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magistrate, be sentenced to pay a fine of ten ($10) dol
lars and costs of prosecution, and, in default of the pay
ment thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for not more 
than five ( 5) days. 

Section 3. This act shall become effective immediately When effective. 
upon final enactment. 

APPROVED-The 2d day o:f June, A. D. 1933. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 

No. 310 

AN ACT 
To validate certain proeeedings for municipal improvements, mu· 

nicipal assessments, municipal claims, and municipal liens, in 
the several cities of the third class, boroughs, and townsl1ips 
of the first class of this Commonwealth, and validating such 
improvements, assessments, claims, and liens; providing for the 
'filing of claims and liens therefor, and the proceedings for the 
collection of such assessments, claims, and liens. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That whenever hereto
fore the council o:f any city o:f the third class or of any 
borough, or the board of commissioners of any township 
of the first class, o:f this Commonwealth has authorized, 
by ordinance, the grading, curbing, guttering, paving, 
or macadamizing with concrete, brick, stone, or other 
suitable material of any public street or thoroughfare, 
or portion thereof, either cartway, :footwalk, or gutter, 
and has caused such improvement to be made, and, in 
such ordinance, has authorized the advertising for bids 
therefor and the assessment of benefits upon the prop
erty benefited thereby, and subsequent thereto, pursuant 
to an ordinance passed after the passage and approval 
of the original ordinance providing for the improve
ment, has authorized the entering into a contract :for 
the said improvement with the Secretary of Highways 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and with the gen
eral contractor, who was the successful bidder with the 
Commonwealth, :for the construction o:f any portion of 
such streets or highways without any advertising :for 
bids on the part of the city, borough, or township, as 
provided for in the original ordinance authorizing such 
improvement, and has subsequent thereto brought pro
ceedings for the appointment o:f viewers to assess bene
fits for the said improvement against the property abut
ting along the line of improvement in accordance with 
the provisions of the original ordinance autl10rizing the 
said improvement, or has by ordinance provided for the 
assessment against abutting property owners of benefits 
for such improvement; or whenever heretofore the coun
cil of any city of the third class or of any borough, or 
the board of commissioners of any township o:f the first 
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class, of this Commonwealth has required by ordinance, 
and caused to be made, graded, paved, curbed, or mac
adamized with brick, stone, or other suitable material, 
or otherwise improved any public street or thoroughfare, 
or part thereof, either cartway, footwalk, or gutter, or 
has covered or enclosed any watercourse or waterway, 
in any street or thoroughfare, so as to improve or extend 
and increase the driveway in any street or thoroughfare, 
or has caused any sewers whatsoever to be constructed 
within or without any such city, borough, or township, 
or has caused ornamental lights to be erected pursuant 
to any ordinance, or has heretofore in accordance with 
existing law assessed a portion of the cost of such sewer, 
as a sewage tax, against property abutting on the side 
of said street, alley, or highway which is located outside 
the limits of the said city, borough, or township, the 
owners of such property being given permission by the 
said city, borough, or township to use such sewer and 
such property not being then provided with sewer fa
cilities, and has, by ordinance, provided for the assess
ment against abutting property owners of benefits for 

Detects in pro· such improvement, but owing to some defect in the peti
ceedlnge. tion, action of council or of the board of commissioners, 

notice of publication, failure to make said improvement 
in accordance with the strict terms of any ordinance, 
or any other proceeding or action necessary under exist
ing laws and ordinances to give jurisdiction to such 
council or board of commissioners, or because of non
compliance with existing laws as to publication of copies 
of ordinance and posting of handbills prior to or after 
the :final passage of such ordinance, or because of non
compliance with existing laws as to the purchasing of 
materials and supplies or the awarding of contracts 
without advertising, or because the ordinance itself or 
the official record book containing the same has been 
lost, mislaid, or destroyed, or such ordinance has not 
been transcribed in the official record book, or because 
of irregularity or error in the appointment of viewers 
to assess benefits against property abutting along the 
line of improvement, or because of the neglect of view
ers appointed to assess damages and benefits caused or 
accruing as a result thereof to file their report within 
the time required by law for the filing thereof, or be
cause of irregularity or error in the method or procedure 
taken for the ascertainment of the amount of benefits 
to such property, or because of any irregularity or error 
in the ordinances, or passage or approval thereof, au
thorizing the execution of the work, the contracting 
therefor, and the assessing of benefits therefor, or wherP. 
the right of the board of viewers to assume jurisdiction 
and to act in assessing the properties benefited thereby 
is questioned, or because of any irregularity or error in 
the failure to bring the proceedings for the assessment 
of benefits for such improvement before the board of 
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viewers within the time provided by law, or the failure 
to assess the benefits therefor in the manner now pro-
vided by law, or because of any irregularity or error in 
arriving at or determining the benefits assessed against 
any such property, or because of the failure to give 
notice as required by law or ordinance, or the time for 
filing a lien or making claim for such improvement has 
expired, or the claim has not been filed after notice to 
do so, or for any other reason, the costs of such improve-
ment or portion thereof were not or cannot be legally 
assessed upon the property bounding or abutting on the 
street or part thereof improved, or owing to some de-
fect in the statement of claim filed to secure the lien, 
or the failure of the city, borough, or township solicitor 
to file the lien in the court of common pleas or to sign 
the same or to have stamped thereon a facsimile signa-
ture of the said solicitor or chief executive of the claim-
ant for the costs of such improvement, or any error 
made in the name of the owner or owners of the abut-
ting property, payment thereof cannot be enforced, or, 
if the ordinance of the city, borough, or township, au
thorizing the construction of any improvement, was in 
fact adopted before such city, borough, or township was 
legally empowered to make such assessments on prop-
erty outside the limits of such city, borough, or town-
ship, if such improvement was actually constructed and 
such assessments against property outside the limits of 
such city, borough, or township made subsequent to the 
time when such city, borough, or township was legally 
empowered to levy such assessments, as was contem-
plated by the act or acts of General Assembly under 
which the improvement was attempted to be made and 
statement of claim filed,-now, by this act, such im- validation 
provements are made valid and binding, and also any 
statement of claim heretofore filed, if any, to secure the 
liens therefor are also made valid and binding, and the 
jurisdiction of any board of viewers hereinbefore men-
tioned to entertain such proceedings and the assess-
ments made pursuant to such proceedings against prop-
erty within or without the limits of any such city, 
borough, or township, shall be valid and binding, and 
the council of such city or borough, and the commission-
ers of such township, may cause the property bounding 
or abutting on the street or part thereof upon which 
the improvement has been made or is now being made 
to be assessed in the manner now provided by law, or 
by the board of viewers' proceedings in the manner and 
at the rates now provided by law, with such a portion 
of the costs of such improvement as is contemplated by 
the law under which the improvement was made or at-
tempted to be made or is now being made, and all such 
benefits, and all assessments heretofore made or deter-
mined are hereby ratified, confirmed and validated, and 
any statement of claims heretofore filed, if any, to se-
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cure the liens therefor are also hereby ratified, con· 
firmed and validated. Such assessment or other assess

ft:~esg~e:;0;~rt~ ment heretofore made, or hereafter made in proceedings 
' now pending, within the time limitations specified in 

this act, shall be a lien upon the property assessed; and 
any lien heretofore filed for benefits assessed or for the 
cost of such impr()vement or any part thereof, although 
the report of the viewers assessing the same was not 
filed within the time required by law for the filing there
of, is hereby made valid and binding with the same 
force and effect as though such report was filed within 

nate ot Ihm. the time required by law for :filing the same. The lien 
shall date from the completion of the improvement for 
which the assessment is made, whether the work was 
complete~ through one or several operations or con
tracts, or from the date of filing the same, and shall re-

Provl••· main a lien until fully paid and satisfied: Provided, 
'rhat a writ of scire facias .is issued to revive the same 
during every period of five ( 5) years after the lien is 

Proviso. filed as hereinafter provjded : And provided further, 
'l'hat this act shall not validate any lien against any 
property which has been conveyed to a bona :fide pur
chaser thereof subsequent to the expiration of the period 
prescribed by law for the filing . of such liens and prior 
to the date of the :filing thereof, or give the lien thus 
filed priority over any bona fide lien or liens filed, en
tered or recorded, or which shall have otherwise at
tached, subsequently to the time prescribed by law for 
the filing of such municipal lien and prior to the time 
of the :filing thereof. 

Time and place Section 2. The council of any city of the third class 
or filing lien. or of any borough, or the board of commissioners of 

any township of the :first class, of this Commonwealth, 
entitled to a lien under this act, shall file a lien there
for, if not heretofore filed, in the office of the prothon
otary of the . county within which the property lies, 
within six (6) months after the completion of the work 
where the improvement is now in progress, or within 
twelve (12) months after the confirmation absolute of 
the report of the viewers assessing the benefits for such 
improvement, whether now or hereafter pending, or 
within twelve (12) months after the approval of this 
act where the improvement is now completed if no lien 
ha!> been heretofore filed for the same, or within twelve 
( 12) months after the passage of any councilmanic or
dinance assessing benefits under the provisions of this 
act where the improvement is already completed, and 
the .same shall be entered upon record as other municipal 

contents ot lien. claims. Such liens shall state the name of the party 
claimant, which shall be the corporate name of the city, 
borough, or township making the improvement, name of 
the owner or reputed owner of the property assessed, a 
reasonable description of the property assessed, the 
amount or sum claimed to be due, which shall include 
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interest on the assessment from the completion of the . , 
improvement, for what improvement the claim is made, 
the date of· its completion, the date of the assessment 
for which the lien is filed. Such lien, when so filed, Lien to be prlma 
shall be prima facie evidence of all matters therein set facle evidence. 

forth and of the right of the city, borough, or township 
to recover the amount therein claimed to be due, to-
gether with interest from the date of the lien or com-
pletion of the improvement, costs, and an attorney's 
commission of five per centum for collecting. 

Section 3. The claim, when so filed, shall be proceeded conectlon by 
upon for collection by writ of scire facias : Provided, sclre faclas. 

That this act shall not apply to any proceeding, suit, or Proviso. 
lien wherein a final order or judgment of any court of 
record has already been made or entered. 

Section 4. This act shall become effective immediately when effective. 
upon :final enactment. 

APPROVED-The 2d day of June, A. D. 1933. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 

No. 311 
AN ACT 

Defining the powers of the courts of quarter sessions, the Munici
pal Court of Philadelphia, and the County or Juvenile Court 
of Allegheny County, with respect to the eare, guidance, con
trol, trial, placement and commitment of delinquent, dependent 
and neglected children under sixteen years of age and of per
sons over sixteen years of age contributing to or eneouraging 
the delinquency, neglect and dependeney of children; and 
amending, revising and consolidating the law relating thereto. 

Whereas, The welfare of the Commonwealth demands Preamble. 
that children should be guarded from association and 
contact with crime and criminals, and the ordinary 
process of the criminal law does not provide for such 
care, guidance and control as are essential to children 
in the formative period of life; and 

Whereas, Experience has shown that children, lacking 
proper parental care or guardianship, are led into 
courses of life which may render them liable to the pen
alties of the criminal law, and that the real interests of 
such children require that they be not incarcerated in 
jails and penitentiaries, as members of the criminal class, 
but be subjected to wise care, guidance and control so 
that evil tendencies may be checked and better instincts 
be strengthened; and 

Whereas, To these ends, it is important that the 
powers of the courts, with respect to the care, guidance 
and control over delinquent, neglected and dependent 
children should be clearly distinguished from those exer
cised in the ordinary administration of the criminal law; 
therefore 
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