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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

Section 301. In all school districts of the first class 
the school year shall begin on the first day of January 
e.ach year; and in a~l other school districts in this Com­
mon wealth, the school year shall begin on the first Mon­
day of July each year. In school districts of the first 
class, the school directors appointed as herein provided 
shall meet and organize annually on the second Monday 
of November; and in school districts of the second, 
third, and fourth class, the school directors regularly 
elected or appointed shall meet and organize annually 
on the first Monday of December each year. "\i\<·hen l 

ne.w school district is created, or when the offices of all 
the school directors of a district become vacant, the 
school directors appointed by the court in any such 
case shall meet and organize within ten days after 
their appointment 

When two <>r more school districts are consolidated, 
the school directors of such consolidated districts shall 
organize., on the first ::uonday of July following such 
consolidation, by electing a president and vice­
president, who shall hold their respective offices until 
the first :Monday of December following their election . 

.APPROVED-The 20th day of May, A. D. 1921. 

WM. C. SPROUL. 

No. 370. 

AN ACT 

To provide for the care, training, anrl imaintcnnnce of certain 
children by the several counties; authorizing ~he county com­
missioners to establish and maintain separate 'or joint conn ty 
imlustrial homrs for such purposes; requiring poor authcrities 
to place children of certain agrs with families or in institu· 
tions; providing for the care and maintenance of certain childrP11 
in such homes at the expense of the parents; and prohibiting 
the receiving and dPtaining of children in almshouses and poor­
houses; and rnlioating similar acts heretofore performed by 
the commissicners of the several counties. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That it shall be law­
ful for the county commissioners orf any county, or fo1• 
the county oommissioners of two or more counties 
acting together, to establish and main1ain an in­
dustrial home for the care and training of children. 
Such institution or home shall be remote from any 
almshouse or poorhouse land entirely '.disconnected 
from the same, ar.d shall be under the management 
of the county commissioners. 

Section 2. It shall be unlawful for the overseers 
or guardians or directors of the poor, in the several 
counties, cities, boroughs, and townships of this 
Commonwealth, to receive into, or retain in, any alms­
house or poorhouse, an;v child between two and six­
teen years of age, for a longer period than sixty days, 
unless such child shall be an unteachable idiot, an 
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epileptic, or a paralytic, or otherwise so dis11Jbled or 
deformed as to render it incarpable of labor or service. 

Section 3. It shall be the duty of said overseers, 
guardians, directoI'.S of the poor, or other persons ha.v­
ing charge of the poor,, to ;place all dependent children 
who are in or committed to their charge, and who are 
over two years of age (with the exceptions named in 
the second section of this act), in some respectable 
family in this State or in some educational institution 
or home for children; and one of said officers shall 
visit such children, in pers:on or by agent, not less 
than once eveery six months, and make all needful 
inquiries a.s to their treatment and welfare, and shall 
report thereon to the board of overseers or other officers 
charged with the care of such children. 

Whenever the parents of any children between the 
ages of two and sixteen years are unable to give 
them proper personal care and attention, but are will­
ing and able to pay for such care,s, attention, and main­
Ll'uance, 1Jhe county commissioners of the respective 
couuties may enter into an agreement with the parent 
or pa:·~nts of such child or children for their care and 
maintenance in such county industrial home at the 
expense of suoh parent or parents. 

Section 4. All acts and contracts heretofore per­
formed and executed, by or on behalf of any county 
by its ,county 'Commissioners, by virtue or authorit~r 
of the act, entitled "An act to prohibit the receiving 
and detaining of children in almshouses and poor­
houses, and to provide for the care and educaition of 
such children," approved the thirteenth day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three (Pam­
phlet Laws, one hundred and eleven), are hereby de­
clared to be as valid and effectual in law as if perform­
ed and executed under and 'by virtue of this act after 
the date of its passage. 

Slection 5. 'Dhe act, entitled "An act to prohibit 
the receiving and detaining of children in almshouses 
and poorhouses, and to provide for the care and 
education of such children," approved the thirteenth 
dr..1 uf June, one tl1ousand eight hundred and eighty­
three (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred and eleven), is 
her -by repealed. 

All other acts and parts of act13 inconsistent with 
this act are hereby repealed. 

APPROVEn-Tl1e 20th <lay of May, A. D. 1921. 

WM. C. SPROUL. 
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