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had been received or collected at the time such previous 
billing was rendered.] one-half of such amount subse­
quently collected. Such county or poor district shall not 
in any case receive credits aggregating more, nor be liable 
for more, than three dollars per week per patient. 

Section 2. This act shall become effective on the :first 
day of June, one thou::;and nine hundred and thirty­
three. 

APPROVED-The 23d day of May, A. D. 1933. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 

No. 206 

AN ACT 
To amend section seven of the act, approved the lleventh day of 

June, one thousand nine hundred fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, nine 
hundred), entitled "An act to provide for the immediate regie­
tration of all births and deaths throughout the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, by means of certificates of births and deaths, 
and burial or removal permits; requiring prompt returns to 
the Central Bureau of Vital Statistics, as required to be estab­
lished by the State Department of Health; and, in order to 
secure prompt and faithful registration of births, marriages, 
deaths, and diseases, of practitioners of medicine and surgery, 
of midwives, nurses, and undertakers, and of all persons whose 
occupation is deemed to be of importance in obtaining complete 
regilltration of births, deaths, marriages, and diseases through­
out the State, as provided in section ten of an act, entitled 'An 
act creating the Department of Health and defining its powers 
and duties,' approved the twenty-seventh day of April, nineteen 
hundred and five, and providing penalties for violations of this 
act,'' by requiring certificates of death to show certain infor­
mation pertaining to military service, if any, of decedent. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section seven of 
the act, approved the seventh day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, nine hundred), 
entitled "An act to provide for the immediate registra­
tion of all births and deaths throughout the Common­
wealth of Pennsylvania, by means of certificates of births 
and deaths, and burial or removal permits; requiring 
prompt returns to the Central Bureau of Vital Statistics, 
as required to be established by the State Department of 
Health ; and, in order to secure prompt and faithful reg­
istration of births, marriages, deaths, and diseases, of 
practitioners of medicine and surgery, of midwives, 
nurses, and undertakers, and of all persons whose occu­
pation is deemed to be of importance in obtaining com­
plete registration of births, deaths, marriages, and dis­
eases throughout the State, as provided in section ten 
of an act, entitled 'An act creating the Department of 
Health and defining its powers and duties,' approved 
the twenty-seventh day of April, nineteen hundred and 
five, and providing penalties for violations of this act," 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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Section 7. That the certificate of death shall contain 
the following items: 

(1) Place of death; including State, county, town­
ship, borough, or city. If in a borough or city, the ward, 
street and house number. If in a hospital or other in­
stitution, the name of the same to be given instead of 
the street and the house number. If in an industrial 
camp, the name to be given. 

(2) Full name of decedent. If an unnamed child, 
the surname preceded by "unnamed." 

(3) Sex. 
( 4) Color or race; as, white, black (negro or negro 

descent), Indian, Chinese, Japanese, or other. 
( 5) Conjugal condition; as, single, married; wid-

owed, or divorced. 
(6) Date of birth, including the year, month and day. 
(7) Age in years, months, and days. 
(8) Place of birth, State or foreign country. 
(9) Name of father. 
(10) Birthplace of father, State or foreign country. 
(11) Maiden name of mother. 
(12) Birthplace of mother, State or foreign country. 
(13) Occupation. The occupation to be reported of 

any person who had any remunerative employment, 
women as well as men. 

(14) Signature and address of informant. 
(15) Date of death, including the year, month, and 

aay. 
(16) Statement of medical attendance on decedent, 

fact and time of death, including the time last seen alive. 
(17) Cause of death, including the primary and im­

mediate causes, and contributory causes or complications, 
if any, and duration of each. 

(18) Signature and address of physician or official 
making the medical certificate. 

(19) Special information concerning deaths in hos­
pitals and institutions, and of persons dying away from 
home, including the former or usual residence, length of 
time [and] at the place of death, and place where the 
disease was contracted. 

(20) Place of burial or removal. 
(21) Date of burial or removal. 
(22) Signature and address of undertaker. 
(23) Official signature of registrar, with date when 

certificate was :filed, and registered number. 
(JU) Service in the United States military or naval 

forces, if any, including date of entry, of discharge, or­
ganization or organizations served in, serial number on 
discharge, and serial number on adjusted compensation 
certificate. 

The Bureau of Vital Statistics is hereby directed to 
prepare and mail monthly a list containing the abo-ve 
information to the county commissioners of the county 
in which the soldier i1 buried. 

Certlllcate 
ot death, 

977 

Military service 
ot decedent. 

Bureau ot Vital 
Stat11tlcs to 
prepare and m11<1l 
ll&t to commt1-
1lonera. 



978 

f\tatlst!cal 
particular~. 

Stat<.:11wut 
or fnctR. 

Met!lcnl 
certllicate. 

l'lrth rertillcates 
of children ot 
citizens born 
beyond limits or 
l'n!ted States. 

Sprc1al 
r •rtlficates of 
udopted chllt!rcn. 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

Tl!e personal and statistical particulars (items one to 
thirteen, and item twenty-four) shall be authenticated 
by the signature of the informant, who may be any com­
petent person act1uainted with the facts. 

The statement of facts relating to the diflposition of 
the body shall be signed by the undertaker, or person 
acting as such. 

The medical certificate shall be made and s\gned by 
the physician, if any, last in attendance on the deceased; 
who shall specify the . time in attendance, the time he 
last i;aw the decea:-;ed alive, and the hour of the day at 
which death occurred. And he i;hall further i;tatc the 
cause of death so ail to Mhow ·the course of diseaae, or 
sequence of causes resulting in death, giving the primary 
and immediate causes, and ah;o the contributorx causes, 
if any, and the duration of each Indefinite and unsat­
isfactory terms, indicating only symptoms of di~rase or 
conditions resulting from dii;ease, will not be held suf­
ficient for issuing a burial or removal permit; and any 
certificate containing only such terms. a~ defined by the 
State Registrar shall be returned to the physiciap for 
correction and definition. Causes of death which may be 
the result of either disc1:1se or violence shall be carefully 
defined; and, if from violence, its nature shaU be stated, 
and whether (probably) accidental, xuiciclal, or homi­
cidaL And in Ca.')e of deaths in hospitals, institntioDR. or 
away from home, the physician shall furnish the infor­
mation required under this head (item ninetern), and 
shall state where, iu his opinion, the diseai;e was con­
tracted. 

'l.'hat it s1iall be the. duty of the State Registrar of 
Vital Statistics to maintafo an additional file for receiv­
fog and rcgistei·ing properly completed bfrth certificates 
for .children of citiE:et1s of Pewn.~ylvania hereafter born 
beyond the limits and }116.qdiction of the United States 
of America, whose fatlier.s were or nuiy be at the time of 
their birth citizens of the lhtited States of America, and 
which, said children are declared to be citizens of the 
United States of America by act of Congress. Said birth 
certificate to be completed in the regular manner and 
certified to by the American Consul nearest said place of 
birth. Certified covies of sue.Ji certificates to be issued 
upon receipt of the regular fee. 

l'hat it shall be the duty of the State Registrar of 
rital Statistics upon rtceipt of a properly certified copy 
of an adoption decree to attach sanie to the original birth 
1·ertificafe filed for said a.doptcd child, and ~d thereto 
the new name of the child as contained in the decree of 
adoption, together with the names of the adopting par­
ents. their color, ages, and orc1tpations. The issu.ance of 
an11 certified copy shall, in addition to the place and date 
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of birth, contain only the new data as added, from the 
adoption decree, and the oriigi.nal date Qf filing1 name of 
physician or midwife, and local registrar's name. 

APPROVED-'l'he 24th day of l\fay, A. D. 1933. 

This bill as originally drafted was designed to require dell.th 
certificates to 11how the military re.cord, if any, of the decedent. 
However, on its passage through the Legislature two additional 
provisions were added to the bill relating to the issuance of birth 
certift~ates of children of citizens of Pennsylvania born beyond 
the limits of tlie United State!, and also to provide for special 
birth rertifi<':ttes for adopted ehildrcn. 

Neither of the two additional items relating to birth certificates 
is mentioned in tl10 title of the bill, nor are they germane to the 
se~tion relating to death certificates in which they are included. 
However, the provisions of the bill relating to the 11ervice record 
of decPdents on death eertifi<'ates can be sustained. Therefore, I 
am approving the bill to carry out this original purpose, although 
I am fully aware that the additional provisionB relating to birth 
certificates cannot possibly be sustained because of the defect in 
the title of the bill. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 

No. 207 

AN ACT 
'l'o amenu section twenty-one of the act, approved the seventh day 

of June, one thousand nine> hundred and fifteen (Pamphlet 
Laws, nine hundred), entitled "An act to provide for the im­
mediate registration of all births and deaths throughout the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by means of certificates o:f 
birthR am1 di:nths, and lmrial or removal permits; requiring 
prompt rctums tn tlw C'cntral Bureau of Vital Statiati<'s, as 
rt~uired to he cstahli~hcd h)· thr Rtate Department of Health; 
and, in order to 8Ct•ure 11rompt and faithful registration o:f 
births, marriages, deatlis, aud diHL'ascs, of practitioners of medi­
dnc and Hllrgery, of miuwives, nurses, and undertakers, and of 
all persons whose o~cupation is dccmeLl to be of importance in 
obtaining romplet.e registration o:f births, deaths, marriages, 
and diseases throughout the State, as provided in section ien 
of au art, entitku 'An net creating the Department of Health 
and definiJ1g its powers and duties,' approved the twenty-seventh 
day of April, ninetel'n hundred :mu five, and providing penal­
ti<'s for violations of this net,'' as amended, by providing for 
sperial rl'rtifi~ntes of the birth of adopwd persons, and requir­
ing sd10ol authorities to accept such certificates for certain pur· 
poses. 

St'ction 1. Bf' it f'Irncted, &c., That section twenty­
one of the act, approvf'd the sen•nth day of June, one 
t110us11nd nine hundred nnd fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
nin(' hundred 1, entitled ·'An act to provide for the im­
mediate registration of 1111 hirths and deaths throughout 
the C'ommonwt>alth of Pennsvlvania, hv means of cer­
tifh•nt~ of hirths and deaths. ·and huriai or removal per­
mits: rt>qniring- prompt r('tnrns to the Central Bureau 
of Yitai Stati--ties, as rPrp1irrd to bL' established by the 
State Departmf'nt of IlPalth; and, in order to secure 
prompt and faithful regfatration of births, marriages, 
dt>aths, and diseases, of practitioners of medicine and 
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