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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

be and hereby are validated and confirmed, so that 
said charters shall have the same force and legal effect 
as if the applicants for incorporation had complied 
with all the requirements of law relative to the regis­
tration of their proposed names and addresses: ·Pro­
vided, however, that any corporation, before deriving 
the benefits of this section, shall file in the office of the 
Secretary of tl'e Commonwealth within one year after 
the approval of this act an application for registra­
tion of the name and address of such corporation, set­
ting forth the date of its incorporation; and, if the 
name of such corporation does not conflict with any 
other name, title, or designation duly registered ac­
cording to law, it shall be registered, and a certificate 
of such registration shall be filed with the records of 
the court which granted the charter; and such regis­
tration shall have the same force and effect as though 
made at the time, or times, required by law: Pro­
vided, also, That, in the event the name of such cor­
poration is similar to, or so nearly resembling the 
name, title, or designation of any association, society, 
ord<'r, foundation, federation, organization, _or corpo­
ration duly registered according to law that it cannot 
be properly registered or used by the corporation,--and 
such i'L'ior registration is not withdrawn by such other 
association, society, order, foundation, federation, or­
ganization, or corporation,-such corporation shall be 
entitled ~o have its name or title amended by applica­
tion to the court of common pleas which granted the 
charter, in the manner now provided by law for the 
amendmeut of a charkr; and a decree granting a 
change of name of such corporation, where the new 
name or titll' has been duly registered as required by 
law, shall have tlw effect to validate, confirm, and 
create such as~ml'iation as a corporation in deed and in 
law with full fon·e and effect, as ii said association had 
originally (·t.mplied with all the requireme1. t'l of law 
as to registration of its proposed name and til '.:'. 

APPROVED-The 5th day of March, A. D 1 !)~5. 

GIFFORD PL!\(' .. O'l'. 

~o. 11 

AN ACT 

Rntifring ancl confirming the action of the Department of ·welfar.~ 
in ch1~'ifving the Wernersville State Hospital as a hospital fc r 
the care and treatment of the indigent insane. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the action of the 
Department of Welfare, in constituting the Wernpr;.;­
ville State Hospital an institution for the care and 
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treatment of all types of mental diseases, instead of 
an asylum for the chronic insane, be, and the same is 
hereby, ratified, and confirmed; and said Wernersville 
State Hospital is hereby declared ta have become, and 
to be, an institution for the care and treatment of the 
indigent insane. 

APPROVED-The 5th day of March, A. D. 1925. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 15. 

AN ACT 

In relation to the procedure in certain clagses of cases in which 
there is raised a oucstion as to the juri$diction of a court of 
first instanee over the defendant or the cause of action for 
whkh suit is brought; and authorizing appeals from the pre­
liminary decision of such questions. 

Re<"tion 1. Be it enacted, &c., That wherever in any 
proceetling at law or in equity the question of jurisdic­
tion on·r the defendant or of the cause of action for 
which suit is brought is raised in the court of first 
instan<'e, it shall be preliminarily d<>termined by the 
court upon the pleadings or with depositions, as the 
case may require; and the decision may be appealed 
to the 8npreme Conrt or the Supel.'ior Court, as in 
cases of final judgments. 

Section 2. All such preliminary c:inestions shall be 
raised by petition setting forth the facts relied upon, 
whereupon a rule to show canse shall be granted, and 
s11<'h pI·c>liminar:v q11estion disposed of by the court. 
Such procedure shall be deemed de bene esse only and 
shall not operate as a general appeai:-ance. · 

Section 3. The appeal here prov[ded for must be 
taken and perfected within fifteen days from the date 
when the decision is rendered; shall be made return­
able on the third Monday after it is taken; and shall 
be placed by the appellate court at the head of its 
argument list for civil cases to be heard at the earliest 
date consistent with its rules governing the presenta­
tion of appPals: ProvidPd, That as to decision 
made prior to the approval of this act, the fifteen days 
limitation shall not begin to run until after the date 
of its approval. A failure to appeal within the time 
specified will be deemed a waiver of all objections to 
jurisdiction over the defendant personally. 

Section 4. The right of appeal here conferred is 
not intPnded to cover questions of lttrisdiction which 
go to the form of the action alone as between law 
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