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No. 146.
AN ACT

1o amend part of section thirteen of an act, approved the tenth
day of July, opne thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pam-
phlet Laws, eight hundred and fifty-seven), entitled “An aect
to provide for -he personal registration of electors as a con-
dition of their right to vote at elections, and their enrollment
as members of political parties as a further condition of their
right to vote at primaries, in cities of the first class of this
Commcnwealtly, by removing from oflice all existing registra-
tion eommissionirs and their appointees in said cities, and au-
thorizing the Governor to appeint registration commissions
therein ; defining the jurisdicticn of said commissions, and the
powers and duties of the commissioners constituting same, and
of -their appointees, including registrars, inspectors of regis-
tration, clerks, and counsel; fixing their qualifications, terms
of office, and compensation; granting them certain immunity
from arrest on registration days; and empowering such in-
spectors to arrest without warrant certain persons committing
certain offenses in violation of this aet in their presence, as
well as to enter and inspect buildings given as residences of
electors to interrogate the inmates thereof, to ccpy or demand
a _list of the lodgers therein, and to supervise the conduct of
registrars; regulating the registration of electors at polling
places by registrars, and at the offices of commissicns by com-
missioners, and the right of parties or bodies of electors ,to
have watchers thereat, and the preparation and use of street
lists and other records of those registered; allewing the names
of persons not entitled to vote to be struck from the registers
in certain ecases; permitting all records regarding registration
to be inspected and copied by any elector under certam ccn-
ditions; directing how the registers shall be used at elections
and primaries; compelling the attendance of witnesses and
payment of wiiness fees; and providing penaltics for refusal
to obey subpoenas; directing receivers of taxes to appcint chief
clerks of commissions as deputies to collect poll taxes and
to give receipts therefor; authorizing such clerks to administer
oaths, sign subpoenas and vouchers, and to collect and disburse
witness fees: prescribing a method for challenging persons ap-
plying for regmtmtlon, and the procedure for the correction
of registers, ard for appealing from actions of registrars to
said ecmmissior.s; and allowing for appeals from the decisions
of the commissions in_certain cases to courts of common pleas;
imposing certain duties upon election officers and upon the
councils, treasurers, controllers, receivers cf taxes, police officers,
and other officials of said ecities and upon the courts, judges,
prothonotaries, sheriffs, commissioners, peace officers, and other
officials cf the JUdlCla] districts and counties in which said
cities are situa:ed or with which they are coextensive: legaliz-
ing certain acts required hereby if done on any Sundav or
legal hollday, requiring said cities to provide for the main-
tenance of said commissions, and the compensation cf their
appointees, and the payment of all expenses necessary to carry
out the provisions of this act, and to transfer the unexpended
balances of all appropriations heretofore made for the personal
registration of electors of said cities during the year one
thousand nine hundred and nineteen to and for the use of the
said commissions: punishing and fixing penalties for vielations
hereof; and repealing all legislation inconsistent herewith.”

Gitles of the first Section 1. 3e it enacted, &c., That such part of sec-
) tion thirteen of an act, approved the tenth day of July,
one thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet

- Laws, eight hundred fifty-seven), entitled “An act to

Registration of provide for the personal registration of electors as a
clectors. condition of their right to vote at elections, and their
enrollment as members of political parties as a fur-



SESSION OF 1921.

ther condition of their right to vote at primaries, in
cities of the first class of this Commonwealth, by remov-
ing from office all existing registration gcommissioners
and their appointees in said cities, and authorizing
the Governor to appoint registration commissions
thierein ; defining the jurisdiction of said commissions,
and the powers and duties of the commissioners con-
stituting same, and of their appointees, including reg-
istrars, inspectors of registration, clerks, and counsel;
fixing their qualifications, terms of office, and com-
pensation; granting them certain immunity from arrest
on registration days, and empowering such inspectors
te arrest without warrant certain persons committing
certain offenses in violation of this act in their pres-
ence, as well as to enter and inspect buildings given as
residences of electors to interrogate the inmates there-
of, to copy or demand a list of the lodgers therein, and
to supervise the conduct of registrars; regulating the
registration of electors at polling places by registrars,
and at the cffices of commissions by commissioners, and
the right of parties or bodies of electors to have
watchers thereat, and the preparation and use of
street lists and other records of those registered; al-
lowing the names of persons not entitled to vote to
be struck from the registers in certain cases; permitting
all. records regarding registration to be inspected and
copied by any elector under certain conditions; direct-
ing bow the registers shall be used at elections and
primaries; compelling the attendance of witnesses and
payment of witness fees; and providing penalties for
refusal to obey subpoenas; directing receivers of taxes
to appoint chief clerks of commissions as deputies to
collect poll taxes and to give receipts therefor; author-
izing such clerks to administer oaths, sign subpoenas
and vouchers, and to collect and disburse witness fees;
preseribing a method for challenging persons applying
for registration, and the procedure for the correction
of registers, and for appealing from actions of regis-
trars to said commissions; and allowing for appeals
from the decisions of the commissions in certain cases
to courts of common pleas; imposing certain duties
upon election officers, and upon the councils, treasurers,
controllers, receivers of taxes, police officers, and other
officials of said cities and upon the courts, judges,
prothonotaries, sheriffs, commissioners, peace officers,
and- other officials of the judicial districts and coun-
ties in which said cities are situated or with which
they are coextensive; legalizing certain acts required
hereby if done on any Sunday or legal holiday ; requir-
ing said cities to provide for the maintenance of said
commissions, and the compensation of their appointees,
and the payment of all expenses necessary to carry
ount the provisions of this act, and to transfer the un-
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expended balances of all appropriations heretofore
made for the personal registration of electors of said
cities during the year one thousand nine hundred and
uineteen to and for the use of the said commissions;
punishing and fixing penalties for violations hereof;
and repealing all legislation inconsistent herewith,”
which reads as follows:—

*Section 13. Every person claiming the right to
vote must appear in person before the registrars in the
distriet in which he lives or Lefore the commissioners,
on one of the days prescribed by law, and answer the
guestions put him by them.

“The answers must be recorded on a single line in
two registers, which shall have the following form,”
iy hereby anmenled to read as follows:—

Section 13. Iivery person claiming the right to vote
must appear ‘1 person before the registrars in the
district in which he lives or before the commissioners,
on one of the lays prescribed by law, and answer the
questions put to him by them:

Provided, howcever, That the registration commis-
sioners shall, ¢t cach fall reyistration preceding the
November clection, furnish, to the registrars of the
scverel wards and precincts, the registers of the proper
ward or preciact for the previous year. Fvery person
appearing before the iegistrars, who was registered in
said district jor the precvious year, and who still re-
sides at the sume residence within said district as in
the previous wyear, shall, after being sworn, upon the
production of a piropers taxr rcceipt and the making of
o statement that he was reyistered in said election
district the year imancdiately preceding, that he re-
sides in the sinie vesidence as during the year imme-
diately preceding, and naeming the political party, if
any, to whicl he belongs, be again registered by the
registrars, without answering the additional ques-
tions. In all such cases the registrars shall, at any
time during the day, coinplete the registration of such
person from e registers of the preceding year, mak-
ing due allowance for the clapsing of one year. The
answers must be recorded on a single line in two regis-
ters, which shall have the following form:

ArrroviEDn--The 26th day of April, A. D. 1921.
WM. C. SPROUL.
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