
SESSION OJJ' 1933. 

No. 295 

.AN ACT 
To amend section twenty-nine of an aet, approved the thirty-first 

day of May, one thousand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet 
Laws, four hundred sixty-eight), entitled "An act providing 
for the establishment of a State Highway Department, by the 
appointment of a State Highway Commissioner, two Deputy 
State Highway Commissioners, chief engineer, chief draughts· 
man, superintendents of highways, and a staff of assistants and 
employes; defining their duties and the jurisdiction of the 
State Highway Department, and fbci.ng salaries of commissioner 
and deputies and other appointees; providing for taking over 
from the counties or townships of the Commonwealth certain 
existing public roads connecting county-seats, principal cities, 
and towns and extending to the State line; describing and de· 
fining same by route numbers as the State Highways of the 
Commonwealth; providing for the improvement, maintenance 
and ;repair of said State highways solely at the expense of the 
Commonwealth, and relieving the several townships or counties 
from any further obligation and expense to improve or maintain 
the same, and relieving said townships or counties of authority 
over same; requiring boroughs and incorporated towns to main· 
tuin certain State highways wholly and in part; requiring the 
State Highway Commissioner to make maps to be complete· 
records thereof; conferring authority on the State Highway 
Commissioner; providing for the payment of damages in taking 
of property, or otherwise, in the improvement thereof; provid­
ing for purchase or acquiring of turnpikes or toll-roads forming 
all or part of any State highway, and procedure therein; pro­
viding for work of improvement of State highways to be done 
by contract, except wherl,'l the State Highway Commissioner de­
cides the work be done by the State; providing aid by the 
State to counties and to'wnships desiring the same in the im· 
provement of township or county roads; defining highways and 
State-aid highways; providing method of application for State 
aid in the improvement, maintenance and repair of township or 
county roads and prescribing the contents of township, county, 
borough, ·or incorporated town petitions; providing for per-

. centage of cost of improvement or repairs to be paid by State, 
county, township, borough, or incorporated town, and requiring 
contracts by counties, townships, boroughs, an.d incorporated · 
towns with Commonwealth governing same; providing for the 
minimum width of State highways and State-aid highways, and 
kind of materials to be used in the improvement; providing for 
payment of cost of improvement and repairs; providing penalty 
for injuring or destroying State highways; making appropri­
ations to carry out the provisions of the act; and providing for 
the repeal of certain acts relating to Highway Department and 
improvement of roads, and of all acts .or parts of acts incon­
sistent herewith; and providing that existing contracts are not 
affected by provisions of this act," authorizing the Attorney 
General under certain conditions to enter into agreements with 
townships for the payment of certain judgments against such 
townships in installments, and to compound certain judgments. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section twenty-
nine of an act, approved the thirty-first day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred sixty-eight), entitled "An act providing 
for the establishment of a State Highway Department, 
by the appointment of a State Highway Commissioner, 
two Deputy State Highway Commissioners, chief engi­
neer, chief draughtsman, superintendents of highwa~, 
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and a staff of assistants and employes; defining their 
duties and the jurisdiction ~f the State Highway De­
par.tment, and fixing salaries of commissioner and depu­
ties and other appointees; providing :for taking over 
from the counties or townships of the Commonwealth 
certain existing public roads connecting county-seats, 
principal cities, and towns and extending to the State 
line; describing and defining same by route numbers as 
the State highways o:f the Commonwealth; providing 
for the improvement, maintenance and repair of said 
State highways solely at the expense o:f the Common­
wealth, and relieving the several townships or counties 
from any further obligation and expense to improve .:ir 
maintain the same, and relieving said townships or coun­
ties of authority over same; requiring boroughs and 
incorporated towns to maintain certain State highways 
wholly and in part; requiring the State Highway Com­
mh;sioner to make maps to be complete records thereof; 
conferring authority on the State Highway Commission­
er ; providing for the payment of damages in taking of 

· property, or otherwise, in the improvement thereof; 
providing for purchase or acquiring o:f turnpikes or toll­
roads forming all or part o:f any State highway, and 
procedure therein; providing :for work of improvement 
of State Highways to be done by contract, except where 
the State Highway Commissioner decides the work be 
done by the State; providing aid by the State to coun­
ties and townships desiring the same in the improve­
ments o:f township or county roads; defining highways 
and State-aid highways; providing method of applica­
tion for State aid in the improvement, maintenance and 
repair of township or county roads and prescribing the 
contents o:f township, county, borough, or incorporated 

. town petitions; providing for percentage o:f cost of im­
provement or repairs to be paid by State, county, town­
ship, borough, or incorporated town and requiring 
contracts by counties, townships, boroughs, and incorpo­
rated towns with Commonwealth governing same; pro­
viding for the minimum width of State Highways and 
State-aid highways, and kind of materials to be· used ,in 
the improvement; providing for payment of cost of im­
provement and repairs; providing penalty :for injuring 
or destroying State highways; making appropriations 
to carry out the provisions of the act; and providing 
for the repeal of certain acts relating to Highway De­
partment and improvement of roads, and of all acts or 
parts of acts inconsistent herewith; and providing that 
existing contracts are not affected by provisions of this 
act.'' is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 29. The work of maintaining and repairing 
all State-aid highways, improved under the provisions 
of this act, or which shall have been previously recon­
structed by State aid, shall be done by the [State High­
w11y] Department of 1Iighways; and fifty (50) per 
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centum of the cost thereof shall be paid by the several 
townships wherein such roads may lie; or by the county, 
when such roads have been improved upon the petitiori 
of fJUCh county without the cooperation of the township. 
Whenever the obligation of any township for the cost 
of maintaining and repairing any State-aid highways, 
1·eco'>;tsfrm:ted by State ai<l previous to the passage of the 
act to which this is an amendment, remains unpaid cvnd 
has bee?i rediwed to judgment by the Depm·tment of 
JitStice, the .Attorney General, on behalf of tha Com­
monwealth, and with the approval of the .Auditor Gen­
eral. and State Treasm·er, may enter into an agreement 
with the township against whfoh the judgnient has been 
obtained for the payment of such judgment in instali­
nients. Such agreement may be made whenever it ap­
pears that the township is unable to pay the judgment 
at once by reason of its financial condition, and shall 
provide for the liqitidatfon of such judgment i?i definite 
payments over a period not exceeding five years. If it 
shall appear that the township by 1·eason of its financial 
condition would be unable to pay the full amoimt of 
such judgment in installments over a period of five years, 
the .Attorney General, with the approval of the .Auditor 
General and State Treasitrer, may compound or settle 
such judgment f m· such portion thereof as such officers 
may fin.d the township to be able to pay over a period of 
five years, and the agreement hereinbef ore provided for 
shall be entered into on the basis of siwh settlement. 

Section 2. This act shall become effective on the first 
day of June, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three. 

APPROVED-The 1st day of June, A. D. 1933. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 

No. 296 

AN ACT 
Authorizing the Secreta~y of Highways to enter into agreements 

relating to support for State highway right of ways underlaid 
by coal, and for the ascertainment and assessment of damages 
sustained by reason of the obligation to furnish such support 
whether the damages are payable by the Collllllonwealth or a 
county. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That whenever the 
Commonwealth has heretofore acquired or may here­
after acquire an easement for highway purposes upon 
lands underlaid by mineable coal, the Secretary of High­
ways is hereby authorized to enter into agreements with 
the owner of the coal underlying such lands, or the per­
son entitled to remove the same, specifying the underly­
ing or adjacent coal, if any, to be left in place for the 
purpose of furnishing vertical or lateral support to said 
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