
SESSION OF 1933. 

No. 32. 

AN AC'l' 
To amend section sixteen of an· act, ·approved tho thirt;y·first day 

of May, one thousand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred sixty-eight), ent~tleu "An p.cf; providing for the 
establishment of a State Highway Department, by the appoint-

' ment of a State Highway Commissioner, two D<lputy State 
Righway Commissioners, chief engineer, chief draughtsman, 
superintendents of highways, and a staff of assistants and em· 
ployes; defining their duties and the jurisdiction o~ the State 
Highway ;Department, and fixing salaries of colllDlissioner and 
depuUes and other appointees; providing for taking over from 
the counties or townships of the Commonwealth certain exist­
ing public roads connecting county-seats, principal cities, and 

r towns and extending to the State line; describing and defining 
same. PY route numbers as the State highways of the Common­
wealth; providing for the improvement, maintenance and re· 
pair of said State highways solely at the expense of the Cdm· 
monwealth, and relieving the several townships or counties 
from any further obligation and expense to improve or main­

. tain the same, and relieving said townships or counties of 
authority over same; requiring boroughs and incorporated 
towns to maintain· certain State highways wholly and iii part; 
requiring the State Highway Commissioner to make maps to 
be complete records thereof; conferring authority on the State 
Highway. Commissioner; providing for the payment of dam­
ages in taking of property, or otherwise, in the improvement 
thereof; 'providing for purchase or acquiring of turnpikes or 
toll-roads ·forming all or part of any State highway, and pro­
cedure therein; providing for work of improvement of State 
highways to be done by contract, except where the State High· 
way Commissioner decides the work be done by the State; 
providing aid by the State to counties and townships desiring 
the same in the improvement of township or county roads; 
defining highways and State-aid highways; providing method 
of application for State aid in the improvement, maintenance 
and repair of township or county roads and prescribing the 
contents of township, county, borough, or incorporated town 
petitions;· providing for percentage of cost of improvement or 
repairs to be paid by State, county, township, ho.rough, or in· 
corporated town, and requiring contracts by counties, town­
ships, boroughs, and incorporated towns with Commonwealth 
governing same; providing for the minimum width of State 
highways and State-aid highways, and kind of materials to be 
used in the improvement; providing for payment of cost of 
improvement and repairs; providing penalty for injuring or 
destroying State highways; making appropriations to carry 
out the provisions of the act; and providing for the repeal 
of certain acts relating to Highway Department and improve­
ment of roads, and of all acts or parts of acts inconsistent 
herewith; and providing that existing contracts aro not affected 
by provisions of this act,'' as amended, by providing for pay­
ment by the Commonwealth, out of the Motor License Fund, of 
damages for land or property taken, injured or destroyed by 
the change of width, lines, and locations of State highways, 
and the rost of the removal of stru~tures, where the county 
does not agree to such changes or removals; requiring ~pproval 
of the court of quarter sessions to all agreements relating to 
damages made by the county commissioners with property own­
ers; and fixing the time when the Secretary of Highways may 
begin work. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section sixteen of Department 

d l l . fl f 'f } or Highways. 11n act, approve t 1e t nrty- rst day n ,, ::i~r, one t 1011-
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Section 16, act 
of May 31, 1911 
(P, L. 468), 
as last am.ended 
by act of 
June 26, 1931 
(P. L. 1388), 
further amended. 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

sand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, four 
hundred sixty-eight), entitled "An act providing for 
the establishment of a State Highway Department, by 
the appointment of a State Highway Commissioner, two 
Deputy State Highway Commissioners, chief engineer, 
chief draughtsman, superintendents of highways, and a 
staff of assistants and employes; defining their duties 
and the jurisdiction of the State Highway Department, 
and fixing salaries of commissioner and deputies and 
other appointees; providing for taking over from the 
counties or townships of the Commonwealth certain ex­
isting public roads connecting county-seats, principal 
cities, and towns and extending to the State line; de­
scribing and defining same by route numbers as the 
State highways of the Commonwealth; providing for 
the improvement, maintenance and repair of said State 
highways solely at the expense of the Commonwealth, 
and relieving the several townships or counties from any 
further obligation and expense to improve or maintain 
the same, and relieving said townships or counties of 
authority over same; requiring boroughs and incorpo­
rated towns to maintain certain State highways wholly 
and in part; requiring the State Highway Commissioner 
to make maps to be complete records thereof; conferring 
authority on the State Highway Commissioner; provid­
ing for the payment of damages in taking of property, 
or otherwise, in the improvement thereof; providing 
for purchase or acquiring of turnpikes or toll-roads 
forming all or part of any State highway, and procedure 
therein; providing for work of improvement of State 
highways to be done by contract, except where the State 
Highway Commissioner decides the work be done by 
the State; providing aid by the State to counties and 
townships desiring the same in the improvement of town­
ship or county roads; defining highways and State-aid 
highways; providing method of application for State 
aid in the improvement, maintenance and repair of town­
ship or county roads and prescribing the contents of 
township, county, borough, or incorporated town peti­
tions; providing for percentage of cost of improvement 
or repairs to be paid by State, county, township, bor­
ough, or incorporated town, and requiring contracts by 
counties, townships, boroughs, and incorporated towns 
with Commonwealth governing same; providing for the 
minimum width of State highways and State-aid high­
ways, and kind of materials to be used in the improve­
ment; providing for payment of cost of improvement 
and repairs; providing penalty for injuring or destroy­
ing State highways; making appropriations to carry 
out the provisions of the act; and providing for the 
repeal of certain acts relating to Highway Department 
and improvement of roads, and of all acts or parts of 
acts inconsistent herewith; and providing that existing 
contracts are not affected by provisions of this act,'' 
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as last amended by section four of the act approved the 
twenty-sixth day of June, one thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws, one thousand three hun­
dred eighty-eight), is hereby further amended to read 
as follows: 

Section 16. Before the Secretary of Highways shall 
undertake the construction, reconstruction, or improve­
ment of any State highway, on the plan of the State 
highways, wherein a change of width or of existing 
lines and location is necessary, and damage is likely to 

Change of 
width, grade 
or existing 
lines. 
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result to abutting property, he shall notify the county Notice to 
commissioners of the proper county in writing of the county 
contemplated change in such existing width, lines, and commissioners. 

location. [whereupon] After the county commissioners 
have ag1·eed to such changes or refused to agree thereto When work 
as hereinafter provided, the Secretary of Highways may may commence. 
proceed with the work of construction, reconstruction 
and improvement. After the receipt of the notice as 
above provided, the county commissioners, if they ap-
prove suck change of width or of existing lines and loca-
tion, and agree thereto in writing, ska:LZ, when possible, 
[shall] enter into an agreement with the owner or Agreement by 
owners of said property as to amount of damage to be commissioners. 

paid to the said owner or owners. [which damage, if 
agreed upon] Whenever the amount so agreed upon Payment of 
shall exceed the swm of three hundred dollars ($300.00), damages by 

county. 
the same shall not be paid by the county until the pro-
posed agreement shall be presented by the county com­
missioners to the court of quarter sessions for its ap-
proval. The court shall fix a time for hearing the matter, Hearing. 
at which time the parties to suck agreement and any 
taxpayer interested therein and their witnesses shall be 
heard, and the court shall either approve or disapprove Approval or 
the agreement as it deems proper. If the court disap- g~salcfi'r~val 
proves the agreement, it shall indicate a sum which it · 
would approve for such case if the county commissioners 
and the property owner could agree thereon. In such 
oases, if the property owner and the county commis-
sioners should agree on the amount of damages indicated 
by the court as acceptable to it, such agreement may be 
entered into and shall be final and binding on the said 
parties without any further approval by the court. No- Notice. 
tice of the time and place of hearing in all .~uch cases 
shall be given by one publication in one newspaper of 
general circtdation throughout the county, which shall 
state that any taxpayer may appear at such hearing and 
be heard, together with his witnesses. Only such pay. 
ments as have been approved by the court, as above 
provided, shall be paid by the county; or in case an 
agreement satisfactory to the county commissioners and 
said owner or owners cannot be made and the approval 
of the court thereto sec11rcil, [the Secretary of Highways 
may proceed with the work of construction, reconstruc-
tion, or improvement. and] the owner or owners of said 
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property damaged thereby or the commission&s of the 
proper county may prcsent·their \Jetition1to the court.of 
quarter sessions for the appointment of viewers fo·as~er­
tain and ·assess such damages .. ·· 'l'he prooeedings upon 
said petition ancl by the viewers shall be governed by 
existing laws relating to the ascertainment and assess­
ment of damages for opening public highways.· The 
county commissioners, or any other party to such ·pllO· 
ceedings, may appeal from the award of the viewers tO 
the court of common pleas, and shall be entitled to a 
trial by jury. From the judgment of the court of com­
mon pleas, an appeal may be had to the Supreme or 
Superior Court as in other cases. Such damages, when 
ascertained, shall be paid by the county in which the 
State highway is located. Whenever the county com­
missioners do 1wt consent to o)· approve any sucli change 
of iuidth or of e:dsting limes and locatiOn, and the Sec­
retm·y of Highways determines such change to be 11,eces­
sary, he shall, when· poss-ible, enter into an agreement 
with the owner. or owners of said vroperty as. to· the 
amount of damages to be paid thm·ef 01·, and if agreed 
upon, such damages sltali be paid by the Commonwealth 
oid of moneys in the llfotor License Fm1d; or if' such 
agreement cannot be made, the owner or owners of said 
property damaged thereby or the Commonwealth rnay 
p-resent their· or Us petition to the com·t of qu,arter ses­
sions for the appointment of viewers to ascertain and 
assess s1wh damage in the same nmnner and with the 
same right of appeal to the owner or mvners and to the 
Commonwealth as is hereinbefore provided in cases where 
the cfJ'Unfy agt·eed to $UCh change, but the damage$, when 
ascertained, shall be vaid ·by the Commonwealth out of 
moneys it!, the JI otor License lhind. · The county shall 
also be liable for any damages sustained by abutting 
property owners for a change of the width or lines of 
roads intersecting State highways, where such damages 
are made necessary as a result of the changing, with 
their consent and appt·oval, of the width, lines, or loca­
tion for the construction of a State highway; such 
damages to be ascertained in the same manner as herein 
provided for damages occasioned as a result of the 
change, with their consent and approval, of width or of 
existing lines and location of State highways, and, in 
case tke comm.issioner.c; shall not have consented to and 
a.pprov~d such change of width or of existing lines or 
location, then sttch damage shall be pairl by the Com­
monwealth and shall be ascertainecl fo the same manner 
as herein provided for d.amage.c; for land taken as a re­
sult of tlze change of u:idth or of e.r.isting lines and loca­
tion of State highways without the consent and approval 
of the county commissioners, and such damages shall 
also be paid from the Motor Lice11,~e Fund. The county 
or Commnnu«1nlth shall also pro,'ide for the removal of 
all structures within the lines of the highway, as thus 
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established; [unless otherwise] ,,a,s may be ptovided by 
agreement between said county and the Secretary of 
Highways,. and; in case the sa:rrie ·is to ·be done by the 
Gommonwealth,. the cost thereof shall also /b.e. paid out 
of the M otl:>r· Lioense .Fmid. A.ny moneys in the Motor 
License Fitnd necessa_ry. to make the payments, required 
by this s·eetion are hereby specifically appropriated to the 

Moneys 
appropriated. 

Departmetit of .Highways. · . · . · 
: ,Nothing 001itained in thi.i; act shall be consfr1ied; a.s 

plaoing,on the, Cmnnioriwealth the payment of any dam­
ages or,costs incident to .the change of iuidth, lines, or 
location of any State highway where such highway wa .. s 
widened.' m· the lines or. location changed prior to the 
date .th~·s aot tal~es effect, b1tt'an such damages and costs 
shall be paid by the ommty, in the manner provid.ed by 
this: a.ct; fM if the co.unty had agreed the1·eto as herein 
provided.· . 

Construction 
of act. 

Section. 2. This act ~b,all take effect· on the first day 
of June,.one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three. 

APPROVED-:--The J 3th day of April, A. D, 1,933. 

GIFFORD PINCHO'r 

No. 33 

AN ACT 

To further amend section one of an aet, approved the thirty-first 
dny of May, one thousand eight hundred ninety-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, one lmnrlred eighty-eight), entitled "An act designating 
the days and half days to be observed as legal holidays, and 
for the payment, acceptance, and protesting of bills, notes, 
drafts, checks, and other negotiable paper on such days,'' by 
authorizing bank holidays during State and National financial 
crises. 

F.ffeetlve 
date. 

1'". ,, 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one of an Legal holidays. 
act, approved the thirty-first day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred ninety-three (Pamphlet Laws, one hun-
dred eighty-eight), entitled ''An act designating the 
days and half days to be observed as legal holidays, and 
for the payment, acceptance, and protesting of bills, 
notes, drafts, checks, and other negotiable paper on such 
days,'' as last amended by the act, approved the thirty­
first day of March, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, seventy-three), entitled 
"An act to amPnd section one of an act., approved the 
thirty-first day of :May, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-three (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred eighty-
eight), entitled ' ... \n net de;.;ignnting the days and half 
days to he obsern·tl n-:i legal holiJays, and f11r the p<ly-
ruent, acceptance. <.l.Dd protesting of bills, notes, drat:h;, 
checks, uurl other nL'gotia ble pa per 011 such Jays,' as 

Section 1. act 
of l\fay 31, 1893 
(P. L. 188), 
as luBt amended 
by act of 
March 31. 1921 
<P. L. 73), 
further amended. 
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