SESSION OF 1923,

No. 371,
AN ACT

To amend section two, clause (¢) of an act; approved the seventh
day of June, one thousand nine hundredf and seventeen (Pam-
phlet Laws, four hundred and forty-seven), entitled “An act
relating to the administration and distrjbution of the estates
of decedents and of minors, and of trust estates; including the
appointment, bonds, rights, powers, duties, liabilities, accounts,
discharge and removal of executors, administrators, goardians,
and trustees, herein designated as fiduciaries; the administra-
tion and distribution of the estates of presumed decedents;
widow’s and children’s exemptions; debts of decedents, rents of
real estate as assets for payment thercof, the lien thereof, sales
and mortgages of real estate for the payment thereof, judgments
and executions therefor, and the discharge of real estate from
the lien thereof; contracts of decedents for the sale or pur-
chage of real estate; legacies, including legacies charged on
land ; the discharge of residuary estates and of real estate from
the lien of legacies and other charges; thp appraisement of real
estate devised at a valuation; the ascertaipment of the curtilage
of dwelling houses or other buildings devised; the abatement
and survival of actions, and the substitution of executors and
administrators therein, and suits against fiduciaries; invest-
ments by fidueiaries; the organization of corporations to carry
on the business of decedents; the audit and review of accounts
of fiduciaries; refunding bonds; transeripts to the court of
common pleas of balances due by fiduciari¢s; the rights, powers,
and liabilities of non-resident and foreignh fiduciaries; the ap-
pointment, bonds, rights, powers, duties, and liabilities of
trustees durante absentia; the recording and registration of
decrees, reports and other proccedings, and the fees therefor;
appeals in certain cases; and, also, geneially dealing with the
jurisdiction, powers, and procedure of the orphans’ court in
all matters relating to fidueciaries concerned with the estates of
decedents”; equalizing the rights of males and females to let-
ters of administration.

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section two,
clause (¢) of an act, approved the seventh day of June,
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet
Laws, four hundred forty-seven), entitled “An act re-
lating to the administration and distribution of the es-
tates of decedents and of minors, and of trust estates;
including the appointment, bonds, rights, powers,
duties, liabilities, accounts, discharge and removal of
executors, administrators, guardians, and trustees,
herein designated as fiduciaries; the administration
and distribution of the estates of presumed decedents;
widow’s and children’s exemptions; debts of decedents,
rents of real estate as assets for payment thereof, the
lien thereof, sales and mortgages ¢f real estate for
the payment thereof, judgments and executions there-
for, and the discharge of real estate from the lien
thereof; contracts of decedents for the sale or pur-
chase of real estate; legacies, including legacies
charged on land; the discharge of residuary estates
and of real estate from the lien of legacies and other
charges; the appraisement of real estate devised at a
_valuation; the ascertainment of the ¢curtilage of dwell-
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ing houses or other buildings devised; the abatement
and survival of actions, and the substitution of ex-
ecutors and administrators therein, and suits against
fiduciaries; investments by fiduciaries; the organiza-
tion of corporations to carry on the business of dece-

. dents; the audit and review of accounts of fiduciaries;
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Proviso.

Surviving spouse
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refunding bonds; transcripts to the court of common
pleas of balance due by fiduciaries; the rights, powers,
and liabilities of non-resident and foreign fiduciaries;
the appointment, bonds, rights, powers, duties, and
liabilities of trustees d wrante absentia; the record-
ing and registration of decrees, reports and other pro-
ceedings, and tthe fees therefor; appeals iu cerwain
cases; and also generally dealing with the jurisdic-
tion, powers, and procedure of the orphans’ court in
all matters relating to fiduciaries concerned with the
estates of decedents,” is hereby amended to read as
follows:

(¢c) ‘Whenever letters of administration are by law
necessary, the register having jurisdiction shall grant
them, in such form as the case shall require, to the
[widow] surviving spouse, if any, of the decedent, or
to such of his or her relations or kindred as by law
may be entitled to the residue of his or her personal
estate, or to a share or shares therein, after payment
of his or her debts; .r he may join with the [widow]
surviving spouse in the administration such relations
or kindred, or such one or i1iore of them as he shall
judge will best administer the estate, preferring al-
ways, of those so entitled, such as are in the nearest
degree of consanguinity with the decedent [and also
preferring males to females]; and, in case of the re-
fusal or incompetency of every such person, to one
or more of the principal creditors of the decedent ap-
plying therefor; or to any fit person, at his discretion:
Provided, That if such decedent was a married [wo-
man, her husband] person, the surviving spouse shall
be entitled to the administration, in preference to all
other persons: And provided further, That in all
cases of an administration with a will annexed, where
there is a general residue of the estate bequeathed,
the right to administer shall belong to those having
the right to such residue, and the administration in
such case shall be granted by the register to such
one or more of them as he shall judge will best ad-
minister the estate.

ApprovEp—The 13th day of May, A. D. 1925.
GIFFORD PINCHOT.
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