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as having been inspected and passed or otherwise ap~ 
proved as being wholesome and fit for food. 

(b) To affix or attach any stamp, brand, emblem, 
tag, or other marking to any meat or meat-food product, 
or to any container or wrapping or covering of any 
meat or meat-food product, indicating or snggesting 
that the meat or meat-food prod1tct was slanghtered, 
manufactured, or prepared under inspection, unless the. 
stamp, brand, emblem, tag, or other marking shall have 
been previously approved and the nse thereof author~ 
ized by the United States Department of Agriculture 
or the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture or an 
incorporated or chartered or established municipality 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

APPROVED-The 10th day of June, A. D. 1931. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 

No. 158 

AN ACT 
Regulating and licensing the sale, transfer, and possession of 

certain firearms; prescribing penalties, procedure, and rules 
of evidence ; conferring powers and imposing duties on 
courts of quarter sessions, sheriffs, and heads of police de­
partments; and to make uniform the law with reference 
thereto. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That "firearm," as 
used in this act, means any pistol or revolver with a 
barrel less than twelve inches, any shotgun with a 
barrel less than twenty-four inches, or any rifle with a 
barrel less than fifteen inches. 

'' Crime of violence,'' as used in this act, means any 
of the following crimes, or an attempt to commit any 
of the same, namely: murder, rape, mayhem, aggravated 
assault and battery, assault with intent to kill, robbery, 
burglary, breaking and entering with intent to commit 
a felony, and kidnapping. 

"Person," as used in this act, includes firm, partner­
ship, association, or corporation ; and the masculine 
shall include the feminine and neuter. 

497 

Affixing or att<1<h· 
ing stamp which 
has not been 
officially approved. 

The Uniform Fire­
arms Act. 

"Firearm, 0 

deJlned. 

11Crfme of 
violence," defined. 

'•person,'' defined. 

Section 2. If any person shall commit or attempt to 
commit a crime of violence when armed with a firearm 
contrary to the provisions of this act; he may, in addi­
tion to the punishment ·provided for the· crime, be pun­
·ished also as provided by this act. · 

Crimes committed 
with Jlrearms. 

Section 3. In the trial, of a person for committing 
or attempting to commit a crime of violence, the fact 
that he was armed with a firearm used or attempted 
.to .be used, and had no license. ~o carry the sa:rµe, shall 

Additional pnnlsb· 
ment. 

Evidence of 
Intent. 



498 

Former convict 
not to own a 
firearm, etc. 

Firearms not to 
be carried with· 
out a llcense. 

Exceptions. 

Police head• In 
cltles and sherlf!s 
In counties ma;y 
issue licenses. 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

be E~vidence of his interition to eommit said crinie of 
violence. 

Section 4. No person who has been convicted in this 
Commonwealth or elsewhere -0f a crime of violence 
shall own a firearm, or have one in his possession or 
under his control. 

Section 5. No person shall carry a firearm in any 
vehicle or concealed on or about his person, except in 
his place of abode or fixed place of business, without a 
license therefor as hereinafter provided. 

Section 6. The provisions of the preceding section 
shall not apply to constables, sheriffs, prison or j~il 
wardens, or their deputies, policemen of the Common­
wealth or its political subdivisions, or other law-enforce­
ment officers; or to members of the army, navy or 
marine corps of the United States or of the national 
guard or organized reserves when on duty; or to the 
regularly enrolled members of any organization duly 
authorized to purchase or receive such weapons from 
the United States or from this Commonwealth; or any 
01·ganization incorporated under the laws of this Com­
monwealth engaged in target shooting with rifle, pistol 
or revolver, provided such members are at or are 1roing 
to or- from their places of assembly or target practice, 
o:r to officers or employes of the United States duly au­
thorized to carry a concealed firearm, or to agents, 
messengers and · other employes of common carriers, 
banks, or business firms, whose duties require them to 
protect moneys, valuables and other property in the 
discharge of such duties, from carrying any such fire­
arm while actually engaged in such duties; or to any 
person enga~ed in the bnsiness of manufacturing. re­
pairing, or dealing in firearms, or the agent or repre­
i;entative of any such person, having in his possef\sion, 
using or carrying a firearm in the usual or ordinary 
course of such business ; or to any person while carry­
ing a firearm unloaded and in a secure wrapper from 
the place of purchase to his home or place of business 
or to a place of repair or back to his home or place of 
business or in moving from one place of abode or busi­
ness to. another. 

Section 7. The chief or head of any police force ol' 
police department of a city, and, elsewhere in this Com­
monwealth, the sheriff of a county, may, upon the ap­
plication of any person, issue a license to such person 
to carry a firearm in a vehicle or concealed on or about 
bis person within this Commonwealth for not more than 
one year from date of issue, if it appears that the ap­
plicant has good reason to fear an injury to his person 
or property, or has any other proper reason for carry­
ing a firearm, and that he is a suitable person to be so 
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licensed. The license shall be in triplicate, in form to 
be prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
and shall bear the name, address, description, and signa­
ture of the licensee, and the reason given for desiring 
a license. The original thereof shall be delivered to 
the licensee, the duplicate shall, within seven days, be 
sent by registered mail to the Secretary of the Com­
monwealth, and the triplicate shall be preserved for six 
years by the authority issuing said license. The fee 
for issuing such license shall be fifty cents ($0.50), 
which fee shall be paid into the county treasury, except 
that if the applicant exhibits a resident hunter's li­
cense issued to him for the current license year, the 
fee shall not be charged. 

Any such license to carry firearms may be revoked 
by the person issuing the same, at any time, upon 
written notice to the holder thereof. 

Section 8. No person shall deliver a firearm to any 
person under the age of eighteen, or to one who he 
has reasonable cause to believe has been convicted of a 
crime of violence, or is a drug addict, an habitual 
drunkard, or of unsound mind. 

Section 9. No seller shall deliver a firearm to the 
purchaser thereof until forty-eight hours shall have 
elapsed from the time of the application for the pur­
chase thereof, and, when delivered, said firearm shall 
be securely wrapped and shall be unloaded. At the 
time of applying for the purchase of a firearm, the 
purchaser shall sign in triplicate and deliver to the 
seller a statement containing his full name, address, 
occupation, color, place of birth, the date and· hour of 
application, the caliber, length of barrel, make, model, 
and manufacturer's number of the firearm to be pur­
chased, and a statement that he has never been convicted 
in this Commonwealth, or elsewhere, of a crime of 
violence. The seller shall, within six hours after such 
application, sign and attach his address and forward 
by registered mail one copy of such statement to the 
chief or head of the police force or police department 
of the city or the sheriff of the county of which the 
seller is a resident; the duplicate, duly signed by the 
seller, shall, within seven days, be sent by him, with his 
address, to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, the 
triplicate he shall retain for six years. This section 
shall not apply to sales at wholesale. 

Section 10. No retail dealer shall sell, or otherwise 
transfer or expose for sale or transfer, or have in his 
possession with intent to sell or transfer, any firearm 
without being licensed as hereinafter provided. 

Section 11. The chief or head of any police force 
or police department of a city, and, elsewhere in this 
Commonwealth, the sheriff of the county, shall grant to 

- .. ··- ----..._ 
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reputable applicants licenses, in form prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, effective for not more 
than one year from date of issue, permitting the licensee 
to sell firearms direct to the consumer within this Com­
monwealth, subject to the following conditions in 
addition to those specified in section nine hereof, for 
breach of any of which the license shall be forfeited and 
the licensee subject to punishment as provided in this 
act: 

1. The business shall be carried on only in the 
building designated in the license; 

2. The license, or a copy thereof, certified by the is­
Eming authority, shall be displayed on the premises 
where it can easily be read; 

3. No firearm shall be sold (a) in violation of any 
provision of this act, nor (b) shall a firearm be sold, 
under any circumstances, unless the purchaser is per­
E;onally known to the seller or shall present clear evi­
dence of his identity; 

4. A true record in triplicate shall be made of every 
firearm sold in a book kept for the purpose, the form of 
which may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Com­
monwealth, and shall be personally signed by the pur­
ehaser and by the person effecting the sale, each in the 
presence of the other, and shall contain the date of sale, 
the caliber, make, model, and manufacturer's number 
of the firearm, the name, address, occupation, color, and 
place of birth of the purchaser, and a statement signed 
by the purchaser that he has never been convicted in 
this Commonwealth, or elsewhere, of a crime of violence. 
One copy shall, within six hours, be sent by registered 
mail to the chief or head of the police force or police 
department of the city or the sheriff of the county of 
which the dealer is a resident; the duplicate, the dealer 
nhall, within seven days, send to the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth; the triplicate, the dealer shall retain 
:for six years. 

5. No firearm or imitation thereof, or placard ad­
vertising the sale thereof, shall be displayed in any part 
of any premises where it can readily be seen from the 
outside. 

The fee for issuing said license shall be ten dollars 
($10.00), which fee shall be paid into the county treas­
ury. 

6. Any license granted under this section may be 
revoked by the person issuing the same, upon written 
notice to the holder thereof. 

Section 12. Any applicant aggrieved by the refusal 
of his application for a license to carry a firearm or for 
a. dealers license, or any person or retail dealer whose 
license has been revoked, may file, within thirty days 
thereafter, in the court of quarter sessions of his county, 
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a petition against the official who refused his _applica­
tion, as defendant, alleging therein, in brief detail, the 
refusal complained of and praying for a reversal there­
of. Upon service of a copy of the petition upon the 
defendant, returnable within ten days from its date, 
the defendant shall, on or before the return day, file an 
answer in which he may allege by way of defense the 
reason for his refusal, and such other reasons as may 
in the meantime have been discovered. Thereupon, 
upon application of either party, the cause shall be 
heard without delay. The court may either sustain or 
reverse the action of the defendant. If the defendant's 
action is reversed, he shall forthwith issue the license 
upon payment of the fee. A judgment sustaining a 
refusal to grant a license shall not bar, after one year, 
a new application; nor shall a judgment in favor of the 
petitioner prevent the defendant from thereafter re­
voking or refusing to renew such license for any proper 
cause which may thereafter occur. The court shall 
have full power to dispose of all costs. 

Section 13. No person shall make any loan secured 
by mortgage, deposit, or pledge of a firearm; nor shall 
any person lend or give a firearm to another or other­
wisc;i deliver a firearm contrary to the provisions of 
this act. 

Section 14. No person shall, in purchasing or other­
wise securing delivery of a firearm or in applying for 
a license to carry the same, give false information or 
offer false evidence of his identity. 

Section 15. No person shall change, alter, remove, or 
obliterate the name of the maker, model, manufacturer's 
number, or other mark of identification on any fire­
arm. Possession of any firearm, upon which any such 
mark shall have been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated, shall be prima facie evidence that the pos­
sessor has changed, altered, removed, or obliterated 
the same. 

Section 16. All licenses heretofore issued within 
this Commonwealth permitting the carrying of firearms 
concealed upon the person shall expire at midnight of 
the thirty-first day of August, one thousand nine hun­
dred and thirty-one. 

Section 17. This act shall not apply to antique fire­
arms unsuitable for use and possessed as curiosities or 
ornaments. 

Section 18. Any person violating any of the provi­
sions of this act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, 
upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine 
of not more than three thousand dollars ( $3,000.00), 
or imprisonment for not more than three years, or both. 

Section 19. If any part of this act is for any reason 
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declared void, such invalidity shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this act. 

Section 20. This act may be cited as the "Uniform 
Firearms Act.'' 

Section 21. This act shall be so interpreted. and con­
strued as to effectuate its general purpose to make uni­
form the law of those states which enact it. 
. Section 22. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent here­
with are hereby repealed: Provided, however, That this 
act shall not repeal or in any manner affect any provi­
sions of an act, approved the twenty-fifth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws, seven hundred seventy-seven), entitled "An act 
prohibiting the sale, giving away, transfer, purchasing, 
owning, possession and use of machine guns; providing 
penalties; and providing for certain exemptions, and · 
the granting of permits by sheriffs to own and possess 
machine guns as relics.'' 

APPROVED-The 11th day of June, A. D. 1931. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 

No. 159 

AN ACT 

To amend sec~ion three of the act, approv~d the ninth day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine. (Pam­
phlet· Laws, one thousand seven hundred and two), entitled 
"An act regulating the closing of public highways and pro­
viding for the locating, marking, and n111intenance of de­
tours necessitated by such closing; requiring boroughs, cities, 
and towns to notify the Department of Highways of the 
creation and discontinuance of certain detours; providing 
penalties for removing, destroying, defacing signs erected 
for warning or detour purposes, and for driving on, over 
or across highways whkh are closed by the proper persons 
or authorities, except in certain cases; further providing 
that the authorities responsible for the maintenance of 
highways which have been damaged, or their agents or 
contractors, shall have the right to recover the amount of 
such damages from the person or persons responsible, in 
addition to the penalties herein provided ; and repealing 
certain acts." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section three of 
the act, approved the ninth day of l\1ay, one thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-nine (Pamphlet Laws, one 
thousand seven hundred two), entitled ''An act regu­
lating the closing of public highways and providing for 
the locating, marking, and maintenance of detours ne­
cessitated by such closing; requiring boroughs, cities 
and towns to notify the Department of Highways of 

, the cre~tion and discontinuance of certain detours; pro-
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