municipality or township in the 
construction a'nd maintenance of such bridge, and pay 
an equal share of the ~xpenses incident thereto. 

(c) OVER RAILROADS. 

Section 5. Boroughs may build bridges or viaducts 
ovei~ railroads, rivers, creek.;;, streams, and private 
property, or· over railroads and any of them, or over 
railroads only, whether the bridges or viaducts be 
wholly or partly within the borough limits, for the pur­
pose of uniting two or more streets or separate portions 
of the same street. Such bridges and viaducts must 
in all cases cross railroads. 

Section 6. Boroughs may provide for the laying out 
and opening of the routes or locations for such bridge3 
and viaducts, which shall be public highways. The 
proceedings for the laying out and fixing such loca­
tions and for the opening thereof shall be as provided 
in chapter six, article four of thi!'I act, except that no 
petition of property owners shall be required there­
for. 

Section 7. In case the borough has riot agreed with 
the owner of any land for the damages do'ne or likely 
to be done by the erection of any such bridge or ,·ia­
duct, the borough may appropriate the lands and 
property uecessary, and the damages and benefits 
caused by such appropriation shall be assessed by 
viewers in the manner provided in chapter six, article 
two of this act. · 

Section S. The borough shall also have power to 
enter into a contract with the county comlllissioners, 
and also with railroads, street railways, aml other 
companies, or parties interested, for the building and 
mainten9.nce of such bridges or viaducts, and for the 
payment of a·ny damages caused by the location or 
erection thereof. 

Section 9. Nothing contained in the preceding sec­
tion shall authorize a borough to contract with a county 
for the maintenance of any bridge· or viaduct which 
does not cross a place over which the county is au­
thorized to build bridges; but such viaduct or bridge 
shall be maintained as a borough structure, and the 
borough is authorized to cO'ntract with any party in­
terested, except the county, for the maintenance of the 
same. 

Section 10. The contracts herein. provided for may 
stipulate- that the borough, county, railroad company, 
street railway, or other company or party interested, 
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shall pay a certain part of the contract price of the 
work, including damages; or may stipulate that each 
shall construct a certain portion of the w'ork, and 
may provide otherwise for the payment of damages. 

Section 11. When any railroad company, street rail­
way, or other company, or party interested, agrees to 
pay a certain portion of the cost of such work, it shall 
pay the same into the borough -treasury; and the bor­
ough treasurer shall pay the same over to the con­
tractor, as may be provided in the contract; but the 
amount to be paid by the county shall be paid directly 
to the contractor. The agreements may provide for the 
maintenance of the bridges and viaducts after their 
erection. 

Section 12. After any such co·ntract has been entered 
into, the borough, in conjunction with the county com­
missioners, shall have prepared plans and spedfications 
of the entire work, and shall advertise for bids, and 
award the contract to the lowest responsible bidder. 

Section 13. The contract for the work shall provide 
that the county shall pay its certain part of such 
bridge or viaduct, and the borough shall contract for 
the other part of the work; but the contract as to the 
borough's part shall be based upon the appropriation 
made by the borough for the part of the work for which 
it had agreed to pay, and the remaining part of the 
contract price shall be based upon the amounts the 
other parties have agreed to pay. 

Section 14. The contractor shall have a right of 
action against each party uniting in the contract pro­
vided for in sections ten and eleven of this' article, for 
the part thereof agreed to be paid by each party. 

Section 15. In case the county commissioners do 
not unite in the contract, the borough may contract 
for the construction of such bridge or viaduct, and . 
may pay for the entire work, or may contract with all 
or any of the other parties for such work. Plans and 
specifications shall be prepared and advertiseme'nt shall 
be made for bids by the boreugh, and the contract 
shall be let in the manner hereinbefore provided. 

Section 16. Any of the contracts provided for may 
be recorded in the recorder's office of the county, and 
such record shall be notice to all persons who might 
be affected thereby. · 

(d) CONDEMNATION OF TOLL-BRIDGES. 

Section 17. Boroughs may purchase, condemn, a·nd 
maintain any toll-bridge crossing any river or stream 
within the limits of such horough, and may also enter 
into contracts with the county commissioners whereby 
the count.v shall pay a portion of the costs thereof. 
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Section 18. If the borough is unable to agree with 
the owner of the bridge for the price to be paid, any 
court of common pleas, or any law judge thereof in 
vacation, on application of the borough, by petition, 
shall appoint three persons as viewers, and appoint 
a time, not less than ten nor more than twenty days 
thereafter, when the viewers shall meet and view the 
same together with the approaches thereto. 

Sectio'n 19. The proceedings before such viewers 
for the assessment of damages for property taken, in­
jured, or destroyed, and the proceedings on their report, 
shall be the same as provided in, chapter six, article two 
of this act. 

Section 20. If any borough shall discontinue any 
proceeding taken providing for the appropriation of 
any such bridge, prior to the entry upon the same, 
a:nd before judgment therein, the borough shall not be 
liable to pay any damages; but all costs upon any such 
proceeding, together with any actual damage sus­
tained by reason of such proceeding, shall be paid by 
the borough, and such damage .shall be fixed by the 
court. 

Section 21. Any borough may also enter into a con­
tract with the county commissioners, upon such terms 
and conditions as may be agreed upon, for the pur­
chase or condemnation of any such bridge. The con­
tract may stipulate that the borough and county shall 
each pay a certain portion of the purchase price or the 
damages allowed by any condemnation proceeding, and 
may also provide for the maintena·nce and repair of· 
such bridge. 

Section 22. The amount to be paid by the county 
shall be paid into the borough treasury, and shall be 
applied isolely to the payment of such bridge. 

Section 23. Whenever any bridge shall be purchased 
or condemned, the borough shall maintain the same 
as a public bridge; but the borough may charge tolls 
or rentals for the use thereof, from railways, telephone 
and telegraph companies,. and other perso·ns making a 
use thereof for other than ordinary foot ai::td vehicle 
travel. 

Section 24. All existing contracts between persons, 
firms, or corporations and the ow.ners of the bridge 
shall be preserved for the benefit of the borough, and 
shall be assigned to the borough. 

24 Laws. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE XV. 

ELECTRIC WIRES. 

Section 1. Boroughs may define, by ordinance, a 
reaso·nable distl'ict within which electric light, tele­
phone, and telegl'aph wires shall be placed under­
ground L-1 conduits, owned either by the borough or 
by corporations owning such wires, or by corporations 
organized for the purpose of laying such conduits and 
renting space therein. 

Section 2. Whenever. conduits are owned by any 
person, firm, or corporation, the borough may regulate, 
by ordinance, the manner in which conduits shall be 
used, and the terms and conditions, and the rate of 
rental to be charged for space therein. . 

Section 3. Boroughs may acquire such conduits by 
purchase or by condem·nation, and in the latter case 
the . com·t of common pleas, or any judge thereof in 
vacation, i;;hall, upon the petition of the borough, ap­
point a jury of three viewers from the county board, 
not resideu.ts of the borough, and the proceedings for 
the assessment of damages shall be the same as provided 
in chaptei· six, article two of this act for property 
taken, injured, or destroyed. 

Section 4. The borough authorities shall not sur­
render or barter away the rights reserved i'n sections 
one, two, and three of this act. 

Section 5. The court ot quarter sessions of the 
county, upon the appeal of any person, may review 
any ordinance passed pursuant to this article, and may 
annul such ordinance if deemed unreasonable. Such 
appeal shall l;>e take'n within thirty days from the 
approval of such ordinance. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

WATER-COURSES. 

(a) WIDENING AND DEEPENING WATER-COURSES .A.ND 
ERECTING El\IBANKMENTS. 

Section J. Boroughs may widen and deepen water­
courses running through the borough, and may erect 
such dykes and embankments along the same as shall 
be necessary to prevent the water from overflowing the 
banks thereof. 

Section 2. Eoroughs may enter upo·n any land lying 
near such water-courses, and secure such material as 
may be necessary for the .purpose of. making and re­
pairing the embankments along such water-courses, 
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when the same cannot be obtained by contract at rea­
sonable prices. Boroughs shall cause no unnecessary 
damage to the ow·ners of such lands, and shall repair 
any fences which they may destroy. 

Section 3. Borot;tghs may appropriate, for such pur­
poses, auy moneys of the borough applicable to the 
making and maintaining of the streets and bridges of 
such borough. 

Section J. Any person aggrieved by reason of any 
Ol'dinance passed pursuant to the preceding sectio'ns 
of this article may complain to the court of common 
pleas and proceedings may be had in the court to fix 
and ~1etermine the damages and the rights, of all 
parties interested, in the same manner as provided in 
chapter six, article two of this act. 

(b) VACATION AND ALTillRA'l'lON OF COURSE OR CHAN­
NEL OF WATER-COURSES. 

Section 5. Boroughs may vacate or alter the course 
or channd of any water-course, other than navigable 
streams, and for such purpose may enter upon and 
condemn such property and materials as may be neces-
sa1·y. . 

Section Li. No ordinance for the vacation or altera­
tion of the course or channel of any water-course shall 
be passed until notice thereof has been given by publi­
cation of the proposed ordinance, at least once a week 
for three consecutive weeks, in one newspaper published 
in the county. 

Section 'l. The borough may, at any time after the 
passage of the ordinance, present a petition to the court 
of common pleas, setting forth the nature of the vaca­
tion or alteration proposed in the course or channel'of 
such water-course, together with a description of the 
proposed improvements, and praying the· court to ap­
point three viewers to ascertain the damages, costs, 
and expenses resulting therefrom, and to assess the 
damages, costs, and expenses, or so much 't:hereo'f 
as the viewers may deem reasonable, upo·n the property 
benefited. 

Section 8. The court, or any law judge thereof in 
vacation, i:;hall appoint three viewers from the county 
board of vfowers, and appoint a time, not less than 
twenty nor more than thirty days thereafter, when the 
viewers shall meet upon the line of the improvement 
and view the same a'nd the premises affected. 

Section 9. The proceedings before such viewers, for 
the allowance of damages for property taken, injured, 
or destroyed, and for the assessment of benefits upon 
property benefited, shall be as provided in chapter 
six, article two of this act. 
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Section 10. If any borough shall repeal any ordi­
nance passed, or discontinue any proceeding taken, pro­
viding for any such improvements, prior to the entry 
upon, appropriation, or injury to any property or ma­
terials, ·the borough shall not be liable.to pay any dam­
ages, but all costs upon any such proceeding, together 
with any actual damage or injury sustained by reason 
of such proceeding, shall be paid by the borough. 

Section 11. When the court has entered its final 
1 decree confirming the report or fixing the assessments, 

the assessments of benefits shall become liens upon the 
property assessed, and such claims shall be filed and 
collected in the same manner as mu'nicipal claims are 
filed and collected, or they may be collected by action 
of assumpsit; the lien of the judgment, however, ·to 
be limited to the property assessed. 

Section 12. Nothing contained in. section five· of this 
article~ or in the sections based thereon, shall apply to 
any water-course used by any municipality or water 
company as a source of supply, u·nless such municipal­
ity or water company shall consent"to such vacation or 
alteration. · 

(c) CONFINING AND PAVING WATER-COURSES. 

Section 13. Upon the written request of the board of 
health, the borough may confine and pave any water­
course, or part thereof, other than navigable streams, 
within the limits of the borough, and for such purpose 
may enter upon and condemn such property and mate­
rials as may be necessary to complete such work. 

Section 14. No ordinance for the confining or pav­
ing of any water-course shall be passed until notice 
thereof has been given by publication of the proposed 
ordinance, once a week for three co·nsecutive weeks, in 
one newspaper published in the county. 

Section 15. When the work of confining and paving 
·of any water-course has been completed, if the borough 
cannot agree with the property owners as to the pay­
ment of the costs and expe·nses, the borough may pre­
sent its petition to the court of common pleas, setting 
forth the cllaracter of such improvements, and that the 
damages, costs, and expenses incurred have not been 
paid, and praying the court to appoint three freehold­
ers as viewers to ascertain the damages, costs, and 
expenses resulting therefrom, and to ratably assess the 
damages, costs and expenses, ·or so much thereof as the 
viewers may deem reasonable, upon the property bene­
fited, and make report thereof to the court. 

Section 16. The court, or any law judge thereof, 
shall thereupon appoint three viewers from the county· 
board of viewers, and appoint a time, not less than 
twenty nor more than thirty days thereafter, when 
the viewers shall meet upon the line of the improve­
ment and view the same. 
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Section 17. The proceedings ·before such viewers 
for the allowance of damages for property taken, in­
jured, or destroyed, and for the assessment of benefits 
upon property benefited, shall be as provided in chapter 
six, article two of this act. 

Section 18. The final assessment against any prop­
erty shall be a lien for the amount of such assess~ent, 
dating from the time of the final confirmation of the 
report, or the final decree of the court fixing such as­
sessment, if filed in the court within six months from 
the final asse:ssment, or confirmation. 

Section 19. Nothing contained in section thirteen of 
this article, or in the sections based thereon, shall ap­
ply to any water-course used by any borough or water 
company as a source of supply, unless such borough or 
water company shall consent to such confining or 
paving. 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. . . 
ARTICLE XVII. 

PUBLIC SERVICE. 

(a) WATER SUPPLY AND WATER-WORKS. 

Section J. Boroughs may provide a supply of water 
for the use of the public within such borough, by erect­
ing and operating water-works, by entering into con­
tract with persons or corporations authorized to sup­
ply water within the limits of such borough, or partly 
by the erection and operation of water-works. and 
partly by entering into a contract. 

Section 2. No contract for the supply of water here­
after entered into by any borough with any person or 
corporation shall, in any wise, abridge the power of the 
borough to construct and operate water-works as pro­
vided in section one of this article, but such power shall 
remain in force as though such contract had not been 
made. 

Section 3. Any borough desiring to erect water­
works, or to improve its water supply, may appn>pri­
ate springs, streams, rivers, or creeks, and lands, ease­
ments, and rights of way, within or without its limits, 
and, for the purpose of conducting water obtained out­
side the limit.& of the borough, may lay pipes under 
and over any lands, rivers, streams, bridges, highways, 
and across railroads. 

Section 4. No water appropriated under the pro­
visions of the preceding section shall be used in such 
manner as to deprive the owner thereof of the free use 
and enjoyment of the same for domestic or farm pur­
poses. 
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Section 5. Prior to any such appropriation, the bor­
ough shall attempt to agree with the owner as to the 
damage done or likely to be done, and if the parties 
cannot agree, or the owner cannot be found, or is under 

.legal incapacity, the borough shall file its bond in the 
court of common pleas, conditioned for the payment to 
the owner of the property of the damages for the tak­
ing thereof, when the same shall have been ascertained. 
Upon the approval of the bond and filing thereof, the 
borough may enter upon such property. 

Section G. Upon petition of either the property 
owner or borough, at any time thereafter, the court 
shall appoint three viewers from the county board of 
viewers, who shall assess the damages for the property 
or rights appropriated, and shall fix a time for their 

·meeting, of which notice shall be given to all parties 
interested. When the report is filed either party may 
appeal and have a jury trial. 

Section 7. Whenever any person, firm, or any cor­
poration 01'ganized subsequent to the thirty-first day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred and seven, shall own 
any water-works or system, and a ·borough is desirous 
of owning and operating such water-works or system, 
such borough may present its petition to the court of 
common pleas of the county, setting forth that the 
borough is desirous of owning such water-works or 
system, and that it will be necessary to issue bonds to 
be secured by such water-works or system, and that 
a value should be placed upon such water-works or sys­
tem, including all property, real and personal, used .in 
connection therewith. 

Section 8. The court shall thereupon appoint three 
civil engineers as appraisers, to value and appraise 
such water-works or system, a·nd the property used in 
connection therewith, and the contracts or agreements 
with munidpalities or townships, who shall file their 
report in the court within three months after their 
appointment, unless such time be extended by the 
court. 

Section 9. The appraisers shall have access to the 
books and records of the person, firm, or corporation 
owning such water-works or system, to inform them­
selves as to the income and value thereof. They shall 
have powet to admip.ister oaths and are authorized to 
take the testimony of witnesses. Their report shall be 
final if not appealed from. 

Section 10. Within ten days after notice of the filing 
of any report, either party may appeal from such ap­
praisement, alleging an undervaluation or overvalua­
tion of the property, and praying for a hearing before 
the court. The court shall thereupon fix a time when 
such appeal may be beard, of which time at least ten 
days' notice shall be given to the parties, and upon such 
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hearing the court shall have power to modify such re­
port; and either party may appeal from the final con­
firmation of such report to the Superior or Supreme 
Oou:tit. 

Section 11. After the value is finally determined, the 
borough is authorized to buy such water-works or sys­
tem at the valuation so .fixed; and the person, firm, or 
corporation owning the same, shall, within ten days 
after notice, file in court its consent to sell and 
conyey its water-works or system and property to the 
borough at the valuation fixed; and, in default thereof, 
such person, firm, or col'poration shall cease to have any 
exclusive privilege of supplying the borough or the citi­
zens thereof with water, and the borough may install 
such water-works or system as may be necessary for the 
accommodation of the public. 

Section 12. For the purpose of such purchase, the 
borougil may issue bonds, which shall be secured solely 
by such water-works systems and property, and the 
revenues thereof, and without any other liability on the 
part of such borough. 

Section 13. Such bonds shall not exceed in amount 
the value fixed by the appraisers or the court. The 
proceeds of the sale of such bonds shall be used exclu­
sively for the purpose of paying for the property ac­
quired. 

Section 14. The bonds shall be payable within thirty 
years from the date of their issue, and shall be redeem­
able at such earlier periods as the borough may, by or­
dinance, provide, and shall bear interest at a rate not 
exceeding six per centum per annum. The bonds shall 
be exempt from taxation for any purpose. 

Section 15. The borough shall provide a sinking­
fund for the revenues derived from such water-works 
or system, for the payment of the interest on such 
bonds and for their redemption. 

Section 16. Should there be, at the time of the pas­
sage of this act, a contract or agreement, in writing, 
existing between any person, firm, or corporation, own­
ing such water-works or system, and a borough, dated 
prior to May thirty-first, one thousand nine hundred 
and seven, establishing or fixing the manner in which 
such water-works or system may be appraised and ac­
quired, then the appraisement shall be made in accord­
ance with the terins of such contract, and the respect­
ive parties to such contract shall, in lieu of the pro­
visions nf sections seven, eight, nine, ten, and eleven 
of this article, carry out the terms of such contract in 
arriving at the value of such water-works or system. 

Section 17. Two or more boroughs may unite, or any 
borough may unite with a township, in the cons.trnc· 
tion or acquisition and maintenance of works for the 
supply of water. ' 
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Section 18. The construction of water-works as pro­
vided for in the preceding section shall be after plans 
for such water-works have been filed with the State 
Commissioner of Health, and a permit issued in accord­
ance with the act of Assembly of April twenty-second, 
one thousand nine hundred and five, page two hun­
dred sixty, entitled "An act to preserve the purity of 
the wate\'S of the State for the protection of the public 
health." 

Section 19. In all boroughs where authority is given 
to construct water-works, and where the qualified 
voters are given the right to determine by vote the ex­
pediency of constructing such water-works, and when­
ever the question of expediency has been submitted to a 
vote, and has been determined i'n favor of such expe­
diency, arid. the con~truction of such works has not 
been commenced within four years after such election, 
it shall be unlawful thereafter to proceed with such 
construction, until the expediency thereof has been de­
termined by another election. 

Sectio'n 20. Whenever the schedule of water-rates 
in any borough, owning or controlling water-works, 
shall have been fixed or limited by general or special 
act of Assembly, the borough may change the rates or 
schedule of rates from time to time, so that the same 
shall not at any time exceed the rates now limited. 

Section 21. Boroughs may receive bids from incor­
porated water companies, authorized to do business 
within such borough, for the supply of water for fire 
protection and for other municipal purposes, and may 
co·ntract therefor with such company. 

Section 22. Whenever any borough is maintaining 
water-works it shall be lawful for such borough to sup­
ply water, for ordinary and domestic uses, to persons 
and corporations outside the limits of such borough, 
at rates not less than those required to be paid by 
persons and corporations within. the limits of such 
borough; but no such privilege shall conflict with the 
corporate rights of any water company, or the rights 
of a:ny other borough. 

Section 23. Whenever any borough in supplying 
water to the public shall find it necessary, in storing 
water, to occupy and overflow with water portions of 
any turnpike or public road, or whenever any public 
road leads into or crosses over any reservoir used for 
the storage of water, the borough shall cause such 
turnpike or road to be reconstructed, at its own ex­
pense, on a favorable location and in as perfect manner 
as the original road, and for such purposes is author­
ized to condemn land, wheneyer an agreement as to the 
price cannot be had with the owners. 
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Section 24. After such change is made the borough 
shall file in the court of quarter sessions of the county 
a map or plan showing such change of road, and shall 
furnish to the supervisors -0r other authorities of the 
township, or municipal corporation, a ·copy of such 
m~. . 

Section 25. Boroughs may acquire, by purchase or 
condemnation, such lands along and contiguous to the 
streams of water or reservoirs from which water is 
taken for public use, as may be necessary to preserve 
the same from contamination. 

Section 26. No land shall be taken for the uses 
mentioned in sections twenty-three and twenty-five of 
this article until compensation therefor shall have 
been paid, or secured, before such taking, injury, or de­
struction. 

Section 27. The damages incurred in changing the 
location of ariy such turnpike or public road, and in 
condemning land to preserve water from contamina­
tion, shall be ascertained in the manner provided in 
chapter six, article two of this act, and shall be paid· 
by the borough. 

Section 28. Whenever any borough owns and main­
tains water-works there may be established in such· 
borough a commission of water-works, to be composed 
of three citizens of the borough, who shall be known 
as commissio'ners of water-works. 

Section 29. Any borough desiring to avail itself of 
the provisions of this act, so far as it relates to a com­
mission of water-works, shall, by r'esolution .passed by 
the council and recorded in its minutes, apply to the 
court of common pleas of the county for the appoint­
ment of cr>mmissioners of water-works. 

Section 30. It shall be the·duty of the court of com­
mon pleas, upon application of any borough, to appoint 
such commissioners of water-works, one of whom shall 
be appointed to serve for one year, one for two years, 

-and one for three years; and annually thereafter the 
court shall appoint one commissioner of water-works 
to serve a term of three years. In case of a vacancy 
the court shall fill the same for the unexpired term. 

Section 31. After three years from the first appoint­
ment, the borough may, at any time, rescind the reso­
lution asking for the appointment of a commission of 
water-works. When such resolution shall be rescinded, 
the court shall make no further appointment of commis­
sions, until a resolution shall again be passed by a 
council asking for such appointment. 

Section 32. The commissioners of water-works shall 
not receive any salar:y for their services, but shall be 
paid all moneys :necessarily expended in the perform­
ance of their duty. 
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Section 33. It shall be the duty of the commission­
ers of water-works to meet within ten days after their 
first appointment, and annually thereafter, and or­
ganize by electing a president and secretary. 

Section 34. After organization, the commissioners 
shall take charge and control of the water-works of such 
borough. '1.'he commissioner shall have power to ap­
point all necessary officers and agents, and take from 
them sueh security for the faithful performance of 
their duty as they shall deem proper, and to fix the sal­
aries and wages of such officers and agents; to pro­
vide for th<: i·epair, extension, improvement, and main­
teuance of such water-works, and the erection of new 
water-works; to collect water-rents and to make and 
establish the rates and conditions upon which water 
will be furnished to applicants therefor, and to make 
by-laws an<l regulatio·ns for the economic and efficient 
management of such water-works. 

Section 35. '1.'he borough may, upon the request of 
the commissioners of water-works, issue bonds for the 
extension of the water-works, or the erection of new 
water-works. Such bonds shall be designated "water­
works bonds," and shall be delivered to the commis­
sioners, from time to time, upon their requisition, after 
the commencement of the work, for the payment of 
which sud1 bonds were issued. Each such requisition 
shall be accompanied by a detailed statement of the 
work done and materials purchased. The bonds shall 
not be sold for less than par, and the proceeds thereof 
sha.11 be applied to the purposes for which such bonds 
were issued. 

Section Z6. The commissioners shall prepare plans 
and specifieations of all work to be performed and ma­
te1·ials necessary for the· repair, maintenance, and ex­
tension of such water-works, or the erection of new 
water-works; and shall, after plans and specifications 
for the extension or the erection of water-works have 
been submitted to and approved by the department of 
health, in accordance with the provisions of an act of 
Asseruhly, approved the twenty-second day of April, 
one thousand nine hu'ndred and fi\'e, page two hundred 
sixty, entitled "An act to preserve the purity of the 
waters of the State for the protection of the public 
health," and a permit granted therefor by the Commis­
sioner of Health, invite proposals for the performing of 
such work and the furnishing of such materials; and 
shall let contracts therefor to the lowest responsible 
bidder, and shall take adequate security for the per­
formance of such contracts. 

Section :37. The commissioners shall make a monthly 
report to the council of the borough of the receipts 
and disbursements during the preceding month; and 
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annually make a detailed report of the condition of 
the water-works, which shall be published by the coun­
cil for the information of the public. 

Section 38. The commissioners shall cause all 
moneys collected to be deposited weekly by the collect­
ors, with the borough treasurer, who shall return a 
receipt therefor to the commissioners. All moneys so 
collected shall be kept in a separate fund, and shall 
be used for the purpose of repairing, maintaii:J.ing, and 
extending such water-works, the erection of new water­
works, or the payment of any indebtedness on said 
water-works, and for no other purpose_ No money 
shall be drawn from such fund except upon order coun­
tersigned by the president and secretary of the com­
mission. 

Section 39. All by-laws and regulations not incon­
sistent with the laws of the Commonwealth, the rules 
and regulations of the Department of Health or Water 
Supply Commission,. when made by the commissioners, 
shall have the force a·nd effect of ordinance of such 
borough. . 

Section 40. Whenever two or more boroughs, or any 
borough and a township, jointly construct and main­
tain water-works, and desire to avail themselves of the 
provisions of this act so far as it relates to a com­
mission of water-works, the councils of such bor­
oughs may join with the commissioners or supervisors 
of such township, after ordina·nce duly passed, and 
apply to ihe comt of common pleas of the county for 
the appointment of a commission of water-works in a<;­
cordance with section twenty-nine of this article. Such 
commission shall be· composed of citizens of each of the 
boroughs and townships so uniting. 

(b) MANUF.A:CTURE AND SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY. 

Section 41. Boroughs may manufacture or purchase 
electricity for the use of the inhabitants of such bor­
ough. Boroughs owning or. operating electric light 
plants may make contracts for supplying electricity for 
commercial purposes outside the limits of such bor­
ough, with the consent of the municipal and township 
authorities, at rates not less than those established, 
from time to time, within the limits of such borough. 
Nothing in this section shall co~fl.ict with the corporate 
rights of any corporation empowered to supply elec­
tricity in territory adjace'nt to such boroughs, or with 
the rights of any other borough. 

Sectioa 42. Boroughs may regulate the use of elec­
tricity in dwelling-houses, storerooms, and other places 
in such boroughs, and the .price to be charged for the 
same. 
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Section 43. vVhenever any electric light company, 
organized under the laws of this Commonwealth, is fur­
nishing light to any borough or the public, such bor­
ough is authorized to purchase the works of such cor­
poration, at such price as may be agreed upon by the 
borough, and a majority in value of the· stockholders 
of such co1·poration. 

Sect~on 44. Upon failure so to agree, the borough 
may present a petition to the court of common pleas, 
asking for the appointment of viewers to assess the 
value of tLc plant and works so taken; whereupon the 
court shall appoint three viewers from the county board 
of viewera, neither of whom shall be stockholders in 
such corporation or taxpayers i'n such borough, and 
shall appoint a time for their meeting, of which ten 
days' notice shall be given to all parties in interest. 

Section 45. The viewers, having been sworn or 
affirmed Justly and impartially to appraise the prop­
erty, and having viewed the premises, and taken such 
testimony as may be offered by any party touching the 
value of th<> property and fra·nchises, they shall deter­
mine the amount of damages that such corporation 
will sustain, and to whom payable, and make report 
thereof to the court; which report, having been con­
firmed by the court, judgment shall be entered thereon. 

Section 46. Either party may, at any time within 
thirty days after the confirmation of any such report, 
appeal the1·efrom to the court of common pleas of the 
county. 
. Section 4 7. After such appeal, either party may 
put the cause at issue in the form directed by the court, 
and the same shall be tried before a jury. After final 
judgment, either party may have an appeal to the Su­
perior or Supreme Court. 

Section 48. ·If any exceptions are filed with any 
appeal they shall be speedily disposed of, and, if al­
lowed, a new view shall be ordered; but, if disallowed, 
the appeal shall proceed as before provided. 

Section 49. The· court shall have power to order 
what notice shall be given in connection.with any part 
of such proceedings. 

Section 50. Before any borough shall construct an 
electric light plant, or purchase the property of any 
electric light company, the question of the increase of 
the debt oI such borough, for any of such purposes, 
shall first be submitted to the qualified voters of the 
borough, in the manner provided by law for the in­
crease of indebtedness of municipal corporations. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS . 

.A.R'.rICLE XVIII. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS .A.ND WORKS. 

Section 1. Boroughs may enter upo·n and appropri­
ate private p1operty, and also land heretofore granted· 
or dedicated to public use or other use, and which is 
no longer used for the purpose for. which the same was 
granted or dedicated, and also lands where the title 
is defective, disputed, or doubtful, for the erection 
thereon of such public buildings and works as are nec­
essary for municipal purposes within the limits of such 
borough. 

Section 2. No land or property used for any ceme­
tery, burying-ground, or place of public worship shall 
be taken or appropriated by virtue of any power con­
tained in the preceding section of this article. 

Section 3. Whenever the mmJi~jpa1 authorities de­
sire to acquire, enter upon, take, use, and appropriate 
any such private propel'ty or lands for any of such 
purposes, they shall declare such intention by an 
ordinance duly enacted. . 

Sectio·n 4. The compensation and damages arising 
from such taking, using, and appropriating of private 
property, for the purposes aforesaid, shall be consid­

. ered, ascertained, determined, awarded, and paid in 
the manner hereinafter provided. 

Section 5. In cases where the municipal authorities 
and the owner or owners thereof cannot agree as to the 
price or damages to be paid; or where land is held by 
a·ny borough, and the title of the boroug~ is disputed 
by one or more claimants; or where any claimant or 
owner or owners are unknown; or where there are .two 
or more owners or claimants, and one or more of said 
owners or. claimants are known and reside within the 
county within which the borough is situate, and any 
other owner or owners or claimants are unknown, or 
do not reside within the said county; and in cases where 
the title to the real estate to be taken, used, and appro­
priated as aforesaid is defective, disputed, or doubt­
ful, or any of the persons owning, claiming or inter­
ested in said real estate are absent, not of full age, 
of unsound mind, or from any cause cannot be bar· 
gained with; and after the enactment of an ordinance, 
as aforesaid, declaring the intention of the borough 
to take, use, and appropriate any such real estate,­
the borough shall present a petition to the court of 
common pleas of the county where the real estate to 
be taken is situated, or to any judge thereof in vacation, 
setting forth the facts; and said petition of the borough 
shall state who the owner or owners or claimants of 
·said real estate are, if known, together with their 
residence and address, if the same can be ascertained; 
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or, if the owners or claimants of said lands are un­
known, said petition shall state that the officers who 
make oath to the truth of tbe facts set forth in said peti­
tio·n have inquired of tbe tax assessor of the ward or 
borough in which said lands are situated, as well as 
of th1·ee reputable and disinterested freeholders who 
reside in the vicinity of said lands, as to who the 
owners or claimants of said real estate are; and said 
petition shall be verified by the affidavit of either the 
burgess or the president of the cou·ncil of the petition­
ing borough; and, upon presentation of such petition, 
said court or judge thereof, shall direct the :filing of 
a bond to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in au 
amount to be fixed and approved by said comt, or, in 
vacation, by a judge thereof, for the use of those en­
titled to damages for said taking a:nd appropriation; 
the condition· of which bond shall be that the borough 
shall pay or cause to be paid to any person or persons 
such amount of damages as he or they shall have suf­
fered by reason of such taking and appropriation, after 
the same shall have been agreed upon or assessed in the 
manner provided by this article. 

Section 6. Where any owner or owners, or claima:nts, 
or the persons claiming or entitled to damages, are 
known and reside within the county where said real es­
tate is situated; or are absent from said county, but 
have a known agent or attorney residing within said 
county; or are u·nder legal disability, but have a guard­
ian or committee within said county; or are a corpora­
tion, and have an agent or officer residing within said 
county,-the borough shall serve upon said owners, 
attorneys, officers, or agents, guardians and committees, 
us the case niay be, a copy of said petition and order 
directing the filing of said bo'nd, together with notice 
that said bond has been filed. Where minors have no 
guardians, and lunatics or persons of unsound or feeble 
mind have no guardian or committees, the said court, 
or a judge thereof in vacation, shall have power to ap­
point a guardian or committee ad litem, and direct 
that said petition, order, a'nd notice, and all other 
notices required by this article, shall be served upon 
them. As to all other persons who may be interested 
or claim to be interested in said real estate, the said 
court, or said judge thereof in vacation, shall, upon the 
filing of said bond, di<ect such notice to be given by 
publication, in at least two newspapers of the county 
in which said real estate is situated, as the said court 
shall deem proper: Provided, That said notice shall 
be so published at least twenty days prior to the limit 
of the time for filing exceptions, and .shall state the 
time within which such exceptions may be filed, and, 
if no exceptions are filed to said bond within ten days 
after service of said petition and order directing the · 
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filing of said bond, by persons upon whom the same are 
served, or py other persons, on or before the day fixed 
in said published notices, as the case may be, the court 
shall approve said bond. The said court shall have 
'power to increase the amou·nt of said bond, and to ~ear 
and determine all exceptions that may be filed against 
the approval thereof. 

Section 7. Upon the approval of said bond, the muni­
cipal authorities may enter upon and take said lands 
for the pµrposes expressed in this article; and take, 
hold, use, and enjoy said lands thereafter forever; and 
the title of said· borough to the lands shall be in fee 
simple. The bond shall remain on file, for the use of 
any person or persOI).S who may be legally entitled to 
damages by reason of the taking of said lands. The 
damages which may be recovered by the condition of 
the bond shall not be more than the fair market value 
of the land at the time of such entry and taking by the 
borough. 

Section 8. In case the damages for said taking and 
appropriation have ·not, for any reason, been agreed 
upon hetween the borough and the owners·of said land, 
the court of common pleas of the county, or any judges 
ther.eof in vacation, upon application thereto by a 
petition of the borough,- or any person interested, shall 
appoint three members of the board of viewers as a 
board of view, and appoint a time, not less tha:n twenty 
nor more than thirty days thereafter, and said'board of . 
view shall meet upon the premises or lands taken or 
appropriated and view the same ana the premises af­
fected thereby. The board of view shall give or cause 
to be given at least ten days' notice of said meeting . 
to the owner or owners of the said lands taken, if it 
appears by the petition filed for the order directing 
the fili'ng of a bond, as aforesaid, or by exceptions filed 
to said bond, that said owner or owners reside within 
the county where said real estate is situated, and can 
be found, which notice shall be served in the same man­
ner as provided in section six of this article for the 
service of the petition and order directing the filing 
of a bond. Where any owner, owners, or persons in­
terested are unknown or do not reside within the 
county where said real estate is situated, or where 
service of such notice can not be made upon a proper 
person or persons within ·the county, as provided for 
the service of the petition and order for the filing of the· 
bond, as provided in section six herein, such notice shall 
be given in at least two newspapers of general circula­
tion, printed and published in the proper borough or 
county, not less· than ten days prior to said meeting, 
and they shall give such· other or further notice u 
the court shall direct. 
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Section 9. The proceedings before such viewers for 
the assessment of damages for property taken, injured, 
or destroyed, the powers a:nd. duties of the viewers with 
reference to such proceedings, and the proceedings on 
the report of the viewers, shall be as provided in chap~ 
ter· six, article two of this act. 

Section 10. All damages when ascertained, the costs 
of the viewers and all court costs incurred in such pro­
ceedings, including advertising, printing, and posting 
notices, shall be paid by the borough. 

Sectio'n 11. In the preparation of specifications for 
the erection or alteration of any public building, when 
the entire cost of such work shall exceed one thousand 
dollars, it shall be the duty of the architect, engineer, 
or person preparing such specifications, to prepare 
separate specifications for the plumbing, heating, venti­
lating, and electrical work; and the borough shall re­
ceive separate bids upon each of the said bra·nches of 
work, and award the contract for the same to the low­
est responsible bidder. 

Section 12. In letting contracts for the erection of 
any public buildings, when plans and specific'ations 
for the same shall be submitted for bids, the same shall 
be accompanied by a list of quantities of material re­
quired for such building, to be prepared and furnished 
by the architec.t or engineer preparing the plans, which 
bill or list shall be attached to the specifications. No 
such list of materials shall be taken as being guaranteed 
by the borough submitting such plans and specifica-
tions. · 

Section 13. Boroughs may purchase any real estate, 
within or without the borough limits, upon which to 
erect and maintain garbage or incinerating furnaces 
and sewage-disposal works, with the ·necessary filter­
beds, appliances, drains, and sewers. 

Section 14. Boroughs desiring to locate any garbage 
or incinerating plant shall first apply to the court of 
common pleas for its approval of the location thereof; 
whereupon the court shall fix a date when objections 
to the location will be heard, and shall prescribe what 
notice of such hearing shall be given. ·If at the time 
fixed for such hearing no objection shall be made to 
such location, the same shall be approved; but if.ob­
jection be made, then the court .shall proceed to hear 
the matter and determine whether the location is a 
detriment to neighboring properties. The finding of the 
court shall be conclusive, but shall in no way adjudi­
cate any question relating to damages for injury to 
property. 

Section 15. In case the borough cannot agree with 
the owner of such property as to the price, or in case the 
owner is absent, or incapacitated from any cause, or 
is unknown, by reason of which no agreement can be 
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made, the borough may take and appropriate for any 
of such purposes any real estat~, after an ordinance 
shall have been passed providing for such taking and 
appropriating. 

8ection 16. No real estate shall be acquired, or con­
tract for the construction of sewage-disposal works 
or plants, or sewer or drains extending thereto, be 
entered into, until a permit for the location a·nd con­
struction shall have been obtained from the State 
Commissioner of Health. 

Section l 7. Where the borough and the owner can­
not agree as to the price to be paid; or where by reason 
of the legal incapacity of such owner, or where the 
owner is absent or unknown, no agreement as to the 
damages sustained can be made; the borough may ten­
der its bond to the party entitled to damages, or to the 
agent of any person absent, or to the guardian or com­
mittee of any one under legal incapacity. '.l'he condi­
tion of the bond shall be that the borough will pay or 
cause to be paid such amount of damages as the party 
shall be entitled to receive, after the same shall have 
been agreed upon by the parties or assessed by viewers. 

Section 18. In case the party claiming damage 
refuse to accept the bond so tendered, the borough 
shall give such party at least five days' written notice of 
a time when the same will be presented for filing in 
court. Thereafter the borough may present its bond 
to the court of common pleas, or to any law judge 
thereof in vacation, and, if approved, the bond shall 
be filed in court for the benefit of those interested. 

Section 19. In case the title to the lands to be taken 
and appropriated be defective or disputed, or the party 
owning such real estate cannot be served with a notice 
or have a bond tendered, as provided in the preceding 
section, the court of common pleas of the county, or 
any law judge thereof in vacation, upon petition of. 
the borough, setting forth the necessary facts, shall 
direct the filing of a bond to the Commonwealth, in 
an amount to be fixed and approved by the court, for 
the benefit of those who may be found entitled to the 
damages. The condition of such bond shall be the same 
as provided in section seventeen of this article. 

Section 20. Upon the filing and approval of any 
bond provided for by sections seventeen and nineteen 
of this article, the borough shall have the right to enter 
upon and appropriate the lands mentioned in such 
bonds, and the title acquired by virtue of such con­
demnation shall be a fee simple title. 

Section 21. · In case the damages for such taking and 
appropriation have not been agreed upon, the court 
of common pleas, or any law judge thereof in vacation, 
on application, by petition of the borough or any 
p~rson interested, shal~ appoint thre.e viewer.s from the 
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county board of viewers, and appoint a time, not less 
than twenty nor more than thirty days thereafter, 
when the viewers shall meet upon the premises and 
view the same. 

Section 22. The viewers shall give ten days' notice 
of such meeting to the owners of lands taken, if 1rnch 
owners reside within the county and can be found; 
and to the guardian of any minor, if such guardian 
resides within the county; and to the guardian or com­
mittee of any lunatic or person of unsound mind, if 
such notice can be served upon such guardian or com­
mittee; and, in all cases where the owners are incapaci­
tated or unknown, n·otice shall be given in two news­
papers of general circulation, printed in the borough 
or county; and the viewers shall give such other notice 
as the court shall direct, having regard to the circum­
stances of the case. Where minors have no guardians, 
and lunatics or persons of unsound mind have no 
guardians or committee, the court shall appoint a 
guardian or committee ad litem, and direct that all 
notices shall be served upon them. _ 

Section 23. The proceedings before such viewers 
for the allowance of damages for property taken, in­
jured, or destroyed, and the proceedings upon their 
report, shall be as provided in chapter six, article two 
of this act. . 

Section 24. Nothing contained in this act shall 
be construed to repeal or affect the provisions of an act, 

. entitled "An act to preserve the purity of the waters 
of the State for the protection of the public health," 
approved the twenty-second day of April, one thousand 
nine hundred and five, page two hundred sixty, or in 
any way to limit the powers of the Department of 
Health with regard to the regulations of the discharge 
of sewage. · 

CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

WHARVES AND DOCKS. 

Section 1. Boroughs may erect and repair wharves 
and docks, regulate and fix the rate of wharfage for 
all public wharves and docks within their limits, and 
enforce the collection of wharfage for the use of the 
same, and also regulate the anchoring of vessels, boats, 
or rafts within their limits, and the depositing of 
freight on such public wharves. 

Section 2. Boroughs may acquire,. by purchase or 
condemnation, such real estate as they may need for 
the construction of wharves and docks within the 
limits of such boroughs, along navigable streams. 
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Section 3. No real estate for the erection of wharves 
and docks, as provided in the preceding section of this 
article, shall be taken or appropriated until an ordi­
nance authorizing the same shall have been passed and 
approved. 

Section 4. Whenever an agreement can not be made 
between any borough and the owner of any real estate 
as to the price to be paid therefor, the borough may 
tender its bond to the owner, or to the agent if such 
owner shall be absent, or to the guardian or committee 
of any one incapacitated. · 

Section 5. In case the owner, or agent, committee, 
or guardian shall refuse to accept such bond, the 
borough shall present the same for approval to the 
court of common pleas of the county, or any law judge 
thereof in vacation. A notice of such application, in 
writing, with a copy of the proposed bond, shall be 
served upon such owner, agent, committee, or guardian, 
at least five days before the application for approval 
shall be made. If such bond shall be approved by the 
court, it shall be filed in the prothonotary's office of 
the county, for the benefit of those interested. 

Section 6. In case the title to any real estate so 
condemned shall be defective or disputed, or if, from 
any ·cause, no bond can be tendered or notice served, 
the borough may present its petition to the court, or 
to any law judge thereof in vacation, setting forth 
the necessary facts. Whereupon the court may direct 
that the bond of such borough be executed to the Com­
monwealth, and filed in the court for the benefit of 
those who shall be entitled to any damages by reason 
of such taking or appropriatton. The amount of such 
bond shall be fixed by the court. 

Section 7. The condition of each bond provided for 
in the preceding sections of this article shall be, that 
the borough will pay to the party entitled such amount 
of damages as may be agreed upon between such party 
and the borough, or assessed by viewers. 

Section 8. Upon the approval and filing of any 
bond provided for in the preceding sectiorni of this 
article, the borough may enter upon and appropriate 
the real estate mentioned in such bond, and the title 
acquired by the borough shall be a title in fee simple .. 

Section !l. Whenever the price for any such real 
estate has not been agreed upon, the court, on petition: 
of the borough or any party interested, shall appoint 
three freeholders as viewers, and fix a time not less 
than twenty nor more than thirty days thereafter 
when the viewers shall meet upon the premises and 
view the same. 

Section 10. At least ten days' notice of the time 
and place of such meeting shall be given to the owners 
of such real ·estate, or to their agent, committee, or 
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guardian. If service of such notice cannot be had on 
such owners, agent, committee, or guardian, such notice 
shall be given in two newspapers of general circulation 
in such borough. Such other notices shall be given as 
the court or judge may direct. 

Section 11. When any owner of such real estate 
shall be legally incapacitated; the court may, on the 
application of the borough, appoin~ a guardian or com­
mittee ad litem for such owner, and may direct that 
all notices shall be served on such guardian or com­
mittee. 

Section 12. The proceedings before such viewers 
for the allowance of damages for property taken, in­
jured, or destroyed, and the proceedings on their report, 
shall be as provided in chapter six, article two of this 
act. The costs of all proceedings, inclQ.ding the com­
pensation of the viewers, shall be paid by the borough. 

Section 13. The damages for the taking or injury of 
any property for use as a wharf, pier, or bulkhead shall 
include full compensation for the value of tqe property 
taken or injured; and if the property so taken or 
injured shall constitute a part of a plant, used as 
an entirety, the damage to the owner or tenant shall 
be assessed by taking the difference in market value 
of such plant as a whole, including buildings and all 
equipments installed and used in such plant, before 
and after such taking or injuring, and notwithstanding 
that part of such plant may be separated by a high­
way. 

Section 14. Boroughs may lease any wharf, or part 
thereof, and collect rent therefor by distress or oilier­
wise. · No one term of any such lease shall be for a 
longer period than three years. 

Section 15. Boroughs may erect and maintain 
market-houses and terminal sheds on wharves, for the 
receipt and distribution of freight and express hauled 
by boats, railroads, and street cars. Boroughs may 
also construct railroad and street railway tracks; or 
other facilities, on wharves to provide for the con­
venient hauling of such freight or express matter, and 
collect rents, tolls, or charges for the use of such 
.market-houses, terminal sheds, tracks, and facilities. 

· No permit other than a license revocable at will shall 
be granted, and no exclusive pel'Tl'lit for the use of 
such facilities sh11ll be granted. 

Section 16. Ko structure erected, and no right 
granted under the powers conferred by any of the pre­
ceding sections of this article, shall interfere with 
the public use of wharves for river commerce. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SPECIAL POWERS. 

ARTICLE XX. 

LICENSES AND LICENSE FEES. 

(a) AUCTIONEERS. 

Section 1. Boroughs may regulate and license per­
sons and firms engaged in the business of auctioneering 
within the limits of any such borough, and fix the 
amount to be paid for such license. Such license shall 
be in addition to all other licenses required by law. 

Section 2. The provisions of· the preceding section 
shall not apply, for a space of three months, to per­
sons or firms regularly engaged in business in boroughs, 
who may desire to reduce their stock or retire from 
business. 

(b) FOREIGN DEALERS. 

Section 3. Boroughs may license foreign dealers in 
merchandise, or their agents, having no permanent 
place of business in such boroughs, but temporarily 
engaged in selling merchandise, either by wholesale 
or by retail. Such license shall not exceed the amount 
imposed on resident merchants engaged in like busi­
ness. The provisions of this section shall not apply 
to sales by sample. 

(c) TRANSIENT MERCHANTS .. 

Section 4. It shall be unlawful for any person, ·co­
partnership, or corporation, without a license, to con­
duct any business in any borough, the whole or greater 
part of which shall consist of the sale of good:s which 
shall be represented or advertised to be the goods of 
the estate of any bankrupt; or the goods of any as­
signee, or a person, firm, or corporation, about to go 
out of business, or goods that have been damaged in 
any way. 

Section 5. The provisions of the preceding section 
of this article shall not prohibit the sale of any goods 
by any assignee, trustee, receiver, or other officer ap­
pointed by any court of this Commonwealth or of the 
United States, acting for the estate of any such bank­
rupt; or other person, firm, or corporation, within the 
limits of any borough wherein such person, firm, or 
corporation conducted business, or bad the goods, i.m­
rnediately before the appointment of any such assignee, 
trustee, receiver, or other officer; or the sale of any 
damaged goods, if the same be sold within the limits 
of the borough wherein the owner conducted business, 
or had such goods, at the time the same became dam­
aged. 
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Section 6. The license provided for in section four 
of this article shall be issued by the treasurer of the 
borough wherein such business is conducted. The 
license fee shall not be less than one hundred dollars, 
nor more than two hundred dollars, for each calendar 
month, or fraction thereof, and shall be fixed by ordi­
nance. The license shall be renewed monthly during the 
time such person, firm, or corporation shall conduct 
such business, and shall be in addition to all license 
fees and taxes imposed by the Commonwealth and the 
borough. 

Section 7. Any person, association, co-partnership, 
or corporation violating any of the provisions of sec­
tions five, six, seven, or eight of this article; shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 
shall be sentenced to pay, for each day such busines1. 
shall be conducted without a license, a fine of not more 
than two hundred dollars. 

(d) VEHICLES. 

Section 8. Boroughs may enact ordinances estab­
lishing reasonable rates of license fees on all vehicles 
used in carrying persons or property for pay; and may 
regulate the operation and. compensation of such ve­
hicles within the limits of such boroughs, or between 
any such borough or other points. 

(e) RESTRICTIONS. 

Section 9. It shall be unlawful for any borough to 
levy or collect any license fee from any farmer who 
sells his own produce in or about the streets of any 
borough. · 

Section 10. It shall be unlawful for any borough to 
levy any license fee or mercantile tax upon any persons 
taking orders for merchandise by sample, from dealers 
or merchants, for individuals or companies who pay a 
license or mercantile tax at their chief places of busi­
ness. Nothing in this section shall authorize any 
person to sell by retail to others than dealers or mer­
chants. 

CHAPTER VII. 

GOVERNMENT. 

ARTICLE I. 

COUNCIL. 

Section 1. The borough council shall organize at 
eight o'clock post meridian on the first Monday of 
,January, one thousand nine hundred and sixteen, and 
biennially thereafter, by electing a president and secre­
tary and such other officers as it may require. The 
president shall preside over the meetings of council, 
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and when absent his place shall be filled by a president 
pro teippore. The councilmen shall not receive any 
compensation for their services as councilmen. 

Section 2. Before entering upon the duties of their 
office, the councilmen shall take and subscribe ·an oath 
or affirmation to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and 
to perform.the duties of their office with fidelity. The 
oath or affirmation may be taken before any judge or 
justice of the peace of the comity, or before the burgess 
of the borough, when he has qualified, and shall be 
entered upon or filed among the records of the borough. 

Section 3. The burgess shall preside over the organ­
ization meeting of the council, but he shall not vote 
thereat, unless the vote of the council be equally 
divided. 

Section 4. If the council of any l•orough shall fail 
to organize within ten days from the time prescribed 
in section one of this article, thf: court of quarter 
sessions, upon the petition of ten T<' xable inhabitants, 
verified by the affidavit of five of the petitioners, shall 
issue a rule upon the delinquent ti) show cause why 
their seats should not be declared vacant. The rule 
shall be returnable not less than five days from the 
time of its issue, and, after ·hearing, the court may 
declare the seats of such delinquent councilmen vacant, 
and appoint others in their stead, who shall hold their 
office for the unexpired term. 

Section 5. "\:Vbenever two or more boroughs are con­
solidated under the provisions of chapter two, article 
two, of this act, the council of the new borough, at 
the first meeting after such consolidation, shall desig­
nate by ballot which of the high constables and auditors 
shall perform the duties of those offices in the new 
borough, and the persons so chosen shall hold their 
office until the first Monday of January next succeed­
ing the municipal election at which such officers are 
regularly elected, as provided in chapter eight, article 
one, of this act. The council shall also desig-nate by 
ballot which 9f the treasurers shall perform the duties 
of that office in the new borough, and shall select some 
person as secretary of th•.1 council. 

Section 6. It shall be the duty of the council, a 
majority of whom shall be a quorum: 

I. To meet statedly at least once a month. 
II. To make and preserve full records of their pro­

ceedings. 
III. To enact, revise, repeal, and amend such laws, 

rules, regulatiOns, and ordinances, not inconsistent 
with the laws of the Commonwealth, as it shall deem 
beneficial to the borough, and to provide for the en­
forcement of the same. 

IV. To publish in one newspaper printed in the 
county, and by twelve advertisements posted in public 
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places in the borough, every enactment, regulation, 
ordinance, or other general law, at least ten days be­
fore the same shall take effect. 

V. To provide by ordinance for the manner in which 
all notices shall be served, and to give personal notice 
of all orders and regulations affecting particular indi­
viduals. 

VI. To cause to be made a plan of the roafis, streets, 
lanes, alleys, and courts opened or laid out,· together 
with such explanation as shall be necessary to a full 
unde1·standing of the same. The plan shall be kept 
by the secretary, and shall be open to public inspection. 

VII. To appoint and remove a treasurer and secre­
tary. Council in their discretion may appoint a soli­
citor, one or two street commissioners, and such other 
office1·s as it shall deem necessary. 

VI II. To fix the compensation of the treasurer, sec­
retary, street commissioners, high constable, and such 
other officers an·d employes as they may appoint, to 
be paid from . the borough treasury by orders drawn 
thereon. 

IX. To fix the amount of security to be given by the 
treasurer, the high constable, and of such other officers 
and employes as it may designate. 

X. To direct annually the publication of the accounts 
of the treasurer. ' 

XI. To mitigate or remit fines and forfeitures in 
reasonable cases. 

Section 7. Every ordinance and resolution, except 
as herein otherwise provided, passed by the council, 
shall he presented to the burgess for his approval. If 
the burgess approve, he shall sign it; but, if he shall 
not so approve, he shall ·return it, with his objections, 
to the council at its next regular meeting, when the 
objections shall be entered upon the minutes, and the 
council shall proceed to a reconsideration thereof. If, 
after such reconsideration; two-thirds of all the mem­
bers elected to said council, o·r a majority of council 
plus one, when the number composing such council is 
less than nine, shall vote to pass such, ordinance or 
resolution, it shall become of as full force and effect 
as if it had received the approval of the burgess; but 
in such case the vote shall be determined by yeas and 
nays, and the names and votes of the members shall 
be entered on the minutes. If any such ordinance or 
resolution shall not be returned by·the burgess at the 
regular meeting of the council next succeeding its· 
presentation to him, it shall likewise have as full force 
as if it had been approved. 

Section 8. No ordinance or resolution shall be con­
sidered in force until the same is recorded in the ordi­
nance book of the borough and is advertised as provided 
in clause four, of section six, of t~is article. 
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Section 9. Complaint may be made to the next court 
of quarter sessions, upon entering into recognizance, 
with sufficient secU'rity to prosecute the same with 
effect, and for the payment of costs, by any person ag­
grieved in consequence of any ordinance, regulation, 
or act done or purporting to be done in virtue of this 
act, and the determination and order of the court 
thereon shall be conclusive. 

Section 10. Whenever any ordinance book is lost, 
destroyed, or becomes unserviceable, the borough coun­
cil may provide, . by ordinance, for a new ordinance 
book, into which shall be transcribed by the secretary 
all of the then valid ordinances. 

Section 11. The secretary in transcribing such ordi­
nances shall make complete copies thereof, including 
the date of enactment and approval, and the names of 
the officers who signed the same, and, after' notice 
given and corrections made, shall certify each ordinance 
as a correct copy of the original. 

Section. 12. The ordinance providing for the trans­
cribing of such ordinances shall be recorded in such 
book immediately following the ordinances so trans­
cribed, and it shall provide that the secretary of the· 
borough, upon the completion of such transcribing, 
shall publish once a week for four weeks, in one news­
paper published in the borough, and, if there be no 
such publication, then in a newspaper published in 
the county, a notice stating that all of the then valid 
ordinances of the borough have been transcribed into 
a new ordinance book, and that the old books and 
records of borough ordinances and the new ordinance 
book are open to public inspection, for the purpose of 
verification and correction, during the thirty days from 
the date of the .notice. 

Section 13. The secretary of the borough at the · 
expiration of such notice shall make all corrections, 
and shall then certify that all of the ordinances have 
been compared with the originals and that they are 
correct copies thereof. After the ordinances are trans­
cribed, notice thereof given, and the certificate of 
correction made, as provided in the preceding sections 
of this article, the ordinances so transcribed shall take 
the place of the original record, and shall be the valid 
and legal ordinances of the borough. 

Section 14. Borough councils may compel the at­
tendance of witnesses, and the production of books, 
papers, or other evidence, at any meeting of the council, 
or any committee thereof, and for that purpose may 
issue subpoenas signed by the president of council 
or the chairman of the committee, and cause the same 
to be served in any part of this Commonwealth. If 
any witness shall refuse to testify to any fact within 
his knowledge, or to produce any books or papers in 
his possession or control required to be used as evi-
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dence in any such case, the secretary of the council 
shall report the facts relating to such refusal to the 
court of common pleas. If the court determines the 
evidence required of such witness to be legal and compe­
tent, it shall order such witness to testify or produce 
the evidence required. 

Section 15. No person residing without the borough, 
and subpoenaed as aforesaid, shall be required to re­
spond to the same until mileage to and from the bor­
ough, at the rate of ten cents a mile, and a per diem 
allowance of two dollars for the tin;ie their presence 
is desired, has been furnished. 

Section 16. Any person called as a witness, as pro­
vided in section fourteen of this article, may be exam­
ined under oath, and for the giving of false testimony 
shall b~ liable to indictment and punishment for per­
jury. 

Section 17. Where, in the conduct of its business, a 
borough has received the benefits of services performed 
in good faith, and the charges therefor are considered 
reasonable by the council, or where there is a moral 
obligation on the part of the borough to pay for serv­
ices rendered, the council of the borough may pay to 
the person, officer, or employe the amount in question, 
or any proportion thereof. 

CHAPTER VII. 

GOVERNMENT. 

ARTICLE II. 

BURGESS. 

Section 1. No burgess shall hold any other borough 
office or appointment during the term for which he is 
elected, nor be eligible to succeed himself; he shall 
not be a member of, nor preside at the meetings, of 
the council, except as provided in section three, article 
one of this chapter. 

Section 2. No member of Congress or any person 
holding any office or appointment of profit or trust 
under the Government of the United States shall be 
capable of holding the office of burgess. 

Section 3. Any person violating the provisions of 
section two of this artlcle shall be liable to a penalty of 
not less than fifty dollars, nor more than one hundred 
dollars; and the office of burgess shall be considered 
vacant. 

Section 4. Any penalty imposed under section three 
of this article shall be paid, one-half to the overseers, 
guardians, or directors of the poor of the borough or 
county where such offense is committed, to be applied 
for the support of the poor, and one-half to the prose­
cutor. 
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Section 5. The burgess, before exercising the duties 
of his office, shall take and subscribe an oath or affirma­
tion, and the same shall be filed as provided in chapter 
seven, article one, section two of this act. · 

Section 6. The salary of the burgess may be fixed 
by ordinance, to be paid from the borough treasury, in 
monthly instalments, on warrants authorized by the 
council. When so fixed such salary shall not be 
changed during the term of the incumbent. 

Section 7 .. The salary of the burgess shall not exceed, 
per annum, one hundred dollars per thousand for the 
first five thousand population, or fraction thereof; and 
fifty dollars per annum for each additional one thou­
sand of population or fractional majority thereof; the 
population to be determined by the last United States 
deGennial census, or, by five times the number of elect­
ors in the borough as shown by the last registration 
thereof. 

Section 8. Any salary, paid pursuant to sections 
six and seven of this article, shall be in lieu of all costs 
and fees allow,ed a burgess, whether acting as burgess 
or justice. of the peace, and in such case the costs 
and fees shall be taxed and collected by the burgess 
and turned monthly into the borough treasury, to­
gether with a sworn statement of the same. 
· Section 9. In all cases where the burgess is given 

the jurisdiction of a justice of the peace, he shall collect 
the same costs and fees as is charged by justices of the 
peace for like services. 

Section 10. The burgess shall have power: 
I. To administer oaths and affirmations in matters 

pertaining to borough affairs. 
II. To exercise jurisdiction in all disputes between 

the borough and individuals arising under the ordi­
nances, rules and regulations of the borough. 

Ill. To exercise the powers and jurisdiction of jus­
tices of the peace in the enforcement of all ordinances 
of the borough, and the collection of fines and penalties 
imposed thereunder. 

IV. To exercise the powers and jurisdiction of jus­
tices of the peace within the borough for the suppres­
sion of riots, tumults, and disorderly meetings; and 
in all criminal cases for the punishment of vagrants 
and disorderly persons. 

Section 11. It shall be the duty of the ·burgess: 
I. To preserve order in the borough,, to enforce the 

ordinances and regulations, to hear comllJaints, to 
remove nuisances and to exact a faithful performance 
of the duties of the officers appointed. 

II.· To demand and receive sufficient security in the 
amount fixed by. the borough from the treasurer and 
high constable. 
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III. To sign the by-laws, rules, regulations and ordi­
nances after they shall 'have been correctly transcribed 
by the secretary. 

IV. To keep correct accounts of all fees, fines and 
costs received by him; to render to the councils at each 
regular meeting, an itemized statement of all such 
moneys so received since the last regular meeting of 
the council, with the dates at which, and the names 
of the persons from whom, the same was received, and_ 
to pay all such moneys into the borough treasury, prior 
to such regular meeting. 

V. To cause to be opened all public roads, streets, 
lanes or alleys lying partly within the borough. 

Section 12. Any burgess neglecting or refusing to 
open a road, street. lane or alley as provided in the 
preceding section shall be liable to a fine of not less 
than four dollars, nor more than fifty dollars, to be 
recovered in a summary proceeding before any justice 
of the peace of the county. 

Section 13. Whenever the burgess is absent or in­
capacitated, the duties of his office shall be discharged 
by the president of council. 

CHAPTER VII. 

GOVERNMENT . 

. ARTICLE III. 

HIGH CONSTABLE. 

Section 1. The high constable, before entering on 
the duties of his office, shall take and subscribe an 
oath or affirmation, and the same shall be filed, as pro­
vided in chapter seven, article one, section two of this 
act. The high constable shall give such bond with 
surety as is required by the borough. 

Section 2. The high constable shall have the power 
and authority of constables of the several townships in 
the county. 

Section 3. The high constable shall give ten days' 
notice of the biennial elections of the borough by post­
ing six advertisements in the most public places within 
the same. 

Section 4. It shall be unlawful for any high con­
stable who is at the same time employed as a police­
man in the borough, or any other part of the Common­
wealth to charge or accept any compensation, in addi­
tion to the salary paid him as policeman, for any serv­
ice rendeied, either as a policeman or as high con­
stable, except public rewards and the legal mileage 
allowed to constables for traveling expenses. 

Section 5. Any person violating the provisions of 
the preceding section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction shall be sentenced to pay a fine 
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not exceeding fifty dollars and costs, or to undergo 
imprisonment in the jail of the county not exceeding 
thirty days or both. 

CHAPTER VII. 

GOVERNMENT. • 

ARTICLE IV. 

AUDITORS. 

Section 1. The auditors of the borough shall meet 
on the third Tuesday of January, one thousand nine 
hundred and sixteen, and annually thereafter, and shall 
audit, adjust and settle the accounts of the tax col­
lectors, and all officers of the borough. Any officer 
whose act or neglect contributes to the financial loss of 
any borough shall be surcharged with the amount of 
such loss. 

Section 2. All orders and vouchers which have been 
paid shall, on their presentation to the auditors, be 
cancelled by writing the word "audited" on the face 
thereof. . 

·Section 3. The auditors shall complete such audit, 
adjustment and settlement as soon as possible, and 
shall within ten days thereafter pu,blish, by posting 
printed or typewritten hand-bills in five -public places 
in the borough, an itemized statement of the receipts 
and expenditures of the several officers for the prece­
ding year .. They shall also within such period of ten 
days, file a copy of the statement with the secretary 
of the borough, and also with the clerk of court of 
quarter sessions of the county, which shall be at all 
times subject to public inspection. Whenever two or 
more borough offices shall be exercised by the same 
person, only one statement shall be required. 

Section 4. It shall be lawful for the borough, or any 
taxpayer thereof on its behalf, or any officer whose 
account is settled or audited, to appeal from the settle­
ment or audit to the court of common pleas of the 
county within thirty days after the statement has been 
filed in the court of quarter sessions. 

Section 5. No appeal by a taxpayer or officer shall 
· be allowed unless the applicant shall enter i11to recog­
nizance to prosecute the same with effect, and to pay 
all costs accruing thereon, in case, if the appellant be 
a taxpayer, he sh.all fail to obtain a final decision 
more favorable to the borough than that awarded by 
th.e auditors; or, in case the appellant be an account­
ing officer, he shall fail to obtain a final decision more 
favorable to the officer than that awarded by the 
auditors. ·. 

Section 6. Whenever an appeal has been taken from 
the report of the auditors by the bor9ugh, or by any 
person charged in such report with any sum of money, 
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any taxpayer of ·the borough may intervene in such 
appeal and either prosecute the same on its behalf or 
defend 1t against the appeal of the person so charged. 
No taxpayer shall intervene unless he shall file in 
the court of common pleas a bond with one or more 
sufficient sureties conditioned to indemnify the borough 
against all costs accruing by 1·eason of such inter­
vention. 

Section 7. Any person interested may order the ap­
peal upon the argument list and evidence may be taken 
before any person authorized to administer oaths upon 
rule for that purpose served upon the opposite parry. 

Section 8. Whenever any matter of fact is in dis­
pute the court of common pleas is authorized to frame 
an issue for the trial thereof. 

Section 9. After hearing, the court shall file its 
findings of fact and law and enter judgment in ac­
cordance therewith, and the judgment so entered may 
be enforced by any appropriate proceedings by the 
party prevailing. 

Section 10. Any person interested may except to 
the ruling of the court, and may appeal tlrnrefrom to 
the Superior or Supreme Court as in other cases. 

Section 11. Whenever any person is charged with a 
sum of money by the report of the borough auditors, 
any taxpayer of the borough may enforce the collec­
tion thereof for the benefit of the borough by action 
or execution, upon filing in the court of common pleas 
a bond with one or more sureties conditioned to in­
demnify the borough from all costs which may accrue 
in the proceedings undertaken by such taxpayer. 

Section 12. The borough auditors may employ an 
attorney in case of any disagreement with an official 
or board of officials whose accounts they are required 
to audit. Such attorney shall not be employed until 
reasonable effort bas been made to reach an agreementJ 
and only after notice of such contemplated employ­
ment bas been given to such official or board. 

Section 13. The compensation of such attorney shall 
be fixed by the auditors and shall not exceed the sum of 
ten dollars per day, nor thirty dollars in any case in 
dispute, except whenever an appeal is taken as provided 
in the preceding sections of this article, in which case 
the court shall fix an additional compensation. 
· Section 14. The compensation of such attorney shall 
be paid out of the fund whose settfoment is in dispute, 
by warrant drawn by the auditors upon the treasurer 
of such fund, immediately upon the final settlement of 
the account. 

Section 15. Each auditor shall receive not less than 
two nor more than five dollars per day of eight houn 
for each such day necessarily empfoyed in the dischargE 
of hi~ duties, to be paid by the borough, the 1:ompP11 
sa tion to be fixed by the council. 
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Section 16. In case of any neglect or refusal to 
comply with the provisions of the preceding sections 
of this article, the auditors so neglecting or refusing 
shall pay a ·penalty of one hundred dollars, to be 
recovered in the same manner as debts of like amount · 
are recoverable, by suit instituted in the name of the 
borough upon the complaint of any taxpayer thereof. 
When so recovered the amount of the penalty shall be 
paid into the treasury of the borough. 

CHAPTER VII. 

GOVERNMENT. 

ARTICLE V. 

CONTROLLER. 

Section 1. The borough controller shall, before enter­
ing upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe the 
oath prescribed by section one, article seven, of the 
Constitution of this Commonwealth; and shall. give 
bond to the borough with two or more sureties or with 
a surety company, to be approved by the council in 
such sum as they may by ordinance direct, conditioned 
for the "faithful discharge of his duties. The cost of 
such bond shall be paid by the borough. 

Section 2. The borough cont~oller shall receive a 
fixed annual salary, to be fixed by ordinance, and not 
to exceed the sum of one thousand d9llars per annum. 

Section 3. The borough controller shall superintend 
the fiscal concerns of the borough. He shall examine, 
audit, and settle all accounts whatsoever in which the 
borough is . concerned either as debtor or creditor, 
where provision for the settlement thereof is made by 
law; and where no such provision, or an insufUcient 
provision bas been made, he shall examine such ac­
counts and report to the borough council the facts 
relating thereto, with his opinion thereon. 

Section 4. The borough controller shall hav.e super­
vision and control of the. accounts of all departments, 
bureaus, and officers of the borough, authorized to 
collect, receive or disburse the public moneys, or who 
are charged with the management or custody thereof. 
He shall audit their respe.ctive accounts, and may at 
any time require from any of them a statement in 
writing of any moneys or property of the borough in 
their hands, or under their control; and he shall, im­
mediately upon the discovery of any default, irregular­
ity, or delinquency, report the same to the borough 
council. He shall also audit and report upon the 
account of any such officer upon the death, resignation, 
removal, or expiration of the term of the said officer. 

Section 5. The borough controller may administer 
oaths or affirmations in relation to any matter touch­
ing the authentication of any account with, or claim 
or demand against the borough, but shall not be en­
titled to receive any fee therefor. 
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Section 6. The boropgh controller shall countersign 
all warrants upon the borough treasurer, the form 
thereof to be prescribed by council, but no warrant 
shall be countersigned unless there is nioney in the 
treasury to pay the same. Whenever a warrant on the 
treasurer shall be presented to the controller to be 
countersigned, the person presenting the same shall, 
if the controller require, produce evidence:-

1. That the amount expressed in the warrant is due 
to the person in whose favor it is drawn. 

2. That the supplies or service, for payment of which 
the warrant is drawn, have been furnished or performed 
according to law and the terms of the contract. 

Section 7. The 'borough controller shall not permit 
any appropriation made by the council to be overdrawn. 
Whenever an appropriation is exhausted, the object 
of which is not complete, he shall immediately report 
the fact to the council, and accompany such report with 
a statement of the moneys which have been drawn on 
such appropriation and the particular pi1rpose for 
which they are drawn. 

Section 8. Every contract involving appropriation 
of money shall designate the item of appropriation on 
which it is founded, and the estimated amount of the 
expenditure thereunder shall be charged against such 
item, and so certified by the borough controller on the 
contract before it shall take effect as a contract, and 
the payment required by such contract shall be made 
from the fund appropriated therefor. If the controller 
shall certify any contract in excess of the appropria­
tion made therefor, the borough shall not be liable for 
such excess, but the controller and his sureties shall 
be liable for the same, which may be recovered in an 
action at law by the contracting party aggrieved. It 
shall be the duty of the controller to certify contracts 
for the payment of which sufficient appropriations 
have been made. 

Section 9. The borough controller shall, as often 
as he may deem expedient, or the council shall direct, 
suggest plans to the council for the management and 
improvement of the borough finances; and he shall 
make a report verified, by oath or affirmation, to the 
council at the first stated meeting in January in each 
year, of the public accounts of the borough, and of the 
trusts in its care, exhibiting all the expenditures 
thereof, respectively; the sources from which the 
revenue and funds are derived and the manner in which 
the same have been disbursed. Each account shall be 
accompanied by a detailed statement of the several 
appropriations made by councils, the amount drawn on 
each appropriation, and the balance standing to the 
debit or credit of such appropriation. The report shall 
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be published at the expense of the borough, once ·a 
week for two weeks, in a newspaper circulating gener­
ally in the borough. 

Section 10. The borough controller shall keep a 
regular set of books, in which .shall be opened and 
kept as many accounts, under appropriate titles, as 
may be necessar:v to show separately and distinctly all 
the estates and property, whatsoever, real and personal 

. vested in the borough, all trusts in the care of the 
same, all debts due and owing the borough, all receipts 
and expenditures of the various departments of the 
borough government, and all appropriations made by 
council, and the sums under the same, respectively. 

Section 11. The foregoing provisioµs of this article 
shall not become operative 9r effective in any borough 
not having a controller, until the council shall by 
ordinance accept the provisions of this article. When 
any borough accepts the provisions of this article, the 
court of quarter sessions upon petition of council shall 
appoint a controller to hold oJ'fice until the first Monday 
of January next succeeding the next municipal election, 
at which a controller may be elected under the provi­
sions of this act. 

Section 12. In all boroughs accepting the provisions 
of this article as provided in the preceding section, the 
borough auditors then in office shall continue to hold 
their office until the first day of .. January succeeding 
the election of a borough controller, after which date 
(he office of borough auditor is abolished. 

UHAPTER VII. 

GOVERNMENT. 

ARTICLE VI. 

APPOINTED OFFICERS. 

(a) GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Section 1. Appointed officers of the borough shall 
receive such compensation for their services as the 
council shall prescribe. 

Section 2. All officers appointed by the borough 
council shall, whenever directed, render their accounts 
to the council for settlement. 

Section 3. Whenever an employe of any bor(;mgh is 
required to give bond indorsed by a surety company 
for the faithful performance of his duties, the borough 
may pay the premium thereon. 

~b) TREASURER. 

Section 4. The borough treasurer shall, before 
entering upon the duties of bis office, give bond with 
surety as required by the borough; he shall perform 

• the duties of the township treasurer witbi~ the bor-
26 Laws. 
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ough, shall keep a just account of all receipts and 
disbursements, and shall annually submit his account 
to the borough auditors and publish the same in a 
manner directed by the borough ; he shall pay over all 
moneys remaining in bis bands, and deliver all books, 
papers, accounts, and other things belonging to the 
borough, to his successor. All moneys received by any 
officer for the use of the borough shall be forthwith 
paid to the borough treasurer. 

Section 5. The borough treasurer shall receive such 
compensation as the council shall prescribe. 

(c) SECRET.ARY. 

Section 6. The secretary shall attend all meetings 
of the borough council and shall keep full minutes of 
their proceedings; he shall transcribe the by-laws, 
rules, regulations, and ordinances adopted, into a book 
kept for that purpose, and when signed by the pre­
siding officer shall attest the same; he shall preserve 
the records and documents of the borough, and shall 
have custody of the corporate seal. He shall certify 
copies of any book, paper, record, by-law, rule, regula­
tion, ordinance, or proceeding of the borough under tbe 
seal thereof, which copies so certified shall be admitted 
in evidence in any court of the Commonwealth. He· 
shall attest the execution of all instruments, record the 
publication of all enactments and attest the same by 
his signature. He shall file or record the proof of 
service of all notices required by law, and the certifi­
cate thereof shall be good evidence of such notice. He 
shall deliver to his successor the seal and all books, 
papers and other things belonging to the borough. 

(d) STREET COMMISSIONERS. 

Section 7. On the first Monday of January, or 
within thirty days thereafter of each even numbered 
year, the borough council may appoint one or two 
persons as street ·commissioners, who shall serve for a 
term of two years or until their successors shall 
qualify. 

Section 8. Whenever two or more boroughs are 
consolidated under the provisions of chapter two, 
article two, of this act, the street commissioners of 
each of such boroughs shall continue in office as officers 
of the new borough until the expiration of their re­
spective terms of office. 

(e) SOLICITOR. 

Section 9. The borough council on the first Monday 
of January in any even numbered year, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable, may elect, by a vote of a 
majority of the members, one person, learned in the 
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law, who shall be styled the borough solicitor, and 
who shall serve for the term of four years from the 
first Monday of january of the even-numb'ered year 
in or succeeding which he was elected and until his 
successor qualifies. Vacancies in the office of borough 
solicitor shall be filled by the council for the unexpired 
term. 

Section 10. All borough solicitors holding office at 
the date of the approval of this act, whose terms of 
office expire at any time between the first Monday of 
January, one thousand nine hundred and fourteen, and 
the first Monday of January one thousand nine hundred 
and sixteen, shall continue to hold their office until the 
first Monday of January, one thousand nine hundred 
and sixteen; and all borough solicitors holding office 
at the date of the approval of this act, whose terms of 
office expire at any time between the first Monday 
of January, one thousand nine hundred and sixteen, 
and the first Monday of January, one thousand nine 
hundred and eighteen, shall continue to hold their office 
until the first Monday of January, one thousand nine 
hundred and eighteen. Solicitors elected on the first 
Monday of January, one thousand nine hundred and 
fourteen, shall hold their respective offices until the 
first Monday of January, one thousand nine hundred 
and eighteen. 

Section 11. The borough solicitor shall give a bond 
to the borough with. two or more sureties, or one trust 
or bonding company, to be approved by the council in 
such sum as it shall by ordinance direct, conditioned 
for the faithful performance of his duty. 

Section 12. The law matters of the borough shall 
be under the superintendence, discretion and control 
of the borbugh solicit.or, and no department of the 
borough, except as herein otherwise provided, shall 
employ an additional counsel without the assent or 
ratification of the council. 

Section 13. The borough solicitor shall prepare such 
bonds, obligations, contracts, leases, conveyances, and 
assurances to which the borough or any department 
thereof may be a party, as· may be directed by ordi­
nance or resolution; he shall commence and prosecute 
all actions brought by the borough for or on account 
of any of the estates, rights, trusts, privileges, claims or 
demands, as well as defend all actions or suits against 
the borough, or any-officer thereof, wherein or whereby 
any of the estates, rights, privileges, trusts, ordinances, 
or accounts of the borough, or any department thereof, 
may be brought in question before any court in the 
Commonwealth; and shall do every professional act 
incident to the office which he may be authorized or 
required to do by the burgess or by any ordinance or 
resolution. He shall, whenever required, furnish the 
council, the committees thereof, the burgess, or the 
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heads of departments with his opinion in writing upon 
any question of law which may be ~ubmitted by any of 
them in their official capacities. 

(f) POLICE. 

Section 14. Borough councils may appointi and 
remove, one or more suitable persons, citizens of this 
Commonwealth, as borough policemen, who shall have 
the power to arrest persons violating any ordinance 
of the borough, the violation of which may subject 
persons to arrest. Any person so arrested shall be 
received for confinement by the keepers of the jails, 
lock-ups, or station houses within the county. 

Section 15. The borough policemen shall, when on 
duty, wear a shield or badge with the words "borough 
police" and the name of the borough for which they are 
appointed inscribed thereon. 

Section 16. The borough police shall be under the 
direction of the burgess, as to the time during which, 
the place where, and the manner in which, they shall 
perform their duties. The burgess may, for cause and 
without pay, suspend any policeman until the succeed­
ing regular meeting of the council, at which time the 
council may discharge or reinstate such policeman. 

Section 17. The borough police shall receive a stated 
salary to be fixed by ordinance; and it shall be unlaw­
ful for any borough policeman to charge or accept any 
fee or other compensation, in addition to his salary, 
for any service performed pertaining to his duties or 
office, except public rewards and legal mileage allowed 
for traveling expenses._ 

Section 18. Any person violating the provisions of 
the preceding section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction shall be sentenced to pay a fine 
not exceeding fifty dollars and costs, or undergo im­
prisonment not exceeding thirty days, or both. 

Section 19. Borough policemen, residing in the bor­
ough, may at the same time hold and exercise the office 
of constable in the borough or any ward thereof, and 
may demand and receive all costs, fees and emoluments 
pertaining to such office. 

Section 20. Borough policemen may perform all the 
duties of high constable but shall receive no compen­
sation therefor. 

Section 21. Boroughs may, by ordinance, establish a 
police pension fund to be maintained by an equal and 
proportionate monthly charge against each member 
of the police force, not exceeding annually three per 
centum of the pay of such member. The fund shall be 
under the direction of the borough council or such 
committee as it may designate, and shall be applied 
under such regulations as the council may, by ordi-
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nance, prescribe for the benefit of such members of the 
police force as shall receive honorable discharge there­
from by reason of age or disability, and 'the families 
of such as may be injured or killed in the service. Any 

. allowances made to those who are retired by reason of 
disability or age shall be in conformity with a uniform 
scale. 

Section 22. The . ordinance establishing the police 
pension fund may prescribe a minimum period of con­
tinuous service, not less than twenty years, after which 
members of the force may be retired from active duty. 
Borough policemen so retired shall be subject to service 
as police reserve until unfitted for such service, by 
reason of age or disability, when they may be finally 
discharged. 

Section 23. The basis of the apportionment of the 
pension shall be determined by the rate of monthly pay 
of the member at the date of death, honorable discharge, 
or retirement, and shall not in any case, exceed in any 

· year, one-half the annual pay of such member computed 
at such monthly rate. 

Section 24. Payments made under the provisions of 
section twenty-one of this article, and the sections 
based thereon shall be a charge on no other fund in 
the treasury of the borough or under its control, other 
than the police pension fund. 

Section 25. Boroughs may take by gift, grant, devise 
or bequest, any money or property re~l, personal or 
mixed, in trust for the benefit of such police pension 
fund. The care, management, investment, and disposal 
of such trust funds or property shall be vested in such 
officers as the borough shall, by ordinance, direct, and 
shall be governed by such officers, subject to any direc­
tions not inconsistent therewith, as the donors of such 
funds and· property may prescribe. 

Section 26. No person, participating in such police 
pension fund and becoming entitled to receive a benefit 
therefrom, shall be deprived of his right to an equal 
and proportionate share therein upon the basis upon 
which he first became entitled thereto, except for the 

·following causes, that is to say: conviction of a crime 
or misdemeanor, becoming a habitual drunkard, be­
coming a non-resident of the Commonwealth, or failing 
to comply with some general regulation relating to the 
management of such fund which may be made by ordi­
nance, and which provides that a failure to comply 
therewith shall terminate the right to participate in 
the pension fund after such notic~ and hearing as it 
shall prescribe. . · 
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CHAPTER VII. 

GOVERN::VIENT. 

ARTICLE VII. 

BUREAU OF MINE INSPECTION .A.ND SURF.A.CE SUP­
PORT. 

Section 1. Boroughs within the limits of the anthra­
cite region of the Commonwealth may by ordinance, 
create a bureau of mine inspection and surface support. 

Section 2. The bureau shall consist of one practical 
mining engineer, to be appointed by the burgess with 
consent of the council, and such assistants, clerks and 
employes as the council may provide. The officers and 
employes of the bureau shall receive such compensation 
as may be prescribed by council. 

Section 3. Members of tht bureau may enter, inspect, 
examine, and survey any mine or colliery within the 
limits of the borough, at all reasonable times, either 
by day or night, but not so as to impede nor obstruct 
the workings of the mine or colliery; ancl may take with 
them such other persons as may be necessary for the 
purpose of making an examination or survey. The 
owner, operator, or superintendent of such mine or 
colliery shall furnish the means necessary for such 
entry, inspection, examination, survey, and exit. 

Section 4. The owner, operator, or superintendent 
of every coal-mine or colliery, within three months 
after the passage of an ordinance by any borough 
creating such bureau, shall make or cause to be made 
and furnished to such bureau, an accurate map or plan 
of the workings or excavations of such coal-mine or 
colliery, on a scale of one hundred feet to the inch. · 
The map or plan shall exhibit the workings or excava­
tions in every seam of coal on a separate sheet, and 
the tunnels and passages connecting with such work­
ings or excavations. It shall show in degrees the gen­
eral inclination of the strata, with any material de­
flection therein in the workings or excavations, and 
shall also show the tidal elevations of the bottom of 
every shaft, slope, tunnel, and gangway; and of any 
other point in the mine or on the surface where such 
elevation shall be deemed necessary by the bureau. The 
map or plan shall show the number of the last survey 
station and date of each survey on the gangways or 
the most advanced workings. 

Section 5. Every mine owner, operator, or superin­
tendent shall place or cause to be placed upon the map 
of the bureau, at least once in every three months, all 
the extensions made in any mine within the limits of 
such borough during the three preceding months, ex­
cept those made within thirty days immediately pre­
ceding the time of placing such extensions upon the 
said map. 
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Section 6. It shall be unlawful for any person, co­
partnership, association, or corporation to dig, mine, 
remove, or carry away the coal, rock, earth, or other 
minerals or material!'! forming the natural support of 
the surface beneath the public highways, streets, alleys, 
courts, and places of any borough in the anthracite 
region to such an extent and in such a manner as to 
thereby remove the necessary support of the surface, 
without having first placed or constructed an artificial 
permanent support sufficient to uphold and preserve 
the stability of the surfaces of such public highways, 
streets, alleys, courts, and places. · 

Section 7. Any person being the general manager, 
superintendent, or person in charge of the work of any 
corporation, co-partnership, or association, violating 
any of the provisions of this article shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction before a justice of· 
the peace of the borough shall be sentenced, for such 
offense, to pay a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars 
or to undergo impri~onment in the county jail for a 
period not exceeding ninety days, or both. All fines 
imposed under this section shall be paid into the treas: 
ury of the borough. 

Section 8. Borough councils may enact such ordi­
nances a.s may be necessary for the enforcement of the 
provisions of this article. 

CHAPTER VIII. . 
ELECTIONS-VACANCIES IN OFFIOEl. 

ARTICLE I. 

NUMBER, TIDRiM AND TIME OF ELECTION OF OF­
FICERS. 

Section 1. Electors of the borough only shall be 
eligible to elective borough offices. 

Section 2. Elections for borough officers shall be at 
the time and place designated by law for the holding 
of municipal elections. 

Section 3. Certificates of election of. all borough 
officers shall be filed among the records of the borough. 

Section 4. Persons elected to borough offices shall 
serve until their successors .are· elected and qualified_ 

Section 5. J t shall be lawful for the electors of the 
borough to elect: 

1. In boroughs not divided into wards, seven council­
men, a burgess, high constable, and three auditors or 
a controller. 

2. In boroughs divided into wards, at least one and 
not more than three councilmen in each ward, to be resi­
dents of the ward from which they are elected and 
chosen by the electors of the ward; also a burgess, a 
high constable and three auditors or a controller, who 
shall be chosen by the electors of the borough at large. 
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Section 6. A. t the municipal election to be held in 
·the year one thousand nine hundred and fifteen, there 
shall be elected in each borough, a sufficient number 
of councilmen to equal one-half of. the entire number of 
which such council is legally eomposed, to serve for 
a term of four years from the first Monday of January 
next succeeding, and where such entire number is seven, 
nine or eleven, then sufficient to constitute three, four · 
or five as the case may be. The aforesaid councilmen 
to be elected in the year one. thousand nine hundred and 
fifteen, being successors to those elected in the years 
one thousand nine hundred and eleven, and one ~hou­
sand nine hundred and thirteen, whose terms as here­
tofore provided by law expire on the first Monday of 
January, one thousand nine hundred and sixteen. A.JI 
councilmen whose terms e:i.:pire on the first Monday 
of January, one thousand nine hundred and eighteen, 
shall continue to hold their office until the first Mon­
day of January, one thousand nine hundred and 
eighteen, as now provided, and their successors shall 
be elected at the municipal election in the year one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen, to serve for a 
term of four years from the first Monday of January 
next succeeding. Biennially thereafter, at the muni­
cipal election, a sufficient number of councilmen shall 
be elected for a term of four years, from the first Mon­
day of January next succeeding to fill the places of 
those whose terms, under the provisions of this act, 
shall expire on the first Monday of January next 
following such election. 

Section 7. ·whenever the court of quarter sessions 
shall divide any borough into wards, erect two or 
·more wards or parts of two or more wards into om 
ward, or divide a ward already erected into two or 
more wards, as provided in chapter three, article three, 
of this act, and when the reporf in such case is con­
firmed by the court, it shall at the same time decree 
the election of an equal number of councilmen in each 
of the wards, in such manner as not to interfere with 
the terms of those theretofore elected. In decreeinr 
such election, when the entire number of council shall 
be composed of an even number, the decree shall be 
so made that one-half of the entire number shall there­
after be elected at each municipal election. When 
the entire number of council shall be an odd number, 
the court shall divide such council into two classes, 
and shall make its decrees so that one-half of the 
entire number of councilmen, less one, shall, as soon 
as possible, take their office in a year divisible by four 
and the remaining number of councilmen shall take 
their office in an even numbered year not divisible 
by four. The apportionment shall be so made by the 
court that there shall be equal, or as nearly equal as 
possible, representation by wards in each class. Bi-
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ennially thereafter, at each .municipal election, a suffi­
cient number of councilmen shall be elected for the 
term of four years, from the first Monday of January 
next succeeding, to fill the places of those whose terms 
shall expire on the first Monday of January next fol­
lowing such election. 

Section 8. Whenever two or more boroughs are 
consolidated as provided in chapter two, article two, 
of this act, the members of the council of each of such 
boroughs shall be members of the council of the new 
borough from the wards in which they respectively 
reside, and shall hold their office until the expiration 
of their terms. 

In consolidated boroughs divided into wards, the 
number of councilmen in each ward shall be three. 

At the first municipal election next succeeding such 
consolidation, the qualified electors of such borough 
shall elect a sufficient number of councilmen to equal 
one-half of the entire number of which such council 
is legally composed, to serve for a term of four years 
from the first Monday of January next succeeding their 
election; and where such entire number is seven, nine 
or eleven, and where the year in which such officers 
shall take office is divisible by four, then sufficient to 
constitute three, four or five as the case may be; and 
where such year is an even numbered year not divisible 
by four, then sufficient to constitute four, five or six. 
At the second municipal election succeeding such con­
solidation the remaining number of councilmen to 
which such consolidated borough is entitled shall be 
elected to serve for a term of four years from the 
first Monday of January next succeeding. In consoli­
dated boroughs divided into wards the council shall 
by lot, prior ·to the first municipal election succeeding 
such consolidation, apportion the councilmen to be 
elected as above provided so that there shall be equal, 
or as nearly equal as possible, representation by wards. 
Biennially thereafter, at each municipal election, a 
sufficient number of councilmen shall be elected to 
serve for a term of four years, from thQ first Monday 
of January next succeeding, to fill the places of those 
whose term shall expire on the first Monday of January 
next following such election. 

Section 9.. The purpose of the three sections immedi­
ately preceding is that, as nearly as possible, Ol1e-half 
of the councilmen of every borough shall. be elected at 
each municipal election to serve for a term of four 
years from the first Monday of January next succeed-
ing. ' 

Section 10. Whenever, upon the division of any bor­
ough into wards or the creation of a new ward or 
wards, the number of councilmen cannot be equally 
divided among the wards of the boroughs, it shall be 
lawful for the court in decreeing such division or crea-
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tion, to· increase the number of council to, and not 
exceeding such number, as· will enable the court to make 
an equal apportionment of the same among the several 
wards of such borough. 

Section 11. The court of quarter sessions having 
fixed the number of councilmen, as provided in section 
seven of this article, may, upon petition of citizens of 
the borough, increase the same, to any number not ex­
ceeding three for each ward. 

Section 12. Whenever the electors of any borough 
divided into wards are authorized by this act or by 
a decree of court to elect three members of council from 

. each ward, the court of quarter sessions may, upon the 
petition of twenty citizens of such borough and after 
notice to the council, decrease the number of the 
council to be elected in each of such wards to two. 

At each municipal election thereafter the electors of 
each ward shall elect one councilman to hold office 
for a term of four years from the first Monday of 
January next succeeding his election. 

Section 13. Whenever the court of quarter sessions 
shall divide any borough into wards, it shall appoint 
for each ward su<;h judges and inspectors of election to 
hold the first election after such division as are by 
law required. 

Section 14. Electors of every borough, shall, at the 
municipal election in the year one thousand nine hun­
dred and seventeen, and every foi1r years thereafter, 
elect one person as burgess, who shall hold office for 
a term of four years from the first Monday of January 
next succeeding his election. 

Section 15. Whenever two or more boroughs are 
consolidatea under the provisions of chapter two, 
article two, the burgess of the borough' which shall 
have been first incorporated shall be the burgess of 
the consolidated borough, to serve until the expiration 
of his term. The burgess of the other borough shall 
become a member of the council of such consolidated 
borough from the ward in which he resides and shall 
continue a member thereof until the expiration of his 
term. At the first municipal election for the election 
of burges~es in boroughs and quadriennially thereafter 
a burgess shall be elected in such consolidated borough 
for a term of four years from the first Monday of 
January next succeeding such election. 

Section 16. The electors of every borough shall, at 
the municipal election in the year one thousand nfoe 
hundred and fifteen, and every fourth year thereafter, 
elect one person as high constable. to serve for a term 
of four years from the first Monday of Janua.ry next 
following. 

Section 17. ·The qualified electors in boroughs elect­
ing auditors, and not accepting the provisions of chap­
ter seven, article five, of this act, shall elect, at the mu-
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nicipal election in the year one thousand nine hundred 
and fifteen, one auditol', and in the year .one thousaud 
nine l.J.nudred and seventeen, two auditors, to serve for 
a term of four years from .the first Monday of January 
next succeeding their election. Biennially thereafter, . 
one or two auditors, as the case may be, shall be elected 
for a term of four years to fill the places of those whose 
terms shall expire on the first Monday of Jan.nary next 
following such election. 

Section 18. The terms of office of all borough treas­
urers and street commissioners elected by the voters 

. at large of any borough is fixed at four years from the 
first Monday of January next succeeding their elec-
tion. 1 

Section 19. The qualified electors in every borough 
having a controller, aud in every borough accepting 
the provisions of chapter seven, article five, of this 
act, shall, at the· municipal election in the year one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen and every four 
years thereafter elect, as borough controller, one per­
son who shall be a competent accountant aud an elector 
of the borough for at least four years prior to his elec­
tion. The person so chosen shall serve for a term of 
four years from the first Monday of January next suc­
ceeding his election. 

Section 20. Whenever, in boroughs hereafter incor­
porated from a township as provided in chapter two, 
article one, in boroughs hereafter formed by the di­
vision of a borough, as provided in chapter two, article 
four, or in boroughs hereafter created by the detach­
ment of territory, as provided in chapter two, article 
four, section six, a special election is ordered by the 
court for the election of borough officers, the officers so 
elected shall hold their office until the first Monday of 
January next succeeding the municipal election at 
which such officers are elected a:s pl'ovided in sections 

. six, seven, eight, fourteen, sixteen, and nineteen, of 
this article, and thereafter such officers shall be so 
elected that the time of their election and in the case 
of councilmen and auditors, the number to be elected 
at any municipal election shall coincide with the time 
and number elected at such municipal elections by bor­
oughs incorporated prior to the passage of thi's act. 

Section 21. Any person receiving notice of his elec­
tion as burgess, high constable, or a member of council 
refusing or neglecting to take upon himself the execu­
tion of such office, or any person hadng taken upon 
himself such duties, neglecting to discharge the same 
according to law, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
twenty dollars to be recovered before any justice of 
the peace in the same ma.nner as debts are recoverable. 
Any penalty so recovered shall ·be forthwith paM to 
ybe treasurer of the borough. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

ELECTIONS-VACANCIES IN OFl!'lC.1£. 

.ARTICLE II. 

·:U'ILLING OF V .A.NC.A.NCIES. 

Section 1. The court of quarter sessions may, 011 

petition of borough council, fill vacancies occurring iu 
any elective borough oflice until the municipal election 
next following. Whenever a vacancy is filled by the 
cour't, as provided in this section, the electors of the 
borough shall, at the municipal election next succeed­
ing such a.ppointment, elect a sufficient number of per­
sons to fill such vacancies for the unexpired term. 

Section 2. The borough council may fill any va­
cancy in their body until the municipal election next 
following, at which election a sufficient number of per­
sons shall be chosen to fill such vacancies for the un­
expired term. The voters shall designate on their bal­
lots that the persons thereon named are voted for to 
fill an unexpired term. 

Section 3. The court of quarter sessions may, on 
petition of council o • of any resident of the borough, 
fill any vacancy occurring in the office of burgess. Any 
person so appointed >hall hold office for the unexpired 
term. 

Section 4. The cot rt of quarter sessions may fill any 
vacancy occurring in the office of high constable. Any 
person so appointed shall hold office for the unexpired 
term. 

Section 5. The court of qua.rter sessions shall ·fill 
any vacancy occurriJtg in the office of borough control­
ler, and the person no appointed shall serve until the 
first Monday of .January imceeeding the municipal 
election occurring tuo months after the happening of 
such vacancy, at wl ich election a .successor shall be 
elected for the unexr ired term. 

~ JH.A.PTER IX. 
PARKS-SHADE TREES-FOREST . 

.ARTICLE I. 
PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS. 

Section 1. Borot ghs may improve, ma.intain and 
regulate public parkn, parkways and playgrounds with­
in the borough limitf. 

Section 2. Boroughs may enter upon, appropriate 
and acquire by gift, devise, purchase, lease or otherwise 
private property for the purpose of making, enla.rging, 
and maintaining public parks, parkways, and play­
grounds. The provisions of tMs section shall not au­
thorize the appropr: ation of private property outside 
the borough limits. . 

Sectiop. 3. No appropriation, purchase or lease shalJ 
be made pursuant b the preceding sections, whereby 
any borough shall, within any period of three yea.rs, ob-
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ligate itself to pay in the. aggregate, any sum. exceed­
ing one and one-half mills on the dollar on the assessed 
va.luation of all property, offices, professions, and per­
sons in the borough upon which county taxes are ra.ted 
and levied, without the consent of a majority of the 
electors obtained as hereinafter provided. 

Section 4. Whenever any borough shall, by ordi­
nance, provide for the appropriation, purchase or leas­
ing of private property for the purposes aforesaid, a·nd 
the value of such property or the rental thereof, shall 
alone, or when added to the amount of liability in­
curred for any of the purposes aforesaid within the 
preceding three years, exceed one and one-half mills 
on the dollar of valua.tion as provided in the preceding 
section, the council shall cause the question of such ap­
propriation, purchase or leasing, to be submitted to the 
electors of the borough at the municipal or. general 
election next occurring after the expiration of forty 
days from the date of such ordinance. · 

Section 5. The council shall give notice of the pro­
posed submission of such question by weekly ,adver­
tisements in not more than three newspapers publiShed 
in the borough, for a period of four weeks immediately 
preceding the day. of election, and, if no newspapers 
be published therein, by twenty printed handbills 
posted in conspicuous places at least twenty-one days 
prior to such election. 

Section 6. For the purpose of having such question 
appear upon the ballot, the council shall certify the 
question to the county com:missioners, at least twenty­
one days before the da.y of the election. The question 
may be stated substantially as follows:-

"Shall the borough of. ........... acquire by pur-
chase or condemnation, or both, at a price not exceed-
ing ............ dollars (or by lease for not more than 
............ years, at an annual rental of not more 
than ........ , ... dollars) pl'operty for the purpose of 
making (or of enlarging) public parks, parkways and 
playgrounds, within the locality bounded by ........ " 

Th,e council may, at their discretion, omit the desig­
nation of the locality. 

Section 7. The result of t'he vote on such question 
Shall be ascertained and certified' in the same manner 

. as the vote on the election of officers named on the same 
ballots. No such question determined negatively by 
the voters shall be again submitted until one munici­
pal or general election shall intervene. 

Section 8. The appropriation of private property for 
the purpose 6f making, enlarging and maintaining pub­
lic parks, parkways and playgrounds, is declared to be 
the taking of private ~roperty for public use; and for 
all damage suffered by the owners of any property so 
taken. the funds of the borough raised by ta.xation, 
Shall be. pledged as security. 
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,Section 9. Wl enever compensation for the damages 
arising from sud: appropriation cannot be agreed upon, 
the borough ma:' tender its bond as security to the 
party claiming or entitled to any damages, to the at­
torney or agent )f any person absent, to the agent or 
other officer of l corporation or to the guardian or 
committee of any· person under legal incapacity, the 
condition of which shall be that the borough shaU 
cause to be paid such amount of damages as the party 
shall be entitled to receive after the same have been 
agreed upon or assessed. 

Section 10: ·whenever any party claiming damages 
for property taken under the provisions of the prece­
ding sections of this article, refuses or neglects to ac­
cept the securitr so tendered, tl1e borough may, upon 
ten days' written notice, given to the party, his agent, 
attorney, guardian, or committee, present its bond to 
the court of com non pleas. If approved, the bond shall 
be filed for the benefit of those interested, and recov­
ery may be lta.d :hereon for the amount of damages as­
certained or fina Uy determined., if the same be not paid 
by an execution on the judgment in the issue formed 
to try the question. Upon the approval of such secu­
rity the borough may enter into possession, hold and 
use such land fo :· such purposes forever. 

~ection 11. Whenever 'any borough appropriates 
private property under the provisions of this article, 
and is unable to a,gree with the owners or lessees for 
the amount of C·)mpensation, or whenever by reason of 
the absence or l~gal incapacity of any owner or lessee 
no such compensation can be agreed upon, the. courts 
of common plea::, or any law judge thereof in vacation, 
on a.pplication ·:hereto by the borOl,gh or any person 
interested, shaI: appoint three freeholders as viewers 
and shall desig:iate a time, not less than twenty nor 
more than thirty days thereafter, when the viewers 
shall meet upon the property and view the same. 

Section 12. 'l'he viewers .shall give ten days' notice 
of the time and place of their first meeting to the own­
ers of property, their agents, attorneys or represent­
atives by writing served, if they reside within the 
county, in the same manner as the service of summons 
in personal ac1 ions; otherwise by handbills posted 
upon the premi11es or by such other notice as the court 
may prescribe. . 

Section 13; 1rhe proceedings before the viewers for 
the assessment of damages, and the proceedings upon 
their report shall be as provided in chapter six, article 
two, of this act. 

Section 14. rhe fina,l confirltlation of the report of 
viewers shall operate as a judgment against the bor­
ough in favor oE the party to whom damages have been 
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awarded by the report, or by so much of the report as 
is confirmed. Interest is allowed on such judgment 
from the date of filing the report. 

Section 15. Whenever any borough repeals any ordi­
nance or discontinues any proceeding taken, providing 
for the appropriation of property under this article 
prior to the entry upon or injury to such property, and, 
witllin thirzy days after the filing of the report of view­
ers assessing damages, the borough shall wt thereafter 
be liable to pay any damages which have been or might 
have been assessed, but the costs upon any proceeding 
had thereon shall be paid by the borough together with 
the actual damage sustained by reason of such proceed­
ing. 

Section 16. Whenever, prior to the first day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and eleven, any borough 
acquired land outside its corporate limits for park pur­
poses, such borough may own and possess 1such land 
for park purposes, and is authorized to lay out and 
maintain. the same, a.ncl to appropriate money to .defray 
expenses incident to such work. 
· Section 17. Every borough shall have. a general plan 
of its parks and playgrounds, which plan shall be filed 
in the office of tlle engmeer or other proper officer of 
the borough. All subdivisions of property thereafter 
made shall conform thereto. The location of parks and 
playgrounds laid ou:t and confirmed by the borough 
council shall not afterwards be altered without the con­
sent of the council; and no map or plot of parks or 
playgrounds shall be entered .or recorded in any public 
office of the county until approved by the borough 
council. 

Section 18. No person shall recover any· damages 
for the taking, for public use, of any buildings or im­
provements of any kind placed or constructed upon or 
within the lines of any located park or nlayground, 
after the same has been located by the borough council. 

CHAPTER IX. 

PARKS-<SHADE TREES-FORESTS. 
ARTICLE II. 

SHADE TREES. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF SHADE TREE COMMISSION. 

Section 1. Boroughs may establish a commission to 
be known as the shade tree commission of such bor­
ough. 

Section 2. The commission shall be composed of 
three freeholders of the borough, who shall be ap· 
pointed by the burgess and shall serve without com­
pensation. 

Whenever a. shade tree commission is esta:blished by 
any borough, the burges.s·shall appoint three freehold­
ers, one for a term of three years, one for a term of four 
years, and one for a: term of five yea.rs. 
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On the expiratio 1 of the term of any commissioner, a 
successor shall be appointed by the burgess to serve 
for a term of five y:ars. 

Vacancies in the office of commissioner shall be filled 
by the burgess for the unexpired term. 

Section 8. 1'Vhenever in any borough there exists a 
commission for the care of public parks, the council 
ma.y, by ordinance, accept the provisions of this article 
so far as it r~lates to the subject of the shade tree com­
mission, and thereLfter the park commission shall have 
all the powers an i be subject to all the duties pre­
scribed by this article for the shade.tree commission. 

Section 4. The •:ommission shall have exclusive cus­
tody and control o: the shade trees in the borough and 
is authorized to p: ant, remove, maintain, and protect 
shade trees on the public high ways in the borough. 

Section 5. The commission may employ and pay 
such superintendents, engineers, foresters, tree-wardens . 
or other assistant11 as the proper performance of the 
duties devolving .u:ion it shall requil'e, and ma.y make, 
publish and enforce regulations for the care and pro­
tection of the shad1! trees of the borough. No such reg­
ulation shall be in force until it has been approved 
by the council, and until it has been publiShed at least 
twice in one or two newspapers of the borough. 

Section 6. The shade tree commission shall an­
nuaUy report in fu: 1 to the burgess its transactions and 
expenses for the last fiscal year of the borough. The 
park commission, in boroughs accepting this article, 
may incorporate st ch transactions and expenses in its 
regular report to l'Ouncil. 

Section 7. Whe:1ever any shade tree commission or 
park commission .n boroughs accepting this article, 
proposes to plant, ;ranspla.nt or remove shade trees on 
any highway, notice of the time and place of the meet­
~ng, at which such work is to be considered, shall be 
given in one or more newspapers published in the bor­
ough once a week hr two weeks immediately preceding 

·the time of the meE ting. The notice shall specify in de­
tail the highways C•r portions thereof upon Which trees 
are proposed to be so planted, re-planted or removed. 

Section 8. The cost of planting, transpla.nting or re­
moving any shade trees in the highways of the bor­
ough of the necessary and suitable guards, curbing or 
grating for the protection thereof, and of the replacing 
of any pavement or sidewalk necessarily disturbed in 
fhe execution of such work, shall be paid by the owner 
of the real estate in front of whose property the work 
is done. 

The amount eacl freeholder is to pay shall be ascer­
tained and certifieil by the commission to council and 
to the borough tre lsurer. 

Section 9. Upon the filing of the certificate with the 
council, the secretary of the borough shall cause thirty 
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days' written notice to be given to the persons against 
whose property an assessment has been made. The 
notice shall.state the amount of the assessment and the 
time and place of payment, and shall oe accompanied 
with a copy of the certificate. 

The amount assessed against the real estate shall be 
a lien from the time of the filing of the certificate with 
the council, and, if not paid within the time designated 
in the notice, a claim may be filed and collected by the 
borough solicitor in the same ·manner as municipal 
claims are filed and collected. 

Section 10. The cost and expenses of caring for such 
trees after having been planted and the expense of pub­
lishing the notice provided in the preceding section 
shall be paid by the borough. · 

The needed amount shall each year be certified by 
fue commissioners to the borough council and shall be 
drawn against, as required by the commission. in 
the same manner a1s money appropriated for borough 
purposes. 

The borough council, instead of levying the tax au­
thorized by the general taxation act of one thomand 
nine hundred and fifteen, may provide for the expense 
of caring for trees already planted and of publh:;hing 
the notice required by the preceding section, 'by appro­
priations equa1l to the amount certified to be required 
bv the commission . 
. Section 11. The commission may assess penalties for 

the violation of its regula,tions and of this article so 
far as it relates to shade trees. Any penalty so as­
sessed shall be a lien upon the real estate of the of­
fender and may be coll~cted as municipal claims are 
collected. 

Section 12. All penalties or assessments imposed 
under this article shall be paid to the borough treas­
urer, to be placed to the credit of the commission, sub­
ject to be drawn upon by the commission for the pur­
poses of the preceding sections of this article. 

(b) POWER OF BOROUGHS WITH REGARD TO SHADE 
TREES .. 

Section 13. Boroughs may; by ordinance, upon the 
petition of a majority of the property owners upon any 
public street thereof, require the planting and re-plant­
ing of suitable shade trees along and upon the sides of 
such streets, upon such alignment and at such points 
as may be by such ordinance designated, by the owners 
of property a:butting the street at the points designated. 
This section does not authorize boroughs to require the 

.planting or,re-pJanting of trees at any point which may 
interfere with the necessary or reasona1ble use of any 
street or abutting property or unreasonably interfere 
with any business conducted thereon. 

27 Laws. 
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Section 14. On failure of any owner, after reason­
able notice, to comply with the terms of any such ordi­
nance the borough may cause such trees to be planted 
or re-planted at the expense of the borough, and there­
upon in the name of the borough, collect the cost of 
such work from fue owners in default, as debts of like 
amount are by law collectible. · 

CHAPTER IX. 

PARKS-SHADE TREES-FORESTS. 

ARTICLE III. 

FORESTS. 

Section l. Boroughs may acquire by purchase, gift 
or lease, and hold t:·acts of land covered with forest or 
tree growth or suitable for the growth of trees and ad­
minister the same, under the direction of the Commis­
sioner of Forestry, in accordance with the practices and 
principles of scientific forestry, for the benefit of the 
borough. Such tracts may be of any size suifable for 
11he purpose, and m.ty be located within or without the 
borough limits. 

Section 2. Befo1 e the passage of any ordinance for 
the acquisition of land to be used as municipal forests, 
the burgess shall s .ibmit to the Commissioner of For­
estry, a.nd secure his approval of, the area and location 
of such land. 

Section 3. 'Whenever the council of any borough 
de~ms it expedient to acquire any lands for the pur­
poses of municipal forests, it shall so declare in an or­
dinance, wherein shall be set forth all facts and condi­
tions relating to tl .e proposed action; which proposed 
ordinance shall be advertised once a' week for three 
weeks prior to its passage. 

Section 4. All money necessary for the purchase of 
such tracts shall be appropriated in the same manner 
::us appropriations br borough purposes, and such funds 
may be provided from the cnrrent revenue, or by the 
proceeds of a sa.le <•f bonds in accordance with existing 
law. 

Section 5. Upo 1 the acquisition of any municipal 
forests or lands suitable for such, the council shall 
notify the Commirnioner of Forestry, who shall make 
such rules for the government and proper administra­
tion of the same a' may be necessary, and the council 
shall publish such rules, decla.re the uses of the forest 
in accordance with the intent of this article, and make 
such provision for: ts administration, maintenance, pro­
tection and develcpment as shall be necessary or ex­
pedient. The rufos governing the administration of 
such forests shall have for their main purpose 1!he pro­
ducing of a• continuing borough revenue by the sale of 
forest products. 
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Section 6. All moneys necessary to be expended for 
the administration, maintenance, protection and de· 
velopment of such forests shall be appropriated and ap­
plied as is now done for borough purposes; all revenue 
and emoluments arising from such forests shall be paid 
into the borough treasury to be used for general bor­
ough purposes. 

Section 7. Municipa,l forests may be used by the 
public as general outing or recreation grounds subject 
to the rules governing tlleir administration as muni­
cipal forests. 

S1ection 8. Whenever the council of any borough 
deems it expedient to alienate any municipal forest or 
part thereof, it shall so declare in an ordinance wherein 
shall be set forth all the facts and conditions relating 
to the proposed action; which proposed ordinance shall 
be advertised once a week for three weeks prior to its 
passage. No ordinance shall be effective in legalizing 
such alienation until it ha1s been approved by a ma­
jority vote of the people at the next ensuing election. 

CHAPTER X. 

LIBRARIES. 

ARTICLE I. 

Section 1. A borough council ma;y submit to the 
qualified electors of such borough, at any municipal 
election, the question of the establishment and main­
tenance of a public library, and must submit such ques­
tion, if petitioned for by three per centum of the voters 
registered at the last general election. At snch elec­
tion the question of estabUshing an annual tax, not ex­
ceeding two mills on tlhe dolla,r on all taxable property 
in the borough, shall be submitted and voted upon. 

Section 2. The rate of tax so voted shall be an an­
nual tax rate until another vote is taken changing the 
same. The tax shall be levied and collected in like 
manner as other faxes in the borough, and shall be in 
addition to. all other taxes, and shall be used for no 
purpose other tlhan that of estabHshing and maintain­
ing a public library. The money so raised shall- be 
under the exclusive control of a board of library direct­
ors appointed as hereinafter provided. 

Section 3. If five per centum of the registered elect­
ors of any borough shall petition council to submit the 
question of creating a bonded indebtedness, for pur­
chasing ground and erecting bnildings for library pur­
poses, the conncil must submit such question at the 
next general election. 

Section 4. Boroughs may, by ordinance or resolu­
tion, purchase, enter upon and a-ppropriaite private 
property within the limits of such borough, for the pur­
pose of establishing or enlarging public libraries. 
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Section 5. When:weL' any borough shall appropriate 
private property for public library purposes, and the 
borough cannot agi ee with the owner thereof for the 
price to be paid tl erefor, or when by reason of the 
absence or legal incapacity of any such owner no such 
compensation can b1! agreed upon, the court of common 
pleas, or any judge thereof in vacation, on application 
thereto, by petition, by the borough council or any per­
son· interested, shLll appoint three citizens of the 
county as viewers, and shall appoint a time, not less 
tha.n twenty nor more than sixty days thereafter, when 
the viewers shall m~et upon the premises and view the 
same, of which tirnE and place ten days' notice shall be 
given by the petitioner to the viewers and all parties in­
terested, by persond service, when such service can be 
obtained, otherwisE by public notice in one or more 
newspapers, or by handbills posted on the premises or 
in such other manner as the court may direct. 

Section 6. The pi·oceedings before the viewers for the 
allowance of damai~es, for property taken, injured or 
destroyed, and the :)roceedings upon their report, shall 
be as provided in chapter six, article two, of this act. 
The costs incurred in such proceedings shall be paid 
by the borough. 

Section 7. · The affairs of public libraries in bor­
oughs shall be und•!r the control of a board of library 
directors, to be composed of not less than five nor more 
than nine personR, as may be determined by council. 
The superintendeni of schools of the borough shall be 
an ex officio memb·~r of the board. The directors shall 
be appointed and "acancies filled by the burgess and 
con~rmed by council. The first appointees shall be ap­
pointed one-third for one year, one-third for two years, 
and one-third for tiree years, and all appointments to 
fill the places of thJse whose terms expire, shall be for 
a term of three vears. Vacancies in the board of direct­
ors shall be filled fc r the unexpired term. 

Section 8. The boai·d of library directors shall or­
ganize by the electi m of a president and treasurer from 
its membership. and such other officers and agents as 
the board may demn necessary. The treasurer shall 
give bond in an amount to be fixed by the board. 

Section 9. Every such library shall be free to the 
use of the residents of the borough, subject to such 
reasonable rules and regulations as the board of li­
brary directors m:i.y adopt, and the board may exclude 
from the use or a 1: brary any person who shall wilfully 
violate such rules. The board may extend the privi­
leges of such librLry to persons residing outside the 
limits of such borough upon such terms and conditions 
as the board may :wescribe. 

Section 10. 'l'he board shall make an annual report 
to the council of tl e borough covering the fiscal year of 
such borough, stating the condition of the library and 
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of auy branch thereof; the amount of money received 
from the libra1ry tax and from other sources, and how 
such moneys have been expended and for what pur, 
poses; the number of books and periodicals on hand 
and the number added by purchase, gift or otherwise 
during the year; the number of registered readers, the 
numiber of books loaned out, and the general character 
and kind of such books with such information and sug­
gestions ais may be of general interest. 

Section 11. Boroughs may pa1ss ordinances, impos­
ing suitable penalties, for the punishment of persons 
committing injury to libraries, or to the grounds or 
property thereof, or for failing to return, at the time 
and in the manner specified in the rules of the library, 
any books belonging to the same. 

Section 12. Any person desiring to make donations 
of books, money, personal property or real estate for 
the benefit of such library, ma1y vest the title thereto 
in the board of library directors, to be held and con­
trolled by such board according to the terms of the 
deed, gift, devise or bequest, and as to such property the 
board shall be held to be trustees. 

Section 13. The provisions of sections one, two, 
three, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven and twelve of thi~ 
article shall. not apply to any borough wherein a free 
library was established prior to the seventeenth da.y 
of June, one thousand nine hundred and one, and is 
in existence at the time the provhdons of such section~ 
are sought to be invoked. 

Section 14. Boroughs are- authorized to contract 
with the managers or owners of any existing non-sec­
tarian public library for a fixed sum of money, to be 
paid aunll'ally, at such periods a1s may be agreed upon. 
for the free use of such library by the residents of 
such boroughs. No such contract shall be entered into 
for a longer period than three years. 

Section 15. The councils may appropriate annually, 
from the taxes levied and collected for horough pur­
poses, an amount not to exceed one mill on the dollar 
on all taixable pronerty in such boroughs, for the pur­
poses sneeified in the Jt!'ececling section. 

Section 16. Boroughs ma:v make appropriations. !lOt 
to exceed one mill on the dollnr on all tax::ible prop­
ertv, to esta'l1lish, or to ::iid in the estahliRhment ::ind 
maintenance of free -public libraries for the URe of the 
residents of Rnch horonghs, upon the condition that 
the borough shall be represented in t11e marwgement 
of such lihrnrv. . 

IS'ection 17." All taxes on dogs. levied and collected 
under this act for borough -purposes, ma~ be appro­
priated fo·r the support and maintenan<'e of rrnhlic 
libraries. All library companies, to which such nn 
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appropriation is made, shall maintain a free reading 
reom for the use cf all the inhabita·n ts of such bor­
.oughs. 

CHAPTER XI. 

B'JRIAL GROUNDS. 

ARTICLE I. 

Section 1. Boroughs may prohibit within their lim­
its, or within anr described territory within such 
limits, the burial or interment of deceased persons, 
and may regulate 1 he depth of graves. 

Section 2. When the title and mana:gement of any 
burial ground is vested in a borough, the council of 
such borough, upo1, petition of ten lot owners in such 
burial ground, ma;r transfer such buria1l ground and 
the management thereof, to an incorporated cemetery 
company. 

Section 3. Upon the presentation, to council, of 
such petition, the council may pass an ordinance de­
cl'aring, that upor the acceptance of the provisions 
of such ordinance by the incorporated cemetery com­
pa.ny, filed with the borough secretary, the title· and 
control of such burial ground shall vest in such in­
corporated cemete1y companies. 

Section 4. The secretary of the borough shall re­
cord the acceptance of any such incorporated ceme­
tery company in ·:he ordinance book of the borough, 
and a copy of the ordinance and the acceptance there­
of, certified by th1~ burgess and secreta.ry of the bor­
ough, shall be recc1rded in the office of the recorder of 
deeds of the coun1y. · 

Section. 5. Authority is vested in the court of quar­
ter sessions to nuke such orders for the regulation 
of burial ground~, situated in and adjacent to bor­
oughs, as the pu'bl ic good shall require; and when any 
burial ground shall become so neglected as, in the opin­
ion of the court, to become a public nuisance, the 
court ma.y direct the removal of the dead therefrom, 
by the borough authorities, to some other burial 
ground. 

Section 6. Upon the petition of any incorporated 
cemetery compan~' and a majority of the taxables of 
any borough, the court of quarter. sessions may' author>­
ize the transfer of any cemetery to the authorities of 
any borough in vhich such cemetery may be located 
or be adjacent thereto. 

Section 7. Such transfer shall be made without cost 
to the borough, ald upon being made the borough au­
thorities shall e:xercise the powers and privileges of 
such incorporate( company, and ma.y purchase lands 
within or beyon<' the borough limits, not to exceed 
thirty acres, for the extension of such cemetery, and 
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may raiim the means to pay for the same, by the sale 
of lots or otherwise, but in no event by taxation; they 
may lay out lots so purcha~ed and alter the. original 
plot of such cemetery, and may dispose of such 
grounds in the same manner as such incorporated com­
pany could have done. 

Section 8. A deed for any lot, made 'by the burgess, 
shall be of the same validitv as the deed of such in­
corporated cemetery compan°'y; and the burgess is ·au­
thorized to make deeds to those who theretofore pur­
.chased lots, but have not been furnished with deeds 
by the cemetery company. 

Section 9. In altering the plot of any such ceme­
tery, the bodies may be removed and reinterred in a 
suitable place, but without cost to surviving relatives 
or friends. 

Section 10. Whenever any burial ground, in charge 
of any religious society or church, or in charge of no 
one, has ceased to 'be used for interments, or has be­
come so neglected as to become a public nuisance; or 
when such cemetery hinders the improvements a,nd 
progressive interests of any borough, or is desired 

, by the borough for any free public library building, 
or for any other public purpose, the court of .quarter 
sessions of the county, upon petition of the managers 
of such cemetery, or upon the petition of fifty resi-

. ' dents in the vicinity, in case such cemetery is not in 
charge of anyone, setting forth that the improvements 
·and progressive interests of such borough are ham­
pered and the welfare of such borough is injured; or 
upon the petition of such borough, setting forth that 
·such cemetery is desired by the borough for the erec­
tion thereon of a free public library building, or for 
a.ny other public purpose; and after three weeks of 

:advertisement, may direct the removal of the remains 
of the dead from such burial ground. 

Section 11. No application, as provided in the pre­
ceding section, shall be made by the managers of any 
cemetery, in charge of any society or church, except 
in pursuance of the wishes of a majority of the mem­
bers of such society or church, expressed a,t a meet­
ing held for that purpose, after two weeks' public no­
tice. 

Section 12. Such removal shall be made by the 
managers of such cemetery, or by the borough when 
such cemetery is in charge of no one, in a careful man­
ner at the expense of the party making such removal 
to such other burial ground as may be selected; or if 
so desired by relatives or friends, to some cemetery in 

·the immedia,te vicinity. 
Section 13. The parties making. such removal shall 

publish, for two successive weeks, in. two daily or 
weekly newspapers of the borough or county, a no­
tice declaring their intention to remove such re­
mains. 
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Section 14. Rela·ives and friends of such dead may 
remove such remahs, .at any time during such pro­
ceeding~ at their oivn expense, before removal by the 
managers. . 

Section 15. All bodies, when so removed, shall be 
placed in separate ~askets and graves, and the mark­
ers placed by the renains of such bodies shall be taken 
by the persons autl orized to make such removal. and 
placed a,s near as can be in the same relative position 
as before Temoval. 

CHAPTER XII. 

ENFORCE1.'1ENT OF ORDINANCES-ACTIONS BY AND 
AGMNST BOROUGHS. 

ARTICLE I. 

ENFORCE:dENT OF ORDINANCES. 

Section 1. Fine~ and penalties made payable by 
this act, or imposed under the ordinances of any bor­
ough, shall be rec(•vera,ble before any justice of the 
peace of the borough in the same manner as debts not 
exceeding three hu:1dred dollars are recoverable, and 
when ·so. recovered shall be forthwith paid to the 
treasurer of the borough. 

Section 2. Polic·~men of the several boroughs may, 
without warrant and upon view, arrest and commit 
for hea.ring, any person guilty of a breach of the 
peace, vagrancy, r otous or disorderly conduct or 
drunkenness: or thil.t may be engaged in the commis­
sion of any unlawj ul act tending to imperil the per­
sonal security or •mdanger the property of citi?;en11, 
or violating any of the ordinances of 1mch borough 
for the violation of which a penalty is imposed. Per­
sons so arrested sh:iU be entitled to give bail for their 
appearance according to the practice in cases of sum­
mary convictions. 

Section 3. All proceedings for the violation of bor­
ough ordinances a·1d for the collection of fines and 
penalties imposed thereby. may be commenced hy war­
rant or by summo11s at the discretion of the burgess 
or justice of the peace before whom the proceerHngs 
are commenced, bu-: no warrant shall be issued except 
on oath or affirmr tion specifying the ordinan<'P for 
the violation of whirh the 'Same fa issued, and aJl pro­
CPSS may be ilirect·~d to and be served by any police­
mnn of the borong~. who may execute the same any­
where within the Commonwealth. 

Section 4. War1 ants shaH be returnable forthwith. 
~rnd upon such retnrn, like proceedings shall be hnd 
as in l'ases of slJ'nmarv conviction, with the same 
right of appeal from any final judgment. 
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Section 5. "When any person is arrested on view, a 
complaint. on oath or affirmation, shall be immedi­
ately made, whereupon like proceedings shall be had 
a,s provided in the preceding section. 

Section 6. Any person arrested for the violation of 
a borough ordinance may be committed to the borough 
lock-up, pending a hearing or trial, but in case there 
is no suitable lock-up in which to detain prisoners, the 
person a·rrested may be committed to the county jail. 

Section 7. Upon judgment against any person by 
summary conviction, or by proceedings by summons, 
on default of the payment of the fine or penalty im­
posed and the costs, the defendant may be sentenced 
and committed to the borough lock-up for a period not 
exceeding five days, or to the county jail for a period 
not exceeding thirty days. . 

Section 8. No fine or penalty shall exceed one hun­
dred dollars for a.ny single violation of any ordinance. 
In case the defendant has goods or property of any 
kind whatsoever, out of which the judgment and costf' 

·can be collected by execution or other process, the 
plaintiff in the action may elect to collect the judg­
ment and costs by such proceedings. 

Section 9. When any person shall have been ar­
rested by authority of the burgess or justice of the 
peace of any borough, cha,rged with being a vagrant 
or tramp, and having refused to pay the fine imposed 
for such offense, the burgess or justice of the peace 
shall have authority to commit such person to the 
lock-up in su~h borough, for a term not exceeding five 
days, or compel such person to work upon the public 
works or streets. of the borough, for period of time 
not exceeding one day for each dollar of fine im­
posed. 

Section .10. Any such defendant, as provided in the 
preceding section, may appeal to the court of quarter 
sessions, upon entering into recognizance with at least 
one surety in double the amount of the fine and costs 
for his appearance in court, and the offense shall be 
prosecuted in court as in the case of misdemeanors. · 

Section 11. When a prisoner shall be committed 
to any county jail or prison, either for the non-pa.y­
ment. of a fine or penalty imposed for the violation 
of any borough ordinance, or while awaiting a hear­
ing upon any charge for the violation of any borough 
ordinance, the costs of the proceedings and the ex­
penses of maintaining such prisoner during his con­
finement, shaU be paid by the borough, and the county 
s1rn1l not be liabJe to the sheriff for any maintenance, 
or to any person for any costs in such proceedings. 

425 



426 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

JHAPTER XII. 

ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCES-ACTIONS BY AND 

AG~ INST BOROUGHS. 

ARTICLE II. 

ACTIONS BY AND AGAINST BOROUGH:S. 

(a) MUNICIPAL CLAIMS. 

Section 1. Borot ghs may proceed for the recovery 
of municipal claims: by lien or by action of assumpsit; 
and jurisdiction iE confeITed upon justices of the 
peace to entertain such actions of assumpsit to the 
amount of. three hundred dollars. In a.U proceedings 
for the recovery o:' municipal claims an attorney's 
commission of five per centum may be included, not 
to exceed twenty dollars. 

(b) DEFEHSES BY TAXPAYERS. 

Section 2. Any taxpayer of any borough may in­
quire into the valid' ty of any judgment, or defend the 
borough in any sui: or judgment, upon filing a peti­
tion with the court of common pleas of the county in 
which such suit is pending or judgment exists, ac­
companied by an a 'fidavit that the taxpayer believes 
that injustice will be done to the borough in such suit 
or judgment. Whenever it is deemed necessary, the 
court may order sue h taxpayer to file a bond with one 
or more sureties, t::> be approved by court, to save, 
harmless, the borou~·h :from all costs tha.t may accrue 
in such proceeding subsequent to the filing of such 
petition. 

Section 3. Whenever a judgment is rendered by 
any justice of the peace or alderman a.gainst any bor­
ough, and a right oE appeal is given to such borough, 
and for ten days inmediately after the rendition of 
such judgment the ·)orough officials neglect to perfect 
an appeal, any taxpayer of such borough ma(Y take an 
appeal, in behalf of the borough, from such judgment 
to the court of common pleas of the county within the 
time prescribed for the taking of such appeal. 

Section 4. In tai ing the appeal, the taxpayer shall 
ma.ke an affidavit t:iat the same is not taken for the 
purpose of delay, hat because he verily believes that 
injustice has been <lone. The taxpayer shall pay the 
costs of the appeal and enter sufficient bail for the 
payment of all costn before the justice of the peace or 
alderman, and all C1)sts in the court of common plea-8. 

Section 5. Upon the filing of such appeal in the 
court of common I leas of the county, the taxpayer 
shall be made a pa- ·ty to the suit and shall have the 
right to defend suc:1 borough therein. 
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(c) LIABILITY IN BOND TRANSFERS. 

Section 6. All certificates of loans, issued by a 
borough, shall be transferable by the legal owner there­
of, without any liability on the part of the transfer 
agents of the borough to recognize or see to the exe­
cution of any trust, whether expressed, implied or 
constructive, to which such loans may be subject, un­
less such transfer agents of the borough shall have 
previously received notice in writing, signed by or on 
behalf of the person for whom such loans appear by 
the certificate thereof to be held in trust, that the 
proposed transfer would 1be a• violation of such trust. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

ACTS OF ASSEMBLY REPEALED. 

ARTICLE I. 

Section 1. (a) The following ads and parts of 
acts of Assembly are absolutely repealed, viz:-

Sections one, two, three, four, six, seven, ten, eleven, 
fourteen, and sixteen of an act, entitled "An act to 
provide for the incorporation of boroughs," approved 
the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
thirty-four (P. L. 163). 

Sections one, four, five,. seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, 
thirteen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, 
twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four, twenty-five, 
twenty-seven, twenty-eight, twenty-nine, thirty, thirty­
one, thirty-two, and thirty-three of an ad, entitled "An 
act regulating boroughs," approved the third day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred fifty-one (P. L. 
320). 

An act, entitled "A supplement to the act regula­
ting boroughs, approved April third, one th9usand 
eight hundred fifty-one,'' approved the twenty-second 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred fifty-six (P. 
L. 525). 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act, entitled 
'An act to provide for the incorpora.tion of boroughs,' 
approved the first day of April, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight !hundred thirty.-four," approved the 
first day of April, one thousand eight hundred sixty­
three (P. L. 200). 

An act, entitled "An act to authorize the councils 
of cities and boroughs in this Commonwealth to pro­
vide for the inspection of milk," approved the ·twen­
tieth ·day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixtv-nine (P. l1. 81 ). 

A'Il act, entitled "An act for the further regulation 
of boroughs," a.pproved the second day of June, one 
thousand eig-ht hundred seventy-one (P. L. 283). 

An act, entitled "An act repealing the third section 
of the act npprove<l .June second, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-one, entitled 'An act for the fur-
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ther regulation -o:' boroughs,'" approved the twenty­
eighth day of M~ rch, one thousand eight hundred 
seventy-three (P. J,. 53). 

·An act, entitlec. "An act to prescribe the manner 
by which the cour :s may divide boroughs into wards,'' 
a1pproved the forteenth day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred sevt~nty-four (P. L. 159). 

An act, entitled "An act relative to burial grounds 
and cemeteries situate in incorpQrated boroughs," ap­
proved the nineteenth day of May, one thousand eight 
hundred seventy-four (P. L. 208). 

An act, entitled "An act to regulate the extension 
of borough limits when the territory to be annexed is 
situate in two or more counties," approved the eighth 
day of June, one thousand eight hundred seventy-four 
(P. L. 281). 

An ad, entitled "An act empowering the councils 
in the boroughs of this Commonwealth to p-rescribe 
by ordinance the s1lary to be paid out of the borough 
treasury to the bJ.rgess, respectively, in lieu of all 
fees, fines and co ;ts, the manner in which salaries 
shall be paid, and directing all fees, fines and costs to 
be paid into the be rough treasury," approved the thir­
teenth da~ of Apr: 1, one thousand eight hundred sev­
enty-six (P. L. 27). 

An act, entitled "An act supplementary to au act 
entitled 'An act relative to burial grounds and ceme­
teries situated in incorporated boroughs,' approved 
the nineteenth day of May, eighteen hundred and sev­
enty-four, changinr the title of the said act, and au­
thorizing the court tO make orders and decrees re- · 
quired by the act, and to enforce the same ·by process," 
approved the thir1 eenth day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred seveitty-six (P. L. 159.1. 

An act, entitled "An act providing for the :filling 
of a vacancv or v~ ca.ncies in the office of council or 
other borough offices in the several boroughs of this 
Commonwealth," approved the twenty-fourth day of 
l\farch, one thousand eight hundred seventy-seven (P. 
L. 36). . . 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act, entitled 
'An act to prescribe the manner by which the courts 
may divide boroug:1s into wards.' approved the four­
teenth day of l\fa(J·, Anno Domini eighteen hundred 
and seventy-four," i:tpproverl the twenty-fourth da1y of 
March, one thousai:d eight hundred seventy-seven <P. 
L. 47). 

Sections one, twc, three and four of an act, entitled 
"An act to providE• through the courts of this Com­
monwealth for the erection of boroughs out of terri­
tory now included in cities of the third class that 
have been formed by joining together two or more 
boroughR," approve1 I the eighteenth day of April, orie 
thousand eight hundred seventy-seven (P. L. 55). 
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Sections four and five of an aiet, entitled "A sup­
plement to an act, entitled 'An act to prescribe the 
manner in which the courts may divide uoroughs into 
wards,' approved the fourteenth day of May, Anno 
DomiiH one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four," 
approved the tenth day of May, one thousand eight 
hundred seventy-eight (P. L. 51). · 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing boroughs hav­
ing charge of water works, where the rates for water 
are fixed by law, to change the same," appr<Jved the 
twenty-fourth day of May, one thousand eight hun­
dred seventy-eight (P. L. 118) . 

. \n act, entitled "An act to provide for appointing 
viewers to assess damages where streets and alleys are 
changed in grades or location, in the several boroughs 
of this Commonwealth," . approved the twenty-fourth 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred seventy-eight 
(P. L. 129). 

An act, entitled "An act providing for the adjust­
ment of all indebtedness between a township and one 
or more boroughs erected therefrom, also providing 
for the adjustment of the indebtedness of a. townsJ;iip 
changed or merged into one or more boroughs," ap­
proved the twelfth day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred seventy-eight (P. L. 184). 

An act, entitled ".it supplement to an act for the 
regulation of boroughs, approved the third day of 
April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one," approved the eleventh day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-nine (P. J:,. 150). 

An act, entitled "A further supplement to the act 
approved the fourteenth da.y of May, Anno Domini 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four, entitled 
'An act to prescribe the manner in which the courts 
may divide bQroughs into wards, and to pr,ovide for 
a ward representation upon school boards in said bor­
oughs,'" approved the sixteenth day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-three (P. L. 5). 

An act, entitled "An act to a•mend the first section 
of an act, approved the eleventh day of June, one 
thousand eight hundrd and seventy-nine, entitled 'A 
supplement to an act for the regulation of boroughs, 
approved the third day of April, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one,' so as to in­
clude all incorporated boroughs," approved the seven­
teenth da.y of May, one thousand eight hundred eighty-
three (P. L. 36). · 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act, entitled 
'An act regulating boroughs,' approved the thfrd day 
of April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-one, and empowering the corporate authori­
ties of boroughs to lay foot walks along turnpike 
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roads, and assess the cost of paving, curbing and gut· 
tering the same on the owners of the adjoining lands," 
approved the tventy-second day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred ~ighty-three (P. L. 39). 

An act, entitled "An act to repeal part of 0section 
seventeen of ar act, entitled 'An act regulating bor­
oughs,' a,pprovei April three, Anno Domini one thou­
sand eight hun::lred and fifty-one, and providing the 
manner of elec1 ing members of town councils in the 
boroughs of thi; CommonweaUh, and of filling vacan­
cies therein," ar proved the first day of June, one thou­
sand eight hum: red eighty-three (P. L. 54). 

An act, entiU!d "An act to provide for changing the 
dividing lines bi!tween adjoining boroughs, where said 
lines separate 1 he property of t4e same owner into 
two or more parts," approved the thirteenth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred eighty-three (P. L. 
98). 

An act, entitfod "An act fixing the date of the com­
m€ncement of forms of borough officers and auditors 
settlements;" a11proved the thirteenth day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred eighty-tliree (P. L. 121). 

An act, entitled "A further supplement to an act 
regulating borot ghs, approved the third day of April, 
Anno Domini o:rn thousand eight hundred and fifty. 
one," approved the third day of .Tune, one thousand 
eight hundred eighty-five (P. L. 55). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing boroughs to 
supply, and to make contracts for supplying water 
outside the limits of said boroughs," approved the 
tenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred eighty­
five (P. L. 81). 

An act, entitled "An act relating to elections in 
boroughs to detumine the expediency of constructing 
water works fa certain cases," approved the twenty­
fourth day of ,lune, one thousand eight hundred 
eig-hty-:fi,•e (P. I. 163). 

An act, entitli)d "An act authorizing the councils 
of the boroughs d this Commonwealth to regulate and 
fix the amount '.)f license to be paid by persons or 
firms engaged in the business of auctioneering within 
the limits of the same," approved the seventh day of 
May, one thousa:1d eight hundred eighty-seven (P. L. 
93). 

An aiet,. entitll'd "An act authorizing the burgess, 
alderman or jus1 ice of the peace in a,ny borough to 
commit to the lockup or station house of said borough, 
in certain cases," approved the eighteenth day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred eighty-seven (P. L. 122). 

An act, en ti th d "An a.ct extending the authority 
and jurisdiction of justices of the peace to the several. 
burgesses of this Commonwealth," approved the nine­
teenth day of Ma:', one th_ousand eight hundred eighty. 
Reven (P. L. 133). 



SESSION . OF 1915. 

An act, entitled "An act appropriating the tax on 
dogs to the support of public libraries in boroughs,'" 
approved the twenty-third day of Mmy, one thousand · 
eight hundred eighty-seven (P. L. 164). 

An act, entitled "A fUTther supplement to an act 
regulating boroughs, approved the third day of April, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and fifty, au­
thorizing the erection and leasing of wharves, and the 
collection of wharfage thereon." approved the seven­
teenth day of April, one thousand eight hundred eighty­
nine (P. L. 34). 

An act, entitled "A further supplement to an act, 
entitled 'An act regulating borough·s,' appToved the 
third day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one, authorizing the corporate authorities to levy 
and collect a license tax on hacks, carriages and other 
vehicles carrying persons or property for pay," ap­
proved the tw:enty-second day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred eighty-nine (P. L. 39). · 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing the councils of 
incorporated boroughs to require the paving, curbing 
and macadamizing of streets or thoroughfares, or parts 
·thereof, and assess a portion of the cost of the same on 
the owners of property abutting thereon, and providing 
for the collection of the same," approved the twenty­
third day of April, one thousa.nd eight hundTed eighty­
nine (P. L. 44). 

·An act, entitled "An act providing for appeals from 
decrees of courts of quarter sessions incorporating bor­
oughs," approved the ninth day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred eighty-nine (P. L. 174). 

An act, entitled "An act to enable boroughs to adopt 
and construct sewage systems and to assess and collect 
the cost thereof," approved the fifteenth day of May, 
one thousand eight hundTed eighty-nine (P. L. 220). 

An act, entitled "An act to provide for the division 
of boroughs and the erection of new •boroughs," ap­
proved the twenty-ninth day of· May, one thousand 
eight hundred eighty-nine (P. L. 393). 

An act, entitled "An act to authorize any borough 
now incoTporated or that may hereafter be incorpo­
rated, to m'anufacture electricity for commercial pur­
poses, for the use of the inha'bitants of said boroughs 
and for this purpose to erect, purchase or condemn 
electric-light plants and apparatus, and making valid 
the acts of any borough Which has heretofore manufac­
tured the satne, or incurred any indebtedness thereby, 
in accordance with the provisions of this act," approved 
the twentieth day of May, one thousand eight hundred 
ninety-one (P. L. 90). 

An act, entitled "An act to authorize the burgess and 
council of a.U incorporated boroughs to widen and 
deepen streams and water-courses running through said 
boroughs, and to erect dykes and embankments along 
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the same, and to em:Jower the burgess and councils to 
enter upon private p:·operty on and along such streams 
and water-courses f·Jr the purpose of procuring ma­
terial for such work, a.nd to provide for the payment 
of the expense thereof, and the assessment of damages 
sustained to provide private parties thereby," approved 
the eighth day of J me, one thousand eight hundred 
ninety-one (P. L. 21[)). 

An act, entitled ''An act to authorize the election 
of a chief burgess f, >r three years in the several bor­
oughs of this Commonwealth who shall not be eligible 
to the office for the next succeeding term, and provi­
ding that such office1 shall not be a mem·ber of.the town 
council, giving him ·:he power to veto ordinances, pro­
viding for the election of a presiding officer of coun­
cils and abolishing the office of assistant burge_ss," ap­
proved the twenty-t iird day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred ninety-three (P .. L. 113). 

·An act entitled "An act authorizing the appointment 
of policemen in the boroughs of this Commonwealth, 
defining their powe:·s and duties, and providing for 
their compensa.tion 2nd discharge," approved the sixth 
day of ,Tune, one thousand eight hundred ninety-three 
(P. L. 327). ' 
· Sections one, two. three, four, five, six, seven and 

ten of an act, entitlE·d "An act to provide for the con­
solidation of boroughs and the government and regu­
lation thereof," app ~oYed the sixth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred ninety-three (P. L. 335). 

An act, entitled "An act to designate the number of 
councilmen to be elected in the several boroughs of 
the Commonwea.lth not divided into wards, to provide 
for their election and for the filling of vacancies, and 
to fix the length of term for which they shall serve .. " 
approved the twenty-second day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred ninei:}-five (P. L.109). 

An act, entitled ".\.n act authorizing the councils of 
incorporated boroughs to change the designations of 
wards," approved tr e twenty-fourth day of June, one 
thousand eight hurnlred ;ninety~five (P. L. 241). 

An a.ct, entitled "A supplement to an act approved 
May twenty-fourth, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-eight, entitlE d 'An act to provide for appoint~ 
ing viewers to asses' damages where streets and alleys 
are changed in grades or location, in the several bor­
oughs of this Comm<•nwealth,' providing that the view­
ers therein named sl·all be entitled to milea.ge in addi­
tion to their per ( iem pay," approved the twenty­
fourth <lay of .Turn·. one thousand eight hundred 
ninety-five (P. L. 2~~8). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend an act, entitled 
'An act empowerin~· the councils in the boroughs of 
this Oommonwealtl 1 to prescribe by ordinance, the 
salary to be paid out of the borough treasury to the 
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burgess respectively, in lieu of all fees, fines a.nd 
costs, the manner in which salaries shall be paid, and 
directing all fees, fines and costs to be paid into the 
borough treasury,' approved the thirteenth day of 
April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-six, extending the provisions of said act to 
all boroughs in this Commonwealth, whether incor­
porated under general or special laws," approved the 
twenty-fourth day of June, one thousand eight hun­
dred ninety-five (P. L. 255). 

An act, entitled "An act to change the proceedings 
for the incorporation of boroughs in this Common­
wealth, providing for the approval of the application 
of incorporation by the court, and abolishing that part 

· of the proceeding which requires the laying of the 
same before the grand jury and its approval thereof," 
approved the twenty-sixth day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred ninety-five (P. L. ~89). 

An act, entitled "An act providing for the filling of 
any vacancy in the office of burgess in the . several 
boroughs of this Commonwealth," approved the second 
day of .July, one thousand eight hundred ninety-five 
(P. L. 433). . 

An act, entitled "An act to authorize the courts of 
quarter sessions to declare the seats of councilmen in 
boroughs vacant when they fail to organize for ten 
days after the beginning of their term, and to fill the 
vacancies so made," approved the twenty-seventh day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred ninety-seven 
(P. L. 8). . 

An act, entitled "An act supplemel).tary to an a.ct, 
entitled 'An act regulating boroughs,' approved the 
third day of April, Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-one, providing for the grading of 
streets and highways . in boroughs according to the 
foot-front rule, and for the assessment and collection 
of the costs and expenses thereof," approved the nine­
teenth da.y of May, one thousand eight hundred. and 
ninety-seven (P. L. 79). 

·An act, entitled "An act to authorize ·boroughs of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to make appro­
priations for the establishment and maintenance of 
free public U.braries," approved the twenty-fifth day 
of May, one thousand eight hundred ninety-seven (P. 
L. 84). 

An act, entitled "An a.ct empowering boroughs of 
this Commonwealth, ·without petition of property own­
ers, to grade, pave, curb, macadamize, and otherwise 
improve public streets, or parts thereof, when said 
streets or parts thereof do not exceed five hundred feet 
in length and connect two streets theretofore paved 
and improved, and providing for the payment and 
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collection of the cc sts, damages and expenses thereof," 
approved the thir1y-first day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred nimty-seven (P. L. 114). 

An act, entitle1l "An act amending subdivision 
eight of section three of an act, entitled 'An act regu­
lating boroughs,' approved the third day of April, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and fifty­
one; and pTescribing the notice to be given of any 
proposition to fix or cha.nge the grade, or the laying 
out, widening, st:·aightening, extending or vacating 
the streets, roads, lanes or alleys in any borough in 
the Commonwealtl1," approved the twelfth day of ,July, 
one thousand eigh1 hundred ninety-seven (P. L. 246). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend the thirtieth sec­
tion of an act, entitled 'An act regulating boroughs,' 
approved the third da.y of April, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hundrBd and fifty-one, empowering the 
burgess and town council of any borough to annex ad­
jacent lots or out lots, or other tracts of land, on 
the petition of a majority of the freehold owners 
thereof," approved the fifteenth day of July, one thou­
sand eight hundr1·d ninety-seven (P. r,. 296). 

An act, entitle1l "An act to amend section thirty­
three of an a.ct, entitled 'An act regulating boroughs,' 
approved the thiTd day of April, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hi;ndred and fifty-one, so as to extend 
the provisions which authorize boroughs incorporated 
before April thir1l, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one, to beco:ne subject to the restrictions and 

1 possess the powe:·s and privileges conferred by said 
act, to boToughs incorporated since April third, one 
thousand eight h'mdred and fifty-one," approved the 
sixteenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
ninety-nine (P. L. 10). 

An act, entitled "An act to· amend the fourth sec­
tion of an act, en:itled 'An act for the further regula.­
tion of boroughs, approved the second day of .Tune, 
Anno Domini on~ thousand eight hundred and sev· 
enty-one,' specifying the mode of procedure in cases 
where the burges ~ and town council of any borough 
pass an oTdinancE annexing adjacent lands of a town­
ship, lots or out lots of the same,'' approved the Aixth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred ninety-nine 
(P. L. 33). 

An act, entitle( "An act to further amend the thir­
tieth section of .m act, entitled 'An act regulating 
boroughs,' appro1·ed the thfrd day of April, Anno 
Domini one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, 
a.s amended by a :i act approved the fifteenth day of 
,July, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-seven, .emp)wering the burgess and town coun­
cil of any boTom·h. on petition of a majority of the 
freehold owners cf lots or out lots, or other tracts of 
land in any sect on lying adjacent to said borough, 
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to annex the section which such petitioners or others 
own," approved the twenty-eighth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred ninety-nine (P. L. 115). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend section one of an 
act, entitled 'A supplement to the act regulating bor­
oughs,' approved April third, one thousand eight hun­
dred and fifty-one,' approved the twenty-second day of 
April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-six, and providing for the opening of sidewalks 
along lands abutting on turnpike roads, and ascertain­
ing the benefits and damages caused thereby," ap­
proved the second day of May, one thousand nine hun­
dred one (P. L. 113). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing and empower­
ing councils of boroughs within this Commonwealth 
to contract with ·any incorporated water company, au­
thorized to do business within such municipality, for 
a supply of water for fire protection, and for other 
municipal purposes," approved the second day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred one (P. L. 137). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing boroughs to 
provide a supply of water for the use of the public, 
either by the erection and operation of water works 
or by contracts with persons or corporations author­
ized to supply water within the limits of said bor­
oughs, or by both inethods," approved the third day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred one (P. L. 140). 

An act, entitled "An act relating to connection of 
property with public sewers in boroughs," approved 
the twenty-first day of May, one thousand nine hun­
dred one (P. L. 265). 

An act, entitled "An act providing for the service 
of notice to build or ·repair sidewalks in the several 
boroughs of this Commonwealth," approved the twen­
ty-fourth day of May, one thousand nine hundred one 
(P. L. 297). / 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing the policemen 
of the several boroughs of this Commonwealth to per­
form the duties of high constahle, and regulating com­
pensation for their services," approved the twenty­
fourth day of May, one thousand nine hundred one 
(P. L~ 297). 

An act, entitled "A further supplement to an act, 
entitled 'An act regulating boroughs,' approved the 
third day of April, Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-one; amending a supplement to 
said act, approved the twenty-second day of May, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and eighty­
three; and empowering the corporate authorities of 
boroughs to lay out foot-walks, pavements, gutters, 
culverts and drains, over and upon lands within the 
boroughs, abntting on and along the side or sides of 
rmblic roads entirely without the borough limits; and 
to assess the paving, curbing and guttering of the 
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same on the owner5 of adjoining lands," approved the 
twenty-fourth day )f May, one thousand nine hundred 
one (P. L. 299). 

An act, entitled "An act amending section thirty­
three of an act, eni itled 'An act to regulate boroughs,' 
approved third Ap1il, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one; designati1g who shall make application for 
a borough, previou:;ly incorporated, to become subject 
to the restrictions and possess the powers and privi­
leges conferred by :mid act of one thousand eight hun­
dred and fifty-one," approved the fourth day of June, 
one thousand nine rnndred one (P. L. 362). 

An act, entitled "An act providing tha.t the presi­
dent of council in all boroughs shall exercise the du­
ties of burgess in the absence or disqualification of that 
official," approved the tenth day of ,June, one thou­
sand nine hundred me (P. L. 551). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing boroughs of 
this Commonwealtl to require the planting of shade­
trees along the public streets thereof, by the owners 
of a,butting proper1 y, in certain cases," approved the 
seventeenth day of June, one thousand nine hundred 
one (P. L. 569). 

An act, entitled 'An act authorizing the town coun­
cils of the several boroughs of this State to pay a por­
tion of the cost and expense of grading and curbing 
sidewalks," approv€ d the nineteenth day of June, one 
thousand nine lmndred one (P. L. 573). 

An act, entitled "An art authorizing any borough 
within this Commo 1wealth, on the written request of 
the Board of Healtl to confine and pave, or com'pletely 
enclose, any creek, run or natural waterway, other 
than navigable stre lms, and for this purpose to enter 
upon, condemn and take property and material neces­
sary to such confiring and paving or complete en­
closure; and providing for the ascertainment and as­
sessment of costs, damages and expenses as well as the 
levy and collection of benefits, arising therefrom, and 
constituting such benefits a lien upon the properties 
upon which they ate respectively assessed," approved 
the tenth day of July, one thousand nine hundred one 
(P. L. 634). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend the first clause of 
the second section, ~ nd the third section, of an act, en­
titled 'An act to pr wide for the consolidation of bor­
oughs and the g-overnment arid regulation thereof,' 
approved the sixth day of .June, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hm.dred and ninety-three, removing 
a.ny limit upon the 1mmber of wards into which a con­
Rolidated borough rnay be divided. and defining the 
lawR and ordinancee by which a consolidated borough 
Rhall be governed,'' approved the twenty-sixth day of 
February, one thousmd nine hundred three (P. L. 6). 
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An act, entitled "An act supplementary to an act, 
entitled 'An act to a.mend an act, entitled "An act to 
authorize the election of constables for three years," 
approved the fourteenth day of February, Anno 
Domini one thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine, 
by providing for the election of a high consfable of 
each of the boroughs of this Commonwealth, for three 
years, and by correcting the ambiguity as to the be­
ginning of the terms of office under said act,' a1pproved 
the twenty-sixth day of June, Anno Domini one thou­
sand eight hundred and ninety-five; making provi­
sions for the filling of vacanCies in the office of high 
constable in any borough, or in the office of constable 
in any borough, ward of any borough, or township of 
this Commonwealth," approved the eleventh day of 
March, one thousand nine hundred three (P. I.i. 22). 

An aict, entitled '·An act to provide for the election 
of councilmen, in the several boroughs of this Com­
monwealth, by wards," approved the thirteenth day 
of April, one thousand nine hundred three (P. L. 171). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing the chief bur­
gesses of the several boroughs of this Commonwealtl1 
to administer all oaths and affirmations in matters 
pertaining to borough a.ffairs,'' approved the twenty~ 
third day of April, one thousand nine hundred three 
(P. L. 291). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing any of the bor­
oughs of this Commonwealth to pay a salary to the 
chief burgess thereof,'' approved the seventh day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred five (P. L. 116). 

An act, entitled "An act to further amend the first 
clause of the second section of a.n act, entitled 'An act 
to provide for the consolidation of boroughs, and the 
government and regulation thereof,' approved the sixth 
day of June, Anno Domini one thousand eight hun­
dred and ninety-three; authorizing provisions in the 
joint agreement for such consolidation, for the use and 
disposition of the separate assets and the liquidation 
of the separate debts of such boroughs, and for sepa­
rate rates of taxation therein for that purpose,'' ap­
proved the tenth day of April, one thousand nine 
hundred five (P. L. 136). 

An ac~ entitled "A supplement to an act, entitled 
'An act to provide for the consolidation of boroughs, 
and the government and regulation thereof,' approved 
the sixth day of ,Tune, Anno Domini one thousa.nd 
eight hundred and ninety-three, as amended by an act 
approved the twenty-sixth day of February, Anno 
Domini one thousand nine hundred and three, entitled 
'An act to amend the :first clause of the second sec­
tion, and the third section, of an act, entitled "An act 
to provide for the consolidation of boroughs, aind the 
government and regulation thereof,'' approved ·the 
sixth day of .June, Anno Domini one thousand eight 

437 



438 LAWS 01' PENNSYLVANIA, 

hundred and ninety- :hree, removing any limit upon 
the number of ward~ into which a consolidated bor­
ough may be divided, and defining the laws and ordi­
nances by which a cc nsolidated borough shall be gov­
erned,' defining the meaning of said act as amended, 
and confirming the 1onsolidation of boroughs partly 
lying or situate in different counties, and providing 
for their governmem and regulation," approved the 
fourteenth day of A)ril, one thousand nine hundred 
five (P. L. 155). 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act, entitled 
'An act authorizing the councils of incorporated bor­
oughs to require the paving, curbing and ma.cadami­
zing of streets or tlH roughfares, or parts thereof, and 
assess a portion of 1he cost of the same on the own­
ers of property abu:ting thereon, and providing for 
the collection of the same,' approved the twenty-third 
day of April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hun­
dred and eighty-ninE·, pamphlet laws forty-four; pro­
viding tl1a.t if the p1~tition for said improvement has 
been verified by the affidavit of one or more of the pe­
titioners, notice mar be given of the passage of the 
ordinance requiring said improvement, and allowing 
an appeal therefrom, by any person interested, to any 
court of common ple1s of the county; and, if such ap­
pea.l is dismissed, or no such appeal is taken, then all 
parties interested sh ill be estopped from denying that 
said petition was signed by the requisite number of 
owners, representinf the requisite num1ber of feet 
fronting on the stre~t to be improved," approved the 
fourteenth day of April, one thousand nine hundred 
five (P. L. 168). 

An act, entitled ''An act to amend the second sec­
tion of an act, entitled 'An act to authorize the elec­
tion of a chief burg~ss for three years in the several 
boroughs in this Commonwealth, who shall not be 
eligible to the office for the next succeeding term, and 
providing that such officer shall not be a member of 
the town council, giving him the power to veto ordi­
nances, providing for the election of a presiding of­
ficer of councils, anil abolishing the office of assistant 
burgess,' approved f1e twenty-third day of May, Anno 
Domini one thousa.nd eight hundred and ninety-three; 
so as to authorize and empower the chief burgess to 
attend meetings of town councils at their annual or­
ganization for- the Election of such officers as a.re, by 
law and borough ordinances, at that time required to 
be elected, and who shall have no vote unless the coun­
cils be equally divided, when he shall cast the deci­
ding vote," approve•l the eighteenth day of April, one 
thousand nine hund ·ed five (P. L. 215). 

An act. entitled "An act authorizing the councils of 
incorporated boronrhs to require the subgrading, pa­
ving, curbing and m icadamizing of streets or thorough-
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fares or parts thereof, and assess the cost of the same 
on the owners of property abutting thereon, providing 
four-fifths of said owners petition councils for same, 
and providing for the collection of the cost of same," 
approved the twentieth day of April, one thousand 
nine hundred five (P. L. 232). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing boroughs to 
require the grading, paving, repaving and repairing 
of sidewalks, a,nd the constructing and repairing of 
curbs and gutters at the edge of sidewalks, by the 
owner or owners of lots fronting thereon; and provi­
ding that, in case of failure to comply with such re­
quirements, the borough may cause the work to be 
done, and collect the cost and charges thereof," ap­
proved the twentieth day of April, one thousand nine 
hundred five (P. L. 235). 

An act, entitled "An ad to authorize boroughs of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to contract with 
the duly constituted managers or owners of existing 
non-sectarian public libraries, for the free use of such 
libraries by the residents of such boroughs, and to 
make appropriations for the hiring and procuring of 
such free use," approved the twenty-second da(Y of 
April, one thousand nine hundred five (P. L. 281). 

An act, entitled "An act amending an act, entitled 
'An act authorizing any of the boroughs of this Com­
monwealth to pay a salary to the chief burgess there­
of' (Pamphlet Laws, one thousand nine hundred and 
five, page one hundred and sixteen), by providing that 
in boroughs of over five thousand population, where 
such salary would fall below the sum of fifty .dollars 
per month the borough council, in its wisdom, may 
increase said salary to an amount not exceeding fifty 
dollars per month," a,pproved the fifteenth day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred seven (P. L. 61). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend the first section 
of an act, entitled 'To enable boroughs to adopt and 
construct sewerage systems, and to assess an<). collect 
the cost thereof,' approved the fifteenth day of May, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and eighty­
nine (Pamphlet Laws, page two hundred and twenty), 
by providing for the construction of sewers without a 
petition of a majority of property owners, and requir­
ing a permit from the Commissioner of Health," ap­
proved the twenty-third ·day of April, one thousand 
nine hundred seven (P. L. 97). 

An act, entitled "A snppleinent to the act of April 
third, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, entitled 'An act 
regulating boroughs,' providing for the election of a 
borou~h solicitor, fixing the term of onlce and pre­
scribing his duties, and authorizing the toW'n council 
to fix his compensation," approved the twenty-fifth 
day of April, one thousand nine hundred s.even (P. L. 
103). 
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An act, entitled "An act to amend section one of 
an act, entitled 'An act empowering boroughs of this 
Commonwealth, ivithout petition of property owners, 
to grade, pave, curb, macadamize, and otherwise im­
prove public stri)ets, or parts thereof, when said 
streets, or parts thereof, do not exceed five hundred 
feet in length M d connect two streets theretofore 
paved and impro1'ed, and providing for the payment 
and collection o: the costs, damages and expenses 
thereof,' approve<[ May thirty-first, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight h Jlidred and ninety-seven, by increas­
ing the length of street so to be improved to one thou­
sand feet," approi·ed the seventh day Of May, one thou­
sand nine hundred seven (P. L., 168). 

An act, entitle1l "An a.ct authorizing the corporate 
authorities of bo:·oughs to expend not exceeding one­
half of the annua· appropriation for roads and streets, 
in curbing and paving or macadamizing any street, 
lane or alley ther1)in," approved the eighth day of Ma(}', 
one thousand nin~ hundred seven (P. L., 183). 

Section one of an act, entitled "An act concerning 
building regulation and inspection in boroughs," ap­
proved the eighth day of May, one thousand nine hun­
dred seven (P. JJ. 184). 

An act, entitled "An act empowering incorporated 
boroughs to pass such ordinance ais may be necessary . 
·to regulate or prevent the erection of wooden dwell­
ing-houses, shops, warehouses, stores, carriage-houses, 
stables, or other 'rame buildings within the limits of 
the borough," approved the twenty-third day of May, 
one thousand nin1) hundred seven (P. L., 203). 

An act, entitle:l "An act authorizing boroughs to 
erect and maintain garhage-furnaces, and pass rules 
a.nd regulations for t'be collection, care and removal 
of garbage, and y.rovide penalties for the violation of 
the same," approred the twenty-fifth day of May, one 
thousand nine hu1dred seven (P. JJ, 230). 

An act, entitle( "An act authorizing .and empower­
ing the several bo:·oughs of this Commonwealth to pur­
chase or acquire by condemnation proceedings such 
rea,l estate, within or without the borough limits, as 
may be necessary for present and future use; upon 
which to erect, construct and maintain garbage or in­
cinerating furnaC1)s, sewage-disposal works or plants, 
with the necessarv filter-beds, appliances, drains and 
sewers, and for the extensions thereof," a.pproved the 
first day of April, one thousand nine hundred nine 
(P. L., 79). 

An act, entitled "An act empowering the councils 
of boroughs in thP Commonwealth to fix by ordinance 
the salary of the Jur~ess of said boroughs," approvf>il 
the twe11ty-third day of April, one thousand nine hun­
dred nine(?. L., 154). 
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An act, entitled "An act authorizing the burgess and 
council in any incorporated borough in this Oommon­
wea.ith, in which is vested the title, control, and man­
agement of any cemetery or burial ground, to transfer 
said title, control, and management to an incorpo­
rated cemetery company, and providing how ·such trans­
fer shall b'e eff~cted," approved the twenty-third day 
of April, one thousand nine hundred nine (P. L., 155). 

An act, entitled "An act :fixing the length of the 
term of borough .treasurers and street commissioners, 
in boroughs of this Commonwealth that are elected 
by the electors at large," approved the sixth day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred nine (P. L., 440). 

An act, entitled "An act amending the first section 
of an act, approved the twenty-fourth day of May, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and sev­
enty-eight, entitled ~An a.ct to provide for appointing 
view~rs to assess damages, where streets and alleys 
are changed in grades or location in the several bor­
oughs of this Commonwealth,' by fixing the number of 
the viewers at three," approved the twenty-seventh day 
of April, one thousand nine .hundred eleven (P. L., 
8fl). 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act, entitled 
. 'An act a•uthorizing the councils of incorporated bor­
oughs to require the subgrading, paving, curbing, and 
macadamizing of streets or thoroughfares, or parts 
thereof, and assess the cost of the same on the own­
ers of property abutting thereon, provided four-flfths 
of said owners petition councils for same, and provi­
ding for the collection of the cost of 8ame,' approved 
twentieth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand 
nine hundred and five (Pamphlet Laws, two hundred 
and thirty-two); providing that. if the petition for 
said .improvement bas been verified by the affidavit of 
one or more· of the petitioners, notice may be given of 
the passage of the ordinance requiring said improve­
ment, and allowing an appea.l therefrom by any person 
interested to any court of common pleas of the county; 

·and if suc'h appeal is dismissed, or no such appeal is 
taken, then all parties interested shall be estopped 
from denying that said petition was signed by· the 
roonisite number of owners, representing the requisite 
number of feet fronting on the street to be improved," 
approved the fifth da.y of May, one thousand nine 
hundred eleven (P. L., 166). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing the proper au­
thorities of adjoinfog borough~ to fix and determine 
the dividina line between said boroughs, where the lo­
c::ition of the same is uncertain. a~·d to change the 
dividing line between Mlioining boroughs, and provi­
din!Z the manner of procedure in such cases," appro' ed 
the fifth day of Ma.y, one thousand nine hunqred eleven 
(P. r,., 176). . 
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An act, entitled "An act empowering boroughs of 
this Commonwealth, without petition of the property 
owners, to grade, pave, curb, macadamize, and other­
wise improve public streets, or parts thereof, and as­
sess a portion of the cost of the same on the owners 
of property abutti: ig thereon; and providing for the 
collection of the same," approved the twelfth day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred eleven (P. L., 28~ l. 

An act, entitled 'An act making void the surveying 
or laying out of ceitain highways and sewers over pri­
vate property, in boroughs, where the work has not 
been commenced "ithin two years from the passage 
of the ordinance," approved the first day of June, one 
thousa.nd nine huncred eleven (P. L., 541). 

An act, entitled '·An act authorizing boroughs to 
lay out, and maiiltdn as public parks, land heretofore 
acquired outside of the borough limits," approved the 
first day of .June, one thousand nine hundred eleven 
(P. L., 544). . 

An act, entitled "An act to amend section one of 
an act, entitled 'An act authorizing the councHs of 
incorporated borou.~hs to require the paving, curbing, 
and macadamizing )f streets or thoroughfares or parts 
thereof, and assess a portion of the cost of the same 
on the owners of property abutting thereon, and pro­
viding for the collection of the same,' approved April 
twenty-third, one thousand eight hundred a.nd eighty­
nine, by fixing a different portion of the cost and ex­
pense whicj:i may lie assessed against abutting prop­
erty, where the pre perty on one side of the street or 
thoroughfares desired to be improved is exempt from 
assessment," approved the eighth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred eleven '(P. L., 714). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend section· fbree of 
an act, entitled 'A11 act a.uthorizing the appointment 
of policemen in tbi· boroughs of this Commonwealth, 
defining their pow•~rs and duties, and providing for 
their compensation and discharge,' a'pproved June 
sixth, Anno Domin l one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-three, by regulating the control of policemen 
when on duty," apJ roved the eighth day of June, one 
thousand nine hun( red eleven (P. L., 720). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend section one of an 
act, entitled 'An a?t authorizing the councils of in­
corporated boroughs to require the paving, curbing, 
and macadamizing of streets or thoroughfares, or 
parts thereof, and assess a portion of the costs of the 
same on the owners of property abutting thereon, and 
providing for the collection of the ~ame,' approved the 
twenty-third day of April, Anno Domini one thousand 
eight hundred and dghty-ni'ne, so as to change the re­
quirements of the petition for paving from two-thirds 
of the owners of property representing not less than 
two-thirds in numbi~r of feet of the properties front-
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ing or abutting on the street or thoroughfares, or the 
part thereof proposed to •be paved, to the owners of 
property representing not less than two-thirds in nµm­
ber of feet of the properties fronting or abutting on 
the street or thoroughfares, or the part thereof pro­
posed to be paved, and repealing all acts or parts of 
·acts inconsistent herewith," approved the thirteenth 
day of .Tune, one thousand nine hundred eleven (P. L., 
887). 

An act, entitled "An act providing for the election 
of councilmen in the several boroughs of this Com­
monwealth, and fixing the time and manner of the or­
ganization of the town councils therein," approved the 
nineteenth day of .June, one thousand nine hundred 
eleven (P. L., 1047). 

An act, entitled "An act amending the first section 
of an act, approved fue twenty-second day of April, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and fifty­
six, entitled 'A supplement to the act regulating bor­
oughs, approve9- April third, one thousand eight hun­
dred fifty-one,' by fixing the number of the viewers at 
three," approved the twentieth day of .June, on.e thou­
sand nine hundred eleven (P. L., 1085). 

An act, entitled "An act providing for aud regula­
ting the purchase or condemna,tion of real e<itate by 
boroughs, for the purpose of constructing wharves, 
landing-places, and docks." approved the twenty-first 
day of June, one thousand nine hundred eleven (P. JJ., 
1099). 

An act entitled "An act to provide for the making 
of a new ordinance book a.nd record of the ordinances 
of any borough, in which the ordinance book thereof 
has become lost, destroyed, or so much worn or muti­
lated as to be um:erviceable," approved the twenty-first 
day of .June, one tlionsand nine hundred eleven (P. L., 
1113). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend section four of 
an act, approved the nineteenth day of .Tune, one thou­
sand nine hundred eleven, entitled 'An ad providing 
for the election of councilmen in the several boroughs 
of this Commonwealth, and fixing the time and man-. 
ner of the organization of the town councils therein,'" 
approved the twentieth d11y of May, one thousand nine 
hundred thirteen (P. L., 268). . 

Au act, entitled "An act to amend the first section 
of an act approved the twenty-fifth day of April, one 
thousa.nd nine hundred and seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred three). entitled 'A sup.plement to the act 
of April th~rd. eighteen hundred and fifty-one, entitled 
".I\ n n ct regi11nting boroughs," providing for the elec­
tion of a borough solicitor, fixing the term of ofllce and 
prescribing his duties, and authorizing the town coun­
cil to fix his compensation,' so as to include all bor­
oughsi and by changing the length of the term and 
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the time of the eledion of borough solicitors, and ex­
tending the terms of the borough solicitors, holding 
office under the act of April twenty-fifth, nineteen hun­
dred and seven, arn I providing for the furnishing of a. 
bond by a trust 01 bonding company," approved the 
fifth day of June, one thousa.nd nine hundred. thir­
teen (P. L., 409). 

An act, entitled ''An act to amend an act, approved 
the third day of Awil, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one, entitled 'An act regulating boroughs,' as 
amended," approvei the fifth day of ,June, one thou­
sand nine hundred ·:hirteen (P. L. 411). 

An act, entitled "An act empowering the several 
boroughs of .the C(1mmonwealth to enact and enforce 
ordinances prohibi :ing accumulations of garbage or 
rubbish upon priv~ te properties within their respect­
ive limits," approv•!d the fifth day of .June, one thou­
sand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 434). 

An act, entitled "A further supplement to an act, 
entitled 'An a.ct fo regulate boroughs,' approved the 
third day of Aprjl, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one, authorizing the corporate authorities of any 
borough to levy a '.ld col1ect a license-tax on hacks, 
carriages, omnibusPs, and motor-vehkles carrying per­
sons or property for pay; to regulate the operation 
and compensa.tion of such vehicles within the limits 
of any such borough, or between any such borough 
and other points or places," approved the fifth .day 
of .Tune, one tbournnd nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 
434). 

An act, entitled "An act providing for the election 
of a borough contI oller in all boroughs of this Com­
monwealth; prescribing the qualifications, powers and 
duties thereof; an l abolishing the office of borough 
:rnditors in sa.id b( roughs," approved the twelfth day 
of .June, one thournnd nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 
499). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend section one of 
an act, entitled 'A:1 act to amend section three of an 
act, entitled "An ~ct authorizing the appointment of 
policemen in the h>roughs of this Commonwealth, de­
fining their powers and duties, and providing for their 
compensation and discha,rge," approved .June sixth, 
Anno Domini one 1 bousand eight hundred and ninety­
three. by regnlatin;~ the control of policemen when on 
duty,' approved .June eighth, one thousand nine hun­
dred and eleven," a::>proved the nineteenth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 538). 

An act, entitled 'An act to amend an act, approved 
the sixth day of ,fune, one thousand eight hundred 
ninety-three, entitl~d 'An a.ct to provide for the con­
solidation of b_orOl: ghs and the government and regu­
la.tion thereof,' as lmended," approved the nineteenth 
day of .June, one thousand nine hundred thirteen (P. 
J,., 540). 
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(b) THE ·FOLLOWING ACTS AND PART2' OF ACTS OF 
ASSEMBLY ARE ABSOLUTELY REPEALED ·EXCEPT IN 
SO FAR AS THEY RELATE TO ASSESSORS, CON­
STABLES, ELECTION8, JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, 
OVERSEERS 01<' THE POOR, SCHOOL DIRECTORS, OR 
TAXA'.rION, VIZ:-

Sections five, eight, nine, twelve, thirteen and fif­
teen of an act, entitled "An act to provide for the 
incorporation of boroughs," approved the first day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred thirty-four (P. L., 
Hi3). 

Sections two, three, six, twelve, fourteen, fifteen, 
sixteen, seventeen and twenty-six of an ad, entitled 
"An act regulating boroughs," approved the third day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred fifty-one (P. L., 
320). 

An act, entitled "An act supplementary to an act, 
entitled 'An act to prescribe the manner by which the 
courts may divide boroughs into wards,' approved the 
fourteenth day of May, Anno Domini one thousand 
eight hundred seventy-four," approved the seventeenth 
day of February, one iliousand eight hundred seventy­
six (P. L., 6). 

Section one of an act, entitled "A supplement to 
an act, entitled 'An act to prescribe the manner in 
which the courts may divide boroughs into wards,' 
approved the fourteenth day of May, Anno Domini 
one 1 hon sand eight hundred seventy-four," approved 
the tenth da.y of May, one thousand eight hundred 
seventy-eight (P. L., 51). 

An act, entitled "A further supplement to the act 
approv~d the fourteenth day May, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-four, entitled 'An 
act to prescribe the manner in which the courts :inay 
divide boroughs into wards,' and to extend the pow­
ers of the courts so that they may, on petition, in­
crease the number of councilmen and school directors 
after decree has been made," approved tlie thirteenth 
da.y of Mny, one thousand eight hundred eighty-nine 
(P. L., 193). 

Section:- eight of an act, entitled "An act to pro­
vide for the consolidation of boroughs and the govern­
ment and regulation thereof," approved the sixth day 
of ,Tnne, one thousand eight hundred ninety-three (P. 
L .. ~3!1). 

An net, entitled "An act to amend the ninth sec­
tion of an act. entitled 'An act to provide for the con­
solidation of boroughs and the government and regu­
la.tion thereof,' arroroved .June sixth, Anno Domini 
one thommnd eight' hundred ninety-three, so as to al­
low the town council of a. consolidated borough to se­
lect, annually. one street commissioner,'-' approved 
the twentv-fifth day of May, one thousand eight bun-

. dred ninety-seveu (P. L., 88). 
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An act, entitled "An act relating to boroughs, pro­
viding a method of procedure for violations of law and 
borough ordinance~, a.nd for collection of the fines and 
penalties imposed for said violations," approved the 
fourth day of June, one thousand eight hundred nine­
ty-seven (P. L., 12J.). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing the courts of 
quarter sessions of the peace to decreruse the number 
of members of town council, and the number of school 
directm·s in wards or boroughs," approved the ninth 
day of July, one thousand eight hundred ninety-seven 
(P. L., 216). 

An act, entitled "An a.ct authorizing policemen to 
hold and exercise the office of constables," approved 
the twenty-fifth day of April, one thousand nine hun­
dred five (P. L., 309). 

(c) THE FOLLOWING ACTS AND PARTS OF ACTS OF 
ASSEMBLY ARE REPEALED IN SO FAR AS THEY 
RIDLATE TO BORl)UGHS, VIZ:-

Section thirty-four of an act, entitled "An act re­
lating to roads, hi5hways and bridges," approved the 
thirteenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
thirty-six (P. L., 5lil). 

Section one of an act, entitled "An act providing 
for the adjustment of all indebtedness between an old 
township, or town ;hips, and a new township, or bor­
ough, erected therefrom," approved the twelfth day 
of April, one thou11and eight hundred sixty-six (P. L., 
109). 

An act, entitled "An act relating to the assessment 
of damage for thi~ appropriation of land for public 
use," approved th1i fifteenth day of June, one thou­
sand eight hundml seventy-one (P. L., 391) .. 

An act, entitled "An act to authorize and require 
the auditors to publish an annual statement of the 
receipts and· expeitditures of road commissioners, su­
pervisors, Merseer 3 of the poor, and schoQl directors 
of the several toivnships and boroughs within this 
Commonwealth, ar d to designate a day to audit, set­
tle and adjust township and borough accounts," ap­
proved the twenty-fourth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred seventy-four (P. L., 112). 

Sections one, two and three of an act, entitled "An 
act declaring wha1 offices are incompatible," approved 
the fifteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred 
seventy-four (P. I., 186). 

An act, entitled "An act to facilitate the trarm1fer 
of stocks and loans," approved the tw.enty-third day 
of May, one thousmd .eight hundred seventy-four (P. 
L., 222). 
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An act, entitled "An act 'for further regulation of 
appeals from assessments of damages to owners of 
property taken foT public use," a.pproved the thir­
teenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred sev­
enty-four (P. L., 283). 

An act entitled "An act fixing and regulating the 
terms of all members of councils and all other city, 
ward, borough, and township officers, excepting school 
directors, elected by the people, and fixing the.time for 
organization of the legislative departments of the mu­
nicipal governments of the Commonwealth, a.nd the 
inauguration of the mayors of all the. cities of the 
same," approved the tenth day of March, one thou­
sand eight hundred seventy-five (P. L., 6). 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act, entitled 
'An act to authorize and require the auditors to pub­
lish an annual statement of the receipts and expend­
itures of road commissioners, supervisors, overseers 
of the poor and school directors of the several town­
ships and boroughs within this Commonwealth, and 
to designate a day to audit, settle and adjust town­
ship and borough accounts,' approved the twenty­
fourth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-four," a.pproved the thirty-first 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred seventy-
six (P. L., 12). . 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act, approved 
April fourteen, Anno Domini eighteen hundred and 
fifty-one, relating to an appeal from the decision, of 
township auditors," approved the first day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred seventy-six (P. L., 88). 

An act, entitled "An a.ct conferring additional pow­
ers upon the several boroughs and incorporated towns 
of this Commonwealth," approved the fifth day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred seventy-six (P. L., 112). 

An act, entitled "An act to empower any taxpayer 
of any township, borough, school, poor or other mu­
nicipal district, upon petition and affidavit, to be­
come· a1 party to any suit or process pending against 
said district," approved the twenty-third day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred seventy-seven (P. L., 20). 

An act, entitled "An act to prohiibit cities, boroughs 
and municipalities from levying any license or mer­
cantile tax, upon persons taking orders for goods or 
merchandise by sample, for individuals or companies 
who pay a license or mercantile tax at their chief place 
of busi'ness, and also to prohibit the collection of such 
licenses, or mercantile taxes," approved the seven­
teenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred 
eighty-three (P. L., 31). 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act, entitled 
'An a.ct supplementary to nn nd refative to hnrfal 
groun<ls and cemeteries· situated in incorporMed bor­

·oughs,' approved the nineteenth day of May, one thou-. 
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sand eight hundre l and· seventy-four, changing the 
title of, said act, and authorizing the 'court to make 
orders and decrees required by the act, and to en­
force the same· by process, al!lproved the thirteenth 
da(Y of May, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, fur­
ther empowering courts to direct removal of remains 
in boroughs, cities, and towns from burial grounds 
where interments lave ceased or have become so neg­
lected as' to become a public nuisance, or such remains 
interfere with the improvements, ·extensions and in­
terests of such cities, boroughs or towns," approved 
the twelfth day of May, one thousand eight hundred 
eighty-seven (P. L. 96). 

An act, entitled ''An act to provide for licensing and 
faxing foreign dealers in merchandise and their agents 
in the several cit es and boroughs in the Common­
wealth," approved the twenty-fourth day of May, one 
thousand eight hurrdred eighty-seven (P. L., 185). 

An act, entitled "An act declaring and defining the 
limits of townshirs, boroughs .and cities bounded by 
any of the navigahle streams of the Commonwealth," 
approved the twenty-fourth day of Ma,y, one thousand 
eight hundred eigLty-seven (P. L., 203). 

An act, entitle(. "An act to authorize cities and 
boroughs to condemn property and rights inside and 
outside of their 1: mi ts, for the purpose of obtaining 
and supplying water," approved the twenty-fifth day 
of May, one thomand eight hundred eighty-seven (P. 
L., 267). 

An act, entitle( "A further supplement to an act 
approved the elev(•nth da.y of .Tune, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hi; ndred and seventy-nine, entitled 'A 
supplement to an act for the regulation of boroughs,' 
approved the thiri day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and sev•!nty-one, providing for the adjust­
ment of indebtedness and government of the boroughs, 
townships and school districts affected by changes of 
limits of any borough in the Commonwealth," ap­
proved. the first d iy of .Tune, one thousai!ld eight hun­
dred eighty-seven (P. h, 285). 

Section eleven of an act, entitled "An act author­
izing the condemrration of turnpikes, roads or high­
ways, heretofore or hereafter constructed wholly, or 
in part, in any county of this Commonwealth for pub­
lic use, free from tolls and toll-gates, and the assess­
ment upon the pr,}per county of the damages to which 
the owner or oww~rs thereof may be entitled, by a• jury 
of viewers, duly appointed by the court of quarter 
sessions of the proper county, and providing for the 
maintenance of a:iy such condemned turnpike, road or 
highway by the proper city, township or district," ap­
proved the second day of .June, one thousand eight 
hundred eighty-seven (P. L., 806). 
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An act, entitled "An act to provide for the licensing 
of transient retail merchants in cities, boroughs and 
townships," approved the fourth da.y of May, one thou­
sand eight hundred eighty-nine (.P. L., 8()). 

An act, entitled "An act fixing the compensation of 
borough and township auditors in this Common­
wealth," approved the fourth day of May, one thou­
sand eight hundred eighty-nine (P. L., 86). 

An act, entitled "An act relating to unused streets, 
lanes and alleys," approved the ninth day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred eighty-nine (P. L., 173). 

An act, entitled "An act to provide for an appeal 
by county commissioners, cities or other municipa:li­
ties, and all pel'sons interested in the damages awarded 
for laying out, widening, grading, opening or chan­
ging the lines or grades of any public .street, road or 
alley in this Commonwealth, from the decree of the 
court of quarter sessions confirming the report of the 
viewers assessing such damages," approved the fif­
teenth day of April, one thousand eight hundred nine­
ty-one (P. L., 17). 

An a.ct, entitled "An act in relation to the laying 
out, opening, widening, straightening, extending or 
vacating streets and alleys, an.ct the construction of 
bridges in the several municipalities of this Common­
wealth, the gra.ding, paving, macadamizing or other­
wise improving streets and alleys, providing for ascer­
taining the damages to private property resulting there­
from, the assessment of the damages, costs and ex­
penses thereof upon the property benefited, and the 
construction of sewers. and payment ·of the damages, 
costs and expenses thereof, including damages to pri­
vate property resulting therefrom," approved the six­
teenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred ninety­
one (P. L., 75). 

An ad, entitled "An act to limit the period within 
which petitions for the assessment of damages for the 
opening or widening of any street, road· or highway, 
may be filed in the court of quarter sessions," approved 
the twenty-third day of May, one- thousan_d eight hun­
dred ninety-one (P. L., 109). 

An act, entitled "An act to provide for the security 
'to be entered by municipal corpora.tions for the ta­
king of land for the opening or widening of roads, 
streets and highways,'' approved· the twenty-third day 
of 1\fay, one thousand eight hundred ninety-one (P. 
L., 109). 

An act, entitled "A.n act to provide for an appeal 
to the court of common pleas, from the decree of the . 
court of quarter sessions, confirming any award of 
viewers in proceedings to assess damages for the open­
ing, widening or changing of grade of any street, road · 
or hh!:hwa.y," approved the twenty-sixth day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred ninety-one (P. L., 116). 

29 Laws. 
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.Section one of ~ u act, entitled "A supplement to an 
act, entitled 'An ut for futme regulations of appeals 
from assessment of damages to owners of property 
taken for public i1se,' approved the thirteenth day of 
June, one thousaHd eight hundred and seventy-four/' 
approved the second day of ,Tune, one thousa.nd eight 
hundred ninety-one (P. L., 172). 

An act, entitle( "An act to amend an act," entitled 
'An act to provido for the licensing of transient retail 
merchants in citfos, boroughs and townships,' empow­
ering councils to increase the maximum license,'' ap­
proved the tenth day of May, one thousand eight hun­
dred ninety-three (P. L., 35.). 
· An act, entitle<l "An a.ct to empower boroughs and 

cities to establish a police pension fund; to take prop­
erty in trust therefor and regulating and providing 
for the regulatior of the same,'' approved the twenty­
fourth day of May, one thousand. eight hundl\ed nine­
ty-three (P. L., 1 W). 

An act, entitle( "An act to provide for the establish­
ing and ascertain mg the lines and boundaries between 
two or more citiE s, boro11ghs or townships, cities and 
boroughs, townsh .ps and boroughs, or cities and town­
ships within this Commonwealth, and regulating the 
proceedings thereof," approved the third day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred ninety-three (P. L., 284). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend the first section of 
an act, entitled '.\.n act in relation to the laying out, 
opening, widening, straightening, extending or vaca­
ting streets and alleys, and the construction of bridges 
in the several municipalities of this Commonwealth, 
the grading, pav: ng, macadamizing, or otherwise im­
proving streets and alleys, providing for ascertaining 
the dama.ges to private property resulting therefrom, 
the assessment <if the damages, costs and expenses 
thereof upon the property benefited, and the construc­
tion of sewers and payment of the damages, costs and 
expenses thereof, including damages to private prop­
erty resulting th~refrom,' approved the sixteenth day 
of May, Anno Do :nini, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-one, provi('.ing for assessment of damages where 
streets and alleys are changed in grade or location," ap­
proved the twelfth day of June, one thousand eight hun~ 
dred ninety-three (P. L., 459). 

An act, entitle•! "An act relating to actions brought 
to a.scertain or 1ecover damages for appropriation of 
rights of way or •msements in lands by corporations in­
vested with the r' ght of eminent domain, and empower­
ing and authoriz~ ng owners of lands and corporations, 
municipal or othHwise, desiring to exercise the right of 
eminent domain : n such lands, to waive the assessment 
of damages by vi•~wers, a,nd granting the right to either 
party to demand and have the jury engaged in trying 
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such·action visit and view said land and premises," ap­
proved the twenty-first day of May, one thousand eight 
hundred ninety-five (P. L., 8!)). 

An act, entitled "An act amending section nine of 
an act, entitled 'An act in relation to the laying out, 
opening, widening, straightening, extending or vaca­
nng streets and alleys, a.nd the construction of bridges 
in the several municipalities of this Commonwealth, 
the grading, paving, ma.cadarnizing or otherwise im­
proving streets and alleys, providing for ascertaining 
the damages to private property resulting therefrom, 
the assessment of the damages, costs and· expenses 
thereof, upon the property benefited, and the construc­
tion of sewers and payment of the damages, costs and 
expenses thereof, including damages to private prop­
erty resulting therefrom,' approved May sixteenth, 
Anno Domini one _thousand eight hundred and ninety­
one, enabling municipal corporations to lay out, open, 
widen, extend and vacate streets or a.Ueys, upon peti­
tion or without petition of property owners," approved 
the twenty-second day of May, one thousand eight hun­
dred ninety-five (P. L., 106). 

An act, entitled "An act providing for the manner 
of ascertaining, determining, awarding and paying com­
pensation and da:mages in all cases where municipali­
ties of this Commonwealth may hereafter be authorized 
by law to take, use and appropriate private property 
for the purpose of making, enlarging and maintaining 
public parks within the corporate limits of such mu­
nicipality," approved the eighth day of .Tune, one thou­
sand eight hundred ninety-five (P. L .. 188). 

An act, entitled "An act to authorize cities, bor­
oughs and townships of this Commonwealth to appro­
priate moneys for Memorial Day services," approved 
the twenty-fifth day of .Tnne, one thous:rnd eight hun­
dred ninety-five ( P. L., 2!)8). 

An ad, entitled "An act conferring upon municipali­
ties the right of eminent domain for the purpose of ap­
propriating pnblic property for the use of the National 
Guard of Pennsylvania," approved the twenty-sixth day 
of June, one thousand eight hundred ninety-five (P. L., 

. 332). 
An act, entitled "An act regulating the letting of con­

tracts for the erection and construction of public 
buildings," approved the second da~ of July, one thou­
sand eight hundred ninety-five (P. L., 426). 

An act, entitled "An act to regulate the remunera­
tion of poli.cemen and constables employed as police­
men throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
and prohibitin11: them from charging or accepting any 
fee or other compensation, in addition to ·their salary, 
except as public rewards and mileage for traveling ex­
penses," approved the fourteenth day of July, one thou­
sand eight hundred ninety-seven (P. L., 266). 

451 



452 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

An act, entitled "Au act authorizing any borough or 
city within this Conrn1o1nwealth to vacate, change, a.Iter 
or relocate the course or channel of any creek, run or 
natural waterway, otter than navigable streams, and 
for this purpose to ent ~r upon, condemn and ta,ke prop­
erty and materials nee essary to such vacation, change, 
alteration or relocatic n, and providing for the ascer­
tainment and assessn,ent of costs, dama,ges and ex­
penses, as well as th( levy and collection of benefits 
arising therefrom, and constituting such benefits a lien 
upon the properties upon which they are respectively 
assessed," approved th~ twenty-eighth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundr(d ninety-nine (P. L., 74) .. 

1Section eleven of an act, entitled "An ad supplemen­
tary of an act approvnd the second day of ,Tune, Anno 
Domini one thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven, 
entitled 'An act authorizing the condemnation of turn­
pikes, roadR, or high~ ays heretofore or hereafter con­
structed, wholly, or in part, in any county of this Com­
monweaHh, for public use, free from tolls and toll 

·gates, ·and the assessnent upon the proper county, of 
the damages to which the owner or owners thereof may 
be entitled, by a jury of viewers, duly appointed by the 
court of quarter sessions of the proper county, and pro­
viding for the mainbnance of any such condemned 
turnpike, road or highway. by the proper city, town­
ship or district,' exter ding its provisions so to author­
ize the condemnation ,lf auy turnpike, road or highway 
in whole or in part located upon the line dividing two 
counties, and to assess the damages, payable to the 
owner or owners the1 eof equitably between such two 
counties," approved ·.he twenty-eighth day of April, 
one thousand eight h1mdred ninety-nine (P. L., 79). 

An act, entitled "An act amending section eight of 
an ad entitled 'An act in relation to the laying out, 
opening, widening, srraightening, extending or vaca­
ting streets and alley~, and the construction of bridges 
in the several municlpalities of this Commonwealth, 

. the grading, paving, macadamizing or- otherwise im­
proving streets and a Heys, providing for a'scertaining 
the damages to private ·property resulting therefrom, 
the assessment of tl e damages, costs and expenses. 
thereof upon the pro11erty benefited, and the construc­
tion of sewers and payment of the damages, costs and 
expenses thereof, inc: uding damages to priva,te prop­
erty resulting therefrom,' approved May sixteenth, 
Anno Domini one thcmmnd eight hundred and ninety­
one, extending the pre viRions of said act to the grading, 
paving, curbing, ma ?adamiz;ing, or improvement of 
parts of str.eets or alleys," approved the twenty-eighth 
'day of April, one thcusa,nd eigllt hundred ninety-nine 
(P. L., 100). 

An .act, entitled "An act to provide for the licensing 
of transient retail merchants in cities, boroughs and 
townships, and provi•ling a penalty for failures to ob-
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tain the same," approved the second day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred ninety-nine IP. L., 159). 

An a.ct, entitled "An act making it lawful for any 
municipality, in which a corporation created and exist­
ing under and by virtue of the laws of this Common­
wealth, have constructed and are maintaining, or may 
hereafter construct and maintain, sewers, culverts, con­
duits and pipes, with the necessary inlets and ap­
pliances, for surface, under surface and sewage drain­
age; to become the owners of such sewers, culverts, con­
duits, and pipes, with the necessary inlets and appli­
ances aforesaid; providing the amount to be paid for 
the sa.me, and the manner of ascertaining such amount 
in case of disagreement between the municipality and 
the corporation owning the same," approved the nine­
teenth day of April, one thousand n~ne hundred one (P. 
L., 82). . · . 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing borough coun­
cils or school boards of this ·Commonwealth to pur­
chase, acquire, take, use and appropriate private prop­
erty for public library purposes, and providing the 
manner in which. damages sustained thereby shall 'be 
assessed and collected," approved the eleventh day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred one (P. L., 169). 

An act, entitled "An act to provide for the aUeration 
of the boundaries of townships and boroughs in certain 
cases, and the adjustment of the indebtedness thereof," 
approved the eleventh day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred one (P. L., 177). 

Section two of an act, entitled "An act authorizing 
the abandonment by turnpike road or highway com­
panies of such portion or portions of their turnpike 
roads or highways as are separated, as to ownership or 
possession, from the longest continuous portion thereof 
remaining in the possession or ownership of such com­
panies after the appropriation or condemnation to 
public use of an intermediate portion or portions 
thereof; a.lso prescribing the method of making such 
abandonment arid the giving of notice thereof to town­
ship authorities, and providing for the future disposi­
tion of such ab:rndoned portion or portions of said turn­
pike roads or highways," approved the fourth day of 
,Tune, one thousand nine hundred one (P. L., 359). 

An act. entitled "An act relating to railroad cross­
ings of highwa.ys, and for the regulation. alteration and 
abolition of grade crossings, except in cities of the first 
and second classes," ap'j)roved the seventh day of .Tune, 
one thousand nine hundred one (P. J,., 531). 

An act, entitlerl "An act authorizing and empower­
ing boroughs and incorporated towns to take, use and 
apnropriate nrivnte property for necessa.ry public 
buildings and works within the corporate limits of 
such mnnidpality; and providing for the manner of 
nscertaining, determining, awarding and paying com-
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pensation and damagE s therefor," a1pproved the tenth 
day of June, one thousand nine hundred one (P. L., 
555). 

An act, entitled "A:1 act for the establishment and 
maintenance of public libraries in cities of the second 
and third class and ir boroughs," approved the seven­
teenth day of June, on~ thousand nine hundred one (P. 
L., 569). 

An act, entitled "An act regulating the filing of re­
ports of viewers, or juries of view, appointed by the 
courts of this Commc nwealth to assess damages and 
benefits for the taking, injury or destruction. of private 
property in the eonstmction or enlargement of public 
works, highways or improvements," approved the eigh­
teenth day of March, one thousand nine hundred three 
(P. L., 28). 

An ad, entitled "An act authorizing councils, in bor­
oughs and in cities of the second class and third class, 
within this Common" ealth, to issm~ subpoenas and to 
take the testimony of witnesses in any pending case of 
inquiry, investigation or impeachment; also providing 
for the compulsory production of hooks and papers, 
and a mode of compelling the attendance of witnesses, 
by atta.chment for contempt; and providing for the 
punishment of perju :·y, by witnesses so called," ap­
proved the nineteen1 h day ·of March one thousand 
nine hundred three (I'. L. 31). 

An act, entitled "l.n act amending section nine of 
an aCt, entitled 'An act in relation to the la·ying out: 
opening, widening, straightening, extending or vaca­
ting streets and alley3 and the construction of bridges 
in the several municipalities of this Commonwealth, 
the grading, paving, macadamizing or otherwise im­
proving streets a.nrl alleys, providing for ascertaining 
the damages to priv:ite property resulting therefrom, 
the assessment of t:1e damages, costs, and expenses 
thereof upon the pro:)erty benefited, and the construc­
tion of sewers anrl pr yment of the damages, costs and 
expenses thereof, includin~ damages to private prop­
erty resulting thenfrom,' approved May sixteenth, 
Anno Domini one thousa.nd eight hundred and ninety­
one, enabling munichal corporations to lay out open, 
widen, extend and vi:cate streets or alleys, upon peti­
tion or without petiti1m of property owners. as amended 
by the act approved the twenty-second day of May, 
Anno Domini one th msand eight hundred and ninety­
five, providing for the approval of ordimrnces by the 
city recorder and the publirntion of the ordinanceR." ap­
proved the nineteentl1 <lay of March, one thousand nine 
hundred three (P.T,., 35). 

An act entitled "An act to provide for the confirma­
tion of the reports •lf viewers. or juries of view. ap­
pointed bv the courh of f)narter Ressions to asse~R dam-
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ages and benefits, and for the collection of damages in 
such proceedings," approved the twenty-seventh day of 
March, one thousand nine hundred three (P. L., 83). 

An act, entitled "An act amending sections two and 
six of an act, entitled 'An act in relation to the laying 
out, opening, widening, straightening, extending or 
vacating streets and alleys, and the construction of 
bridges in the several municipalities of this Common­
wealth, the grading; paving, macadamizing or other­
wise improving streets and allen, providing for ascer­
taining the damages to private property resulting 
therefrom, the assessment of the damages, costs and P.X­

penses thereof upon the pr'operty benefited, and the con­
struction of sewers and payment of the damages, cost'l 
and expenses thereof, including damages to private 
property resulting therefrom,' approved the sixteenth 
day of May, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred 
ninety-one," a.ppro\'ed the second day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred three (P. L., 124). 

An act, entitled "An act enabling the burgess and 
council of any borough or incorporated town, by ordi­
nance, to annex to the borough or incorporated town 
adjacent territory upon petition of a majority of the 
freehold owners thereof," approved the twenty-second 
day of April, one thousand nine hundred three (P. L., 
247). 

An act, entitled "An a.ct to permit farmers to sell 
their own products without a license fee, in and about 
the streets of any borough or city of this Common­
wealth," apwoved the twenty-second day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred three (P. L., 258). 

An act, entitled "An act to further define the police 
power of cities of the third class and horoughs, with ref­
erence to electric light wires," approved the twenty­
eighth day of April, one thousand nine hundred three 
(P. L., 335). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing the municipali­
ties of th.e Commonwealth to vacate, in whole or in 
part, all streets, lanes and alleys within their corporate 
limits, laid out by. this Commonwealth, whenever the 
same, or the portion to be vacated, shall have remained 
unopened for a continuous period of thirty years next 
preceding such vacation," approved the twenty-first day 
of March, one thousand nine hundred five (P. L., 46). 

An act, entitled "An act providing for" the payment 
of the expem;e of maintaining prisoners, committed to 
county prisons for non-payment of fines or penalties 
imposed for the violation of city or borough ordinances, 
or ordinances of townships of the first class, by the 
city, borough or township cf tl1e ftrst elass, to which 
such fines are p:iyable," approved the twenty-eighth ifa.y 
of l\f::irf'h, onP th011~:rnil nine hundred five (P. L., 61). 

An act. entitlf'if "An act to provide for the vacation 
and clo~ing of a lleyR, Ja,nes, or passageways that are, 
or may hereafter become, public nuisances; and to com-
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pensate abutting property owners or others who may 
be damaged thE reby, and assess benefits, if any there 
be," approved tie seventeenth day of April, .one thou­
sand nine hund ·ed five (P. L., 193). 

An act, entitl1~d "An act supplementary to an act, en­
titled 'An act in relation to the la.ying out, opening, 
widening, straifhtening, extending or vacating streets 
and alleys, and the construction of bridges in the sev­
eral municipalities of this Commonwealth, the grading, 
paving, ma cad a: nizing or otherwise improving streets 
and alleys, providing for ascertaining the damages to 
private property resulting therefrom, the assessment of 
the damages, coi ts and expenses thereof upon the prop­
erty benefited, and the construction of sewers and the 
payment of the damages, costs a.nd expenses thereof, 
including the d images to private property resulting 
therefrom,' approved the sixteenth day of May, Anno 
Domini one thousand. eight hundred and ninety-one, 
relating to exce)tions and to the confirmation of the 
reports of viewe· ·s and of parts thereof and of appeails 
to the Superior i.nd Supreme Court from the confirma­
tion of viewers' reports or parts thereof, the manner of 
taking the same and the effect thereof," approved the 
eighteenth day of April, one thousand nine hundred 
five (P. L., 198). · 

An act, entitled "An act to provide for the repair and 
maintenance or improvement, by the proper county, 
city or borough, of turnpikes heretofore or hereafter 
appropriated or condemned, or any part thereof, for 
public use free of tolls," approved the twentieth day 
of April, one thousand nine hundred five (P_ L., 237). 

An act, entitl~d "An act authorizing vacation of 
public highways at grade crossings over railroads and 
the opening of r ndergrade or overgrade crossings in 
lieu thereof, by tl: e court of quarter sessions," approved 
the twenty-seconc day of April, one thousand nine hun­
dred five (P. L., 295). 

An act, entitl~d "An act authorizing the county 
commissioners of the several counties, or the town 
councils of the seYeral boroughs, of this Commonwealth, 
or both, to appr1lpriate annually a sufficient sum of 
money to each po:1t of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
in their respectiv~ counties or boroughs, to aid in de­
fraying the e~per ses of Memorfal Day,'' approved the 
twenty-first da:v cf March, one thousand nine hundred 
seven (P. Ii:. 22). 

An act, entitle l "An act supplementary to an act 
entitled 'An act ~nabling the burgess and council of 
any borough or incorpornterl town, by ordinance, to 
annex to the bor1mgh or incorporated town adjacent 
territory, upon pdition of a majority of the freehold 
owners thereof,' lpproved the twenty-second day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and three; enabling 
the burgess and ccnncil of any borough or incorporated 
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town by ordinance to annex to the borough or incor· 
porated town adjacent territory, in the same or an 
adjoining county, upon pe,tition of a majority of the 
freehold owners thereof," approved the twenty-first day 
of March, one thousand nine hundred seven (P. L., 25). 

An act, entitled "An act fixing the pay of commis­
sioners· of roads, viewers, reviewers and re-reviewers of 
roads and bridges, and commissioners appointed to run, 
establish or re-establish township lines, or to divide 
townships, or to divide townships into election dis­
tricts, or boroughs into wa.rds. in this Commonwealth," 
approved the fourth day of April, one thousand nine 
hundred seven (P. I..1., 44). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend section one of 
the act approved May twenty-fifth, one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-seven, entitled 'An act to author­
ize cities and borbughs to condemn property and rights, 
inside and outside of their limits, for the purpose of 
obtaining and supplying water,' so as to include 
springs," approved the fifteenth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred seven (P. L., 90). 

. An act, entitled "An act to amend the first section 
of an· act, entitled 'An act to provide for the repair 
and maintenance or improvement, by the. proper county, 
city, or borough, of turnpikes heretofore or hereafter 
appropriated or condemned, or any part thereof, for 
public use free of tolls,' approved the twentieth day of 
April, Anno Domini one thousand nine hundred an'd 
five; providing for the repair and maintenanc_e or im­
provement, by the proper county, city, or borough, of 
turnpikes heretofore or hereafter abandoned, or any 
part thereof, and for the repair, maintenance or im­
provement of any turnpike, or part thereof, where the 
company or association owning the same has been or 
may hereafter be dissolved," approved the twenty-fifth 
day of April, one thousand nine hundred seven (P. L .. 
104). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing municipal cor­
porations, owning their own water systems, to relocate 
roads destroyed by overflow of reservoiris or otherwise, 
and to ac11uire land to preserve water-supply from 
contamination," approved the seventh day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred seven (P. L., 167). 

An act, entitled "An act exempting certain real 
estate from the power of eminent domain as exercised 
by corporations incorporated under the laws. of Penn­
sylvania," approved the tenth day of May, one thou­
sand nine hundred seven~ (P. L., 196). 

An act. entitled "An act prodding for the payment of 
the premhlms on bonds of <'ounty, city, bor011gh, school­

. district, and township employes,?' approved the twenty­
third day of May, one thousand nine hundred seven 
(P. L., 225). 
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An act, entitl ~d "An act to provide for the alteration 
of the boundar[es of contiguous boroughs and town­
ships within tl is Oommonwealtli, by detaching part 
or parts of the land embraced within the lines of any 
borough and annexing such territory to any adjacent 
or contiguous iownship or townships,' and _for ad­
justment of the indebtedness of the boroughs and town­
ships affected b:· such change of boundaries or limits," 
approved the hi·enty-eighth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred sel'en (P. L., 264). 

An act, entithd "An act to authorize municipalities 
or townships tc make assessments for municipal im­
provements out:,;ide of their corporate limits, under 
certain conditicns," approved the twenty-eighth day 
of May, one tll0'1sand nine hundred seven (P. L., 287). 

An act, entitli~d "An act to provide for the planting 
and care of shade trees on highways of townships of the 
first class, boro11ghs, and cities of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, and providing for the cost thereof," 
approved the thfrty-first day of l\:Iay, one thousand nine 
hundred seven c:>. L., 349). 

An act, entitl1~d "An act providing for the acquiring 
of water plant~ or systems by municipalities, from 
corporations, firms, or individuals and the manner of 
ascertaining and arriving at the value of the same; 
and to authorizE municipalities of this Commonwealth 
to issue bonds, st<cured by such water plants or systems, 
for the payment thereof; and to provide a sinking fund 
therefor out of 1he revenues of said plants," approved 
the thirty-first d iy of l\:Iay, one thousand nine hundred 
seven (P. L., 35.i). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend section one of 
an act, entitled 'An act authorizing and empowering 
boroughs and incorporated towns to take, use, and 
appropriate private property for necessa,ry public build­
ings and works within the corporate limits of such 
municipality; aT cl providing for the manner of ascer­
taining, determining, awarding and paying compensa­
tion and damagfs therefor,' approved June tenth, one 
thousand nine h' mdred and one; extending the provi­
sions of the act to the taking, use and appropriation 
of private property for a filter plant," approved the 
first day of Jur: e, one thousand nine hundred seven 
(P. L., 365). - . 

An act, entitle<! "An act providing a method to secure 
possession of la: ids. buildings or other property ac­
quired under the power of eminent domain," approved 
the seventh day of June, one thousand nine hundred 
seven (P. L., 461). 

An a.ct, entitlei "An act to provide for the vacation 
and closing of a leys; lanes, or passageways that are 
or may hereafter become public nuisances, and to com­
pensate abutting property owners or others who mav 
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be damaged thereby, and assess benefits if any there 
be," approved the eighth day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred seven (P. L., 50;3). 

An act, entitled "An act relating to armories for the 
National Guard of Pennsylvania; authprizing counties, 
cities, towns, boroughs, and other municipal divisions 
of the Commonwealth to provide and appropriate 
moneys, or purchase and convey land, or convey land 
owned by any county, city, town, borough or other 
municipal division of .the Commonwealth, to assist the 
Armory Board in the erection of armories, and to fur­
nish, free of cost to the Commonwealth, water, light, 
fuel, either or all, for use in any armory," approved 
the fifteenth day of March, one thousand nine hundred 
nine (P. L., 33). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing municipalities 
to purchase or condemn public toll-bridges crossing 
rivers or streams within the limits thereof; and giving 
power to municipalities to charge and collect tolls 
or rentals, for the use of any such bridge, from rail­
way, telephone and telegraph companies, and other 
persons making a use thereof for other than ordinary 
public foot and vehicle travel; and providing for the 
preservation of existing contracts with such persons, 
nnd their assignment to such municipality," approved 
the twenty-fourth day of March, one thousand nine hun­
dred nine (P. L., 67). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend an act approved 
the fourth day of April, Anno' Domini one thousand 
nine hundred and-seven, entitled 'An act providing for 
the recovery and collection of municipal claims by lien 
or by action of assumpsit,' by conferring jurisdiction 
upon justices of the peace in such cases," approved the 
twenty-fifth day ·of March, one thousand nine hundred 
nine (P. L., 78). · 

An act, entitled "An act to permit the acquisition 
of forest or other suitable lands by municipalities, for 
the purpose of establishing municipal forests; and pro­
viding for the administration, maintenance, protection, 
and development of such forests," approved the twenty­
second day of April, one thousand nine hundred nine 
(P. J,., 124). . . 

An act, entitled "An act to amend sections five and 
s~x of an act, entitled 'An act providing for the ac­
quiring of water plants or systems by municipalities, 
from corporations, firms, or individuals, and the man­
ner of ascertaining and arriving at the value of the 
same; and to authorize rpunicipalities of this Com­
monwealth to issue bonds, secnred by such water plants 
or Rysterns for the payment thereof, and to provide a 
Rinking·-fnnd therefor, out of the revenues of said 
plants,' approved May thirty-first, one thommnd nine 
hundred and seven; limiting the liability of mnnici­
palities on the bonds issued for such water plants or 
systems, and providing that the bonds mentioned in 
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said act shall be payable in thirty years from date of 
their issue," approved the twenty-second day of April, 
one thousand nine hund1ed nine (P. L., 135). 

An act, entitled ".hn act to empower township and 
borough auditor:s to rn1ploy an attorney, and providing 
for their compensation," approved the twenty-seventh 
day of April, one thcmsand nine hundred nine (P. L., 
261). 

An act, entitled "J,n act to amend sections one and 
two of an act, entit.ed 'A supplement to an act, en­
titled "An act supplementary to an act relative to 
burial-grounds and cemeteries situated in incorpo­
rated boroughs, app1 oved the nineteenth day of May, 
one thousand eight hnndred and seventy-four, changing 
the title of said act, and authorizing the court to make 
orders and decrees rnquired by the act, and to enforce 
the same by process," approved the thirteenth day of 
May, eighteen hundr,:d and seventy-six, further empow­
ering courts to direc·: removal of remains in boroughs, 
cities and towns from burial grounds where interments 
have ceased or have become so neglected as to become 
a public nuisance, 01· such remains interfere with the 
improvements, exten:;ions, and interests of such cities, 
boroughs, or towns,' by further providing that such 
removal may be autiorized when said lands shall be 
desired by said municipalities, or the school districts 
thereof, for the erection of municipal, school or public 
library buildings th€ reon, or for any other public pur­
pose," approved the twenty-ninth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred nine (P. L., 291). 

An act, entitled "An act relating to the settlements 
and audits of the accounts of all officers of boroughs, 
townships, poor di~tricts, and school districts, and 
appeals therefrom io the common pleas and thence 
to the Supreme and Superior Courts, and providing a 
penalty for violations thereof," approved the third day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred nine (P. L., 392). 

An act, entitled 'An act authorizing townships of 
the first class and b)roughs of this Commonwealth to 
acquire, by taking and appropriating under right of 
eminent domain, and by gift, devise, purchase, lease 
and otherwise, priv l te property, for the ·purpose of 
making, enlarging, ( xteuding, and maintaining public 
parks, parkways, anj playgrounds; requiring the cop.­
sent of the qualified electors to such acquiring in cer­
tain cases, and pro\ iding the procedure for obtaining 
such consent; authorizing the said townships and bor­
oughs to improve, maintain, and rPgulate such parks, 
parkways, and playgrounds; and providing for the man­
ner of securing, ascertaining, determining, awarding, 
and paying compernntion and damages where property 
is taken, used and appropriated for the said purposes," 
approved the third day of May, one thousand nine hun­
dred nine (P. L., 4Cl). 
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An act, entitled ".(\.. supplement to an act, entitled 
'An act relating to roads, highways and bridges,' ap­
proved the thirteenth day of June, Anno Domini 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six," approved the fifth 
day of May, one thousand nine hundred eleven (P. L., 
123). ' 

An act, entitled "An act to amend section one of 
'An act authorizing and empowering boroughs and 
incorporated towns to take, use, and appropriate pri­
vate property for necessary public buildings and works 
within the corporate limits of such municipality; and 
providing for the manner of ascertaining, determining, 
awarding, and paying compens'ation and damages there­
for,' approved the tenth day of June, one thousand nine 
hundred and one, so as to extend the same to town­
ships of the first class," approved fifth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred eleven (P. L., 168). 

An act, entitled "An act to empower any taxpayer 
of any township, borough, poor district, or school dis­
trict, upon providing for costs, to appeal in behalf of 
such municipality to the court of common pleas of the 
proper coun't:y, from the judgment of any justice of the 
peace or alderman against such municipality, and to 
become a party to such suit," approved the eleventh 
day of May, one thousand .nine hundred eleven (P. L., 
208). 

An act, entitled "An act providing for the payment 
of the costs of proceedings and the expenses of main­
taining prisoners committed to county prisons, either 
for non-payment of fines or penalties imposed for, 
or while awaiting a hearing upon, any charge for the 
violation of any city or borough ordinance, or any 
ordinance of township of the first class whose ordi­
nances a.re alleged to have been violated, or to which 
any such fines qr penalties are payable," approved the 
seventh day of June, one thousand nine hundred eleven 
(P. L., 677). 

An act, entitled "An act fixing the time for organiza­
tion of the legislative departments of municipal govern­
ments, and for the inauguration of mayors 'of cities,'' 
approved the ninth day of June, one thousand nine 
hundred eleven (P. L., 857). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend the first section of 
an act, approved the twenty-first day of March, Anno 
Domini one thousand nine hundred and seven, entitled 
'An act authorizing the c.ounty commissioners of the 
several counties, or the town councils of the several 
boroughs, of this Commonwealth, or both, to appro-. 
priate annually a sufficient sum of money to each Poi;;t · 
of the Grand Army of the Republic in their respective 
counties or boroughs, to aid in defraying the expenses 
of Memorial Day,' by requiring the commissioners to 
make the payments specified, and fixing the maximum 
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amount thereof," [ pproved the ni.nth day of June, one 
thousaud nine hun< Ired eleven (P. L., 863). 

An act, entitled "An act relating to the settleinent 
and audit of the accounts of all officers, elected or 
appointed, of boro 1gbs, townships, poor districts, and 
school districts; pt'escribing the time for such settle­
ment and audits, for the matters to be contained in 
the report of sett ement .and audit, for the filing of 
said report in the ( ffice of the clerk of quarter sessions, 
and for appeals to the court of common pleas and 
Superior and Supreme Courts," approved the ninth 
day of June, one thousand nine hundred eleven (P. L., 
865). 

An act, entitled ''An act providing a system whereby 
boroughs may build sewers; grade, sub-grade, and pave 
streets and alleys; pay the costs thereof by the issue 
of bonds, and colle~t the same from the property bene­
fited, in instalments," approved the fifteenth day of 
June, one thousand nine hundred eleven (P. L., 971). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend the second section 
of an act, approved the twenty-fifth day of May, Anno 
Domini one thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven, 
entitled 'An act to authorize cities and boroughs to 
condemn property and rights, inside and outside of 
their limits for th1! purpose of obtaining and supply­
ing water,' by fixing the number of the viewers at 
three," approved the nineteenth day of June, one thou­
sand nine hundred deven (P. L., 1033). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend the first section 
of an act approved the eighth day of June, Anno 
Domini one tbousaJtd nine hundred and seven, entitlP-d 
'An act to providP for the vacation and closing of 
alleys, lanes, or p~ ssageways that are, or may here­
after become, pub: ic nuisances, and to compensate 
abutting property owners or others who may be dam­
aged thereby, and 1ssess benefits if any there be,' by 
fixing the number of the jury at three," approved the 
nineteenth day of June, one thousand nine hundred 
eleven (P. L., 1036 I. 

An act, entitled ''An act to amend the first section 
of an act, approved the seventeenth day of April, Anno 
Domini one thousa:1d nine hundred and five, entitled 
'An act to providE for the vacation and closing of 
alleys, lanes, or p:i ssageways that are, or may here­
after become, publ: c nuis~nces, and to compensate 
abutting property cwners or others who may be dam· 
aged thereby, and assess benefits if any there be,' by 
fixing the number cf the jury at three," approved the 
twentieth day of -~·une, one thousand nine hundred 
eleven (P. L., 1087:. 

An act, entitled "An act to amend the first section 
of an act, approved 1 be tenth day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred one, entitled 'An act authorizing and 
empowering boroughs and incorporated towns to take, 
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use, and appropriate private property for necessary 
public buildings and work within the corporate limits 
of such municipality; and providing for the manner of 
ascertaining, determining, awarding, and paying com­
pensation and damages therefor,' as amended by the 
first section of an act, approved the fifth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred eleven, entitled 'An act to 
amend section one of "An act authorizing and· .em­
powering boroughs and incorporated towns to take, use, 
and appropriate private property for necessary public 
buildings and works within the corporate limits of 
such municipality; and providing for the manner of 
ascertaining, determining, awarding, and payl.ng com-

. pen'sation and damages therefor," approved the tenth 
day of June, one thousand nine hundred and one, so 
as to extend the same to townships of the first class,' 
by extending the act to include townships of the second 
class,'' approved the fifteenth day of April, one thou­
sand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 66). 

An act, entitled "An act regulating the letting of 
certain contracts for· the erection, construction, and 
alteration of public buildings,'' .approved the first day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 
155). . . 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act, entitled 
'An act in relation to the laying out, opening, widening, 
straightening, extending1or vacating streets and alleys, 
and the construction of bridges in the several munici­
palities of this Commonwealth; the grading, paving, 
macadamizing, or otherwise improving, streets and 
alleys; providing for ascertaining the damages to 
private property resulting therefrom, the assessment 
of the damages, costs, and expenses thereof upon the 
property benefited, and the construction of sewers and 
payment of the damages, costs, and expenses thereof, 
including damages to private property resulting there­
from,' approved the sixteenth day of May, Ann'o Domini 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-one, empower­
ing municipalities to locate streets and alleys, and to 
include therein streets and alleys, or parts thereof, 
theretofore opened or used for highway purposes,'' 
approved the fifteenth day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred thirteen (P. L., 212). 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act, entitled 
'An act in relation to the laying out, opening, widening, 
straightening, extending, or vacating streets and alleys, 
and the construction of bridges in the several munici­
palities of this Commonwealth; the grading, paving, 
macadamizing, or otperwise improving, streets and 
alleys, providing for ascertaining damages to private 
property resulting therefrom; the assessment of the 
damages, costs, and expenses thereof upon the property 
benefited; and the construction of sewers, and payment 
of the damages, costs, and expenses thereof, including 
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damages to privatil property resulting therefrom,' ap­
proved the sixteen th day of May, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-five (Pamphlet 
Laws, seventy-five); by providing that in proceedings 
to assess damages and benefits arising from improve­
ments under the act to which this is a supplement, 
if property is bo1 h benefited and damaged by such 
improvements, the excess of damages over benefits, 
or the excess of bimefits over damages, or nothing in 
case the benefits and damages are eqµal, shall be 
awarded to or asnessed against the owners of prop­
erty, and providing that the report thereof made by 
the board of view«~rs shall show the net result only," 
approved the fifte€ nth day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred thirteen (P. L., 215). 

An act, entitled "An act requiring a license for con­
ducting any business the whole or greater part of which 
shall consist of the sale of goods which shall be held 
forth, represented or advertised to be goods of, or 
obtained from, th«~ estate of any bankrupt; or goods 
of, or obtained from, an assignee or a person, firm, or 
corporation about to go out of business; or goods to 
have been damaged in any way, and regulating such 
licensing, and fix: ng a penalty for violation of this 
act," approved th~ twentieth day of May, one thou· 
sand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 227). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend the title, the 
first section, the second section, and the third section 
of an act of Ass1nnbly, entitled 'An act relating to 
the settlement and audit of the accounts of all officers, 
elected or appointed of boroughs, townships, poor 
districts, and scho)l districts; prescribing the time for 
such settlement ar d audit, for the filing of said report 
in the office of th 3 clerk of quarter sessions, and for 
appeals to the court of common pleas and Superior 
and Supreme Coul'ts,' approved the ninth day of June, 
Anno Domini one thousand nine hundred and eleven; 
by repealing so nuch thereof as applies to school 
districts,'' apprond the twentieth day of May, one 
thousand nine hm.dred thirteen (P. L., 254). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend section one of an 
act, approved the third day of May, Anno Domini one 
thommnd nine hundred and nine, entitled 'An act 
authorizing towmhips of the first class and boroughs 
of this Commonwealth to acquire, by taking and appro­
priating under right of eminent domain, and by gift, 
devh~e, purchase, 1 )ase, and otherwise, private property, 
for the purpose of making, enlarging, extending, and 
maintaining publi ~ parks, parkways, and playgrounds; 
requiring consent of the qualified electors to such ac­
quiring in certain cases, and providing the procedure 
for obtaining suclJ consent; authorizing the said town­
ships and boroughs to il!lprove, maintain, and regulate 
such parks, parkways, and playgrounds; and providing 
for the manner of. securing, ascertaining, determining, 
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awarding, a·nd paying compensation and .damages 
where property is taken, used and appropriated for the 
said purposes,' by changing the limitations of the 
amount of money which such township or borough, in 

· the exercise of the authority granted by said act, shall, 
within any period of three years, obligate itself to pay, 
without the consent of a majority of the qualified elect­
ors," approved the twentieth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred thirtee·n (P. L., 257). 

An act, entitled "An act amending an act, entitled 
'An act providing a system whereby boroughs may 
build sewers; grade, sub-grade, and pave streets and 
alleys; pay the costs thereof by the issue of bonds, and 
collect the same from the property benefited, in instal­
ments,' approved June fifteen, Anno Domini one thou­
sand nine hundred and eleven, by extending the provi­
sions thereof so as to include the acquisition by bor­
oughs and incorporated towns of existing sewers and 
sewer systems," approved the twenty-first day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 277). 

An act, entitled "An act permitting counties, cities, 
and boroughs, singly or jointly, of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, to appropriate and expend moneys 
for the improvement of highways outside the limits of 
such cities or boroughs, for the purpose of connecting 
improved streets of such cities or boroughs with a 
State highway or State-aid highway, when the highway 
outside of the limits ()f such cities or boroughs is less 
than one mile in length, and will connect such cities or 
boroughs with the State highway or State-aid high­
way," approved the twenty-third day of May, one thou­
sand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 336). 

An act, entitled "An act giving to all owners or ten­
ants of lands .• property, or material, abutting on, or 
through which pass, roads, streets, lanes, or alleys 
injured by the laying out, opening, widening, vacating, 
extending, or grading of . said roads, streets, lanes, or 
alleys, or tpe changing of grades and lines. thereof, by 
cities, counties, boroughs, or townships, within .this 
Commonwealth; the construction and the vacating by 
sa~d cities, counties, boroughs or townships of bridges, 
and the piers, abutments, approaches, embankments, 
slopes or causeways, therefor, or leading thereto, which 
abut on or pass through or along said lands, property, 
or material, and the construction by said cities, coun­
ties, boroughs, or townships of sewers in, over, upon, 
along, or thro,ugh said lands, property, or material, 
the right to damages for said injuries; directing all 
juries of vjew appointed or that shall hereafter be ap­
pointed, under existing laws for assessing damages or 
benefits for taking, using, occupying, or injuring lands, 
property or material, to assess said damages, if any, 
against said cities, counties, boroughs, or townships, 
as the case may be, and the benefits, if any, in con-

30 Laws. 
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nection therewith; granting the right of appeal to the 
pro1Jer court of common· pleas from the report of said 
ju1·ies, and the trial br jury in said court of common 
plt·a~, and the right t•> file exceptions to said report; 
1rntf tht• right of app~al to the Superior Com't or 
Supreme Court, after disposal of exceptions, or verdict 
and final judgment; and providing that this act shall 
apply to all existing and future proceedings," ap­
proved the twenty-eighth day of M:ay, one thousand 
nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 368).. 

An act, entitled "An act relating to the reports of 
auditors of borough:-11 townships, and poor districts, 
and appeals therefrom; giving certain powers to tax­
payers in connection therewith : and prescribing the 
practice to be pursued in au appeals from such audi­
tors' reportR," approved the thirty-firRt day of M:ay, one 
thousand nine hundre•l thirteen (P. L., 394). 

An act, entitled "J,n act to autho1·ize the display 
of the State, cou u ty, < ity, borough, or other municipal 
flags on public buildings in the Commonwealth," ap­
proved the fifth day of June, one thousand nine hundred 
thirteen (P. L., 4Hl). . 

An act, entitled "A :i act establishing a Commission 
of 'Yater-works, in bo1oughs and incorporated towns of 

. this Commonwealth; providing for the appointment 
of commissioners of "ater-works and prescribing their 
powers and duties," .1pproved the fifth day of June, 
one thousand nine hu:idred thirteen (P. L., 445). 

An act, en titled "An act amending the first section 
of an act, entitled 'An act to further define the police 
power of cities of the! third class and boroughs, with 
reference to electric 1: ght wires,' approved the twenty­
eighth day of April, one thousand nine hundred and 
three, so as to include telegraph and telephone wires, 
and reducing the m.mber of jurors," approved the 
twelfth day of June, one thousand nine hundred thir­
teen (P. L., 488). 

An act, entitled "A1 act relating to damages in case 
of taking of property for use as a public wharf, pier, 
or bulkhead," apprwed the twentieth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 543). 

An act, entitled "Jrn act authorizing the several 
counties, incorporate1l towns, and boroughs to appro­
priate ann11ally ~mm~ of money tO each camp of the 
United Spanish War Veterans, and of the Army of the 
Philippines, and to each post of the American Veterans 
of Foreign Service, in the respective counties, bor­
oughs, and towns, to aid in defraying the expenses of 
Memorial Day," appr,wed the twenty-fifth day of June, 
one thousand nine hi.: ndred thirteen (P. L., 550). 

An act, entitled "Ln act to authorize all cities and 
boroughs in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to 
construct and maintiin comfort- and waiting-stations 
and drinking fountai is fo the public highways of su~h 
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municipalities, and providing the manner of ascertain­
ing and collecting the damages caused by the construc­
tion of such improvements," approved the twenty­
seventh day of June, one thousand nine hundred thir­
teen (P. L., 632) . 

. An act, en titled "An act to permit viewers to a ward 
• damages, for the vacation of streets, roads, or high­

ways, to abutting owners, where no land is actually 
taken," approved the twenty~seventh day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 633). 

An act, entitled "An act amending and supplement­
ing an act, entitled 'An act making it lawful for any 
municipality in which a corporation 1created and exist­
ing under, and by virtue of the la,vs of this ,Common­
wealth, have constructed and are maintaining, or may 
hereafter construct and maintain, sewers, culverts, 
conduits, and pipes, with the necessary inlets and ap­
pliances for surface, u.p.der surface and sewage drain­
age, to become the owner of such sewers, culverts, con­
duits, and pipes, with the necessary inlets and appli­
ances aforesaid; providing the amount to be paid for 
the same, and the manner of ascertaining such amount 
in case of disagreement between the municipality and 
the corporation owning the same,' approved April nine­
teenth, one thousand nine hundred and one, by extend­
ing the provisions thereof to sewers, culverts, conduits 
and pipes, with the necessary inlets and appliances, 
owned by indh'iduals and unincorporated associations; 
and providing for the assessment of the costs and ex­
penses of the property, so acquired, upon the properties 
benefited thereby or upon the proper municipality," 
approved the twenty-first day of .July, one thousand 
nine hundred thirteen (P; L., 865). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend an act, entitled 
'An act in relation to the laying out, opening, widening, 
straightening, extending, or vacating streets and alleys, 
and the construction of bridges, in the several munici­
palities of this Commonwealth; the grading, paving, 
macadamizing, or otherwise improving streets and 
alleys; providing for ascertaining the damages to pri­
vate property resulting therefrom, the assessment of 
the damages, costs and expell$es thereof upon the prop: 
erty benefited; and the construction of sewers, and pay­
ment of the damages, costs, and expenses thereof, in­
cluding damages to private property resulting there­
from,' approved the sixteenth day of May, Anno Domini 
one thousand eight hundred and. ninety-one," approved 
the twenty-second day of July, one thousand nine hun­
dred thirteen (P. L., 902). 

An act, entitled "An act conferring certain powers 
upon municipalities of this Commonwealth in and on 
the public wharves within .the limits of such munici­
palities," approved the twenty-fourth day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 1017). 
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An act, entitled "An act regulating the mining out 
and removing of the coal and other minerals and sup­
port underlying and beneath the surface of the several 
~treets, avenues, 1 horoughfares, courts, alleys, places, 
and public highw:iys within the limits of the several 
municipal corpor:itions, and authorizing the creation 
of a Bureau of M ne Inspection and Surface Support 
by any municipal corpor!ltion, within the anthracite 
coal fields of this Commonwealth, and giving such 
bureau jurisdiction, and providing for the filing of 
certain maps and plans, and providing a penalty for 
violation thereof/ approved the twenty-sixth day of 
,July, one thousanc pine hundred thirteen (P. L., 1439). 

(d) THE FOLLOWWG ACTS AND PARTS OF ACTS ARE 
HEPEALED IN :;o FAR AS THEY CONFER ANY 
PUWEHS OR E\Il'O:::>E ANY DUTIES ON BOROUGHS, 
VIZ:- . 
An act, entitled "An act to provide for the erection 

and maintaining of watering troughs for the use of 
horses and cattle <in the public roads of this Common­
wealth, and provi<.J ing penalties for the injury and de­
struction of the i,;a: ne," approved the twenty-eighth day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred seventy-six (P. 
L., 51). 

An act, entitled "A supplement to an act to provide 
for the erection aul maintaining of watering troughs 
for the use of horS1$ and cattle, on the public roads of 
this Commonwealth, and providing penalties for the 
injury and destru~tion of the same, approved the 
twenty-eighth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-six," approved the twenty­
fifth clay of June, ::>ile thousand eight hundred eighty­
five (P. L., 168). 

An· act, entitled "An act authorizing the grading, 
paving and curbing or macadamizing of streets and 
alleys, which may le in whole or in part the boundaries 
of boroughs and first class townships, by joint con­
tract, and providin ~ for the payment of costs, damages 
and expenses therer>f," approved the tenth day of July, 
one thousand nine J.undred one (P. L., 637). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing any munici­
pality to connect '\'"ith the sewer of any other munici­
pality and townshi::> of the first class, for sewage pur­
poses, and providing a method for ascertaining the 
damages caused thereby, and for the assessment and 
payment of the same,'" approved the seventeenth day of 
July, one thousand nine hundred one (P. L., 668). 

An act, entitled "An act au.thorizing contracts be­
tween cities, boroughs, and townships of the one part 
and street passenrer railway companies and moto~ 
power companies, cf the other part; providing for the 
keeping of certain streets free from street rail way 
tracks, by permitting the temporary relocation or 
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abandonment of tracks already laid, or the postpone-
ment of the laying of tracks duly authorized, while 
preserving the rights of such company to resume the 
exercise of its said franchises upon the termination 
or breach of such contract," approved the third day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred five (P. L~, 379). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing contracts be­
tween cities, boroughs or townships, of the one part, 
and street passenger railway companies, surface, ele­
vated or underground, or motor power companies leas­
ing and operating the franchises and property of such 
companies, of the other part, affecting, fixing and reg­
ulating the franchises, powers, duties, and liabiliti~s of 
such companies, the management of the same, the rela­
tions and respective rights of the contracting parties, 
and the ultimate acquisition by such cities, boroughs 

·and to~m;hips of the property, leaseholds and fran­
chises of said contracting companies," approved the 
fifteenth day of April, one thousand nine hundred seven 
(P. L., 80). 

An act, entitled "An act relating to the location, con­
struction, and maintenance of viaducts and bridges in 
boroughs and ·adjacent territory; empowering the sev­
·eral boroughs of this Commonwealth to construct or 
have constructed bridges or viaducts over rivers, creeks, 
streams, railroads, and private land, or over and across 
railroads, and any of them or over and across railroads, 
for public highways and to procure locations therefor 
by purchase or condemnation proceedings, whether the 
same be wholly within, or partly williin and partly 
without, the borough limits; authorizing said boroughs 
to unite and enter into a contract or contracts with the 
county commissioners of the proper county, and with 
railroad, street railway and other companies and 
parties interested, or with any of them, for the erection, 
construction, and maintenance of said viaducts and 
bridges, and for the payment of the damage caused by 
their location and erection; and forbidding any rail­
road company to pass under or upon any such viaduct 
or bridge without contributing the cost of maintenance 
thereof," approved the twenty-fi.fth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred seven (P. L., 240). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing municipalities 
to purchase; condemn, maintain, and use public toll-

. bridges crossing rivers or streams within the limits 
thereof, and to enter into a contract with the county 
commissioners of the proper connty,-when said com­
missioners are duly authorized thereto by the court of 
quarter sessions, on petition of twenty or more tax­
payers of such county-whereby the said county shall 
pay a portion ~f the cost thereof; and giving power 
to the municipalities to charge and collect tolls or 
rentals, for the use of any such bridge, from railway, 
telep~one, and telegraph companies and other persons 
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making a use faereof for other than ordinary public 
foot and vehicle travel; and providing for the preserva­
tion of existing ~ontracts with such persons, and their 
assignment to such municipality," approved the twenty­
fourth day of March, one thousand nine hundred nine 
(P. L., 6!)). 

An act, entitlc!d "An act to authorize municipalities 
to unite in the C•mstruction of a sewage system, and to 
permit municip.tlities to form corporations for the 
purpose of construrting a sewage system," approved 
the first day of May, one thousand nine hundred nine 
(P. L., 306). 

An act, entitfod "An act amending an act approved 
the twenty-secoul day of April, Anno Domini nine­
teen hundred ar d five, entitled 'An act to amend an 
act, entitled "Ar~ act providing for the permanent im­
provement of cei·tain public roads or highways in the 
several counties of this Commonwealth, making such 
improveq roads and highways, county roads; author­
izing the relocation, opening, straightening, widening, 
extension, and alteration of the same, and the vacation 
of so much of any such road as may thereby become 
necessary; authorizing the taking of property for such 
improvement, and providing for the compensation . 
therefor and the damage resulting from such taking; 
providing for th~ payment of the costs and expenses 
incurred in making such improvements, and in there­
after repairing a 1d maintaining said road, and author­
izing the levy of a tax to provide a fund for such 
purposes," apprcved June twenty-sixth, one thousand 
eight hundred a 1d ninety-five; providing that public 
roads and highwEys may be constructed, improved, and 
rn_aintained by the several counties of the Common­
wealth as couniy roads, whether existing by other 
authority or laid out in whole or in part by virtue of 
this act; and p1 oYiding that public roads and high­
ways may he or ginally located, laid out, and estab­
lished for the pl rpose of such construction, improve­
ment and maintenance by the several counties, in the 
manner and by ihe procedure set out in the amended 
act, and subject · o other provisions thereof; providing 
for the laying out of a 'system of main thoroughfares, 
to which the est:lblishing, construction, improvement 
and maintenance of public roads by the counties shall 
be restricted after January ·one, one thousand nine 
hundred and sev1m; but providing for such establish­
ing, construction, improvement and maintenance of 
roads not part of said system, upon parties interested 
paying not less than one-fotuth of the original cost 
of construction; 2nd providing that the county commis­
sioners of any coenty may provide rules regulating the 
nse of roads comtructed and maintained by the coun­
ties; and prescribing the penalties for the violation 
thereof', and prcviding that public roads and high-
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ways located, established, constructed and improved 
liy die several counties, in the manner and by the pro­
cedure. set out in the said acts, shall thereafter be 
township or borough roads, and be maintained. and 
improved by the proper township or borough," ap- . 
proved the thirteenth day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred nine (P. L., 527). 

Section eighteen of an act, entitlcll "An act pro­
viding for the original location, layii:J.g out and con­
struction of public roads or highways in the several 
counties of this Commonwealth, and for the permanent 
improvement of certain public roads or highways there­
in; making such originally constructed or improved 
roads and high ways county roads; authorizing the re­
location, opening, straightening, widening, extension 
and alteration of the same, and the vaeation of so 
much of any road as may thereby become unnecessary; 
providing that the county commissioners of any county 
may prescribe rules regulating the use of roads con­
structed or maintained by the various counties and 
prescribing penalties for the violation thereof; provi­
ding for the taking of property for such improvement, 
the compensation to be paid therefor, and the payment 
of damages resulting from such taking, and the man­
ner in which such damages may be determined; pro­
viding for the payment of the costs and expenses of 
such construction or improvement and in thereafter 
repairing and· maintaining said roads; authorizing 
the levy of a tax or the issuing of bonds to provide a 
fund for the expense thereof; prescribing a method for 
improving a county road lying within or traversing 
a borough, and apportioning the cost of such improve­
ment; and authorizing the vacation of any county 
road," approved the eleventh day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred eleven (P. L., 244). 

An act, entitled "An act authorizing boroughs to 
unite with boroughs or townships in constructing or 
acquiring and maintaining works for supplying water 
to such boroughs or townships," approved the first day 
of June, one thousand nine hundred eleven (P. L., 541). 

An act, entitled "An act to amend the first and 
second sections of an act, approved the first day of 
May, Anno Domini one thousand nine hundred and 
nine, entitled 'An act to authorize municipalities to. 
unite in the construction of a sewage system, and to 
permit municipalities to fonn corporatinns for the 
purpose of constructing a s~wage system,' by including 
townships," approved the tifteenth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred eleven (P. L., 966). 

An ·act, entitled "An act pro\'itting a method whereby 
higlnvays, the center li11c of. which constitutes a divi­
<ling line between a city or borough and a town>;hip in 
the same county, may be altered or improved and the 

471 
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cost thereof apporti•)i:J.ed," approved the twentieth day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred thirteen (P. L., 
267). 

First four paragraphs of section on~ of an act, 
entitled "An act to amend section eighteen of an act, 
entitled 'An act prwiding for the original location, 
laying out, and con 'truction of public roads or high­
ways in the several C)unties of this Commonwealth, and 
for the permanent inprovement of certain public roads 
or highways therein; making such originally con­
structed or improved roads and highways county roads; 
authorizing the relocation, opening, straightening, 
widening, extension .md alteration of the same, and the 
vacation of so much )f any road as may thereby become 
unnecessary; provid: ng that the county commissioners 
of any county may prescribe rules regulating the use 
of roads constructed or maintained by the various 
counties, and presc:·ibing penalties for the violation 
thereof; providing for the taking of property for such 
improvement, the C<lmpensation to be paid tlierefor, 
and the payment of damages resulting from such ta­
king. and the mamrnr in which such damages may be 
determined; providi1g for the payment of the costs 
and expenses of sucb construction or improvement and 
in thereafter repairing and maintaining said roads, 
authorizing the levy of a tax or the issuing of bonds 
to provide a fund for the expense thereof; prescribing 
a method for improving a county road lying within or 
traversing a borough and apportioning the cost of 
such improvement; and authorizing the vacation of any 
county road,' approved the eleventh day of May, Anno 
Domini one thousan•l nine hundred and eleven by au­
thorizing counties tJ contract with boroughs in the 
improvement of a borough .street connecting with 
a ·county road; pro riding for the cost thereof; pre­
scribing the method by which the contract for such 
improvement shall b·~ made; and imposing the cost of 
maintenance of such street on the borough," approved 
the twentieth day of May, one thousand nine hundred 
thirteen (P. L., 273). 

(e) THFJ FOLLOWING ACT OF ASSEMBLY IS RE­
PEALED IN SO FAH AS IT RELATES TO HIGH CON­
STABLE:-

The act of Asserrbly, entitled "An act· to amend 
an act, entitled, 'An act to authorize the election of 
constables for three years', approved the fourteenth 
day of February, Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred eighty-nine, by providing for the election of 
a high constable in rnch. of the boroughs of this Com­
monwealth for three years, and by correcting the· am-
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biguity as to the beginnj.ng of the terms of office unqer 
said act," approved the twenty-sixth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred ninety-five (P. L., 375). 

(f) All acts or parts of acts of Assembly supplied 
by, inconsistent with, or appertaining to the subject 
matter covered by this act, are repealed. It is the 
intention that this act shall furnish a complete and 
exclusive system for the government and regulation of 
boroughs, except as to the several matters enumerated 
in section two, article one, chapter one, of this act.· 
Nothing in this act shall be construed to repeal any 
of the provisions of the public service company law. 

At>rnovEn-The 14th day of May, A. D. 1915. 

MARTIN, G. BRUMBAUGH. 

No. 193. 

AN ACT 

Validating certain elections of counties, cities, boroughs, town­
ships, school districts, and other incorporated districts, . held 
pursuant to the provisions of an act, approved the twentieth 
day of April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-four, entitled "An act to regulate the ·manner of in­
creasing the indebtedness of municipalities, to prnvide for the 
redemption of the sa'me, and to impose penalties fur the illegal 
increase thereof," and the amendments thereto, and valitlating 
.bonds issued, or authorized to be issued, in pursuance of such 
elections. 

Section l. Re it enacted, &c., That all elections 
heretofore held by any county, city, borough, township, 
school district, or other municipality or incorporated 
district withl.n this Commonwealth, to increase its in­
debtedness under the provisions of an act, entitled "An 
act to regulate the manner of increasing the indebted­
ness of municipalities, to provide for the redemption 
of th~ same, and to impose penalties for the illegal in­
crea,se thereof," approved the twentieth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four, and un­
der the acts amendatory thereof, where the majority 
of votes cast at such election was in favor of the in­
crea1se of indebtedness, be and the same are hereby 
ratified, confirmed, and made valid, notwithstanding 
the. authorities of such county, cify, borough, town­
~hip, school district. or incorporated district did not, 

·by separate and independent action, prior to the ordi­
nance or vote in pursuance of which notice of the elec­
tion was given -to the electors, signify their desire for' 
such increase of indebtednesR, or did not, in the wordR 
of the act and supplements aforesaid authorizing such 
increase, signify their desire for such increase of in­
debteilness; or where the ballots were not certified or 
signed by the connty commissioners, or were not 
prin_ted on the official ballot after the list 6f candi-

MuniC'ipalitfP~ 
and incorporatM 
iliRtrict. 

1874. P. L .• 60. 

Vnlirlation of 
f'lertions favoring 
increase of in­
clebtedness. 
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