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Section 3. The expenses incurred by the Insurance 
Department in making any examination and audit under 
the provisions of this act shall be ascertained by the 
department, and shall be certified to the State Work
men's Insurance Board, whereupon the board shall draw 
its warrant for the payment thereof to the department 
out of the State Workmen's Insurance Fund. .A:n.y 
amount so received by the Insurance Department shall 
be paid by it into the General Fund, through the De
partment of Revenue. The moneys in the State Work
men 's Insurance Fund are hereby appropriated for pay
ment of expenses of audits and examinations made under 
this act. 

Section 4. This act shall become effective on the first 
day of June, one thousand nine hundred and thirty
three. 

APPROVED-The 1st day of May, A. D. 1933. 
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Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the laws relating 
to townships of the second class are hereby amended, 
consolidated, revised, and changed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

The second class Section 101. Short Title.-This act shall be known, 
Township Law. and may be cited, as "The Second Class Township 

Law." This act shall take effect on the first day of 
July, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three. 

Section 102. Definitions.-The word "township" or 
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''townships,'' as used in this act, shall mean a township 
of the second class, unless the context indicates other
wise. 

Section 103. Excluded Provisions.-This act does 
not include any provisions, and shall not be construed 
to repeal any acts, relating to-

( a) The procedure for the collection of municipal and 
tax claims by liens; 

(b) The method of incurring or increasing bonded 
indebtedness; 

( c) Election officers and conduct of elections; 
( d) Poor districts; 
(e) Boards of health; 
(f) Public schools and school districts; 
(g) Constables; 
(h) Justices of the peace; 
(i) State roads, State-aid roads, and private roads; 
(j) Township reward; 
(k) Validations of elections, bonds, ordinances, and 

acts of corporate officers; 
(1) Free non-sectarian libraries. 
Section 104. Saving Clauses.-The provisions of this 

act, so far as they are the same as those of existing laws, 
are intended as a continuation of such laws and not as 
new enactments. The repeal by this act of any act of 
Assembly, or part thereof, shall not revive any act or 
part thereof heretofore repealed or superseded, nor affect 
the existence or class of any township heretofore created. 
The provisions of this act shall not affect any act done, 
liability incurred, or right accrued or vested, or affect 
any suit or prosecution, pending or to be instituted, to 
enforce any right or penalty or punish any offense 
under the authority of such repealed laws. All resolu
tions, regulations, and rules, made pursuant to any act 
of Assembly repealed by this act, shall continue with the 
same force and effect as if such act had not been re
pealed. Any person holding offi,ce under any act of 
Assembly repealed by this act shall continue to hold 
such office until the expiration of the term thereof, sub
ject to the conditions attached to such office prior to 
the passage of this act. 

Section 105. Constitutional Construction.-The pro
visions of this act shall be severable, and if any of the 
provisions shall be held to be unconstitutional, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of any of the re
maining provisions of this act. It is hereby declared 
as the legislative intent that this act would have been 
adopted had such unconstitutional provision not been 
included therein. 

Section 106. Construction of References.-When
ever, in' this act, reference is made to any act by title, 
such reference shall also apply to and include any codi
fication wherein the provisions of the act referred to 
are substantially reenacted. 

107 
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, ,Section 107. How Act Applies.~This a.ct slJ4JJ,.f\P· 
ply to all townsh~ps of ,the: second class with~n the .. Com~ 
monwealth as now existing or hereafter created, e.s~'ib· 
lished Or reestablished, ''I " l • i,' 

•Section 108:· Saving" Clauses .Where Class of r.irown~ 
ship Changed.-Whenever any• township of the second 
class is designated a to,vnship of. the first class, or when
ever any township of the first class is reestablished as a 
township of the second class, or whenever any township 
is divided, all liabilities incurred, rights accrueli' or 
vested, obligaiioris issued or contracted, and; all· suits 
and prosecutions pending or to be instituted tolenforce 
any right or penalty accrued or punish any· offense 
committed prior to such change of class or diVision, and 
all resolutions, rules and regulations, shall continue 
with the same force and effect as if no such change or 
division had been made. 

Sec.tion 109. Exception as to Taxation.-1.This act 
does not provide a complete systettl for the assessment 
and collection of township taxes; but the taxatiort. pro
visions herein contained · shall be· construe'd. as' supple
ili.e'.ntary: to the general local ta:xatidn laws-.1 All acts and 
parts of acts refa.ting to taxation in townships of -the 
second class, not inconsistent with this act, h1 !orce•prior 
f6 the passage of this act, which are not reenacted or 
specifically l'.epealed by this act, shall remain 'in 'force 
as to such townships in the same manner as prior to the 
passage of this act. · · . · : · · ·' 

Section .110. Legal Advertising.-Whenever; · -µ:Oder 
the provisions of this act, notice is required to be pub
lished in one newspaper, such publicatjo:ri shall be made 
in a newspaper of g~neral ctrculation,'as 'defined by the 
Newspaper Advertising Act, appro'v'ed May sixteenth, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four), 
printed in the township, if there is such a newspaper, 
and, if not, then in a newspaper circulating generally in 
such township. If such ·notice is reqi1ited to 'be pub
lished in more than one newspaper, it shall be published 
in at least one newspaper of general circmlation, defined 
as aforesaid, printed, if there be such a newspaper, or 
circulating generally, as above provided; in the town
ship. When such notice relates to any proceeding or 
matter in any court, or the holding of an electi6n for the 
increase of indebtedness, or the issue and sale of bonds 
to be paid by taxation, such notice shall, also, in coun
ties of the second, third, fourth and fifth classes, be 
published in the legal newspaper, if any, designated by 
the rules of court of the proper county for the publi
cation of legal notices and advertisenients, unless such 
publication be dispensed with by spe~ial order of court: 
Provided, however, That au~itors' statements, summa
ries of auditors' statements, or advertisements inviting 

\ 
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proposals for public' contracts and: for bids•for 111aterials 
and' supplies, shall be published· only in newspapers of 
general ·circulation,' defined as aforesaid. · ·' · · 

ARTIOLE' II j r,: 

'' 
' OLASSIFIOA'r!ON AND . CREATION OF TOWNSHIPS OF THE 

''
1 SECOND CLASS 

I•'· . (a) Classi;f:ication of ·T~"1-nships' 11 

Sectiori 201. 'l~he tow71s~1ips 'now in existence and 
those to be hereafter created are divided fnto two classes. 
Townships of the first class shall'be those having a popu
la,tiqp. of at least three hundred inhabitants to the square 
mil~, which have heretofore fully organized and elected 
their' officers and are now functioning as townshi:tJS of 
the first· class, or which may hereafter be created town
ships of the first class in the manner provided by the 
laws relatfog to townships of the first class. All town
'ships not townships, of the first class shall be townships 
of the' second class. A change from one class to the other 
shall hereafter be made only as provided by this act, or 
the laws relating to townships· of the first class. · '· i ' 

. ' 
(b) 'Creation of Townships 

. ISection 205. Manner in Which To~nships May Be 
Created.:-The courts of quarter sessions may, upon the 
presentation of petitions as hereinafter provided, create 
new townships: 

(a) Out of parts of two or more townships of the 
second class located in the same county; 

(b) By the division of a township of the second class 
into two townships; 

(c) By the consolidation of two or more townships of 
_the second class located in the same county. 

Section 206. Petitions.-Petitions for the creation of 
townships, in the manner hereinbefore provided, shall 
be signed either (a) by the owners of .real property 
representing at least twenty-five per centum of the 
assessed valuation of the township or each of the town
ships affected by such creation, division, or consolida
tion, as the case may be, or (b) by registered voters 
equal in number to at least twenty-five per centum of 
the highest total '\'ote cast for candidates for any office 
in the township or townships affected, as the case may 
be, at the last preceding municipal election. Such 
petition shall be s'\rnrn to and subscribed by at least three 
of the signers. ( c) Petitions for the consolidation of 
townships may also be presented when signed by a ma
jority of the suprrvisors of each of the townships pro
posed to be consolidated and sworn to and subscribed 
by at least. one supen·isor from each such township. 
Sueh petitions shall set fnrth the name of any proposed 
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new township, and shall specify the reasons for such 
creation, division or consolidation. Each such petition 
shall be accompanied by an accurate map or plot pre
pared by an engineer showing the lines of any new town
ship proposed to be erected out of parts of two or mor.e 
townships, and the lines of the existing townships as 
affected by such creation, or the lines of any township 
and the division line in case where a township is divided, 
or the lines of the new township where two or more town
ships are to be consolidated, and the present division 
lines between such townships. Where natural marks 
are on such lines, they shall also be shown. · 

Section 207. Confirmation Nisi of Petition; Notice 
of Filing.-Upon the presentation of any such petition, 
the same shall be confirmed nisi and the court shall, by 
its order, require such notice to be given by the petition· 
ers to the residents and supervisors of the townships 
affected as it deems proper. 

Section 208. Exceptions; Confirmation Absolute of 
Petition.-Within thirty days after the filing of such 
petition, any taxpayer of the township or townships af
fected, as the case may be, may file exceptions to such 
petition, questioning the sufficiency of the number of 
signers, or the legality of any signatures, or the accu
racy or sufficiency of the map or plot attached thereto. 
The court, upon the filing of any exceptions, shall fix a 
day for hearing, of which such notice shall be given as 
the court may direct. At such hearing, the court shall 
hear all parties interested and their witnesses. If the 
exceptions in the opinion of the court are sustained and 
the court deems the petition or map or plot amendable, 
it may permit either the petition or the map or plot, 
or both, to be amended; and when so amended, it shall 
confirm the same absolutely, but if it shall deem the same 
not amendable, it shall dismiss the petition. 

Section 209. Elections.-When any petition is con
firmed absolutely, the court shall order an election held 
on the question of the creation, division or consolidation 
of such township or townships, which shall be held on 
the day of the next general or municipal election occur
ring at least sixty days after such order of court. Such 
election shall be held at the regular polling places in 
the township or townships affected, as the case may be. 
At any such election all of the qualified electors of the 
township or townships affected by such creation, division 
or consolidation shall have the right to vote. The ballot 
at any such election shall be furnished by the county 
commissioners, and the question to be placed thereon 
shall be framed and printed on the ballots as provided 
by the election laws of the Commonwealth. 

Section 210. Notice of Election.-The constable of 
the township or townships affected, as the case may be, 
or, if there be no constable, then one of the supervisors 
designated by the court, shall give at least fifteen days' 
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notice of the time and place of holding such election by 
posting not less than six printed handbills in at least 
six public places in each of such townships. The notice 
of election shall contain a statement of the township or 
townships to be affected thereby, whether it is proposed 
to make a division or a consolidation, or create a new 
township, and the court may prescribe the form of the 
notice and include therein such other matters as the 
circumstances of the individual case may render desir
able. 

Section 211. Return of Election; Decree.-The elec
tion officers, after the polls have been closed, shall count 
the ballots and certify the number of votes cast for and 
against such creation, division or consolidation to the 
clerk of the court of quarter sessions, who shall tabulate 
and compute the same and lay the result before the 
court. If it shall appear that a majority of the votes 
cast in such township, or in each of the townships af
fected, are in favor of the creation of a new township or 
the division of a township or the consolidation of two or 
more townships, as the case may be, the court shall order 
and decree the new township agreeably to the name and 
lines set forth in the petition, and the government of 
the new township shall be organized and become effective 
on the first Monday of January suceeding such election. 
If a majority of the votes cast in any such township, 
or in any of the townships affected, are against the cre
ation, division or consolidation of such township or town
ships, no further action shall be had upon said proceed
ings. No new proceeding shall be considered for a period 
of two years. 

Section 212. Boundary Monuments.-All angles and 
corners in the lines of any such new township, not fixed 
by public highways, natural boundaries, or monuments, 
shall be marked by stone monuments placed at such 
angles or corners unless it is impractical to do so, in 
which case the court shall direct how the same shall be 
marked, and, for cause shown, the court may direct 
other monuments to be placed on said lines. The cost 
of such monuments and the placing thereof shall be 
paid by the new township ; and it shall be the duty of the 
supervisors thereof to cause said monuments to be put in 
place not later than one year after the new township 
is formed. 

Section 213. Classification of Old and New Town
ships.-The parts of a township remaining after the 
division of a township, or the parts remaining of town
ships out of which parts have been taken for the creation 
of a new township, shall remain towm;hips of the second 
class. The new township created shall also be a town
ship of the second class, unless and until by subsequent 
proceedings, in accordance with laws relating to town
ships of the first class, and having the required popula
tion, it shall be created a township of the first class. 

111 
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' Sectfon 2i4 .. Costs.-When a new township iS cre
ated as .hereinb.efore provided, the cost of .the :proceed
ing~ shall .be paid by the ne:w town~hip, and where any 
petition is dismissed or a majority of the electors of any 
one 'or morti townships shall vote against the' creatiOn, 
1
dhisioµ 'or · consolidation of any such township,· the 
co.st of the proceedings shall be paid by the petitioners. 
'~ Section 215. Property Rights and Liabilities Where 
Townships Consolidated.-After the consolidation of two 
or more townships, the rights, privileges and franchises 
~£'each of th.e townships, and all property, real;' personal 
and mixed, and all debts due on whatever account, and 
other thrngs in action belonging to each of such tpWI1-
s~1ips, shall be vested in the new township. The ti~le ·to 
real estate vested in either of such townships shall not 
revert or be in any way impaired by reason of such con
solidation .. All rights of creditors or liens shall be pre
served, a11d all debts and liabilities of either of such 
fowli$hips shall attach to such new township and be in 
force against it. . ' ' . 
, Section 216. 4.djustment of Indeptedness· When 
To'Ynsh~J? (Jreated or Divided.-(a) Where any 'to\\'n
shi:r) is created out cif parts of two or mcire townships, 
or where ·a township is divided, the supervisors of the 
new township and of the existing township !>r townships 
affected shall make a just and proper adjustment and ap
portionment of all property, both real and personal, 
including funds and taxes, as well as indebtedness, if 
any, to and between tlrn new township and the old town
ship or townships. In making such adjustment and 
apportionment of the property and indebtedness, the 
new and the old township or townships shall be entitled 
respectively to share in a division of the' property, in
debtedness, funds and taxes in proportion that. the as
sessed valuation of the land or lands remaining in the 
township or townships bears to the assessed valuation of 
the land in the new township taken from such fownship 
or townships. The adjustment and apportionment, if 
made, shall be reduced to writing and duly executed 
and a'cknowledged b;y the supervisors of the townships 
affected, and shall be filed in the office of the clerk of 
the court of quarter sessions of the county. 

(b) In case the supervisors of such townships cannot 
make such amicable apportionment and adjustment of 
real property and indebtedness within six months after 
the election for the creation of such townships, then any 
011e or more supervisors of a11y of the townships affected 
may present a petition to the court of quarter sessions 
of the <'01111t ·'" sl'tt i11g forth t lie facts. \Vhereupon, the 
court shall appoint three disinterested commissioners, 
taxable!'! of the county but not residing in any of the 
townships affected, who shall give due notice to the 
supervisors of all of the townships affected and shall 
lwld lwarings and make a report to the court, making 
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aft ·apportionment and adjustment of all 1the · propel'ty, 
funds and' taxes, as well as indebtedness to and betwe~n 
tl}.e new township and the existing township; stating the 
a¢.ount of inde.btedness that shall be. assumed by 'the 
:µew towns:\lip and the existing township or towtiships . 
. · ( c) The corimiissioners shall give at I.east fiv~ days' 
notice'· cif the filing of their report to the supervisors of 
the" townships interested. · Uhless exceptiOns ar~ filed 
thereto 'Within . thirty days by any township, the same 
shall· be con.firmed by the court absolutely. 
· · ( d) Any sum awarded' by the report to a tdwnshit) 
shall be a legal. and valid claim in its· favor ·against the 
other townships charged therewith. · Any property, real 
or personal, giyen and adjudged to any township, shall 
be the property of the township to which it iS' given 
and adjudged. · . · · 

( e) The commissioners shall be allowed . ten dollars 
for each day actually spent by them in the Performance 
of their duties; together with their actu~l necessary ex
penses. .All costs· and expenses· of such petitionirig .E!Mll 
be apportioned, by the court, to and between the town-
ships afl'ected as it shall deem proper. · · 

(f) In case exceptions are filed to the report of sucl1 
commissioner,s, the court shall dispose of the same, tak
ing testimony if deemed advisable, and the decision of 
the court thereon shall be final and binding on the town
ships unless an appeal is taken within thirty days to 
the Superior or Supreme Court as in other cases .. 

(c) Reestablishment of Townships of the Second Class 

. Section 225. Because of Loss of Population.-Town
ships of the first class no longer having a ,population of 
.three hundred to the square mile may be reestablished 
as townships of the second class, in the manner provided 
by laws governing townships of the first class. 

Section 226. By Vote of Qualified Electors.-A 
township of the first class may, irrespective of popula
tion, be reestablished a township of the second class in 
the manner hereinafter provided. 

The board of commissioners of such township on its 
own initiative may, or within fifteen days after the re
ceipt of a petition signed by at least twenty-five per 
centum of the qualified electors of such township shall, 
pass a resolution and record it on its minutes, submit
ting the question, of whether such township of the first 
class shall be reestablished a township of the second 
class, to the qualified electors of such township. 

At the general or municipal election occurring at least 
ninety days after the passage of such resolution, the 
question, whether such township of the first class shall 
be reestablished a township of the second class, shall be 
submitted to the voters of the township ; and the county 
commissiooers shnll cause to be printed, on separate bal-
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lots to be used in such township at such election, a proper 
question framed in accordance with the election laws of 
the Commonwealth. 

The election officers shall compute the votes cast at the 
election and make return thereof to the clerk of the 
court of quarter sessions of the county wherein such 
township is situate, who shall compute the same and 
certify the result thereof to the county commissioners 
and the board of township commissioners of such town
ship. If a majority of the votes cast at any such elec
tion shall be in favor of the reestablishment of such 
township as a township of the second class, the govern
ment of the township of the second class shall be or
ganized and become effective on the first Monday of 
January next succeeding such election, at which time the 
terms of the officers of the township of the first class 
shall cease and terminate, and the officers appointed by 
the court for such township, as hereinafter provided, 
shall take office. If a majority of the votes cast at any 
such election shall be in favor of remaining a township 
of the first class, no further proceeding shall be had for 
a period of two years after which proceedings de novo 
may be had. 

(d) Officers for New Townships 

Section 235. Whenever a new township is created 
out of parts of two or more townships, or by the division 
of a township or by the consolidation of townships, or 
as the result of the annulment of the charter of a bor
ough, or when a township is reestablished, the court of 
quarter sessions shall appoint the elective officers for the 
new township, and fix the polling place or places in 
such new township. The officers so appointed shall hold 
their offices until the first Monday of January following 
the next municipal election occurring at least ninety 
days after such appointments. At such municipal elec
tion, an assessor and a tax collector shall be elected for 
regular four-year terms, if such election occurs in the 
year when such officers are elected for regular terms, 
and if not, then such officers shall be elected for terms 
of two years each and their successors shall be elected 
for four-year terms. At said first municipal election, 
one supervisor and one auditor shall be elected for 
terms of six years each, one supervisor and one auditor 
for terms of four years each, and one supervisor and 
one auditor for terms of two years each. All such 
officers shall take office on the first Monday of January 
next following their election. 

(e) Certificate of Creation of Townships to Be 
Furnished to State Departments 

Section 240. When a township of the second class 
is created or reestablished, the clerk of the court of 
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quarter sessions shall certify such creation or reestab
lishment to the Secretary of Internal Affairs of the 
Commonwealth. The clerk shall be allowed a fee of 
one dollar for his services, to be paid as part of the 
costs of the proceedings. 

The clerk of the court of quarter sessions shall also 
certify to the State Department of Highways the crea
tion or reestablishment of all such townships within 
thirty days after the establishment of such township. 
For each such certificate furnished, the clerk shall re
ceive a fee of one dollar, to be paid by the State Treas
urer upon warrant of the Auditor General. The failure 
or neglect of any clerk to furnish such certification to the 
Department of Highways shall be deemed a misde
meanor, and, upon conviction, such clerk shall be sen
tenced to pay a fine of not more than fifty dollars. 

ARTICLE III 

TOWNSHIP LINES AND BOUNDARIES 

Section 301. Center Line of Navigable Stream as 
Boundary.-Whenever any township is bounded by the 
nearest margin of any navigable stream, and the oppo
site township, borough, or city, as the case may be, is 
also bounded by the nearest margin of the same stream, 
the middle of such stream shall be the boundary between 
such townships or township and any other borough or 
city. Nothing contained in this section shall be con
strued to repeal any local or special law providing to 
the contrary. 

Section 302. Petition to Alter or Ascertain Town
ship Lines and Boundaries.-The courts of quarter ses
sions may, upon the presentation of a petition, (a) 
alter the lines of two or more adjoining townships so as 
to suit the convenience of the inhabitants thereof; 
(b) cause the lines or boundaries of townships to be 
ascertained and established; and ( c) ascertain and es
tablish disputed lines and boundaries between two or 
more townships or between townships and cities or 
boroughs. When any such petition is presented, the 
court may require the petitioners to file a bond in a 
sufficient sum to secure the payment of all costs of the 
proceeding. 

Section 303. Appointment and Report of Commis
sioners.-Upon application by petition to the court for 
any of the purposes set forth in the last preceding sec
tion, the court shall appoint three impartial citizens, one 
of whom shall be a civil engineer, to inquire into the 
prayer of the petition. After having given notice to par
ties interested as directed by the court, the commissioners 
shall hold a hearing and view the said lines or boun
daries; and they, or any two of them, shall make a plot 
or draft of the lines and boundaries proposed to be 
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a~tered or ascer~ained ~nd establislied if the saml:i' ca'.ri~ 
not be fully d~signated by :i;tatural .lines or boundaries. 
'J.'he commissioners, or any two of them, shall' hj.ake re
port to the ctmrt, to~ether with their opiniott' of 'the 
.same,. Upon the filing of any such report~ th¢ same shall 
be coli:firmed nisi. · · · · · · 
. SectiOn 304. · E±ceptions and Procedurer...:.Exceptions 

to any such report may be filed by any person il).terested 
'Vi.thin thi;rty days after 'the :filing of the report,"and the 
court :illay 'thefeupon fix: a day for ~he' hearing ·of such 
e:x;ceptions,. of whic~ hearing imch n~tfoe. shall be giVen 
as the court shall direct. After hearmg, the cotirt shall 
h~v'e pbwer to sustain such e:X:ceptions or to dismiss.them 
a:n'd confirm the report, or refer the report back to ·the 
same or new commiSsioners with like authority to :make 
another report, on whi<'lh like legal proceedings may be 
had. Where no exceptions are :filed within thirty days 
after the filing of the report, th{) court shall confirm the 
same absolutely. When any report is confirmed absolute
ly, the court shall enter a decree altering or ascertaining 
and 1 .~t~blishing 1the lines and boundaries as shown in 
fi~jd ;report. · . . , . . · 
. , Section 305. Monuments.-Whenever any such town
ship line or boundary is. ,altered or ascertained and es
tablisµed, the court shall cause the same to be marked 
with stone monuments placed at intervals not exceed-
ing fifteen hundred feet. . · 

Section 306. Pay of Commissioners, Civil Engineer, 
and Chaincarriers; Costs.-The pay of commissioners 
appointed to alter or ascertain and establish township 
lines shall be ten dollars, the pay of the civil engineer 
shall be twenty dollars, and the pay of chaincarriers 
shall be five. dollars, for each day necessarily einployetl. 
and five cents per mile for each mile necessarily iravelecl 
in the discharge of their duties. The court shall by its 
order provide how the costs and expenses of any such 
proceeding, including the furnishing and placing of 
monuments, shall be paid, and may assess them against 
any township and/or municipalities interested. 

Section 307. Adjustment of lndebtedness.-When
ever the boundaries 0£ any township have been altered 
or ascertained and established upon application of the 
supervisors, commissioners, or the authorities of any 
school district or poor district, the court of common 
pleas, sitting in equity, may adjust the taxes, debts antl 
expenses for township, municipal, poor, and school pur
poses between the townships, municipalities, poor, and 
school districts affected. 
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'· ~ . 4RT.IOLE IV 

· ' l<;1,i,x:•t•10N- m• Ot•'l"!.UE!is; ' VAu,\Nuil.!:8 IN 'OPt•'IUili 
··; i 

" 
11.: 

· · '(a) General Provisions · .1. 
. ' 

Section 401. ~ l'o\vnship.' Officer~' .to Be El~ctors,.-fyo 
person shall. b.e elig~ble to: any townsb,i p office unless he 
is an elector of. the towns}lip for which he js chos~n; 

Section 402. Officers to B.e }Qlected.-The elec~o;t'.s,.of 
each township shall elect (a) three t<,>wnship sumiryisor~, 
(b) one .township assessor, ( c) three. township auditors, 
and ( d) one tax colle~tor. 

' ' 
(b) Election of Officers 11 •• 

. Section 410. SuperviSors.-At each municipal elec
tion, the qualified electors of each township shall elect 
one township supervisor to serve for a term of six years 
frOJll. the first Mori.day of January next following hi$ 
election. · · ·· · · · · · · · 

Section 411. Auditors.-At each municipal election, 
the qualified electors of each township :;;hall elect one 
township auditor to serve for a term of six· years from 
the. first Mot;J.day of January next following his election. 
· . No auditor shall a:t the same time hold: ·any· :other 
.elective or· appointive township office. · · · 
. Sectio.n 412. Assessor.-At the municipal election'in 

tlie year one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three, 
and at' the municipal election every four years there
after, the qualified electors of each township ·shall' elect 
one township assessor t.o serve £or a term of four years 
from the first ~fonday of January next followjng his 
¢1ection. . . 

·Section 413. Election Assessors Saved.~The pJ;ovi~ 
sions of the preceding section, relating to the. ele.ctiOn Of 
assessors, shall not repeal nor affect the provisions of 
any act providing for the election of assistant or registry 
assessors for the performance of duties relating to elec,
tions, nor authorize the election of assessors for taxa
tion purposes in counties having boards for the assess-
ment and revision of taxes. ' 

Section 414. Tax Collector.-At the municipal elec
tion in the year one thousand nine hundred and thirty
three, and at tl1e municipal election every four years 
thereafter, the qualified electors of each township shall 
l.llect one tax collector to serve for a term of four years 
from the first l\Ionday of January next suceeding such 
election. 

Section 415. Temporary Election Schedule.-Not
withstanding the provisions of' precedillg sections re
lating to the terms of township officers and the dates 
when such terms shall commence, it is hereby provided 
that all tax collectors and assessors elected in the year 
one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three .shall com,-
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mence their respective terms of office on the first Monday 
of December, one thousand nine hundred and thirty
three, and continue in office until the first Monday of 
January, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight. 
The supervisor and auditor elected in the year one thou
sand nine hundred and thirty-three shall commence their 
respective terms of office on the first Monday of Decem
ber, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three, and 
continue in office until the first Monday of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and forty. The supervisor 
and auditor elected in the year one thousand nine hun
dred and thirty-five shall commence their respective 
terms of office on the first Monday of December, one 
thousand nine hundred and thirty-five, and continue in 
office until the :first Monday of January, one thousand 
nine hundred and forty-two. The supervisor and audi
tor elected in the year one thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-seven shall commence their respective terms of 
office on the first Monday of December, one thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-seven, and continue in office 
until the first Monday of January, one thousand nine 
hundred and forty-four. 

The purpose of the schedule in this section and its 
interpretation shall be to temporarily modify the pre
ceding sections relating generally to the terms of office 
and dates when such terms shall commence in townships; 
such terms under laws in force prior to the passage of 
this act commencing and ending on the first Monday of 
December. 

( c) Vacancies in Office 
Section 420. Supervisors.-!£ the electors of any 

township shall fail to choose a township supervisor, or 
if any person elected to such office shall neglect or refuse 
to serve therein, or if a vacancy shall occur in the office 
by death, resignation, or otherwise, the two remaining 
supervisors may appoint a successor to fill the office for 
the unexpired term. When a vacancy is so filled, the 
supervisors shall, within :fifteen days thereafter, certify 
such appointment to the clerk of the court of quarter 
sessions. 

If the two remaining supervisors, in the event of a 
vacancy as aforesaid, shall be unable to agree on such 
appointment for a period of thirty days after such 
vacancy occurs, the court of quarter sessions shall, upon 
the presentation of a petition signed by a supervisor 
and not less than ten voters who are owners of real 
estate in the township, appoint a person to fill the 
vacancy for the unexpired term. 

Section 421. Auditors.-When a vacancy occurs in 
the office of township auditor in any township by reason 
of death, resignation, removal from the township, or 
otherwise, the court of quarter sessions shall, upon the 
petition of electors, appoint a suitable person to fill such 
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vacancy for the unexpired term of the person whose 
place he is appointed to fill. 

Section 422. .Assessor .-Vacancies in the office of as
sessor in townships shall be filled in the manner provided 
by law. 

Section 423. Tax Collector.-!£ the electors of any 
township of the second class shall fail to choose a tax 
collector, or if any person elected to such office shall 
fail to give the required bond and take the required oath, 
or if a vacancy shall occur in the office by death, resig
nation, or otherwise, the county commissioners, upon 
presentation of a petition of any citizen who is a resi
dent of the township, setting forth the facts, shall ap
point a resident of the township to fill the vacancy for 
the unexpired term of the person whose place he is ap
pointed to fill or a corporation duly qualified and legally 
authorized to transact a :fiduciary business in the Com
monwealth of Pennsylvania and whose principal place 
of business is located in the county where said township 
is located. 

If a corporation be so appointed, it shall give such 
bond as the county commissioners may fix, to be ap
proved by the court of quarter sessions. 

In cases when the person elected to the offi'ce shall 
fail to qualify, the county commissioners, before making 
the appointment, shall declare the office vacant. 

Whenever a. vacancy exists in the office of tax collec
tor and no person resident within the township can be 
found within thirty days to accept the appointment to 
fill such vacancy, the county commissioners may appoint 
the county treasurer as tax collector. 

Where the county treasurer is so appointed, he shall 
have authority to l).ppoint a deputy to assist in the col
lection of the taxes set forth in the duplicates delivered 
to him. The county treasurer shall be entitled to retain 
for his own use the commissions payable for the collec
tion of said taxes and for the payment of his deputy 
and shall not be required to pay the same over to the 
county. 

If the county treasurer so appointed shall refuse to 
accept the appointment, the county commissioners may 
appoint any suitable resident of the county to perform 
the duties of tax collector for the unexpired term. 

ARTICLE v 
TOWNSIDP OFFICERS 

(a) General Provisions 

Section 501. Oath of Office.-Every person elected 
or appointed to any township office in any township 
shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, take 
and subscribe an oath or affirmation before some person 
having authority to administer oaths, to support the 
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fJo:qstitution .of .the United S.tates and of this Common
wealth, and fo perform the d11ties, of his office with :fidel~ 
ity., A copy of such oath ~r a:ffifmation sp~ll, within te1i 
cluyi:; ther(;la~ter, .be .filed with the townsh1p sec:i;e1;ary. 

Section 502. Bonds.-When any officer or empioy~ 
of any township is required to give bond for the faithful 
performance 0£ his duties, and suqh .bond is requireq .1;o 
be.executed by a surety company, the township mity pay 
the premium on such bond. . , . 

Section 503. Penalty for Failure to Perform Du7 
ties.r-If. any township officer refuses or neglects to per
~orm his duties, the court of . quarter sessions, upon 
complaint in writing by twenty-five citizens, owners of 
real estate residing in. ,the township . or district, may 
issue a rule upon such officer to show cause why his 
office .should not . be declared vacant and another ap
pointed in.his stead. Such rule shall be made returnable 
not less.than two weeks from its date of.issue. Upon 
hearing,. and proof that the facts alleged in the com~ 
plaint are true, the court may declare the office vacant 
and appoint another in his stead, to hold office during 
the term of the officer deposed. 

Section 504 .. Road Complaints.-If such complaint 
shall allege that the public roads and highways of any 
township are not maintained in accordance with law, the 
court may appoint three persons, who shallexamine said 
highways and report to the court their findings. In all 
Ruch cases the complainants shall first enter security;.in 
such sum as the court may fix, to pay all costs. 

(b) Township Supervisors, Township s'uperintendep.t, 
and Roadmasters 

Section 510. Supervision of Road .Affairs.-The gen
eral supervision of road affairs in every township sl;lall 
be in the hands of three qualified electors of the town
ship, who shall be styled township supervisors. 

Section 511. Organization Meeting; Appointment of 
Secretary and Treasurer.-The supervisors of each town
ship shall meet, at a convenient time and place, on the 
first Monday in January of each year. The township 
supervisors shall organize as a board by electing one of 
their number as chairman. The board shall appoint a 
treasurer and a secretary, who shall be the same person, 
and who may or may not be a member of the board, ex
cept where the board selects a trust company or a bank
ing institution to act as treasurer, in which case it may 
elect an individual as secretary. 

Section 512. Monthly Meetings; Quorum, Rent and 
E;x.penses.-The township supervisors shall meet for the 
transaction of business at least once each month, at a 
time and place to be fixed by the board, but they shall 
not be paid for more than sixteen meetings in any one 
year. Two members shall constitute a quorum. Neces-
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sary expenses incurred in such meetings, including offi.ae 
rent, stationery, light and fuel, shall be paid out of the 
township road funds. 
· · Section 513. ·Minutes and Records.-The board of 

township supervisors shall keep minutes of its proceed
ings, and such other books as they may :find necessary in 
the performance of their duties. .An• such books shall 
be open for the inspection of any taxpayer or any repre
sentative of the Department of Highways at &11 reason
able times, and shall ·be submitted to the township 
auditors when they meet to audit the accounts of the 
treasurer and other township officers. The· township 
supervisors shall deliver such books, papers, and ac
counts to their ·successors. 

Section '514. Road Districts; Superintendents and 
Roadmasters.~The board of township supervisors, im
mediately after their organization, shall divide the town
ship into one or more road districts. They shall employ 
a •superintendent f91' the entire township or a roadmas
ter for each district. Township supervisors may require 
such superintendents •or roadmasters ·to give bond,· with 
approved security, for the faithful performance of their 
duties. The superintendent or roadmasters· shall be 
subject to removal by the board of supervisors. The 
supervisors shall fix the wages to be paid, either per 
hour, per day. per week, semi-monthly or monthly, to 
the superintendent or roadmasters and laborers ·for 
work on the roads and bridges. · · 

This section shall not prohil)it the township supervisors 
from being employed as superintendents or roadrriasters. 
In such case they shall not be required to employ a 
~uperintendent or roadniasters. 

No roadmaster or superintendent shall be the husband, 
father, brother, son, stepson, father-in-law or son-in-law 
of a township supervisor. 

Two or more fownships may join and appoint the 
~ame person as ·superintendent. · 

Section 515. Compensation of Supervisors.-Super
Yisors shall receiYe from the township road funds, as 
compensation, not less than two dollars and fifty cents 
nor more than fonr dollars for each meeting which they 
attend. The amount of tlie compensation for attend
ing meetings shall be determined by the township audi
tors. The township auditors shall also allow to the 
supervisors reasonable compensation for making a semi
annual inspection of the roads and bridges. The com
pensation of supervisors, when overseeing or working on 
roads, shall be fixed by the township auditors, and shall 
be not less than three nor more than six dollars per day; 
but no supervisor shall receive oompensation as a super
intendent or roadmaster for any day he receives com
pensation for attending a meeting of supervisors, unless 
such meeting is held during the nighttime. 

St'ctibn 516. Powers and Duties of Supervisors, 
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Township Superintendents, and Roadmasters.-The 
township supervisors, or the supervisors acting as super
intendent or roadmasters, shall-

( a) Have the general care and superintendence of the 
improvement of the highways and bridges in the town
ship, except as otherwise specially provided. 

(b) Cause such highways and bridges to be kept in 
repair and reasonably free from all obstructions, and 
give the necessary directions therefor. 

(c) Inspect all highways and bridges during the 
months -0f April and October of each year. 

(d) Divide the township into as many sections as may 
be necessary for the maintenance and repair of the high
ways and the opening of highways obstructed by snow. 

(e) Employ or hire such persons, teams and imple
ments as may be necessary for the maintenance and re
pair of highways and bridges, and the removal of ob
structions caused by snow, and provide for the organiza
tion and supervision of the persons so employed, and 
work on the roads themselves when directed to do so by 
the board of supervisors. Records shall be kept, and 
reports made and filed, giving the names of pel'S-Ons em
ployed, including supervisors, superintendent or road
masters, dates on which work was done, with compensa
tion paid to each person and the capacity in which he is 
employed. 

(f) Construct and keep in repair all sluices and cul
verts, and keep the waterways, bridges and culverts open. 

(g) Cause loose stones lying in the beaten track of 
every highway to be removed. Stones so removed shall 
be conveyed to some place from which they will not work 
back or be brought back into the track by other imple
ments used in repairing or maintaining such highways. 

(h) Attend road meetings and conventions when di
rected to do so by the board of supervisors. 

(i) Perform such other duties and have such other 
powers as may be imposed or conferred by law or the 
rules and regulations of the Department of Highways. 

The roadmasters or superintendent or supervisors, 
acting in either capacity, shall-

(j) Report monthly to the board of supervisors, which 
report shall contain the matter in the form to be pre
scribed by the Department of Highways. 

(k) Inspect all highways and bridges at such times 
as the township supervisors shall direct, except during 
the months of April and October. 

(1) When authorized to do so by general or special 
order of the township supervisors, to do or cause to be 
done all work necessary to carry out the responsibilities 
imposed upon the township supervisors by sub-sections 
(a), (b), (e), (f), (g) and (i) of this section. 

Section 517. Road Contracts.-The board of town
ship supervisors may make a contract for the improve
ment and keeping in repair of not more than ten miles 
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of road. No such contract shall extend over a period 
of more than four years, nor shall it be given unless ap
proved of and signed by at least two members of the 
board of township supervisors. Every contractor for 
road work shall give bond for the amount of such con
tract, and sign specifications furnished by the township 
supervisors for the building and care of such contract 
roads. 

Section 518. Annual Reports to State Department of 
Highways.-The board of township supervisors shall 
annually, on or before the first day of February in each 
year, make a sworn statement to the State Department 
of Highways, on blanks furnished to them by the depart
ment, of the whole amount of tax levied during the 
preceding year for road purposes, and the total amount 
of road taxes collected during the year. They shall 
specify in such report the amount expended for main
tenance or repairs of roads, for opening and building 
new roads and for macadamizing or otherwise perma
nently improving roads, the number of miles of roads 
thus made, and the total number of miles of township 
roads in the township. Such report shall also contain 
the names and addresses of the chairman, members, and 
secretary and treasurer -0f the board, and such other mat
ters and things as the State Department of Highways 
may require. 

Section 519. Applications for County Road Aid.
Whenever the owners of the majority of the assessed 
valuation of real property within any township desire 
any principal road or highway within the township to 
be improved and maintained at the joint expense of 
the county and township, they may petition the super
visors of the township for said improvement, and require 
them to make application to the county commissioners 
for such improvement and maintenance in accordance 
with the provisions of existing law. 

In all cases where the township supervisors refuse to 
act upon, or unduly delay action on, any petition for 
the improvement and maintenance of any road or high
way, as herein provided, any citizen taxpayer of the 
township or county may, by petition, present the facts 
of the matter to the court of quarter sessions, requesting 
the court to order such action thereon as the case may 
require. If after due hearing had before said court it 
shall appear that the truth of the matters alleged in the 
petition are sustained, the court shall make an order 
directing the township supervisors to forthwith act upon 
said application or applications, and that the said appli
cation or petition for the improvement be forthwith 
forwarded to the county commissioners. 

Section 520. Penalty; Interest in Contracts and 
Purchases.-It is unlawful for any township supervisor, 
superintendent, or roadmaster to be interested, directly 
or indirectly, in any purchase made or contract relating 
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to roads and bridges, excet>t as provided for in this act, 
or to furnish any materials therefor. Any such person 
knowingly violating the provisions of this section. shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon conviction thereof, 
any such person shall 'be sentenced to pay a fine· not 
exceeding five hundred dollars ($500), or to· be· im" 
prisoned for a term not exceeding six; months, or both, 
and shall forfeit his office. 

Section 521. Penalty; Violation of Act Generally.
Any township supervisor, township superintendent, 
roadmaster, ·or contractor, employed to work on ·the 
roads; bridges, and highways of any township, who shall 
violate any of the provisions of this act, other than those 
for the violation of which specific penalties are provided, 
or who shall fail, neglect, or refuse to carry ·out the 
provisions· of this act; shall, upon conviction in a sum
mary proceeding, be sentenced to pay. a fine of not in.ore 
than fifty dollars. All such fines shall be paid to the 
township treruiurer .for the use of the road fund. 

( c) Township Treasurer 

Section .530. Bond.-The treasurer appointed by' th~ 
boar.d of township superviso:r;s, if an in<;lividual, shall 
give bond, with .at Jeast two sufficient sureties or a surety 
company to be approved by the auditors of the township, 
conditioned that the treasurer shall well and truly ac
count for and pay over all moneys collected or re~eived 
for the township, and all moneys paid by th.e State and 
received by him, only upon a. written orde:r; $igned by 
two members of the board of super'Visors; for the de
livery to his successor in office of all books, papers, .and 
documents; for the payment to him of any balanc~ of 
money belonging to the township that may remain in his 
hap.ds; and . for the faithful performance of the duties 
of his office. 

Seetion 531. Compensation.-The township treasurer 
shall receive, as compensation for his services, a certain 
percentage on all moneys received and paid by. him, 
which rate shall be settled by the supervisors of the 
townships, with the approbation of the township. audi
tors. 

In no case shall the combined amount paid to the sec
retary and treasurer exceed two per centum of the 
money paid out by the treasurer, except when the 
amount would be less than ten dollars ($10.00); and the 
calculation of such maximum compensation shall not in
clude any percentage upon money paid out by the treas
urer for the repayment of loans, notes, certificates, or 
other evidences of indebtedness, or other borrowed 
moneys. 

Section 532. Dutics.-The township treasurer shall 
receive all moneys due the township and deposit the 
same promptly upon receipt thereof in a bank, banking 
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institution, or trust company in the nal!e of the town
ship. · He shall keep distinct accounts of .. ~ll sums ·re
ceived from taxes and other sources, which a.ccounts 
shall at all times be open to the inspection of the sU.Plil'.
visors of .the township. He shall pay out all moneys 
received by him only .on orders. drawn by the super
visors . of the township. . All orders shall be on blanks 
prepared and furnished by the., State Department of 
Highways. He shall. annually state his accounts, and 
lay the same, together with .the vouchers, before the 
township auditor.a for settlement. 

Section 533. Use of Special Funds; PeJ;1.alty.
Whenever any moneys are collected in or received , by 
any township for any special purpose,. and are paid.in.to 
the hands of the treasurer of such township, it shall be 
unlawful £or suc:Q treasurer to apply .such. mone:y:a, or 
any part thereof, to any purpose other than that for 
which such moneys were colle.cted. Every such, misap
plication shall be a misdemeanor. . Upon convfotion, of 
such offense, the treasurer shall be punished bi a. fine 
of not less than the amount so misapplied, or by im
prisonment for not less than three months and not more 
than one year. 

Section 534. Penalty for Failure to Perform Duties. 
_:.If· any township treasurer· shall neglect or refuse to 
perform any of the duties of his· office, upon conviction 
in a summary proceeding, he shall be fined in a sum not 
exceeding one hundred dollars, and shall be disqualified 
from holding the office. 

Section 535. · Depositories of Township Funds.-The 
to\vnship supervisors may, on the first Monday of Janu
ary of each year, or as soon thereafter as is practicable, 
designate, by resolution, a depository or depositories for 
township funds. Such designation shall be valid for a 
period of one year or until such time as another de
pository or other depositories shall· be designated· by 
similar action of the township supervisors. · · 

Such depository or depositories shall be banks, bank
ing institutions, or trust companies located in the Com
monwealth. 

The township treasurer shall, upon the designation and 
qualification of such depository or depositories, imm<'
diately transfer thereto the township funds, and shall 
thereafter keep such deposits solely in such depository 
or depositories in the name of the township. 

No township treasurer, complying with the provisions 
of this section, nor his surety or sureties, shall be charge
able with losses of township funds caused by the failure 
or negligence of such depository or depositories. 

( d) Township Secretary 

Section 540. Duties and Compen.sation.-The secre
tary in each township shall be clerk to the board "f 
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supervisors. He shall keep a record of the proceedings 
of said officers, and shall receive such compensation 
therefor as shall be fixed by the township auditors. . The 
combined amount paid to the secretary and treasurer 
shall not exceed two per centum of the money paid out 
by the treasurer, except where the same would amount 
to less than ten dollars ($10.00) ; and the calculation 
of such maximum compensation shall not include any 
percentage upon moneys paid out by the treasurer for 
the repayment of loans, notes, certificates, or other evi
dences of indebtedness, or other borrowed moneys. 

Section 541. Books Furnished by Department of 
Highways.-The secretary shall provide a suitable book 
or books for the purpose of entering therein all matters 
of which he is required to keep a record. Such books 
shall be furnished by the State Department of High
ways. 

Section 542. Books Open to Inspection-The minute 
book and other records and documents of every town
ship shall be open to the inspection of any taxpayer 
thereof, his, her or its agent, upon request therefor. 

(e) Township Auditors 

Section 545. Meeting; Duties; Quorum; Surcharges; 
Compensation.-The auditors of townships shall meet 
annually, on the day following the day which is fixed by 
this act for organization of the township supervisors; 
and shall audit, settle, and adjust the accounts of the 
supervisors, superintendents, roadmasters, treasurer, 
and tax collector of the township. Two auditors shall 
constitute a quorum . 

.Any officer, whose act or neglect has contributed to 
the financial loss of any township, shall be surcharged 
by the auditors with the amount of such loss. 

Each auditor shall receive five dollars per diem for 
each day necessarily employed in the duties of his office, 
to be paid out of the funds of the township. 

Section 546. Subprenas; Oaths; Perjury.-The au
ditors of each township may issue subpcenas to obtain 
the attendance of the officers whose accounts they are 
required to adjust, their executors and administrators, 
and of any persons whom it may be necessary to ex
amine as witnesses, and to compel their attendance, by 
attachment, in like manner as any court of common pleas 
may in cases pending before them, and may also com
pel the production of all books, vouchers, and papers 
relative to such accounts. Such subprena and attach
ment shall be issued by a justice of the peace and be 
served by a constable or auditor of the township. 

The auditors of each township may administer oaths 
and affirmations to all persons brought or appearing be
fore them, whether accountants, witnesses, or otherwise. 
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All persons guilty of swearing or affirming falsely on 
such examination shall be guilty of perjury. 

Section 547. Completion, Publication and Filing of 
Auditors' Statement.-The auditors shall complete their 
audit, settlement, and adjustment within as short a time 
as possible. They shall, within ten days thereafter, pub
lish, by advertisement in at least one newspaper of gen
eral circulation printed in the township or county, or by 
posting at least five copies in public places in the town
ship, a concise itemized statement of the receipts and 
expenditures of the several officers for the preceding 
fiscal year. They shall also, within ten days thereafter, 
file a copy of such statement with the secretary, and 
another copy of such statement with the clerk of the 
court of quarter sessions. When any two offices are ex
ercised by the same person, only one statement shall be 
required. 

Section 548. Cancelling Orders.-The auditors shall 
cancel all orders and vouchers presented to them, which 
they find have been paid, by writing the word ''audited'' 
on the face thereof. 

Section 549. Penalty for Failure to Perform Duty.
Any auditor neglecting or refusing to comply with the 
preceding provisions of this article shall pay a penalty 
of one hundred dollars, to be recovered by summary pro
ceeding, upon the complaint of any taxpayer. Any pen
alty recovered shall be paid into the treasury of the 
township. 

Section 550. Employment and Compensation of At
torney.-The auditors, in case of a disagreement with 
any officials or board of officials whose accounts they are 
required to audit, may employ an attorney. Such attor
ney shall not be employed until reasonable effort to reach 
an agreement has been made, and only after notice of 
their intention so to do has been given to said official or 
board of officials. The compensation for such attorney 
shall be fixed by the auditors, and shall not exceed the 
sum of ten dollars per day, nor total in any case more 
than thirty dollars, unless when an appeal is taken to 
the court, in which case the court shall fix the additional 
compensation for the attorney. The compensation for 
said attorney shall be paid out of the township treasury 
by a warrant drawn by the auditors upon the treasurer 
of the township. 

Section 551. Balances Due to Be Entered as Judg
ments.-Any balance, in any report of the auditors, 
against any officer of the township shall constitute a 
surcharge against such officer, as fully as if expressly 
stated in said report to be a surcharge, and the amount 
of any balance, and of any express surcharge, if unap
pealed from within thirty days. shall be entered by the 
prothonotary as a judgment against such officer and in 
favor of the township. The auditors shall direct the 
clerk of the court of quarter sessions to certify the 
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;-unount of every balance or 1>urcharge ~o:ntah1ed. il). any 
such report, from w:Pich no. appeal has been ta~en, to t~e 
court of common pleiia for entry thereof by, th~ pro-
thoJwtary as,.a judgment; , . . . , 
. . Section 552. Collection of Surcharge and Charges by 
Taxpayers; ,Bond.-Any auditor or taxpayer of .the 
township may enforce the collection thereof for the 
benefit of the township, by action or execution, upon fil~ 
ing in the .court of common. pleas a bond (in the case of 
a. taxpayer), with one or more sureties, conditioned 'o 
indemnify the township from all costs which may accrue 
in the proceedings undertaken by such taxpayer, sub~ 
ject, however, to all righti of appeal from the report of 
au¢litors hereinafter granted. . , · 

Section 553. Appeals from Report . ..,-The township, 
or any taxpayer thereof on its behalf, or any officer 
whose account is settled or audited by the township au
ditors, m:aY appeal from any settlement or audit .of the 
township auditors. ~o the court of common pleas within 
thirty days after the settlement has been filed ,in the 
court of quarter sessions. · . 

Section 55f. Taxpayer's .Appeal; Bond.-No appeal 
by a taxpayer or ofllGer shall be allowed unless the ap
pellant shall enter into recognizance to prosecu~e the 
same with effect, and to pay all costs accruing' thereon, 
in case, if the appellant be a taxpayer, he .shall fail to 
obtain a final decision more favorable to the township 
than that awarded by the auditors, or, in case the ap~ 
pellant be an officer, he shall fail to obtain a final deci
sion more favorable to the officer than that awarded by 
the si.uditors. · 

Section 555. Intervention by Taxpayers; Bond.
Whenever an appeal has been taken from the report of 
the auditors by the township, or by any person charged 
or surcharged in such report with any sum of money, 
any taxpayer of the township may intervene in such 
appeal, and either prosecute the same on its behalf., or 
defend it against the appeal of the person f?O charged. 
No taxpayer shall intervene unless he shall file in the 
court of common pleas a bond, with one or more suffi
cient sureties, conditioned to indemnify the township 
against all costs accruing by reason of such intervention. 

Section 556. Consolidation of Appeals.-When more 
than one appeal from the report of the auditors is 
taken, whether by the township, an officer or officers 
thereof, or by a taxpayer or taxpayers, the court shall, 
upon petition of any party interested, direct the sev~ral 
appeals to be disposed of in a single proceeding. 

Section 557. Testimony and Argument.-Any per
son interested may order the appeal upon the argument 
list, and evidence may be taken before any person au
thorized to administer oaths, upon rule for that purpose 
~erved upon the opposite party. 

Section 558. Framed l!!Sues.-Whenever any matter 

., 

" 



SESBlON 0.1!1 1933. 

of fact is in dispute, the court of common pleas is au
thorized to frame an issue for the trial thereof. 
· Section 559. Report; Prima Facie Evidence; B'ur
den of Proof.-The accounts of the officer' or officers in 
question may be investigated de novo. The figures and 
facts found and stated by the auditors in their report 
of audit shall be taken as prima facie correct as against 
any such officer, and the burden shall be upon each offi
cer, whose accounts are in question, to establish the va
lidity of the credits which he claims. 

Section 560. Findings; Judgment.-After hearing, 
the court shall file its finding of fact and law, and enter 
judgment in accordance therewith, and the judgment so 
entered may be enforced by any appropriate proceed
ings by the party prevailing. 

Section 561. Costs.-In all cases of appeal from the 
i' report or audit of township auditors to the court of 

;. common pleas, the costs shall abide the event of the suit 
· as in other cases. 
1
1 Section 562. Appeals from Lower Courts.-Any per

/ son interested may except to the rulings of the court, 
i and may appeal therefrom to the Superior or Supreme 

Court as in other cases. 
) Section 563. Counsel Fees.-When an appeal is taken 

from the township auditors' report or settlement of the 
.' account of any township officer, and such appeal re
> sults favorably to the appellants in such a manner that 
i money is recovered for any township, the court hearing 
{ such appeal shall make an order to pay a counsel fee, 

which it deems just and reasonable to the counsel repre
senting such appeal, out of the funds so recovered. 

(f) Tax Collector 

Section 570. Powers, Duties and Liabilities.-The tax 
1 collector of townships shall collect all county, township, 
. school, poor and other taxes levied within townships by 
authorities empowered to levy taxes. He shall, in addi
tion to the powers, duties and responsibilities enumer
ated in this act, have all the powers, perform all the 

) · duties, be subject to all the obligations and responsibili
ties, as are now vested in, conferred upon, or imposed 
upon, collectors of the several classes of taxes hereinbe
fore mentioned. 

Section 571. Oath and Bond.-The collector of taxes 
of townships shall, before he enters upon the duties of 

1 his office, take and subscribe an oath of office and :file the 
same in the office of the court of quarter sessions, and 

.1 shall annually enter into a bond to the Commonwealth, 
in not more than the amount of taxes charged and as

\ sessed in the duplicates, with at least two sufficient 
{ sureties or one bonding company. The bond shall be 
· approved by the court of quarter sessions and shall be 

filed in the office of the clerk of said court. The condi-
5 
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tiQn of the bond shall be that .the collector shall well ~d, 
truly pay over Qr 11ccount for the whole amount of :taxea, 
charged and assessed -in the duplicates which shall be 
delivered to him. This bond does not cover the. collectiqn,, 
and payment .over o~ school taxes. Where the county. 
treasurer is appointec;L:as tax ~ollector, if the condition, 
of. his bond as county treasµrer Q.oes not secure the pay
ment over an'1 accounting o:f moneys othe.;r than county 
moneys, the co1.1n ty commis:;;ioners shall fix the amount 
of the special bond tQ 11~ given by the county treasurer, 
for.payment over and accounting of other than county 
taxes. 

( g) Aseeasor 'i' 

Section 575. The assessors of towns~ips shall have all 
the powers, perform all the duties, be subject to all the 
obligations and responsibilities, and receive the com. 
pemiation ·as is provided for by existing laws relating to . 
taxation. \. 

' 
(h) Township Solicitor 

Section 580. Election.-The board of supervisors, on 
the first Monday of January .in any yeal', or as soon 
thereafter as practicable, may elect, by a vote of a 
majority of the members, and fix the' compensation of 
one per~n learned in the law, who shall be styled the 
townshitf'solicitor, and who shall serve fo:r the term of 
one year. 

Section 5Bl. Solicitor to Have Control of Law Mat
ters.-The law matters of the township shall be· ·under 
superintendence, 'discretion,· 'and control of the tovirn
ship solicitor, and no official or official body of the 
township, except as herein otherwise provided, shall 
employ an additional counsel without th~ assentor rati
:fi.catio.n, of the board of supervisors. 

I 
\. 

Section 582. Duties of . Solicitor.-The township 
soli4itol'. .shall prepare such bonds, obligations, contractli, 
lea&~s, conveyances and assurances to which the town- ( 
ship may be a party, as may be directed by resolution; 
he shall commence and prosecute all actions brought by . ., 
the township for or .on account of any of the estates, 
rights, trusts, privileges, claims, or demands, as well as 
defend all actions or suits against the township, or any 
officer thereof, wherein or whereby any of the estates, 
righ~ privileges, trusts, ordinances, or accounts, of the 
township, may be brought in question before any court 
in tjie Commonwealth, and shall do every prof eSJSional 
act incident to the office which he may be autho.rized or 
required to do by the board of supervisors or by any 
resolution. He shall, whenever required, furnish the 
board of supervisoi;s, or any of them, with his opinion in 
writing upon any question of law which may be sub
mitted by any of them in their official capacities. 
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(i) Township Engineer 

Section 585~ Election of Township Engirni~.-Thc 
township supervisors may, at any time, appoint;. by a. 
vote of a majority of them, . a "township engineer who 
shall 'be a registered; civil engineer and :fix his c1omp~nsa7 . 
tion. · .. , · 

Section 586. Duties; . Preparation' :o~ Plans:~1'h~1 
tO"«Tnship engineer shall perform such duties as the t6}';n· 
ship supervisors shall prescribe as to the coblltrnct1~'.Q,. 
reconstrucrtio,n, maintenance and repair of al). streei;.s, 
roads, pavements, Mwers, bridges, culverts, and other 
engineering work. He shall prepare plans, specificatiOns 
and estimates of all such work undertaken by su~h town
ship, and shall, whenever required, furnish ~he town~ ' 
ship supervisors with reports, information 'or e'stimates 
on ·any township engineering work,· o'r on questfons sul/:.:' 

' mitted by any of them in their officiaf capaci(r: · "' 
Section 587. Certificate of Commencement and yf 

Completion of Municipal Improvemebts.-Where'. 'a 
township engineer is employed, he shall, immediately 
after the completion of any municipal improvement, the. 
cost of which, in whole or in part, is to be paid by the' 
owners of the abutting property, make certificate 1n 
which he shall state the day or time on which tne par
ticular improvement was completed,· and shall file. the 
same with the township secretary, who' sh'!ill entef 't'he 
said day or time of completion in a book to be kept by · 
him for said purposes; and the said day or time men
tioned in said certificate shall be conclusive on all parties 
as to the time the said work was completed. The time 
of completion of the work, referred to in this section and 
in other parts of this act, shall be taken tq mean the 
time of the cotnpletion of the whole contract for the im~ 
provement. He shall also furni&h to the to~hip secre
tary a certificate showing the time at which any such 
particular improvement was commenced, and such cer
tificates shall be conclusive evidence of the time when 
the said improvement was begun; and an entry of such 
date shall be 'made by said secretary in the book afore
said. 

I , .. 
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(j) Township Police 

Section 590. Petition for Appointment of Police.
UpQn the petition of not less than twenty-five taxpayers 
of any township, or of two or more adjacent .townships, 
to the court of quarter sessions, representing that the 
safety of the citizens and the security of property makes 
it necessary for the appointment of one or more electors, 
who shall be residents of the county of which the said 
township or townships are a part, to act. as policem&n, 
the court shall consider said petition, and, if sat.is&d · 
of the reasonableness and propriety of said application, 
shall direct the supervisors of said township to appoint 
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one or more qualified electors, who shall be residents of 
the county of which the said township or townships are 
a part, to act as policemen, and to serve at the will of 
said supervisors. • 

The court shall fix the number of policemen, the com
pensation of such policemen, and shall limit the term 
of service of said policemen as it may deem proper. 
Where such policemen are appointed for two or more 
townships, the court shall fix the amount of compensation 
which shall be paid by each of such townships. Such 
compensation shall be paid from township funds. 

Section 591. Powers.-Each policeman so appointed 
shall possess and exercise all the powers of policemen of 
cities of this Commonwealth. 

The keepers or persons in charge of jails, lockups, 
or station houses shall receive all persons arrested by 
such policemen for the commission of any offense against 
the laws of this Commonwealth within said township. 

Section 592. Shield.-Each policeman, when on duty, 
shall wear a shield or badge with the words "township 
police" and the name of the township or townships for 
which he was appointed inscribed thereon. 

Section 593. Equipment.-The township supervisors 
may, with the approval of the court, provide such 
policeman with a uniform and equipment and for means 
of transportation and the maintenance of the same, the 
cost thereof to be paid out of the funds of the township 
or townships. 

Section 594. Certain Compensation Prohibited.-It 
shall not be lawful for any township policeman to 
charge or accept any fee or other compensation in ad
dition to the salary paid to him as a policeman for any 
service rendered or performed by him pertaining to his 
office or duties, except public rewards and the legal mile
age allowed to constables for traveling expenses. 

ARTICLE VI 

STATE AND COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS 

(a) County Associations 
Section 601. County .Associations of Supervisors.

County associations of township supervisors, auditors, 
and other persons officially charged with the construc
tion and maintenance of the public roads or streets, 
may be formed. Such associations, when formed, shall 
hold annual or semi-annual conventions at the county 
seats of the respective counties, or some other suitable 
place within the county, for the purpose of considering 
and discussing questions and subjects pertaining to the 
best methods for the construction, improvement, and 
maintenance of the public highways and bridges. 

Section 602. Who to Attend; Compensation and 
Mileage.-The supervisors of townships, auditors, and 
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the secretary of the board of township supervisors, when 
not a member of the board, shall attend such conventions 
whenever p-0ssible. Each township supervisor, auditor, 
and secretary attending such convention shall receive a 
certificate, signed by the presiding officer and acting 
secretary of the convention, attesting his presence at the 
convention. Such certificate shall entitle him to collect 
from the township treasurer the sum of three dollars 
per day for each day's attendance, and mileage at the · 
rate of four cents per mile traveled, to be computed by 
the route usually traveled from his place of residenee to 
the place where the convention is held. No township 
supervisor, auditor, or secretary shall be paid for more 
than two days' attendance in any one year. 

Section 603. Officers of County Association.-The 
officers of the association shall consist of a president, 
two vice-presidents, a secretary, and a treasurer, none 
of whom shall be interested directly or indirectly in the 
promotion or sale of road material and equipment, and 
all of whom, except the secretary, shall be members of the 
association, and shall hold office for one year or until 
their successors are chosen. If desirable, the secretary 
may be a person not a regular member of the associa
tion, and may be paid for his service such compensation, 
not exceeding ten dollars per annum, as the other of
&ers may determine. Every township supervisor and 
auditor attending such convention may vote in the elec
tion of officers. 

Section 604. County to Pay Expenses.-The county 
treasurer shall, on warrants of the county commissioners, 
pay to the treasurer of such association, from the county 
funds, the necessary expenses incurred for the holding 
of such annual or semi-annual convention, including the 
necessary expenses of the secretary. The total sum thus 
paid by any county shall not exceed one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars a year. 

Within thirty days after every such convention, the 
treasurer of such association shall file with the county 
commissioners an itemized statement, under oath, show
ing when and where such convention was held, the num
ber of township supervisors, auditors, and township 
secretaries present, and all the expenses connected with 
such convention, together with proper voucher for all 
such expenses, and no payment shall be made to the 
treasurer of such association until he has presented to 
the county commissioners an itemized and verified state
ment of expenses. 

(b) State Association 

Section 610. State Association Authorized.-The 
formation of a State association of township supervisors 
is hereby authorized. The association shall hold annual 
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·meetings,-· at B11Ch time and place within the Common
wealth as it may designate, for the purpose of discus
sing various questions and subjoots pertaining to the 
duties of township supervisors, and for the purpose of 
devising .. uniform, economical and efficient methods of 
administering the affairs of townships. · 
· Section 611. Delegates.~Each county' assooiation of 

township supervisors shall elect one township supervisor 
for each ten townships, or fraction thereof, within said 
county, as a delegate to each annual meeting of said 
State association. 

Section 612. EKpenses and Mileage.-The expenses 
of the delegates· attending the annual meeting shall not 
exceed six doilars per day for eatlh delegate for not 
zµore than three days, together. with the actual mileage 
at the prevailing rate of railroad fare, and shall be .paid 
by ~he respective county assooiations. 
. Section 613. Limit on Meeting Expenses.-The ex
p~;uses of the annual meeting, including expenses of 
committees, printing, and stenographers, shall be paid 
pro-rata by the respective county a~ociations, and shall 
not exceed :fifteen dollars for each county association. 

Section 6'14 .. Itemized Statement Filed with County 
Treasurer.-Within thirzy days after each annual meet
ing Qf :the. S~te association, the .treasurer of the re
spective county .a.1sociation sh!lll file, with the county 
commissioners, an ,itemized statement, under oath, set
ting forth where and when the annual meeting of the 
State association was held, the number of delegates from 
the respective association in attendance and the ex
penditures due from the county association for such an
nual meeting, arid the county commissioners shall draw 
their warrant on the county trea~urer and pay to the 
tre~surer of the respective county association, out of the 
~aunty funds, the amount expended by the county asso
ciation under the provisions of this subdivision.: Provid
ed, however, That in all counties having controllers said 
accounts shall be audited by the controller. 

ARTICLE VII 

GENERAL Powms 

Section 701. Suits; Property.-Townships of the 
second class may-

!. Sue and be sued by the name of the townships 
of ......................... ; 

II. Purchase, hold, lease, let and convey such real 
and personal estate as the purposes of the townships 
shall require. Such real and personal estate shall be 
taken and held only for the benefit of the inhabitants 
of the . township, and for such objects and purposes as 
town.ship rates and levies are authorited by law to be 
laid for. · 
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Section 702. Supervisors to E1'.ercise Powers.-The 
corporate powers of townships of the second class shall 
be exercised by the township· supervisors. They shall 
have power- · · 

I. Lighting. To light· ftlid illuminate th~ streets, 
highways, and other public jlaces of the town~hip 'with 
electric light, gas; or other ill<nminating medium; and to 
provide for defraying the cost, ·charges and expenses 
thereof; and, for such purposes, to enter into contracts 
or agreements with ·any person; copartnership, associa
tion, or corporation, for a period not exeeeding five 
years, for the purpose of securing and maintaining a 
supply of light. 

II. Contracts and Tax Levy for Lighting. On the 
petition of the owners of a majority of the lineal feet 
frontage along any street, highway, or portion thereof 
within the township, to enter into contract with electric, 
gas, or other lighting companies to light and illuminate 
said streets and highways and other public places in 
villages with electric light, gas light, or other illuminant. 

The township superviso:rs shall levy, for the main
tenance of said lights, an annual tax upon all the prop
erty, including factories and places of business, abutting 
upon th~ .said streetli·and highways, in the distriet bene
fited thereby, based upon the asaessment for co\lnty 
purposes. Such taxes shall be collected in the same 
manner as other taxes. The collector of taxes sh•U re
ceive the same commission as on the road tax. Ne 
such tax shall be levied against any farm land, l>ut 
vaca1;1t lots between bu~lt-up sections, 'lhether tilled or 
untilled, shall not be d~med to be, farm lands. .The 
township treasurer shal~; receive all such t::i.xes coll~~\ed 
fqr lighting the streets and highways, shall keep Qle 
same in a separate account, and pay -Ollt the same only 
upon orders signed by the chairman of the township 
supervisors, attested by the secretary. 'fhe treasurer 
shall make a report to the auditqrs of the township. an
nually. 

Ill. Contracts and Tax Levy for Fire Purposes. On 
the, 1petition of the owners of a majority of the lineal 
feet frontage along any highway, or portion thereof, in 
any village within the to\\)nship, to enter into contract 
with water companies for the placing of :fire hydrants, 
along said highway, for the protection oi property from 
:fi:re. : . "; ; ' 

The supervisors shall levy, for the maintenanoo. of 
such fire h~'drants and for the purchase of. hose, et cerera, 
an annual tax upon the property abutting' upon said 
highway in the district benefited thereby, ba.Sed upon 
the assessment for county purposes. Such tax shall be 
collected in the same manner as other taxes. The ®l
lector shall receive the same commission as on the .ro;f. tax. . 

The township treasurer shall receive all such "taxes 
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collected for :fire protection, and keep the same. in a 
separate account, and pay the same out only upon 
orders signed by the chairman of the board of super
visors, attested by the secretary. The treasurer shall 
make a report to the auditors of the township annually. 

I:V. Fire Protection. To appropriate moneys to fire 
companies located therein to secure fire protection for 
the inhabitants of the township. To enter into con- / 
tracts with the proper authorities of near or adjacent ·1 
cities, boroughs, or townships for the furnishing to such \ 
townships of fire protection by the :fire department of 1. 

such cities, boroughs, or townships, and to make appro· i' 
priations therefor: Provided, That such contracts be- l,, 
fore being entered into by township supervisors shall 
be first approved by the township auditors. 

V. Watering Troughs. To erect watering troughs 
along the highways, at an expense not exceeding twenty 
dollars, and to keep the same in repair. 

VI. Memorial Day Appropriations. To appropriate 
moneys for the expenses of Memorial Day services. 

'· 
' 't 
I 

) 

VII. Road Bulletins. To subscribe for not more 
than three publications-the main subject-matter of 
which pertains to good roads and road building. Such 
publication shall be for the joint use of the supervisors, 
superintendents, and roadmasters of the township. 

•. 

VIII. Garbage Regulations. To provide for the care 
and removal of ashes, garbage, and other refuse ma
terial, including the imposition and collection of reason
able fees and charges therefor. 

IX. Traffic Lights and Signals. To provide for and 
to expend township road moneys for the erection, main
tenance, and operation of traffic lights and traffic sig
nals whenever deemed necessary for the protection of 
the traveling public. 

X. Road Supplies. To purchase such timber, ma
terial, equipment, machinery, road-drags, tools, and im
plements as shall be necessary for making and repair
ing roads and bridges; to employ sufficient number of 
laborers to make and repair the same; and to lease or 
lend such machinery, road-drags, tools, and implements 
to school districts and other townships, boroughs, or 
cities ; to contract to construct, reconstruct, improve, or 
maintain driveways on lands owned or occupied by co
terminus school districts; and to contract for the con-
13truction, reconstruction, and improvement of roads 
for the township. 

XI. Appropriations for Forestry. To appropriate 
moneys from their respective treasuries to any forest 
protection association cooperating in forest work with the 
State Department of Forests and Waters, or to be ex
pended in direct cooperation with said Department of 
Forests and Waters in forest work ; and to purchase or 
take by gift any forest lands for recreational purposes. 

l! 
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XII. Nuisances. To prohibit accumulations of gar
bage and rubbish on private and public property, and the 
carrying on of any offensive manufacture or business; 
and to remove any nuisance or dangerous structure on 
public or private grounds after notice to the owner to 
do so, and, in his default, to collect the cost of such re-

/ moval, together with a penalty of ten dollars from the 
owner by summary proceedings. In the exercise of the 
powers herein conferred, the township may institute 

{ proceedings in courts of equity. 
) XIII. Insurance. To expend out of the public funds 

·; of the township such amount as may be necessary to 
.1 secure workmen's compensation insurance for its em

ployes, including volunteer firemen killed or injured 
while going to, returning from, or attending fires in 
said township or territory adjacent thereto ; to make 
contracts of insurance with any fire insurance company, 

1 duly authorized by law to transact business in the Com
\· monwealth of Pennsylvania, on any building or prop

erty owned by such township, to make contracts with 
any insurance company insuring any public liability 
of the township, and to make contracts of group in
surance for the benefit of its employes. 

XIV. .Armories. To appropriate money or convey 
land, either independently or in connection with any 
county, city, town, borough or township, to the Com
monwealth of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of as
sisting the .Armory Board of the Commonwealth of 

,' Pennsylvania in the erection of armories for the use of 
the National Guard, and to furnish water, light or fuel, 
free of cost to the Commonwealth, for use in any armory 
of the National Guard, and to do all things necessary 
to accomplish the purposes of this clause. 

XV. National Guard. To take, by right of eminent 
domain, for the purpose of appropriating to themselves, 
for the use of the National Guard of Pennsylvania, such 

, public lands, easements, and public property as may be 
· in their possession or control, and used or held by them 

for any other purpose. Such right, however, shall not be 
exercised as to any street or highway or wharf, but all 
other public easements and property may be appropri
ated and used for the purposes herein provided; any 
limitation of the use thereof by the township, either by 
donation, dedication, appropriation, statute, or other
wise, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

XVI. Acquisition of Lands to Assist Armory Board. 
To acquire, by purchase or by gift or by the right of 
eminent domain, any land for the use of the National 
Guard of Pennsylvania, and to convey such lands so ac
quired to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to assist 
the Armory Board in the erection of armories. The 
proceedings for the condemnation of lands under the 
provisions of this act, and for the assessment of dam
ages for property taken, injured, or destroyed, shall 
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be taken in the same manner as is provided by this act 
for the condemnation of lands for public purposes in 
townships. The power conferred by this clause shall 
not be exercised to take any church property, .grave~ 
yard, cemetery, Ol' a.ny dwelling house, or the curtilage 
of the same, in the actual occupancy of the owner . 

. XVII. Burial Plots of Ex"Service Men. To purchase 
plots of ground in any cemetery or burial ground for the 
interment of such deceased service men as shall here
after die within such township, or shall die beyond such 
township and shall have a legal residence within such 
township at the time of their death and whose bodies 
are entitled to be buried by the county. Such plots of 
ground shall be paid for out of the treasury of such 
township. 

XVIII. Display of Flags. To display the flag of the 
U:nited States, the Commonwealth, or of any county, 
city, borough or township on any public building of the 
township. 

XIX. Care of Memorials. To maintain and keep in 
good order and repair at the expense of the township, 
and it shall be their duty so to do, any soldiers monu• 
ment, gun or cartridge, or other similar memorials, when 
there is not in existence any person, body or organiza
tion to care for and maintain the same, and when such 
mem~rials were not erected by the government of the 
United States, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, any 
other state, or by the. commissioners of anv county; and 
to receive from persons or organizations funds for such 
purposes. 

ARTICLE VIII 

CONTRACTS 

Section 801. Power to l\fake Contracts.-Each town
ship shall have power to make such contracts as may be 
necessary for carrying into execution the provisions of 
this act. · \ 

Section 802. Letting Contracts.-All purchases of 
materials, equipment and/or machinery for the construe- 1. 

tion, reconstruction and improvement of roads and 
bridges, involving an expenditure in e~cess of two hun
dred dollars, shall. be by contract in writing. lt shall 
be unlawful for· the supervisors to evade the provisi9ns 
of this section by making two or more contractiii for ~mall 
amounts which should have been in one. If the auditors 
find there has been any such evasion, they shall refuse 
to approve the same. 

All such contracts and contracts for the. construction, 
reconstruction and improvement of roads and bridges 
shall be valid only when approved by the Department of 
Highways of the Commonwealth. · 

A. record of all purchases of material eqqipment and/ 
or machinery for road purposes, involving an expendi-
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ture of less than two hundred dollars, shall be kept by 
the supervisors and furnished to the Department of 
Highways in the annual report. . 

Section 803. Bonds for Protection of Labor and :M.a
terialmen.-It shall be the duty of every township to 
require any person, copartnership, association, or cor~ 
poration, entering into a contract with such township 
for the construction, erection, installation, completicin, 
alteration, repair of, or addition to, any public work or 
improvement of any kind whatsoever, where the amount 
of such contract is in excess of five hundred ($500) 
dollars, before commencing work under such contract, 
to execute and deliver to such township, in addition to 
any other bond which may now or hereafter be requi:l.'ed 
by law to be given in connection with such contract, an 
additional bond, for the use of any and every person, 
copartnership, association, or corporation interested, in 
a sum not less than fifty per centum (50%) and not 
more than one hundred per centum (100%) of the con
tract price, as such township may prescribe, having as 
surety thereon one or more surety companies legally. au
thorized to do· business in this Commonwealth, condi
tioned for the prompt payment of all material furnished 
and lab-OF supplied or performed in the prosecmtion of 
the work, whether or not the said material or .labOl' 
enter in and become component parts of the work or 
improvement contemplated. Such additional bond shall 
be deposited with and keld by the township for the use 
of any party interested therein. Every such additional 
bond shall provide that every person,, copartnership, as-
sociation, or corporation who, whether as subcontractor 
or otherwise, has furnished material or supplied or per
formed labor in the prosecution of the work, as above 
provided, and who has not been paid therefor, may 
sue in assumpsit on said additional bond in the name of 
the township for his, their, or its use and prosecute the 
same to final judgment for such sum or sums as may be 
justly due him, them, or it, and have execution there .. 
on: Provided, however, That the township shall not be 
liable for the payment of any costs or expense of any 
suit. 

, Section 804. Separate Specifications for Branches 
of Work.-In the preparation of specifications for the 
erection or alteration of any public building, when· the 
entire cost of such work exceeds one thousand dollars, 
the architect, engineer, or person preparing such specifi
cations sltall prepare separate specifications for the 
plumbing, heating, ventilating, and electrical work, and 
the township shall receive separate bids upon each of 
such branches of work and award the contract for the 
same to the lowest responsible bidder. 

Section 805. Workmen's Compensation Insurance. 
-All contracts executed by any township, which shall 
involTe the construction or doing of any work involving 
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the employment of labor, shall contain a provision that 
the contractor shall accept, in so far as the work covered 
by any such contract is concerned, the provisions of the 
Workmen's Compensation Act of one thousand nine 
hundred and :fifteen, and any supplements or amend
ments thereto, and that the said contractor will insure 
his liability thereunder, or file with the township with 
which the contract is made a certificate of exemption 
from insurance from the Bureau of Workmen's Com
pensation of the Department of Labor and Industry. 

Every officer of a township who shall sign, on be
half of the said township, any contract, requiring in its 
performance the employment of labor, shall require, be
fore the said contract shall be signed, proof that the said 
contractor with whom the contract is made shall have ac
cepted the Workmen's Compensation Act of one thou
sand nine hundred and fifteen, and any supplements or 
amendments thereto, and proof that the said contractor 
has insured his liability thereunder in accordance with 
the terms of the said act, or that the said contractor has 
had issued to him a certificate of exemption from in
surance from the Bureau of Workmen's Compensation 
of the Department of Labor and Industry. 

Any contract executed in violation of the provisions 
of this section shall be null and void. 

Section 806. Engineers and Architects Not to Be 
Interested in Contracts.-It shall be unlawful for any 
architect or engineer, in the employ of a township, and 
engaged in the preparation of plans, specifications, or 
estimates, to bid on any public work at any letting of 
such work in such township. 

It shall also be unlawful for the officers of a town
$hip, charged with the duty of letting any public work, 
to award a contract to any such architect or engineer 
in the employ of the township. 

It shall not be lawful for any architect or engineer 
in the employ of a township to be in any wise interested 
in any contract for public work in such township, nor 
receive any remuneration or gratuity from any person 
interested in such contract. 

Any person or persons violating these provisions, or 
any one of them, shall :forfeit his office, and shalt· be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, 
shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding :five hun
dred dollars, or to undergo imprisonment of not less 
than six months, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

ARTICLE IX 

TAXATION, FINANCE, RoAD FUND 

Section 901. Fiscal.-The :fiscal year in townships 
shall commence on the first Monday of January in each 
year. All receipts, disbursements, contracts, and pur-
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chases shall be chargeable to and entered as of record in 
the fiscal year in which made. 

Section 902. Annual Budget.-The board of town
ship supervisors of townships of the second class shall 
annually, before their organization meeting in January 
or as soon thereafter as practicable, make a written esti
mate of the amount of money required for the ensuing 
year, beginning on the :first Monday of January, which 
shall be filed with the treasurer. Such estimates, for 
the purpose of aiding the board in determining how 
much road tax to levy, shall specify: 

(a) The amount of money necessary for the mainte
nance, repair, and improvement of highways, including 
sluices; 

(b) The amount of money necessary for the repair 
and construction of culverts and bridges; 

( c) The amount of money necessary for the purchase, 
hire, repair, and custody of tools, implements, and ma
chinery; 

( d) The amount of money necessary for the payment 
of debts,. or other miscellaneous purposes. 

The supervisors may, by resolution, transfer moneys 
from one fund to another except from the fund allocated 
for the payment of debts. 

Section 9-03. Temporary Indebtedness.-Whenever 
the township highway funds have been exhausted, the 
board of supervisors may borrow, on the credit of the 
township, money in anticipation of taxes to be collected 
for the current :fiscal year or township reward to be re
ceived as shown by agreements issued, and issue a cer
tificate of indebtedness payable on a certain date not 
exceeding one year from the date of issue, to the end 
that work may be performed in proper season and in 
accordance with rules and regulations prescribed. 

Section 904. Sale of Bonds and Securities; Adver
tisements.-When any township shall borrow money and 
issue bonds or other securities therefor, except in the 
case of the giving of notes for temporary loans as may 
be authorized by law, the authorities thereof shall sell 
the same to the highest responsible bidder, after public 
notice by advertisement, once a week for three weeks, 
in at least one newspaper of general circulation pub
lished in the county in which such township shall be 
situated. No bid for such bonds or securities at less 
than their par value shall be accepted, but where bonds 
and securities shall have been heretofore or shall here
after be advertised for sale as provided in this section, 
and no bids have been received, then it shall be lawful 
for such township to sell the same at private sale for 
not less than par and accrued interest. 

Section 905. General and Special Tax Levies.-The 
board of township supervisors may, by resolution, levy 
taxes upon all property and upon all occupations, or 
upon property alone, within the township made taxable 
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for township purposes, as ascertained by the last adjust
ed valuation :for county purposes, for the purposes and 
at the rate hereinafter specified, to wit: 
,, One. An annual road tax, not later than the fourth 

Monday of March of each year, not exceeding seven 
mills except where necessary to pay existing indebted
ness and interest thereon, in which case two additional 
mills may be levied. Where the board of supervisors, 
by a majority action, shall, upon due cause shown, peti
tion the court of quarter-sessions £or the right to levy 
additional millage, the court, after such public notice 
as it may direct and after hearing, may order a greater 
rate than nine mills, but not exceeding seven additional 
mills, to be levied. Such annual road tax shall include 
all levies for road purposes and for the payment of 
bonds and certificates of indebtedness issued and all 
other debts incurred for road purposes. Not less than 
ten per centum of the annual road tax shall be set aside 
by the respective townships and used for the payment 
of existing indebtedness incurred for road purposes, for 
the payment of which indebtedness no provision ha:;i 
been made. All road tax shall be collected in cash. 

Two. A tax for the purpose of building and main
taining a lockup, after obtaining the assent of the elec
tors of the township in the manner provided in this act. 

Three. Upon the receipt of a petition of a majority 
of the owners of real estate of the township requesting 
it, an annual tax, not exceeding five mills, for the pur
pose of lighting the streets and highways, in the manner 
provided by the general powers of this act, and of de
fraying the cost, charges and expenses thereof. 

Four. An annual tax so long as necessary, not ex
ceeding fifty per centum of the rate of assessment for 
road purposes, for the purpose of procuring a lot and 
erecting a building thereon for a to"'Ilhouse, and for the 
payment of -indebtedness incurred in connection there
with : P:royided, The total indebtedness for the pay
ment of which any such tax shall be levied shall not ex
ct!ed one-half of one per centum of the assessed value of 
real estate in the township. 

Five. A tax, not exceeding two mills and not exceed
ing the amounts hereinafter limited, for the purpose of 
purchasing and maintaining fire apparatus and to pro
vide, with the assent of the electors of the township as 
hereinafter provided, a suitable place for the housing of 
the same, and to make appropriations to fire companies 
for the purchase and maintenance of fire apparatus; but 
tl1e total expenditure for the purchase of fire apparatus 
hy t11e towusl1ip, tog1.>ther with the amount of appropria
tion to one or more fire companies from such taxes, shall 
not, fnr the first fiscal year, exceed in all the sum of 
seven thousaucl fiye hnnrlred dollars; nor shall any new 
fire apparatus be thereafter purchased by the township, 
or by any fire company from appropriations made by the 
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township, without the consent of the electors: 'SS here
inafter provided; nor shall the total expenditure by the 
township, in any fiscal year, for the purpose''of main
tenance and operation, together with the appropriations 
to any one or more fire companies, ~ceed forty-five 
hundred dollars. ' 
; Whenever the assent of the electors is required' as 
hereinbefore provided, the same shall be expressed at~ an 
election to be held at the place, time, and under the same 
regulations as provided by law for the holding of mu
nicipal elections. At such election, the election officers 
shall receive ballots from the electors, which shall be 
prepared in the manner prescribed by the general elec
tion law. In receiVing and counting and in making re
turn of the votes cast, the election officers shall be gov
erned by the laws regulating municipal elections, and the 
returns shall be computed by the court as now provided 
by law for municipal elections. 

·The taxes authorized to be levied by this section shall 
be levied up.on the last adjusted valuation for. county 
purposes, which valuation shall be furnished to the town
ship supervisors by the county commissioners. If any 
further adjustment of valuation is made by· the· county 
commissioners, after any tax is so levied and before said 
tax is payable, such adjusted valuation shall be certified 
to the township supervisors and to the township collector 
of taxes by the commissioners, and the tax shall be eol
lected on the basis of such adjusted valuation. 

This article does not include the levy of any taxes 
upon particular districts or parts of any township for 
particular purposes. 

Section 906. Tax Rate to Be Expressed in Dollars 
and Cents.-Whenever the supervisors of any township 
shall, by resolution, fix the rate of taxation for any year 
at a mill rate, such resolution shall also include a state
ment expressing the rate of taxation in dollars and cents 
on each one hundred dollars of assessed valuation of tax
able property. 

Section 907. Special Levies Ordered by Court to 
Pay Debts.-In addition to the levies hereinbefore pro
vided for, when it is shown to the court of quarter ses
sions that the debts due by any township exceed the 
amount which the supervisors may collect in any year by 
taxation, the court, after ascertaining the amount of in
debtedness of any such township, may, by a writ of 
mandamus, direct the township supervisors, by special 
taxation, to collect an amount sufficient to pay the sam~. 
If the amount of such indebtedness is so large as to 
render it inadvisable to collect the same in any one year 
taking into consideration other necessary taxation, the 
court may direct the same to be levied and collected by 
annual instalments, and may order such special taxes to 
be levied nnd collected during such successive years as 
may be required for payment of the same. 
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.Section 908. Appeals to Court to Reduce Budget 
and Tax Rate.-

( a) Taxpayers whose property valuation as assessed 
for taxable purposes within the township shall amount 
to twenty-five per centum or over of the total valuation, 
as assessed for taxable purposes within the township, 
may, within fifteen days after the board of township 
supervisors have completed the formation of the budget 
and determined the amount of the tax levy for the dis
trict, petition the court of common pleas of the county 
in which such township is located to examine into the 1 
necessity therefor and the reasonableness of the various 
items in the budget of the township and to reduce the 
proposed tax levy. Each such petition shall be accom
panied by the affidavit of one of the petitioners that the 
proceedings have not been instituted for the purpose of 
delay, and that the facts set forth in the petition are 
true and correct to the best of their knowledge and be
lief. The petitioner shall also file bond in the. amount 
of five hundred dollars ($500), with good and sufficient 
surety to be approved by the court, conditioned upon the 
payment of the costs if the court shall assess the costs 
upon the petitioners. 

Immediately upon the filing of such petition, the 
petitioners shall serve a copy of the petition and the 
specifications of objections upon the president or secre
tary or the board of township supervisors. 

(b) Upon the :filing of such petition, the court shall 
:fix a day for a hearing not less than :fifteen ( 15) nor 
more than thirty (30) days after such petition has been 
filed. Notice of such hearing shall be given to all in
terested parties in such manner as the court shall direct. 
On such hearing, it shall be the duty of the court to 
examine into the necessity for and the reasonableness of 
the various items of the budget and the amount of the 
proposed levy. The court shall thereupon make an order 
approving the budget and levy or reducing or eliminat
ing any one or more of the items of the budget and re
ducing the levy. 

If no appeal shall be taken from such order as herein 
provided, the budget and levy shall remain as constituted 
by: the court. 

( c) The board of township supervisors of such town
ship, or any freeholders who shall have signed the peti
tion, may appeal to the Supreme Court within thirty 
(30) days after the entry of the order by the court of 
common pleas. Such appeal shall be taken and prose
cuted in the same manner and form and with the same 
effect as is provided in other cases of appeal to the Su
preme Court. The record, which shall be certified to the 
Supreme Court, shall contain all that was before the 
court of common pleas. 

(d) Neither the filing of any such petition, nor the 
taking of such appeal, shall act as a supersedeas. 
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However any contract, agreement, or undertaking 
which relates to or is dependent upon an item of the 
budget which has been attacked in the petition, and 
which shall be entered into by the township during the 
pendency of such proceedings, shall be subject to such 
reduction or cancellation as shall become necessary as 
the result of the order of the court of common pleas or 
the Supreme Court. 

Each levy of taxes which shall be made during the 
pendency of such proceedings shall likewise be subject 
to revision in accordance with such order. 

(e) The budget and tax levy as approved or revised 
by the court of common pleas, or, if an appeal shall have 
been taken, by the Supreme Court, shall be the budget 
and tax levy for such township. Any contract, agree
ment, or undertaking which relates to an item of the 
budget which has been attacked in the petition, and 
which shall be entered into during the pendency of such 
proceedings, shall be cancelled or made to conform to 
such budget. · 

If such final order reduces the levy, the supervisors 
shall revise the tax duplicates in conformity with such 
order. 

Seetion 909. Duplicates; Abatements and Penalties. 
-The township supervisors shall make or cause a dupli
cate to be made designating the amount of road tax 
levied against each taxpayer of the township, and also 
duplicates for all other taxes levied and assessed under 
the provisions of this act, and shall deliver the same, 
on or before the first day of May of each year, to the 
township collector, together with a warrant for the col
lection of the same, which taxes shall be collected as 
follows, namely: To all taxpayers who pay their taxes 
to the collector before June first of each year, an abate
ment of five per centum shall be made. All taxes paid 
to the collector between June first and October first of 
each year shall be paid in full; and to all taxes remain
ing unpaid on the first of October in each year, the col
lector shall add five per centum as penalty for such 
delinquency, and shall collect said penalty in addition to 
the tax levied. 

Section 910. Public Notice of Issuing Duplicate.
Where any duplicate of taxes assessed is issued and de
livered to the collector of taxes, he shall give public 
notice, as soon thereafter as conveniently can be done, 
by at least ten written or printed notices, to be posted in 
as many public places in different parts of the township. 
Such notice shall state that the duplicate has been issued 
and delivered to him. 

Section 911. Tax Notices.-Each tax collector of the 
several townships, within thirty days after receiving the 
tax duplicate, shall notify every taxable whose name 
shall appear on such duplicate. Such notice shall con
tain the rate of taxation, the valuation of the property 
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of such taxable, the occupation valuation of such tax
able, and the full amount of taxes for which said taxable 
shall 'be liable for the current year. Such notice shall 
further state that such taxes are payable, shall desig
nate a place and time when they shall be paid, and' shall 
further state the time within which an abatement of tax 
will be allowed, when full amount of tax will be cdl
lected, and when an additional percentage will be added 
as a penalty. Such notice shall be mailed to the last 
known post-office· address of each of said taxables. 

Section 912. Compensation of Tax Collector.-The 
compensation of the tax collector shall be two per centum 
on all road· and other taxes collected during the period 
a discount is allowed, and five per centum on all such 
taxes collected thereafter. 

Section 913. Accounts, Statements and Settlements 
of Tax Collector.-The tax collector shall keep correct 
accounts of all moneys collected, marking ''paid'' on 
his duplicate at the name of each taxable, with the 
amount of tax and the date on which paid. The collector 
shall, on the first day of each month, make a true state
ment in writing, to the secretary of the board of super
visors, of all taxes collec.ted during the previous month, 
giving names of taxables, and amount collected from 
each, and the total amount received. The collector shall 
pay over on the first day of each month to the treMmrer 
all moneys collected during the previous month, and take 
his receipt for same. A complete settlement of all taxes 
for each year shall be made by the collector of taxes 
with the treasurer not later than the first day of .July 
of the year succeeding the one in which the taxes are 
levied. In the settlement of such taxes, the tax collector 
shall be allowed a credit for all unpaid taxes which haw~ 
been returned or for which liens have been filed as pro
vided by law. Unless such settlement is made, the tax 
collector shall not be entitled to the duplicate for any 
succeeding· year during his term, and the supervisors 
shall appoint a tax collector in his stead to collect such 
taxes. Any tax collector who neglects or refuses to com
ply with the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced 
to pay a fine of not less than one hundred dollars, or to 
be imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year, or both. 

Section 914. Compensation of Tax Collector Paid by 
Order; E:xpenses.-The compensation due a tax col
lector for taxes colleeted and paid over to the treasurer 
t:hall be paid on order drawn by the board of super
visors, and said collector shall be paid, in the same man
ner, such actnal printing and postage expense!': as shall 
be incurred hy him in performing his duties. The 
amount of sueh expenses shall be adjusted by the boards 
of supervisors. 

Section 915. Exonrrations.-The supervisors shall at 
all times make ahatements or exonerations for uncol-
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lectible occupation taxes, mistakes, indigent persons, un
seated lands, et cetera, as to them shall appear just and 
reasonable. The township secretary shall enter in a 
book or books, to be kept for that purpose, the names 
of all persons abated or exonerated, together with the 
reason why, the amount of the tax and date when made, 
and give to the collector a certificate, directed to the 
treasurer, stating the nature of the tax and the amount 
exonerated, in order to make settlement accordingly. 

Section 9Hi. Auditors to Settle Tax Accounts.-The 
accounts of the collector of taxes shall be settled by the 
township auditors. The tax collector shall state a sepa
rate account for each different tax collected by him. 

ARTICLE X 
I 
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(a) General Provisions Relating to Eminent 
Domain 

Section 1001. Scope of Article.-Whenever under 
the provisions of this act, the right of eminent domain 
and/or the ascertainment and assessment of damages 
and benefits in viewer proceedings is provided for and 
vested in a township, the proceeding shall be as set forth 
in this article . 
. • Section 1002. Restrictions as to Certain Property.
In addition to the restrictions made by other provisions 
of this act in particular cases, no township iihall exer
cise right of eminent domain as against land now oc
cupied by any building which was used during the Co
lonial or Revolutionary period as a place of Assembly 
by the Council of the Colony of Pennsylvania, the Su
preme Executive Council of the Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania, or the Congress of the United States; or as 
against the land occupied by any fort, redoubt, or block
house, erected during the Colonial or Revolutionary 
period, or any building used as headquarters by the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army; or as 
against the site of any building, fort, redoubt, block
house, or headquarters, which are preserved for their 
historic associations and not for private profit. The 
Colonial and Revolutionary period shall be taken as 
ended on the third day of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three. 

Section 1003. Possession of Property upon Tender of 
Rond.-Whenever, in any condemnation proceedings, 
any township has tendered a bond to secure the pay
ment of damages. and tl1e same has been accepted, or, if 
the acceptance has been refused and the bond has been 
filed in and appro,'ed b;\' the court. the township shall 
have the right. to immedittte possession of the property. 
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Section 1004. Notice to Quit; Possession; Proce
dure.-!£ the owner, lessee, or occupier shall refuse to 
remove his personal property or give up possession, the 
township may serve written notice upon such owner, 
lessee, or his agent, or the. occupier, to remove his per- 1; 
sonal property and give up possession of such property ·\ 
within sixty days from the date of the service of such 
notice. \ 

If the owner, lessee, or occupier shall refuse to re
moye his personal property and give possession, upon 
proof of the service of the notice, a writ of habere 
facias possessionem shall forthwith issue, directing the 
sheriff to give to the township possession. 

Section 1005. Bond of Township Without Surety 
Sufficient.-Whenever any court shall order any town
ship to enter security for the payment of damages for 
the taking, injury, or destruction of. land, property or 1

1 

materials, by right of eminent domain, the bond of the 
township shall be taken without sureties. 

Section 1006. Value of Land Not to Be Assessed as 
Benefits; Exception.-In all cases of the appropriation 
of land for public use, other than for roads or streets, 
it shall not be lawful to assess any portion of the dam
age done to or value of the land, so appropriated, against 
the other property adjoining or in the vicinity of the 
land so appropriated. 

Section 1007. Viewers' Report.-Viewers or juries 
of view appointed by any court to assess damages and 
benefits, due to the taking, injury or destruction of pri
vate property in and by the construction or enlargement 
of any public work, highway, or improvement, shall 
make their reports within a time which the court shall 
fix when appointing them, but, if any of the viewers or 
juries of view shall, for any re~on appearing sufficient 
to the court, be unable to file its report within the period 
so fixed, the court may, either before or after the expira
tion of the time fixed, extend the time for the filing of 
such report. 

Section 1008. Plans of Properties Condemned to Be 
Furnished to Viewers.-In all proceedings to assess dam
ages for the taking, injury or destruction of private 
property for public use, the township taking, injuring 
or destroying property for said purpose shall furnish 
the board of viewers with a correct plan of all properties 
affected, showing all buildings or other structures there
on, their width, length, elevation, and cubical contents, 
names of all owners, tenants, or occupiers thereof, the 
topography of the land, and the grades and widths of all 
highways running through or abutting on said proper
ties, and all other data necessary for a proper determina
tion of the amount of damages caused by the taking, 
injury or destruction of said private property. 

Said plans shall be prepared and ready for the use 
of the viewers at their first meeting, and copies thereof 
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shall be furnished to all owners, tenants and occupiers 
of the property, and all other parties affected thereby, 
without charge. · 

Section 1009. Condemnation Petition to Specify 
Liens; Exception.-In all proceedings instituted for the 
condemnation and appropriation of land and property 
by the exercise of the right of eminent domain, except
ing proceedings to ascertain damages and benefits by 
reason of township street or sewer improvements, the 
petition for the appointment of viewers therein shall con
tain allegations specifying any judgments, mortgages or 
other claims (hereinafter designated "liens") which are 
liens upon the land and property sought to be appro
priated or condemned as aforesaid. 

Section 1010. Findings of Facts as to Liens.-Tes
timony shall be taken in said proceedings to ascertain 
the amounts of said liens and the dates of the entry of 
the same, and the amounts of said liens and the dates 
of entry thereof shall be found as facts by the viewers 
in said proceedings. Certified lists of liens, from the 
courts of the Commonwealth and the United States, 
shall be prima facie evidence of the existence, dates, 
amounts, dates of entry, and places of record, of said 
liens, and, unless modified or overcome by oral or docu
mentary evidence, shall be conclusive upon the parties 
thereto as to items just specified. 

Section 1011. Reports of Viewers as to Liens; Ap
peals; Distribution to Lien Creditors; Discharge of 
Liens.-Where it appears that liens exist as aforesaid, 
which are liens upon property sought tO be condemned 
and appropriated as aforesaid, a report of the facts 
found as aforesaid shall be made to the court having 
jurisdiction of the proceeding, which report shall be 
subject to exceptions in manner to be regulated by the 
Supreme Court, by general rule prescribed, amended, 
and published from time to time, and, upon the findings 
in relation to said liens being finally found by said court 
having jurisdiction of said proceedings, said court shall 
make an order directing the payment and distribution of 
the amount found to be payable as compensation to the 
parties entitled thereto, first to the owners of said liens, 
then to the owners of the property appropriated as afore
said: Provided, however, That the parties interested 
shall have the right of appeal from said order of distri
but.ion to the Superior or Supreme Courts of the Com
monwealth, as shall be determined by the amount dis
tributed to said parties, respectively, in manner now 
provided by law. Payment in accordance with said or
der of distribution shall absolutely discharge the party 
making said payment from all claims of whatosever 
nature by any person, firm, corporation, or claimant, as 
against said property, when the payment thereof shall 
be evidenced by a receipt of record in said proceedings; 
and in said receipt and on the record thereof, any claim-
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ant may reserve the right to pursue the owner of said 
property for any balance due upon his lien against any 
other property or assets of the said owner. 

Section 1012. Vesting Title.-Upon payment of the 
compensation for land or property appropriated as 
aforesaid, in accordance with said order of d~stribution, 
title to the land or property appropriated shall vest in 
the taker thereof in accordance with provisions of the 
law under which such appropriation is made, and all 
claims for comp~nsation shall be deemed paid and satis
fied as herein provided. 

Section 1013. Competency of Evidence as to Market 
Value of Property.-In all proceedings arising from the 
exercise of the right of eminent domain, it shall be com
petent for all witnesses called, when duly qualified, to 
state their opinion as to the market value of the property 
before the exercise of the right of eminent domain and 
as unaffected by it, and its market value immediately 
after the exercise of the right of eminent domain and 
as affected thereby: 

(a) To state, in detail and costs, all the elements of 
benefit or damage which they have taken into considera
tion in arriving at their opinion; 

(b) In arriving at their opinion as to the market 
value immediately after the exercise of the right of emi
nent domain, to add to their opinion of the market value 
before such exercise the cost or value of all the elements 
of bPnefit or advantage, and to deduct therefrom all dis
advantage or damage in order to arrive at the market 
value after such exercise of the right of eminent domain 
a"ld as affected thereby; 

( c) In all proceedings to assess damages or be;nefits 
lor the opening of any street, alley, or other highway, 
to take into consideration, as one of the elements of ad
vantage or disadvantage, the cost of street improvement. 
· In all claims for damages against a township, arising 

from the exercise of the right of eminent domain, it 
fi:hall be competent for the party or parties claiming dam
ae;es to offer in evidence, as a declaration against inter
est, the value of the property affected as assessed for the 
purpose of taxation. 

Section 1014. Proceedings Where Assessments by 
Viewers W aived.-In any proceeding to ascertain the 
damage caused to any owner of lands by reason of the 
appropriation of a right of way or easement by any town
ship, where the owner and township cannot agree upon 
the amount of damage done, the parties may, by agree
ment, waive the right to have such damages assessed, and 
the owner may file his claim in the court of common 
pleas of the county, and rule the defendant to plead 
thereto within fifteen days from the service of such rule 
upon the township, and the suit shall be proceeded with 
as if an award of viewers had been filed and an appeal 
had been taken therefrom. 

I 
f 

\ 
I 

. 
' 
" 

\ 
i 

I 
\ 
( 

\ 
\, 

l 



l 

r 

i' 
i 
/ 
I 
/ 
' ·, 
" 

) 
! 
r 

/ 

\. 
r 

r' .. 

" I 

,1' 
,I 
I 

SESSION OJP 1938. 

Either party to such an action may, on motion, have 
the jury visit and view the premises over or through 
which the proposed right of way or easement may ex
tend. 

Section 1015. Appeals in Eminent Domain Proceed
ings;. Payment of Money into Court.-In all cases of 
damages assessed against any township for property 
taken, injured or destroyed by the construction or en
largement of its works, highways, or improvements, 
whether such assessment shall have been made by view
ers, or otherwise than upon trial in court, and an appeal 
is not provided for, an appeal may be taken by either 
party to the court of common pleas of the county within 
thirty days from the filing of the report. 

Any such appeal taken shall be signed by the party 
taking the same or by his agent or attorney, and shall 
be accompanied by an affidavit of the party appellant, 
or of the agent or attorney, that the same is not for ·the 
purpose of delay, but because the affiant firmly believes 
that injustice has been done. 

When no such appeal is taken and judgment ia en
tered, and the party to whom damages have · peen 
awarded refuses to accept payment of such award or 
judgment, then it shall be lawful for such township, 
upon petition to the court, after notice as ordered by 
court, to pay the amount of the award and costs into the 
court. The court, upon such payment, shall order the 
satisfaction of the award or judgment. 

(b) Procedure for the Exercise of Eminent Domaiu 
and for . the Assessment of Damages and Benefits . 

Section 1020. Petition for Viewers; Time of Meet
ing.-Except as is in this act otherwjse provided, in ca:-;e 
the compensation for damages or benefits accruing from 
the exercise of the right of eminent domain and/ or from 
the erection and construction of public improvements 
have not been agreed upon, the court of common pleas, 
or any law judge thereof in vacation, on application 
thereto by petition by the township or any person inter
ested, shall appoint three viewers from the board of 
viewers of the county, and appoint a time, not less than 
twenty nor more than thirty days thereafter, when the 
viewers shall meet upon the line of the improveme~t and 
view the same and the premises affected thereby. · 

Section 1021. When Viewers May Be Appointed.
'l'he viewers provided for in the preceding section may 
be appointed before or after the entry, appropriation, or 
injury of any property or materials for constructing 
such improvements. 

Section l 02~. Notice of Meeting of Viewers.-Ex
eept when otherwise in this act provided, the viewers 
shall give at least ten days' notice of the time of their 
first meeting, by publication in one or more ne.ws-
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papers of the county, and by handbills posted upon the 
premises, or otherwise as the court shall direct. 

Section 1023. Swearing Viewers; Hearings; Sched
ules of Damages and Benefits.-The viewers, having been 
sworn or affirmed faithfully, justly, and impartially to 
decide and a true report to make concerning all matters 
to be submitted to them and in relation to which they 
are authorized to inquire, and having viewed the prem
ises and examined the property, shall hear all parties 
interested and their witnesses and shall determine the 
damages for property taken, injured or destroyed, if 
any, and to whom the same are payable; and, having 
determined the damages, together with the benefits, they 
shall prepare a schedule thereof. 

Section 1024. .Assessment of Damages and Benefits. 
-The damages may be paid in whole or in part by the 
township, or may be assessed in whole or in part upon 
the property benefited. In the latter case, the viewers, 
having first determined the damages apart from the ben
efits, shall assess the total cost of the improvement, or so 
much thereof, as may be just and reasonable, upon the 
properties peculiarly benefited, including in the assess
ment all parties for which damages have been allowed, 
and shall report the same to the court. The total assess
ment for benefits shall not exceed the total damages 
awarded or agreed upon. 

Section 1025. Assessment .Awards.-In proceedings 
to assess damages and benefits, if the property is both 
benefited and damaged by such improvements, the ex
cess of damages over benefits, or the excess of benefits 
over damages, or nothing in case the benefits and dam
ages are equal, shall be awarded to or assessed against 
the several owners of property affected thereby. 

Section 1026. Separate Reports of Damages and Ben
efits.-The preceding section shall not prevent the view
ers from making a separate report of the damages and 
benefits, respectively. In such event, if the damages 
to the property of any person be greater than the bene
fits, or if the benefits be greater than the damages, or if 
the damages and benefits be equal, in either case the 
viewers shall strike a balance and carry the difrerence 
forward to another column, so that the assessment shall 
show what amount is to be received or paid by the prop
erty owner and the difference only shall be collectible of 
or paid to such property owner. Appeals taken from 
the report of the board of viewers shall be from such net 
amount only. 

Section 1027. Notice When Schedules Will Be Ex
hibited.-The viewers shall give notice to all parties to 
whom damages are allowed, or upon whom assessments 
for benefits are made, of a time not less than ten days 
thereafter, and of place where the viewers will meet and 
exhibit their schedule and hear all exceptions thereto. 

Section 1028. Service of Notices.-Such notice shall 
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be given in the manner provided by law for the service 
of a summons in a personal action, if the parties can be 
found in the township; or upon an adult person resid
ing upon the property affected by the assessment, in case 
the owner or reputed owner cannot be found; and to all 
others by publication in the newspaper or newspapers 
in which the first notices of the view were published, 
and by posting conspicuously on the premises. The 
board of supervisors may by resolution provide by whom 
the notice shall be served and posted and fix the compen-. 
sation for such service. 

Section 1029. Report of Viewers; Plan of Improve
ments.-.After making whatever changes are necesJmry, 
the viewers or a majority thereof shall report to the 
court showing the damages and benefits allowed and as
sessed in each case, and file therewith a plan to be pre
pared or secured by the viewers, showing the improve
ment, the properties taken, injured or destroyed, and 
properties benefited. 

Section 1030. Notice of Filing of Report.-When the 
report is filed, notice thereof shall immediately be given 
by publication once in the newpapers publishing the no
tice hereinbefore provided for in this article. Such 
notice shall state the date of filing of the report, contain 
a schedule of the damages allowed and benefits assessed, 
and shall state that, unless exceptions be filed thereto or 
an appeal to the court of common pleas is taken there
from within thirty days from the date of filing, the re
port will be confirmed absolutely. 

Section 1031. Township to Pay Costs of Proceed
ings.-The cost of the proceedings, including court costs, 
except the compensation of the viewers, shall be paid 
by the township. 

Section 1032. Bond of Township.-Except when in 
this act otherwise provided, in all cases where the parties 
have not agreed upon the damages claimed, or where, by 
reason of the absence or legal incapacity of the owner, 
no such agreement can be made, the township may tender 
sufficient security to the party entitled to damages, or 
to the attorney or agent of any person absent, or to the 
agent or officer of a corporation, or to the guardian or 
committee of any one under legal incapacity. 

Section 1033. Condition of Bond; Notice of Filing in 
Court.-The condition of the security shall be that the 
township shall pay, or cause to be paid, such amount of 
damages as the party shall be entitled to receive after 
the same shall have been agreed upon by the parties or 
assessed in the manner provided for by this article. In 
case the party claiming damages refuS€s to accept the 
security tendered, the township shall give the party, or 
his agent, attorney, guardian or committee, a written 
notice of the time when the same will be presented in 
court. 

Section 1034. Filing Bond; Recovery Thereon.-If 
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approved· by the court, the security shall be filed for the 
benefit of those interested, and recovery· may be ·had 
the'reon for the amount of damages assessed. If the dam
ages be not paid, they may be collected by execution -0n 
the judgment in the issue framed to try the question. 
Upon the approval of the security, the township may pro-

. ceed with the improvement. 
' Section 1035. Exceptions to Report of Viewers.

Within thirty days after the filing of any report, any 
pai!ty interested may file exceptions to the same ; and 
the court shall confirm, modify, or change the same, or 
tlhange the assessments made therein, or refer it back 
to the same or new viewers. 
' Section 1036. Confirmation of Report of Viewers.'

When the report 1 is filed, the p:tothonotary shall mark 
it confirmed nisi. In case no exceptions are filed thereto 
or no appeal taken, he shall enter a decree that the re
port is confirmed absolutely. 

Section 1037. Effect of Exceptions on Confirmation 
of Report.-When exceptions are filed which affect the 
entire report, the same shall not be confirmed absolutely 
as to any part thereof until the exceptions ha'Ve· been 
finally disposed of; when the exceptions do· riot affect the 
ehtire rep{jl't, the court shall confirm the assessments to 
v.rhich exceptions have not been taken. 

Section 1038. Appeals from Confirmations after Ex
ceptions:-Within three months after the confirmation 
of any report, following the filing of exceptions thereto, 
any party interested may appeal from the decree of the 
court below to the Superior or Supreme Court, as the 
eaml may be. 

Section 1039. Effect of Appeals.-When any appeal 
is taken from the action of the court confirming any 
viewers' report or part thereof, if the appeal affects the 
entire report, it shall have the effect of suspending the 
absolute confirmation thereof until the appeal is finally 
disposed of; but where the appeal is to matters which 
do not affect the entire report, or any other assess~nt, 
such appeal shall affect only the particular assessment 
for which the appeal is taken. 

Section 1()40. Filing Assignments of Error, Et Cet
era.-In order to determine whether any appeal affects 
the entire report, or any particular assessment, the ap
pellartt shall file in the court below, before or at the time 
0£ filing his writ of certiorari, a copy of his specifications 
or assignments of error or grounds of appeal. Upon fail
ure so to do, the township or any party interested may, 
by notice or rule upon the appellant, cause such speci
fications, assignments of error, or grounds of appeal, to 
be filed. 

Section 1041. C'ertiflcate of .Judge of the Court Be
low.-Upon the request of the township, or any party 
interested, the court below, or any judge thereof in va
cation, shall certify whether the appeal affects the entire 
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report, and said certificate shall be conclusive. Where 
the court or judge certifies that the appeal will affect the 
entire report, no further proceedings shall be taken in 
the court below until· after the final action of the' ap
pellate court; but where the court or judge certifies that 
the appeal will affect only a particular assessment, then 
the ·confirmation of all other assessments shall be final. 

Section 1042. Effect of Affirmation of Decree of 
Court Below . ....:..;If, on any appeal, the action of the court 
below is affirmed, the date of the decree or judgment of 
the appellate court shall be taken as the day on which 
the report was finally confirmed. 

Section 1043. Consolidation of Appeals.-Where any 
appeal is taken to the Supreme Court, and an appeal is 
also taken to the Superior Court, and the appeals in 
both cases are substantially the same, the Superior Court 
may certify such appeal to the Supreme Court to be 
heard with the other appeals from the same report. 

The Supreme Court shall consolidate all such appeals 
·and hear them as one case. Where several appeals are 
taken from the confirmation of the same report, either to 
the Superior or Supreme Court, and the grounds of the 
appeal are similar, the appellate court may consolidate· 
the appeals. ' 

Section 1044. Appellants May Unite in Appeals; 
Effect ·Thereof.-Several parties may unite in a single 
appeal, either to the Superior or Supreme Court, where 
the grounds of appeal are similar, but the uniting of the 
appellants shall not unite the amounts or change the 
jurisdiction. When the appeal, if taken by each appel
lant singly, would be to the Superior Court, then the ap
peal shall be to that court; but if the appeal of any one 
appellant would be to the Supreme Court, then the joint 
appeal shall be to that court. If an appeal has been 
taken to the Supreme Court, any other pa-rty, without 
regard to the amount involved, if the grounds of appeal 
are similar, may appeal to the same court and join in 
such appeal. 

Section 1045. Appeals from Reports of View~rs for 
.T ury Trial.-Within thirty days after any report of 
viewers is filed in court, any party whose property is 
taken, injured or destroyed, or against whom benefits are 
assessed, may appeal to the court of common pleas and 
demand a trial by jury. Where an appeal is so taken 
as to a portion of the report, the portion not appealed 
from shall be confirmed absolutely at the expiration of 
thirty days after the report is filed in court. 

Section 1046. Reasons for Appeals to Be Stated.
The appeal, as provided in the last preceding sectio11, 
shall state the grounds upon which it is taken, and shall 
be signed by the appellant, or by his agent or attorney, 
and shall be accompanied by an affidavit that it is not 
taken for the purpose of delay but because the appellant 
believes that injustice has been done. 
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Seetion 1047. Costs.-Upon the trial of any such ap
peal, in case the party appellant does not obtain a ver
dict more favorable than was the report of the viewers 
as finally confirmed, the appellant shall not recover any 
costs. 

Section 1048. Notices; Appeals from the Court Be
low.-The court of common pleas shall order what no
tices shall be given in connection with such proceedings, 
and may, by rule or otherwise, prescribe the form of 
pleadings. .After verdict and final judgment, either 
party may, within three months, appeal to the Superior 
or Supreme Court. 

\ 

Section 1049. Appeals to the Wrong Court.-Should 
any appeal under this article be made to the wrong court, ~ 
such court shall certify the appeal to the court to which ~ 
it should have been taken. ~ 

Section 1050. .Appeals Not to Prevent Filing Liens. {
1 -No appeal taken under this article shall prevent the ( 

filing of liens by any township for any assessment made ·,
1 by any such report, but upon the final termination of the ' 

issue, the court shall make such order as to the lien filed ') 
as shall appear right and proper. 

Section 1051. Discontinuance of Proceedings.-If 
any township shall repeal any resolution, or discontinue 
any proceeding, providing for any improvements prior 
to the entry upon, taking or injury to any property or 
materials, the township shall not be liable to pay any 
damages which have been assessed, but all costs upon any 
such proceeding shall be paid by the township, together 
with any •actual damage sustained by reason of such pro
ceeding. 

Section 1052. .Assessments to Bear Interest.-.A.11 as
sessments for benefits, costs, and expenses shall 'bear in
terest at the expiration of thirty days after they shall 
have been finally ascertained, and shall be payable to the 
treasurer of the township. 

Section 1053. Damages to Bear Interest. - The 
amount of damages allowed in a report of viewers for 
the taking, injury or destruction of property by the ex
ercise of the right of eminent domain shall, as finally 
confirmed, bear interest at the rate of six per centum per 
annum from the date of the filing of the report. 

ARTICLE XI 

RoADs, STREETS AND HIGHWAYS 

\ 

I ... 

(a) Laying Out Roads Under the General ( 
Road Law 

Section 1101. Except as otherwise in this act pro
vided, or except as otherwise provided by local or special 
legislation, all roads wholly within or partly within 
townships, shall be laid out, widened, changed, or va
cated by the courts of quarter sessions, as heretofore, in 
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the manner provided by the general road law and the 
amendments, additions, and supplements thereto. .All 
damages and benefits occasioned by such laying out and 
the subsequent opening thereof, or by any such widen
ing, changing, or vacation shall be assessed, collected, 
and paid in the manner provided by the general road law 
and the amendments, additions, and supplements thereto. 

( b) Certain Roads Declared to Be Public Roads 
Section 1105. Every road not of record which has 

been used for public travel and maintained and kept in 
repair by the expenditure of township funds for a 
period of at least twenty-one years and upwards shall 
be deemed to be a public road of the width of at least 
thirty-three feet notwithstanding the fact that there is 
no public record of the laying out of such road or a 
dedication thereof for public use. In all such cases 
the lawful laying out and opening or dedication of such 

(' roads of the width hereinbefore specified shall be con-
clusively presumed. 
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( c) Opening and Repairing Roads, Detours, Et Cetera 
Section 1110. Opening, Repairing and Closing aoads. 

-Public roads or highways in townships shall, as soon 
as may be practicable, be effectually opened and con
stantly kept in repair. All public roads or highways 
shall at all seasons be kept reasonably clear of all im-
pediments to easy and convenient traveling at the ex
pense of the township. 

The supervisors of any township may temporarily 
close any township road when, in their opinion, excessive 
or unusual conditions have rendered such road unfit or 
unsafe for travel and immediate repair, because of the 
time of year or other conditions, is impracticable. The 
road or portion of road so closed shall be properly 
marked at its extremities and a means of passage for 
the customary users of such road shall, whenever pos
sible, be provided. 

Any one using such road or portion thereof after the 
same has been properly closed and marked, without a 
permit from the supervisors, shall be subject to a penalty 
of not more than one hundred dollars, to be recovered 
in a summary proceeding, and penalties so recovered 
shall be payable to the treasurer of the township wherein 
the offense was committed, to be expended in the repair 
of the roads of the township. 

Section 1111. Time Within Which Roads to Be 
Opened.-Whenever proceedings have been heretofore 
or may hereafter be begun in any court of quarter ses
sions for the opening and laying out of any public road 
in any township, such public road shall be physically 
opened upon the ground for US(> by the public within the 
period of five years next after the entry of the final de-
cree confirming said road and not thereafter. 
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In the event that the proceeding for the opening and 
laying out of a public road referred to in this section 
shall have been completed, and a final decree confirming 
said road shall have been made, and such pr-0posed road 
shall not have been physically opened upon the ground, 
and shall have remained unopened to public use for. a 
continuous period of five years next after the entry of 
the final decree confirming said road, then such pro
ceedings shall be deemed to be void and of no effect, 
and the land proposed to be taken shall revert to the 
owners of the ,land, as in the case of the vacation. of a 
public road free of any easement or right of the public 
to use the same. 

Section: 1112. Detours.-Except in the case of emer
gencies wherein the safety of the public would be endan
gered, no public road or highway in any township shall 
be closed to vehicular traffic, except upon order of the 
authorities having charge of the maintenance of such 
highways, nor for a longer period than is necessary for 
the purpose for which such order is issued: Provided, 
however, That no public road or highway shall be closed 
to vehicular traffic when the same has been designated. 
as a detour by the State Department of Highways, un
less the written consent of the State Department of High. 
ways has first been obtained, or unless the authorities 
having jurisdiction over said road or highway shall, by 
resolrttion duly recorded on their minutes, declare such 
closing necessary for the protection of the public safety. 

When any public road or highway shall be closed, as 
hereinbefore provided, it shall be the duty of the super
visors authorizing the closing to immediately designate 
or lay out a detour, on which they shall erect or cause 
to be erected and maintained while such detour is in 
use legible signs at each public road intersecti-On through
out its entire length indicating the direction to the main 
highway. During the period when such detour is in use, 
it shall be the duty of the authorities closing the main 
highway to maintain such detour in safe and passable 
condition. It shall also be the duty of the authorities 
closing the main highway and maintaining the detour to 
immediately remove all detour signs when the highway 
originally closed is opened for traffic. Said supervisors 
shall, as soon as possible, repair the road de.signated as 
a detour, and place same in a condition at least equal 
to its condition when designated as a detour. Whenever 
necessary in the creation of a detour, as aforesaid, the 
authorities responsible for laying out the detour may 
enter into agreement with the owners of private lands, 
covering the acquisition of right-of-way privileges over 
private property for the period when the main highway 
shall be closed to traffic. In the exercise of the rights 
conferred by this section, the authorities responsible are 
hereby empowered to pay for the necessary mainte
nance, subsequent repair, and land rental out of such 
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funds . as are available. for the, construction and/Qr, 
maintenance of the highways in their charge. 

Any person who shall wilfully remove, deface; destroy 
or disregard any . barricade, light, danger sign, detour 
sign, or warning of any other character whatsoever, 
erected or placed under authority of this section, or 
who shall drive on, over or across any highway which 
has. been closed by proper authority, shall, upon con
vietion thereof in a .summary proceeding before a magis" 
trate, alderman or justice of the peace, be sentenced tO 
pay a fine 'of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more 
than one hundred dollars, and the costs of prosecution, · 
and, in default of the payment thereof, shall be im
prisoned one day for each dollar 'of' fine and costs unpaid: 
Provided, however, That persons who have no outlet due 
to tlie closing of a highwii,y may drive on, over· or across 
such highway with the consent in writing of, and i;;ubject 
to such conditions as may be prescribed by, the authori
ties responsible for the closing or their agents or con~ · 
tractors, without being subject to the penalties imposed 
by this section. 

Iri addition to the penalties herein provided, the au
thorities responsible for the maintenance of a highW!lY 
which has been closed to vehicular traffic, or their agents 
or contractors, may, in an action at law, recover damages. 
from any person or persons who have damaged a high
way by drwing on, over or across same when it is .clbs·ed 
to vehicular traffic in accordance with the provisions of 
this act. 

All fines collected under the provisions of this section 
shall be paid by the officer receiving the same to the 
treasurer of the township in which the offense was com
mitted. 

(d) Changing, Vacating or Altering Roads by 
Agreement with Property Owners 

Section 1115. Whenever the supervisors of any tow.n
ship deem it advisable to construct, change, or alter any 
part of any public road under their supervision, within 
this Commonwealth, or to vacate any abandoned portion 
of a State highway not vacated by the Department of 
Highways, and can agree with the property owners af
fected by such change, alteration or vacation, they may 
change, alter. or vacate such part of such public road, 
as contemplated in such agreement, without the formal
ity of a view. 

No such change or alteration of any part of any public 
road shall be made, the costs and expenses of which, 
including damages to such township, shall exceed five 
hundred dollars. A petition setting forth the facts re
garding such change, alteration or vacation, accom
panied by a map or draft of the same, shall be presented 
to the court of quarter sessions for approval before such 
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actual change, alteration or vacation is made; where
upon the new location, approved by the court, shall be 
taken to be the public road and the old location shall be 
vacated, or the abandoned State highway shall be vacat
ed, as the case may be. 

(e) Elimination of Curves 

Section 1120. Any township may acquire, by pur
chase or by the right of eminent domain, any such 
property and lands situate along or adjacent to any 
township highway, as, in the opinion of the supervisors 
of such township, may be necessary to eliminate danger
ous curves and widen narrow roads or highways for the 
better protection and safety to the traveling public. 

Upon any such purchase or condemnation the super
visors may, from time to time, abate or remove, or cause 
to be abated or removed, any such dangerous curve or 
curves, or widen such narrow highway to the extent of. .~ 
the property and land so acquired. \ 

The proceedings for the condemnation of such prop- 1 

erty and lands under the provisions of this section, and 
for the assessment of damages for property taken, in
jured or destroyed, shall be taken in the manner pro
vided by this act for the condemnation of land by 
townships. 

This section shall not be construed to repeal any acts 
or parts of acts providing a method of procedure for 
the widening of township roads. 

(f) Acquisition of Unobstructed Views at Curves 
and Intersections 

Section 1125. Any township may acquire, by pur
chase or by the right of eminent domain, a free and 
unobstructed view down and across such lands located 
at or near the intersection of any two highways, or a 
highway and a railroad or railway, or at any curve in 
any highway, as may be necessary to assure a free and 
unobstructed view in all directions at such crossings, 
and to so prevent the use of such lands for any purpose 
or in any manner which may interfere with or obstruct 
the vision of any person or persons traveling upon any 
such highways. 

Upon any such condemnation, the township, having 
had such view condemned may, from time to time, abate 
or remove, or cause to be abated or removed, any obstruc
tion to such view over and across such lands. 

The proceedings for the condemnation of such view 
over and across such lands under the provisions of this 
act, and for the assessment of damages for property 
taken, injured or destroyed shall be taken in the manner 
provided in this act. 

Upon the condemnation of a view over and across any 
such lands, the owner of such lands may make every 
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such use thereof as will not interfere with a free and 
unobstructed view at such dangerous crossing or curve, 
and, unless specially provided for in such condemnation 
proceedings, such condemnation shall not be construed 
to prevent the owner thereof from using such land for 
pasture or the growing of grass, oats, wheat, or other 
crops which will not obstruct the vision more than wheat. 

(g) Relocation, Alteration and Vacation of Roads 
in or near State Parks 

Section 1130. Agreements to Relocate, Alte+ and Va
cate Roads.-Whenever a public road or highway within 
a park or public grounds, title to which park or. public 
grounds is vested in the Stat~ of Pennsylvania, is laid 
out, located, relocated, altered or vacated i:p. such manmir 
that a public road or highway approaching, leading into, 
or contiguous to such park or public grounds shall b.e
come either useless, inconvenient, or burdensome, such 
public road or highway approaching, leading into,. or 
contiguous to such park or public grounds may be al
tered, relocated, or vacated by the township supervisors 
charged with the duty of maintaining such roads or high
ways, in whole or in part, for the purpose of making it 
convenient and suitable as an approach to the roads and 
highways within said park or public grounds, upon the 
consent and agreement of (a) the commissioners or 
officials charged with the care and management of said 
park or public grounds; (b) the township supervisors 
charged with the duty of maintaining said roads or 
highways approaching, leading into, or contiguous to 
said park or public grounds; and ( c) the property 
owners owning the majority of the frontage of land 
abutting upon the relocated portion of the road or high
ways ,approaching, leading into, or contiguous to said 
park or public grounds. 

Section 1131. Agreement to Be Filed in Court; Ef
fect of Filing.-The filing of the consent and agreement 
of commissioners or officials charged with the care and 
management of such park or public grounds, the town
ship supervisors, and of the property owners, in the 
court of quarter sessions of the county or counties in 
which the altered, relocated or vacated road or highway 
is situate, shall have the same force and effect as the 
filing and the approval and absolute confirmation by the 
court of quarter sessions of a report of viewers appointed 
in accordance with the general road law, and shall have 
the same force and effect as though said viewers had laid 
out, located, relocated, altered or vacate<i such road or 
highway in accordance with the agreement filed as afore
said, and the report of said viewers had been filed, ap
proved and absolutely confirmed by the court. 

The filing of said agreement in the court of quarter 
sessions shall be conclusive as to the question of the 
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necessity for the laying out, location, relocation, altera
tion or vacation of said roads or highways as contained 
in the said agreement, and that the portion or portions 
of said road or highway abandoned or vacated were 
useless, inconvenient and burdensome. 

Section 1132. .Altered and Relocated Roads Declared 
Township Roads.-Such road or highway, when altered 
or relocated, shall be maintained and repaired in the 
same manner as other township roads are maintained 
and repaired. ' 

Section 1133. Assessment of Damages.-The owner 
of any land, through which any public road or highway 
may be so located, may apply by petition to the court of 
quarter sessions of the proper county, setting forth the 
injury which he or she may have sustained by reason 
of the relocation of the said public road or highway, 
and the proceedings relative to the assessment and pay
ment of damages of said landowner shall be in accord
ance with the provisions of this act for eminent domain 
proceedings. 

(h) Grading, Paving or Macadamizing Streets or 
Highways upon Petition of Property Owners 

Section 1135. Petition of Property Owners.-Any 
township may grade, pave or macadamize, with brick, 
stone or other suitable materials, any public street or 
highway, or part thereof (not less than one thousand 
feet), laid out and opened in the township. No street 
or highway, or any part thereof, shall be graded, paved 
or macadamized under the provisions of this section, 
except upon the petitions of owners of property repre
senting a majority in number of feet front of the prop
erties abutting on the street or highway, or part thereof, 
proposed to be paved, nor unless there shall be at least 
ten separate improved dwellings or places of business 
in each one thousand feet of highway to be so improved. 

Section 1136. Assessment of Cost by Foot Front 
Rule.-The cost and expense of any such improvement 
may be collected from the owners of the real estate abut
ting on such street or highway, or part thereof, by an 
equal assessment on the feet front. Such assessment 
shall be estimated by the person in charge of the work 
or by other competent authority designated by the town
ship supervisors. 

Section 1137. Collection of .Assessments.-All such 
assessments for grading, paving or macadamizing shall 
be filed with the secretary of the board of supervisors. 
The secretary shall give thirty days' written or printed 
notice that the assessments are due and payable to each 
party assessed, either by service on the owner or agent 
or left on the assessed premises. If the assessments, or 
any of them, remain unpaid at the expiration of said 
thirty days, they shall be placed in the hands of the 
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township solicitor for collection. The solicitor shall 
collect the same, together with five per centum additional 
as attorney's commission and interest from the comple
tion of the improvement, by a municipal claim filed 

1 against the delinquent owner in like manner as munici
~ pal claims are now collected. When an owner has two 
\ or more lots against which there is an assessment for the 

,.., same improvements, all such lots shall be embraced in 
\ one claim. 
t Section 1138. Owner Defined.-The term "owner," 

( 
as used in sub-division (h) of this act, means all indi
viduals, corporations, public or private, copartnerships, 
and associations, having any title or interest in the prop

) erty assessed. If the owner to whom notice is required 
to be given is a non-resident of the township, and his, 

{ her, or their place of residence is unknown, or if the 
1 ownership of the property cannot be ascertained, the 
f notice shall be posted on the premises and a eopy left 

·( with the occupant, if there be one. · 

;,i (i) Dedicated Roads, Streets and Drainage Facilities 

) Section 1140. Plans of Dedicated Roads and Streets. 
-No person shall construct, open, or dedicate any road, 

( street, lane or alley, or any drainage facilities in connec-

j tion therewith, for public use or travel in any township, 
without first submitting plans thereof to the township 
supervisors for their approval. Such plans shall be pre-
pared in duplicate in accordance with such rules and 
regulations as may be prescribed by the supervisors, and 

{ shall show the profiles of such roads, streets, lanes or 
alleys, the course, structure, and capacity of any drain

\ age facilities, and the method of drainage of the adjacent 
\ or contiguous territory, and also any other or further 
1 details that may be required under the rules or regula
» tions adopted by the township supervisors. Before act
/ ing upon any such plans, the supervisors may, in their 
I discretion, arrange for a public hearing, after giving 
J such notice as they may deem desirable in each case. 
/ The township supervisors are authorized to alter such 

plans, and to specify any changes or modifications of 
any kind, which they, in their discretion, may deem 
necessary with respect thereto, and may make their ap
proval of such plans subject to any such alterations, 
changes or modifications. Any plans when so apprcved 
shall be signed in duplicate on behalf of the township 
by such officer as the supervisors may designate, and an 
approved duplicate copy shall be filed in the township 
office, where the same shall be available to public inspec
tion. No road, street, lane or alley, or any drainage 

1 facilities in connection therewith, shall be opened, con
structed, or dedicated for public use or travel, except in 
strict accordance with plans so approved by the super

i visors, or with further plans subsequently approved by 

} 
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them in the same manner, and/or until such plan and 
the approval thereof has been recorded as hereinafter 
provided. . . . 
, Section 1141.. Appeals Where Supervisors Refuse 

Appro:val.-In any case where the township supervisors 
shall refuse to approve any plans submitted to them in ./; 
accordance with this sub-division, any person aggrieved 
by the action of the supervisors may, within thirty days '
after such action, appeal therefrom by petition to the 

1
1 

court of quarter sessions of the county, which court '( 
shall hear the matter de novo, and, after hearing, may 
enter a. decree affirming, reversing, or modifying the 
aation of the supervisors as may appear just in the 
premises. The .court shall designate the manner in 
which notices of the hearing of any such appeal shall be 
given to all parties interested. The decision of the. court 
shall be final. ·i 

The action of the township supervisors, or the cour.t \ 
on appeal, in approving any such plans, and an approv:ed , 
duplicate copy of such plans, shall be recorded by the ~ 
person applying for such approval in the office of the , 
recorder of deeds of the county. '·· 

Section 1142. No Responsibility on Township Where 
Plans Not Approved.-If any road, street, lane or alley 
or any drainage facilities in connection therewith, shall 
be opened, constructed, or dedicated for public use or ~ 
travel, except in strict accordance with plans approved i 
as herein provided, neither the township supervisors nor 
any public authorities shall place, construct, or oper&te 
any sewer, drain, water pipe, or other facilities, or do 
any work of any kind, in or upon such road, street, lane 'i 
or alley; and neither the township supervisors, nor any 
other ·public authorities, shall have any responsibility 
of any kind with respect to any such road, street, lane, , 
alley or drainage :facilities, notwithstanding any use of 1 

the same by the public: Provided, however, That nothing 1., 

herein contained shall prevent the laying of trunk \ 
sewers, drains, water or gas mains, if required by engi
neering necessity for the accommodation of other terri- l 

tory. 
Section 1143. Entry on Lands by Supervisors.-The 

township supervisors and their representatives and work
men may enter upon any land and property, and main
tain marks and monuments, so far as the supervisors 
deem necessary in carrying out their powers and duties 
hereunder. 

Section 1144. Penalty.-Any person, copartnership 
or corporation who or which shall construct, open or 
dedicate any road, street, lane or alley, or any drainage 
facilities in connection therewith, for public use or travel 
in any township, without having first complied with 
the provisions of this sub-division of this act, and of any 
resolutions o:f the township authorities adopted pursuant 
hereto, shall be guilty o:f a misdemeanor, and, upon con-
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viction thereof, such person or the members of such 
copartnership or the officers of such corporation, re
sponsible for such violation, shall be sentenced to suffer 
imprisonment not exceeding two years, or pay a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, or both, in the discre
tion of the court . 

. Section 1145. Effect of Approval of Plans.-No ap
proval of plans by a township shall obligate or require 
any such township to construct, reconstruct, maintain, 
repair, or grade such roads, until and unless authorized 
an,d ordered so to do by the proper court pu~uant to 
the provisions of existing law in that regard. . 

Section 1146. Powers of State and Counties Pre
served.-Nothing contained in this subdivision shaU be 
held to restrict or limit the State Department of High
ways, or any county, in the exercise of any of its duties, 
powers and functions under the provisions of any act 
of Ai;;sembly now in force or hereafter to be ena<1ted. 

(j) Entry on Private Property to Secure Road 
Material and to Open Ditches and Drains 

Section 1150. Power to Enter on Lands.-When 
road material cannot be conveniently obtained by con
tract at reasonable prices, the supervisors of townships 
may enter upon any land or enclosure within their 
township lying near the road, and dig, gather, and carry 
upon the road any stones, sand, gravel or other road 
material which they think necessary to make, maintain, 
or repair the ·road. In exercising such right, they shall 
do no unnecessary damage to the owners of the land, and 
shall repair any breaches of fences which they make. 

Section 1151. Viewers to Fix Damages.-Whenever 
the supervisors and the owners of any such materials can
not agree upon the price to be paid therefor, the value 
of such materials shall be assessed by viewers to be ap
pointed and to make report as provided in this act in 
the case of eminent domain proceedings. 

Section 1152. Power to Open Drains and Ditches.
The township supervisors may enter upon any lands or 
enclosures, and cut, open, maintain, and repair such 
drains or ditches through the same as, in their judgment, 
are necessary to carry the water from the roads, streets, 
lanes or alleys. 

If any person shall stop, fill up, or injure any such 
drain or ditch, or shall divert or change the course there
of, without the authority of the supervisors, such person 
shall for every such offense pay a penalty of not more 
than twenty-five dollars, together with the cost of re
storing such drain or ditch, to be recovered in a sum
mary proceeding. The penalty and moneys so recov
ered shall be paid to the township treasurer. 
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(k) Highways Crossing Railroads; Special Uses of 
Highways 

Section 1155. Railroad Crossings.-Every township 
constructing a highway across a railroad shall construct 
the same above or below the grade thereof, unless per
mitted by the Public Service Commission to construct 
the same at grade . 

.Any such crossing of a railroad by a highway, or any 
vacation of any highway crossing a railroad, shell be con- ') 
structed only in the manner prescribed by and under j 
the jurisdiction of the Public Service Commission. The , 
compensation for damages to the owners of adjacent 
property, taken, injured or destroyed, shall be ascer
tained, fixed and paid in the manner prescribed in the 
Public Service Company Law. 

Section 1156. Highway Permits.-No railroad or , 
street railway shall hereafter be constructed upon any \., 
township highway, nor shall any railroad or street rail- 1 

way crossings, nor any gas pipe, water pipe, electric i, 

conduits, or other piping, be laid upon or in, nor shall 
any telephone, telegraph, or electric light or power poles, 
or any coal tipples or any other obstructions be erected 
upon or in, any portion of a township highway except 
under such conditions, restrictions and regulations, and 
subject to the payment of such fees for permits as may 
be prescribed and required by the State Highway De
partment, not exceeding the reasonable cost of issuing 
the permit and expense of inspecting the work author
ized by such permit upon completion thereof. All fees 
so collected for permits shall be paid into the State 
Treasury, and shall be credited to the special fund in 
the State Treasury into which motor vehicle registration 
and license fees are now paid; and all such permit fees 

£ 

in said fund, from time to time, are hereby specifically 
appropriated to the State Highway Department for 
expenditure for the same purpose and in like manner 
as that for which the moneys now in said fund may be 
expended. 

(1) Guideposts and Index Boards 

Section 1160. Duty of Supervisors to Erect.-The 
supervisors of townships shall erect posts at the inter
section of all public roads and at one of the angles 
where any public road crosses another public road, and 
shall firmly fix thereon boards or metal signs, with index 
hands pointing to the direction of such roads, providing 
that if a building, tree, trolley pole, telephone pole, or 
telegraph pole is so erected that it can be used in place 
of a post, and permission has been secured from the 
owner thereof, such building, tree or pole may be used 
in place of a post. On such boards and signs shall be 
inscribed, in large and legible characters, the name of 
the town, village, or place to which such roads lead, and 
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the distance thereto computed in miles : Provided, Wb.ere 
any public highway intersects or crosses a State high
way, application for a permit shall be made by the super
visors to the State Department of Highways for the 
erecting of such signs. 

Section 1161. Penalty for Destroying, Et Cetera.
It shall be unlawful for any person to wilfully destroy, 
remove, injure, or deface any guidepost or sign or index 
board erected upon or near any public street, road, or 
bridge by the authorities of any township, or erected, 
with the consent of the authorities having jurisdiction 
over such street, road, or bridge, by any club, associa
tion, or other organized body for the direction, guidance, 
or safety of travelers. Any person violating this section 
shall, upon conviction in a summary proceeding, be 
sentenced to pay a fine of not less than ten dollars and 
not more than twenty-five dollars, with all costs of prose
cution, together with the value of such sign so destroyed, 
removed or defaced. All fines and moneys imposed and 
collected shall be paid to the township treasurer. In 
default of payment of said fine, costs and expenses, he 
shall undergo an imprisonment in the county jail for 
not less than :five nor more than sixty days. 

(m) Protection of Highways from Snowdrifts 

Section 1165. Any township which is responsible for 
the maintenance of any public road or highway shall 
have authority to enter upon private property adjacent 
to such public road or highway and place thereon a snow 
fence, at any point as may be deemed necessary, to 
within a limit of one hundred (100) feet from the right
of-way line of such public road or highway, in order to 
eliminate snow drifting on the traveled portion of the 
public road or highway. 

No such snow fence shall be placed prior to November 
first, nor shall the same remain in place after April :first 
of the succeeding year, unless the written consent of the 
owner is obtained, agreeing to an extension of time for 
the removal of said snow fence. 

If the supervisors shall not be able to enter into an 
agreement with the owner of adjacent property occupied 
by such snow fence as to the amount of damages sus
tained as a result of said fence being placed and re
moved, the owner may petition the court of common 
pleas of the county for the appointment of viewers to 
ascertain the amount of damage incurred in such case 
in the manner provided in this act for eminent domain 
proceedings. Such damages, if any, when ascertained, 
shall be paid by the township. Any funds available to 
the respective authorities for the construction and main
tenance of public roads or highways under their super
vision shall be available for the payment of such dam
ages. 
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Whenever any highways in townships are so located 
as to render them liable, on account of high wind during 
the winter season, to be so· filled with snow as to make 
them impassable, and, in the judgment of the super
visors, such drifts of snow can be avoided by the re
moval of any fence erected along either side of such 
highway and replacing the same by a fence constructed 
of posts, wire, and boards or rail combined, such super
visors may agree with the owners of such fences upon 
a plan for the erection of a fence constructed of. posts, 
wire, and board or rail combi:aed. The township may 
pay the owners of such fences a sum not to exceed the 
:first cost of the wire used in the construction of such 
fences. The wire used in the construction of such fences 
shall be without barbs. This section shall not apply to 
any stone wall, hedge, or ornamental fence. 

(n) Grades of Highways 

Section 1170. In the construction or repair of any 
highway in any township, it shall be unlawful to raise 
such highway above the ordinary grade thereof when a 
drain or culvert shall be constructed under such high
way, or when such highway shall be constructed or re· 
paired over such drain or culvert. This section shall not 
be construed in any manner to interfere with the work 
of the State Department of Highways, in the reconstruc
tion or improvement of any State highway or State-aid 
highway, or when a township improves a township road, 
under the direction, plans, and specifications of the 
State Department of Highways. 

( o) Trees and Shrubbery within Limits of Highway 

Section 1175. Saving Trees and Shrubbery.-Where 
any highway in any township passes through or along 
forested lands, wild lands, or uncultivated lands, no trees 
growing within the limits of such highway at a distance 
beyond :fifteen feet on either side of the centre line there
of, and which measure four inches or over in diameter 
at a point two feet from the surface of the ground, shall 
be cut down or destroyed by the supervisors or road
masters employed by them, or any other person, without 
first obtaining the consent of the abutting. owners. 

Whenever any highway running through improved or 
cultivated lands has been opened, and there are growing, 
along the roadsides and within the road limits, shrubs 
or trees not interfering with public travel, no supervisors 
or roadmasters, or other persons in their employ, shall 
remove, eut, injure, or destroy, or in any other manner 
interfere with such shrubs or trees. If such removal or 
cutting fa absolutely necessary for the purpose of main
taining the highway at its highest efficiency, the super
visors or roadmasters, or other persons in their employ, 
may so cut or remove such shrubs or trees, after noti-
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fying the abutting property owners and entering into an 
agreement with them relating to the removal, cutting or 
interference with said shrubs or trees. 

Section 1176. dourt Orders for Removals.-In either 
of the cases set forth in the preceding section, if the con
sent or agreement of the abutting property owners c'an
not be obtained, the board of supervisors may appeal to 
a judge of the court of common pleas. The judge shall 
inquire into the facts of the case, and after hearing all 
parties in interest shall make such order as seems just, 
having du~ regard for the demand for road improvement 
as well as for the preservation of the trees or shrubs. 
From such order there shall be no appeal. 

Section 1177. Logs and Cordwood Property of Own
er.-.A.11 logs, cordwood, branch wood, or other forms of 
wood, which shall be derived from the destruction or 
removal of any trees growing along the highways, shall 
be surrendered to and remain the property of the abut-
ting owners. · 

Section 1178. Brush and Refuse.-The supervisors 
may clear out brush and other refuse from along the 
sides of the road to the legal width thereof. .All such 
clearing and Temoval of brush and refuse shall be con
fined to growth that is within the limits hereinabove 
described, and to the removal of branches that in any 
way interfere with public travel. No other injury, by 
fire, cutting, abrasion, or otherwise, shall be done to the 
standing timber. 

Section ;1179. Penalty.-If any supervisors, road
master, or person in their employ, or any other person, 
shall cut down, kill, or injure any living tree, growing 
at a distance beyond fifteen ·feet on either side of the 
center line thereof, and of a size four inches in diameter 
or greater at a- point two feet from the surface of the 
ground, or shall violate any other provision of the pre
ceding sections of this subdivision, he shall, in a sum
mary proceeding, be subject to a penalty of not more 
than five dollars for every tree so cut, injured, or de
stroyed, with costs of suit. Such fines shall be paid to 
the township treasurer. If any defendant, upon convic
tion for any offense, fails or refuses to pay the fine and 
costs imposed, or does not give bond with approved sure
ty to pay the same within ten days, he shall be committed 
to the county jail for not more than thirty days or until 
he has paid the fine and costs in full. 

Section 1180. Removal of Obstruction.-Nothing in 
this subdivision of this act shall be so construed as to 
prevent the supervisors or roadmasters, or other persons 
in their employ, from removing such roadside trees 
which may be thrown down by the wind or lodged in 
such position as to be a menace to public travel, or which, 
by reason of any other cause, may become a source of 
danger to the public. Every such act of removal shall 
be made with due regard to the circumstances of the 
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case, so as to preserve the true intent and purpose of 
this subdivision. 

(p) Obstructions and Nuisances 
Section 1185. If any person shall stop or obstruct any 

public road or highway in any township, or shall commit 
any nuisance thereon by felling trees, making fences, 
turning the road, or in any other way, and shall, not on 
notice given by the township supervisors, forthwith re
move the obstruction or nuisance and repair the damages 
done to such road, such person, upon conviction in a sl,lm· 
mary proceeding, shall, for every such offense, pay a 
penalty of not more than twenty-five dollars. Nothing 
in this section shall debar an indictment for any such 
nuisance as in case of misdemeanor at common law. 

( q) Opening, Making, Amending, and Repairing High
ways and Bridges by Contracts with Taxpayers 
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Section 1190. Ta~payers' Rights.-Any one or more i' 

taxpayers of any township may acquire the right to fur- l} 
nish all the materials and labor necessary for opening, 1~ making, amen~ing, and repairing the public highways l 
and bridges of such township, in manner and under the 1 
conditions set forth in this subdivision of this act. 

Section 1191. Petition to Court.-To acquire such 
right, such taxpayers shall, before the beginning of the 
township fiscal year, present to the court of quarter ses- '-
sions a petition, setting forth that he, she, or it or they 
are the owners of property assessed and taxed for road 
purposes in such township, the approximate number of 
miles of public road in such township, and the ability of 
the petitioner or petitioners to lay out, open, make, 
amend, and repair the public highways and bridges of 
such township, wholly at his, her, its or their own ex
pense, for the ensuing township fiscal year, and to pay 
the other expenses of such township, as hereinafter pro
vided, without any right against or claim upon such 
township for or by reason of the materials, labor or 
money so furnished. 

Section 1192. Bond of Petitioners.-The petitioners 
shall, with the petition, present a bond to the township, 
in a sum equal to :five hundred dollars for each mile of 
public road in the township, with one or more sufficient 
sureties, to be approved by the court, conditioned for the 
faithful performance of said petitioner or petitioners of 
his, her, its or their duty, and to save the township harm
less from any loss or claim by reason of failure so to 
perform said duty. 

Section 1193. Notice to Supervisors and Auditors.
Notice of the intention of presenting the petition and 
bond, and of the time when said petition and bond will 
be presented to the court, shall be given to the supervi
sors and auditors of the township, at least ten days before 
the same are presented. 
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Section 1194. Contracts; Stipulations.-When the 
petition, bond, and proof of the notice, required in the 
preceding section, are presented to the court, the same 
shall be ordered filed; and the court, being satisfied of 
the good faith of the petitioners and the sufficiency of 
the petition, bond, and notice, shall order and direct the 
supervisors, on behalf of the township, to enter into a 
contract with the petitioner or petitioners. In such con
tract, the petitioner or petitioners shall bind him, her, 
or itself or themselves: 

First. To open, make, amend, and repair the public 
highways and bridges of the township for the ensuing 
fiscal year in a lawful and workmanlike manner, wholly 
at the expense of the petitioner or petitioners, and with
out creating thereby any claim upon or right against the 
township for or by reason of the materials, labor or 
money for persons employed. 

Second. To indemnify and save harmless the town
ship from all claim, damage, cost, or expense of what
ever kind, for or by reason of any act or omission of 
said petitioner or petitioners whereby any claim, suit, 
or other demand may be set up or recovered against the 
township. 

Third. To pay, within sixty days from the beginning 
of the fiscal year, to the following offi.cers of such town
ship, the following sums, to be received by said officers 
in full for all demands against such township for their 
respective services as such officers of the township for 
the fiscal years for which the said contract is made, 
which shall be in lieu of the compensation otherwise in 
this act provided for such officers, namely : To each 
township secretary, the sum of fifty dollars; to each 
of the auditors of such township, the sum of twenty-five 
dollars; to an attorney, to be elected by such supervisors 
as counsel for the township, the sum of fifty dollars; to 
each supervisor, the sum of two hundred and fifty dol
lars. 

Section 1195. No Road Tax to Be Levied.-In con
sideration of the obligations set out in the preceding sec
tion to be assumed and performed by the petitioner or 
_:>etitioners, the supervisors, on behalf of such township, 
shall stipulate that the township will not assess, levy, or 
collect any tax for road purposes during the fiscal year 
for which such contract is made. 

Section 1196. Inspections by Supervisors.-The su
pervisors shall view and inspect the making and repair
ing of the roads in such townships, at least once during 
every month, and satisfy themselves that the petitioners 
have fully complied with their contract, before final set
tlement and expiration of contract. If, at any time, the 
supervisors shall see that any portions of the roads need 
repair, they shall notify the petitioners to repair the 
same. In case said petitioners fail to repair said road 
within five days after notice, the supervisors are em-
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powered to purchase such materials and employ such 
men as may be necessary to repair such road, and· charge 
the sanie to the petitioners. · ,, 

ARTICLE XII 

BOUNDARY ROADS AND HIGHWAYS 

(a) Opening, Repairing, and Improving on Division 
Line of Townships · 

Section 1201. Roads Between Two Townships.
Roads or highways laid out on a line which divides two 
townships shall be opened, made, kept clear and in re
pair, at the joint and equal charge of such townsh1ps. 
Any township necessarily incurring more than its due 
proportion of such charge may recover the excess so 
incurred from the other township. 

When any public road is laid on the line of two town
ships, if the commissioners or supervisors of ail adjoin- ·~ 
ing township neglect or refuse to join with the super
visors ·of the township in opening or repairing such 
road, the supervisors of the township shall open, amend, 
and repair the road, and are authorized to collect a just 
proportion of the cost of the opening and repairing of 
such road from the township so neglecting or refusing to 
join in such opening, amending, or repairing. The com
missioners or supervisors so neglecting or refusing shall 
be liable to a penalty of not less than four dollars· and 
not exceeding fifty, to be recovered in a summary pro
ceeding. All such penalties when recovered shall be 
paid into the township road fund. 

(b) Maintenance of Roads Between 'l'ownships and 
Cities or Boroughs 

Section 1205. Whenever any road or street is on the 
boundary line between any township and a city or bor
ough, such road or street shall be maintained jointly by 
the township and the city or borough. For the purpose 
of maintaining any such road or street, the authorities 
of any such township are hereby directed to enter into 
agreements with such city or borough providing the 
manner in which the same shall be maintained, and pro
viding for the division of the cost of maintenance be
tween the city or borough and township. If any such 
city or borough and township shall fail or refuse to 
enter into any such contract, or if the city or borough 
and township cannot agree, any taxpayer or the corpo
rate authorities of the township may present a petition 
to the court of quarter sessions of the county, setting 
forth the facts, and the court, after hearing, of which 
such notice shall be given to all parties interested as 
the court may direct, shall make an order directing the 
manner of such maintenance and the division of the cost 
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0£ maintenance ·between the city or borough and the 
township. The action of the cDurt shall be :final. 

(c) Highway,:the Cenwe Line of Which Is the·Dividing 
Line Between Townships and Boroughs or 

Cities in the . Same County 

S~ction 1210. Whenever the centre line. of any 4igh
way constitutes the dividing line between a township 
and any city or borough .located in the same .cou,nty, 
the supervisors of the township may, jointly with .the 
county, enter into a contract wHh the city or borough 
providing fpr the grading, curQing, and macadamizing 
q;r pav~ng of such highway. 

Suell alteration or improvement shall be constructed, 
and subsequent repairs, shall be made, under the super
visipn 0£,the proper authorities of the city or borough, 
fn compliance with the laws governing the construction 
of. such alterations or improvementr,:; in such city or 
borough and .with plans and specifications to be agreed 
upqn in writing between the supervisors of the township 
and, the city or borough and the commissioners of the 
county. 

The co~t .of any alteration or improvement shall be 
borne one~half by the city or borough and one-half by 
the county and tovmship in equal portions. 

The cost of repairs shall be borne one-half by the city 
or borough and one-half by the township, or by the 
county and township in equal portions, or such other 
portions as are agreed upon in the joint contract of the 
township with the county. 

(d) Highway, the Centre Line of Which Is the Dividing 
Line Between Townships and Cities 

in Adjacent Counties 

Section 1215. Whenever the centre line cif any high
way constitutes a dividing line between a township and a 
city located in an adjacent county, it shall be lawful for 
the township supervisors to enter into a contract with 
the county in which it is located and the city providing 
for the grading, curbing, macadamizing or paving of 
the roadway of said highway, the cost thereof to be 
borne one-half by the city and one-half by the township 
and the county in which such township shall be situated 
in equal portions. 

'l'he said alteration or improvement shall be construct
ed, and subsequent repairs shall be made, under the 
supervision of the proper authorities of the said city, 
in . compliance with existing laws governing such con
struction or improvement in sueh city, and in further 
compliance with plans and specifications to be agreed 
upon in writing between such city and the commissioners 
or the county and the to,mship supervisors of the said 
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township. The cost of repairs shall be borne one-half 
by the city and one-half by the township or by the 
county and township in equal portions, or such other 
proportions as may be agreed upon by the county and 
township. 

In all cases in which it shall be found impossible to 
enter into such contract or agreement as is provided for 
in this section, or where either the city or the township 
or the county in which such township is situated shall 
refuse to ente:r into such contract or agreement, it shall 
be lawful for the township to present its petition to the 
court of common pleas of either county, setting forth the 
facts and circumstances, including the condition of the 
highway from which the necessity or desirability for 
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the grading, curbing, macadamizing or paving of the 
roadway appears, and the estimated cost thereof, and 
that the terms of the said contract as provided for in / 
this section cannot be agreed upon by the said city a:r;td . \ 
the county or township, or either or any of them, or that 1 either such city or the county or township, or any or '· 
either of them, refuses to enter into such contract. Such 
petition may pray that such court may, after hearing 
all the parties concerned, make its order or decr~e, 
defining the nature and character of the improvement 
reasonably necessary or desirable to be made to the road
way, and requiring the parties hereinabove specified to 
enter into a contract or contracts for the making and 
constructing of the same as herein provided for. A copy 
of the said petition, duly certified, shall be served upon 
the city or the county and township concerned, other 
than the petitioner, with notice of such day as may be 
fixed by the court for a hearing. Thereupon either or 
both of the parties served with such notice shall be 
entitled, on or before such date, to file in the said court 
its answer to the said petition, setting forth its version 
of the facts or such other matters in relation thereto as 
may be deemed necessary or proper by it. The said 
court upon the date so fixed, or at such other times as 
it may appoint, shall hear the evidence of the parties, 
or it may refer the matter to a master, who shall hear the 
testimony of the parties and report his findings, in the 
same manner and under the same procedure as pro
vided by the rules in equity in similar cases, to the said 
court, which may reject, contirm, or modify the same, 
and may make its decree or order directing the making 
of such alterations or improvements to the roadway as 
may be deemed reasonably necessary or desirable and 
providing for the sharing of the cost of such improve
ments, one-half by the city and one-half by the county 
and township in equal portions. The said order or de
cree may further provide that the r• pairs to such altera
tions and improvements subsequent!,\· required shall be 
borne one-half by the city and one-h:ilf by the county 
or township in equal portions, or sneh other proportions 
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as between the county and the township as such court 
may find to be legal and proper; and thereupon the 
said grading, curbing, macadamizing or paving of the 
roadway of such highway shall proceed in accordance 
with the decree or order of the said court in the same 
manner as if the contract or agreement in this section 
had been entered into and duly_ executed. 

( e) Improvement of Streets Where More Than One
Half of Width Is in Township; Assessment 

of Property Outside Limits 

~ection 1220. Whenever any street, alley, or highway 
more than one-half the width of which is within the 
limits of any township shall divide the said township 
from any other municipality or township located within 
the same county, such street, alley, or highway may be 
improved by the township within which the greater 
width is located in the same manner as if the said street, 
alley, or highway were entirely located within the limits 
of said township. 

The property abutting on the side of said street, alley, 
or highway which is located outside the limits of the 
township making such improvements shall, for a depth 
of one hundred and fifty feet plus one-half the width of 
said street, alley, or highway from its center line, be 
assessed for any and all municipal improvements to or 
on the said street, alley, Of highway in the same man
ner as such property would be assessed under the laws 
of the Commonwealth if it were entirely located within 
the limits of such city, borough, or township. 

(f) Assessment of Property Outside Limits for 
Street Improvement Where Street Entirely 

within Township 
Section 1225. Whenever any street or alley, entirely 

within the limits of any township, shall divide such 
township from any other municipalit.y or township lo
cated in the same county, the property on the side of the 
street or alley, opposite the line of such township, shall, 
for a depth of one hundred and fifty feet, be assesKed for 
municipal improvements on such streets or alleys on 
which property shall abut. Such assessment shall be 
made in the same manner and in the Kame proceeding as 
is used for t.he ai-;sessment of property within such town
ship for such improvement. 

ARTICLE XIII 

BRIDGES AND VIADUOTS 

(a) Over Creeks, Rivulets, Gullies, Canals and 
Railroads 

Section 1301. Power to Make and Maintain Bridges. 
-The s11pervisors of townships, in making and repairing 
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th~ roads, shall make and maintain within their town
ship sufficient bridges over all small creeks, rivulets, 
deep gullies, . canals, and railroads, where the same is 
necessary for the ease and safety of travelers. 

Such ·bridges over canals or railroads shall not ob
stltuct the railroad or canal over which it is built. Noth
ing in this section shall release railroad or other com
panies or the Commonwealth from the requirements of 
existing ·laws. · 

Section 1302. Damages.--In the construction and 
maintenance of such bridges, all damages shall be 
award,ed and benefits assessed as part of the. proceeding 
to lay 01,it, open, make, or repair the road of which the 
bridge' is a part. · · 

(b) Over Streams, Railroads and Canals on 
Township Boundaries 

. 'Section 1305. Bridges on Division Line of Town
ships.-Where a small creek or a railroad or canal, over 
wliicih a bridge is necessary, is on the boundary line of 
tw,o townships, the bridge shall be built and maintained 
at the joint and equal expense of the townships, by their 
respective commissioners or supervisors, in the manner 
directed by this act in the . ease of public roads which 
may be the division line of townships. 

.. Section 1306. Bridges Between Townships and Mu
nicipalities . ...:. Whenever a creek, railroad, or canal, over 
which a bridge is necessary, ·is on the division line of a 
township and a municipality, the township shall unite 
with such municipality in the construction and main
tenance of such bridge and pay an equal share of the 
expenses incident thereto. 

Section 1307. Where Bridge Over Railroad or Canal. 
-If a bridge is built over a railroad or canal, such 
bridge shall not obstruct the railroad or canal over which 
it is built. Nothing in said sections shall release railroad 
or other companies or the Commonwealth from the re
. quirements of existing laws. 

(c) l\faiutenance, Repair, and Rebuilding of Bridges 
· Built by County 

Section l 310. Whenever a bridge or part thereof has 
been built by the county, or the whole or part of the 
money neceRsary to build it has been furnished by the 
county, and the bridge has not been entered on record 
as a county bridge, such bridge shall be maintained, kept 
in repair, and rebuilt, when necessary, by the township 
or townships in which, or on the boundary line of which, 
it is loeatrd, without rPndcring the county liable for the 
same. 

(d) Effect of Approval of Department of Highways 
Section 1315. Whenever authority has been given by 

the State Department of Highways to township super-
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vi~rs, under existing laws .or laws that may hereafter 
be~~nact~d, :for the construction, repair, alteration, or 
maintenance of any township bridge, it shall not be 
necessary for such township supervisors tp procure per
mits from any other department consenting to the con
struction, J;"epair, alteration, or maintenance of such 
bridge. This section shall not repeal or modify any of 
th~ provisions of the act of the twenty.sixth day of July, 
one thousand nine hundred and thirteen (Pamplilet 
Laws, one thousand three hundred seventy-four), kll,Own 
as '!'he Public Service Company Law; nor the act of the 
twenty~fifth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and 
thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, five hundred and fifty-five), 
Elntitled .".An act providing for the regulation of dams, 
or other structures or obstructions, as defined. herein, in, 
along, across, or projecting into all str.eams and bodies 
of :water wholly 01:1partly within, or forming part of the 
boundary of, this .Commonwealth; v~sting certain pow
~n and duties in t)le Water Supply Commission of Penn
sylvania: for this purpose; and. providing penalties for 
the violation of the provision hereof,'' except as herein
above provided. 

.ARTICLE XIV 

SIDEWALKS 

Sectian 1401. Power of Supervisors" to Establish 
Width and Location of Sidewalks; Consents in Certain 
Cases.-The supervisors of any township, upon the re· 
quest of any landowner whose land fronts upon a public 
highway within such township, may establish the width, 
grade and location for a sidewalk along one or both 
side~ of said highway along the lands of such owner. 
The width of the walk on each side of said highway shall 
not be less than six feet for roads fifty feet in width or 
less, an.d :for roads over fifty feet' in wi4th shaU be ten 
fee~ in .width. When said sidewalks are so established, 
such landowner shall pay for . and keep the sanie in . re-
p~ . . . . 

In case the street or highway is a State Highway Qr, a 
county road, the writt~n consent of the Department of 
Highways or the county commissioners, as the case may 
be, shall first be obtained. ' 

Se.ction 1402. Construction of Sidewalks Upon :t;:>eti
tion · of :Property Owners.-The towpship supervisors 
may construct sidewalks of board, plank, or cement, or 
otper suitable mat'erial, along the highways, thr?ugh 
towns and villages in such townships, upon tilJ.e p·~t1tion 
of owners of property representing a majority in :n,um
ber of feet front of the properties abutting on the high
ways where such sidewalks are to bEl constructed. When
ever any such petition is filed with the supervisors, the 
owner of the property shall be given notice by the super~ 
visors to construct such sidewalk; and in c&se of the 
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failure of the owner to complete such sidewalk within a 
period of thirty days after the receipt of such notice, 
the supervisors may construct such sidewalk as herein 
provided. Whenever any sidewalks are constructed by 

· the supervisors, the expense of the construction of such 
sidewalk shall be paid by the abutting property 6wners 
in proportion to their frontage. If such owners fail to 
so' pay the expenses of the construction of such side
walk, the township supervisors may recover the amou'nt 
by action of assumpsit, or may file municipal liens there
for against the abutting properties, in the manner pro
vided by law for the :filing and collection of municipal 
liens. 

Section 1403. Power to Establish Grades and Width 
of Sidewalks.-Supervisors of townships may regulate, 
by resolution, the grade and width of sidewalks con
structed along the highways in such townships, and shall 
have general supervision over the satne and may estab
lish a grade or grades for footways or sidewalks, which 
grade or grades may be separate and apart from the 
grade or grades established for the cartway or roadway. 

ARTICLE x:.v 
SEWERS AND DRAINS 

(a)· Establishing and Constructing Sewer and Drain
age Systems; Sewer Connections and Rates; 

Disposal of Sewage; Assessment of 
Cost of Construction 

Section 1501. Power to Establish and Construct 
Sewers and Drains; Sewer Rentals.-Townships may 
establish and construct a system of sewers and drainage, 
locating the same as far as practicable along and within 
the lines of the public roads of the townships as seems 
advisable to the board of supervisors. The supervisors 
may permit and, where necessary for the public health, 
require adjoining and adjacent property owners to con
nect with and use the same. All persons so connecting 
shall pay in i;tddition to the cost of making such con
nection a monthly or annual rate prescribed by a reso
lution of the board of supervisors. Such monthly or 
annual rate shall constitute a lien, until paid, against the 
property so connecting with such system and the amount 
thereof may be recovered by due process of law. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to repeal 
or modify any of the provisions of the Public Service 
Company Law. 

Section 1502. Notice of Contemplated Construction; 
Protests by Property Owners.-No sewer, system of 
sewers, or drains shall be constructed under the provi
sions of this subdivision, unless a resolution of the board 
of supervisors authorizing the same shall be published in 
a newspaper of general circulation published in the 
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county in which the township is situated, once a week 
for three successive weeks. If, within twenty days after 
the last publication or at any time during the period of 
. publication, taxpayers of the township whose property 
valuation, as assessed for taxable purposes within the 
township, shall amount to fifty per centum of the total 
property valuation, as assessed for taxable purposes 
within the township, shall sign and file, in the office of 
the prothonotary of the court of common pleas of the 
county in which the township is located, a written pro
test against the construction of such sewer, sewer system 
or drain, then the construction authorized by such reso
lution shall not be undertaken or proceeded with. 

Section 1503. Location of Sewers on Private Prop
erty.-Where it is reasonably impracticable in the judg
ment of the supervisors in any part of such system to 
carry such sewers or drains along the lines of public 
roads, they may locate and construct so much of the 
same as is necessary through private lands. 

Section 1504. Treatment Works and Facilities There
for; Eminent Domain.-The supervisors shall make the 
necessary provision for the disposition of the sewage and 
drainage within, or for carrying the same beyond, the 
limits of the township, and, to this end, they are hereby 
authorized to enter into contracts with other municipali
ties and other corporations or persons to purchase, ac
quire, enter upon, take, appropriate, occupy and use such 
lands, rights, and interests therein within the corporate 
limits of other townships or boroughs as shall be neces
sary for the proper location, construction, maintenance, 
use, and operation of sewer mains, drains, or treatment 
works, including such lands, rights, and interests therein 
as shall be necessary for future additions to and enlarge
ments of such sewerage facilities, and as may be neces
sary to carry out the plans and specifications upon which 
a permit has been issued by the Secretary of Health in 
accordance with the provisions of the act of April 
twenty-second, one thousand nine hundred and five 
(Pamphlet Laws, two hundred and sixty), entitled "An 
act to preserve the purity of the waters of the State for 
the protection of public health," and of "The Adminis
trative Code." 

Section 1505. Entry on Lands to Mark Sewer 
Routes; Damages.-In the event of inability to agree 
with the owners, either for the land necessary for so 
much of the line of sewers and drains as are not located 
upon public roads, or for so much land as is required for 
the disposition of the sewage, the supervisors may enter 
upon said land and mark thereon the route and width 
necessary for the construction of the line of sewers or 
drains or the boundaries of so much land as is necessary 
for disposition of such sewage, and occupy the said land 
for such purposes. For all damage done or suffered or 
which accrues to the owner or owners of such land by 
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reason of the talfing of the same, the funds of the town
ship raised by .taxation shall be pledged and. deemed as 
security.. Such damages shall be determined by viewers 
in .the manner provided in this act £.or eminent domain 
proceedings. "" 
... :Section 1506 . .......-Enforcement of Judgment for Dam
ages.-....'J'he damages. as awarded when the report is 
fina.lly confirmed sh~ll be entered as a, judgment, and, if 
the aame. is not paid within thirty days after. the entry 
thereof, execution to enforce the collection thereof may 
be ·issued as in other .cases of judgment against town
ships .. 

Section 1507. Cost of Construction; How.· Paid.
The· cost ·Of construction of any such system of sewers 
or drains,. constructed by the authority of this subdivi
sion of this act, shall be charged upon the properties 
accommodated or benefited thereby to the extent of such 
benefits in the manner hereinafter provided. 

Section 1508. Sewer Districts; Township to Pay 
Non.Assessable Portion. of Cost.-Whenever a sewer 
system is constructed by, a township for the.accommoda
tfon of a certain portion only of the township, the super
visors of such township may constitute the territory ac
co~Qdated into a sewer district or divide it into, sev
ell'al sewer districts. In every such case of division into 
several districts, the supervisor shall make a.n estimate 
of the proportion of the cost of the sewer system which 
Rhould equitably be charged on each of said districts, and 
declare and establish such apportionment by resolution~ 
No .district shall be charged with more than its due pro
portion of the cost Qf the main sewers, pumping stations, 
et cetera; used jointly by more than one district; the 
aggregate amount charged on property in any such dis
trict shall not exceed the amount of such estimate, 
Where the whole of the township is accommodated by 
the system it may also be treated as a single district, or 
divided into districts and be subject to the foregoing pro
visions. 

Any amount not legally chargeable upon properties 
benefited shall be paid out of the general township fund. 

Section 1509. Manner of Assessment.-The charge 
for any such sewer construction in any township shall 
be assessed upon the properties accommodated or bene
fited, in either of the following methods: 

(a) By an assessment, pursuant to a resolution of 
the board of supervisors, of each lot or piece of land in 
proportion to its frontage abutting on the sewer, allow
ing such rednction hi the case of properties abutting on 
more than one seweT as the resolution may specify. No 
assessment h~· frontage shall be made on properties of 
snch a rhar::icter as not to be lawfully subject to SlH'l1 

manner of assessment, and each abutting property shall 
be asses.<>ed with not less than the whole amount of the 
benefit accruing to it and legally assessable; or 
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(b) ' By an assessment upon the several · properties 
abutting on the sewer in proportion to benefits. The 
amount of the charge on each property shall be ascer~ 
tained as hereinafter provided. · · · 

1 When. a township is divided into sewer districts; the 
assessment in each district may be by different methods . 

. Section 1510. Procedure for Assessment of Benefits. 
-In all cases where the board of supervisors shall select 
the method provided by subdivision (b) of the foregoing 
section, they shall petition the court of common pleas 
for appointment of viewers to assess benefits. In all cases 
where they shall neglect, for a period of three months 
after the completion of the sewer system, to · eithel'I or
dain assessments by frontage or present petition for ap
pointment of viewers, taxpayers of the township whose 
property valuation as assessed for taxable purposes with
in the township shall amount to fifty per centum of the 
total property valuation as assessed for taxable purposes 
within the township, may present a petition to the court 
of common pleas of the proper county for the appoint
ment of viewers to assess benefits ; and in all cases where 
such taxpayer shall, within three months of the adoption 
of a resolution levying an assessment under the method 
provided by subsection (a) of said foregoing section, by 
petition, state to said court that such assessment in.suf
ficiently represents the benefits accruing to abutting 
properties, they may include in such petition a prayer 
for the appointment of viewers to assess benefits. In 
either case the court shall thereupon appoint three dis
interested persons from the board of county viewers, 
neither of whom shall be a resident of that portion of 
the township which is accommodated by the sewer in 
question, and the viewers so appointed shall proceed as 
provided in this act for proceedings .for the assessment 
of damages and benefits by viewers. The aggregate of 
the assessments in any sewer district shall not exceed the 
amount charged to such district for its share of the cost 
of the sewer construction unless the same shall, by peti
tion of taxpayers, whose property valuation as aforesaid 
shall amount to fifty per centum of the total property 
valuation as assessed for taxable purposes within the 
township, presented within three months after the adop
tion of a resolution providing for an assessment. by front
age, be stated to insufficiently represent the amount .of 
benefits to such properties, in which case the proceedings 
by taxpayers authorized above shall be applicable. Upon 
the filing of such a petition by taxpayers as aforesaid for 
appointment· of viewers, any assessment made by the 
supervisors and any proceedings thereunder shall be null 
and void. 

Section 1511. Liens for Assessments; Costs of Pro
ceedings.-.After the amount of the assessment charged 
upon the several properties has been established, either 
by resolution making assessments according to frontage, 
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or by confirmation of any report of viewers, in whole or 
in part, it shall be the duty of the township supervisors 
to file municipal liens for the assessments covered by 
such resolution or confirmation within the time and in \ 
the manner provided by law; . the same to be subject in 
all respects to the general law providing for the filing 
and recovery of municipal liens. The amounts of all 
assessments shall be payable to the township treasurer 
for the use of the township. The supervisors shall also 
make out bills for the amounts charged against each 
property, which shall be forthwith sent to all property 
owners residing in the township, and mailed to all such 
owners residing elsewhere whose address is known. 

The costs of publication of notices in proceedings be-
fore viewers shall be paid by the township upon pres- ( 
entation of bills approved by the court. \ 

(b) Contracts with Individuals or Corporations :for 
Construction and Maintenance of Sewer 

and Drainage Systems 

Section 1515. In any case where, under the authority 
of section one thousand five hundred and one of this act, 
a system of sewage and drainage covering any township, 
in whole or in part, shall have been approved and au
thorized by resolution, the supervisors may enter into a 
contract with any responsible individual or individuals 
or corporation for the construction of such system of 
sewage or drainage at the expense of such individual or 
individuals or corporation. He, they, or it shall be en
titled under such contract to exercise all the powers of 
the township in the construction, maintenance, and op
eration of such system of sewage or drainage, with the 
right to collect such charges in connection therewith as 
the supervisors prescribe in as full manner as the same 
might have been collected by the township or the super
visors. In such contract the supervisors shall reserve to 
the township the right at any time, or after a prescribed 
time, to itself take possession of such system of sewage 
and drainage, and its appurtenances, at a price and upon 
terms to be fixed in the contract. 

' ., 
' I .,, 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to repeal or 
modify any of the provisions of the Public Service Com
pany Law. 

{ 

( c) Sewers and Drains in Streets or Alleys or Over 
Private Property; Assessment of Cost of 

Construction According to Benefits 

Section 1520. Subject to the provisions of section one 
thousand five hundred and two, townships may con
struct sewers and drains in any street or alley or through 
or on or over private property. The costs, damages, and 
expenses of the. construction of any such sewers or drains 
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s~all be assessed upon the properties accommodated or 
benefited, in either of the following. methods : 
. (a) By an assessment, pursuant to a resolution of the 

township board of supervisors, of each lot or piece of 
land in proportion to its frontage abutting on the sewer, 
allowing imch reduction in the case of properties abutting 
on more than one sewer as the resolution may specify. 
No assessment by frontage shall be made on properties 
of such a character as not to be lawfully subject to such 
manner of assessment, and each abutting property shall 
be assessed with not less than its proportion aforesaid 
of the entire cost and expense of such construction; 

(b) By an assessment upon the severiil properties 
abutting on the sewer in proportion to benefits ; the 
a.mount of the charge on which property shall be ascer
tained and the rights of taxpayers conferred in connec
tion therewith, as provided in section one thousand five 
hundred and ten of this act. 

( d) Sewers under State and County Highways 

Section 1525. Consents Necessary.-Townships may 
construct sewers and drains in and under any county or 
State highway or State-aid highway within the township 
boundaries. In case of the construction of sewers upon 
county highways, the consent of the county commission
ers of the county shall first be obtained, and in case of 
the construction of sewers upon any State highway or 
State-aid highway, the consent of the Secretary of High
ways shall first be obtained. 

Section 1526. .Assessment of Cost.-Whenever sew
ers have been or shall be laid or constructed by any town
ship in and under such highways, such township may 
ascertain, levy, and collect the costs and expenses of the 
construction thereof from the abutting property holders 
by viewers in accordance with the provisions of this act 
relating to the assessment of damages and benefits by 
viewers. 

( e) Connecting with Sewer of Adjoining 
Municipality. 

Section 1530. .Agreements for Connections; .Appoint
ment of Viewers.-.Any township may, by agreement, 
connect with an. existing sewer owned by any adjacent 
municipality, for sewage purposes, in the following 
manner: 

.An application shall be made by the board of super
visors to the court of quarter sessions setting forth that 
fact. If the court shall be of the opinion that such con
nection can be made without impairing the usefulness 
of the existing sewer, it shall appoint three viewers who 
shall view the premises, and investigate the facts of the 
case and shall asses.s the proportionate part of the ex
pense of building the original sewer upon such township, 
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and shall fix the proportion of the expense for repairs 
w:hich the municipality and the township shall· there
after' bear, and determine all other questions liable to 
arise in connection therewith. , · 

Section 1531. 'Report of Viewers.-The viewers shall 
repo:tt, to the court the result of their investigation, 
which report shall be confirmed within thirty days unless 
exceptions thereto are filed. After confirmation of such 
repol't or the disposal of any exceptions, any party in
terested· may appeal from the decision of the court of 
quarter sessions to the Superior Court. 

Section 1532. Notice of Contemplated Construction; 
Protests by Property Owners.-No sewer, system of sew
ers, or drain shall be constructed under the provisions 
of this subdivision unless a resolution of the board of 
supervisors authorizing the same shall be publi$he,d in a 
newspaper of general circulation, published in the county 
in which the township is situated, once a week for three 
successive weeks. If, within twenty days after tb,e last 
publication or ·at any time during the period of publi
cation, taxpayers of the township whose property valua
tion, as assessed for taxable purposes within the town
ship, shall amount to fifty per centum of the total prop
erty valuation, as assessed for taxable purposes within 
the township, shall sign and file, in the office of the pro
thonotary of the court of common pleas of the county in 
which the township is located, a written protest against 
the construction of such sewer, sewer system, or drain, 
then the construction authorized by such resolution shall 
not be undertaken or proceeded with. 

(f) Acquisition of Sewer Systems 
Section 1535. Any township, in which any person, 

firm or corporation is maintaining sewers and culverts 
with the necessary inlet and appliances for surface and 
under-surface and sewage drainage, may become the 
owner of such sewers, culverts, inlet and appliances by 
paying therefor the actual value of the same at the time 
of the taking by the township. 

In case the superv:isors of the township cannot agree 
with the owners of such sewers as to the price to be 
paid therefor, the supervisors may enter upon and take 
possession of such sewers, culverts, inlets and appliances. 
For all damage done or suffered or which accrues to the 
owner or owners of such sewer by reason of the taking 
of the same, the funds of the township raised by taxa
tion shall be pledged and deemed as security; such dam
ages to be determined by viewers in the manner ·pro
vided by this act for eminent domain proceedings. If 
any sewer or sewer system is acquired by purchase under 
the provisions of this section, the cost of such acquisition 
may be distributed or assessed in the same manner as 
if such sewer or sewer system had been constructed by 
such township under the provisions of this act. 
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(g) Joint Sewers and Drains 

Section 1540. Agreements for Joint Sewers.-Town
ships may enter into agreements with municipalities or 
other townships for the purpose of building sewers, ill
cluding trunk-line sewers or drains and sewage-disposal 
plarits. Such agreement shall provide for the joint main
tenance of the same. 

Section 1541. State Permit.-No such sewer or plant 
shall be constructed until plans and specifications have 
been submitted to the State Department of Health and 
approved, in accordance with provisions of the act of 
April twenty-second, one thousand nine hundred and 
five' (Page, two hundred and sixty), entitled "An act 
to preserve the purity of the waters of the State for the 
protection of the public health.'' 

ARTICLE XVI 
WATER SUPPLY AND WATERWORKS 

$ection 1601. Contracts with Water Companies and 
Municipalities.-The supervisors of any township may, 
by contract with any private corporation ·or any adja
cent municipality owning a waterworks system, provide 
for a supply of water for public and private uses, to be 
delivered into the lines of the township at or near the 
boundary thereof, or to be delivered through lines owned 
by 1'\UCh company or municipality within such township, 
or' any part thereof. 

Section 1602. Water Lines and Connections.-Town
ship supervisors shall have full power by contract to ~ay 
water lines and to regulate the making of connections 
therewith, or to contract or eriter into agreements with 

!
. any private water company or municipality for the lay

ing of water lines within the limits of such township, or 
any part thereof. 

Section 1603. Expenditure of Township Moneys; 
·water Rents.-The township supervisors are authorized 
to expend moneys of the township for the purpose of 
providing such water lines and connections, and for the 

f 

( 

purpose of providing a supply of water for private and 
public use. They may provide for the collection of 
water rents from users of such water, or may enter into 
contracts or agreements with private corporations and 
municipalities supplying such water for the collection 
by such private corporations and municipalities of water 
rents from such users. 

Section 1604. Stafe Permit.-The supervisors of any 
township may, by resolution, provide, regulate, and pro
tect any system of distribution of water for private and 
public use after a certified copy of the plans and sur
veys for such system, with a description of the sources 
from which it is proposed to derive the supply, are filed 
with the Department of Health, and a written permit for 
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the construction of such system obtained from the Sec
retary of Health, in accordance with existing law. 

Section 1605. Occupation of Highways.-In provid- \ 
ing for regulating, protecting, and extending its system I_ 
of distribution of water, the township may occupy public f 
highways, but no highway under the jurisdiction of the l 
State Department of Highways shall be occupied until a 
permit therefor has been obtained from the Department 
of Highways of the Commonwealth, nor any highway { 
under the jurisdiction of the county until a permit there- I' 
for has been obtained from the county commissioners. r 

Section 1606. Joint Maintenance of Works with a 1 

~-/ :aorough.-Any township may unite with a borough in \ 
the construction or acquisition and maintanence of works 
for the supply of water. The construction of such water
works shall be commenced only after plans for such '< 
waterworks have been filed with the State Secretary of ... 
Health, and a permit issued in accordance with the act )l 
of Assembly of April twenty-second, one thousand nine 
hunared and five (Page, two hundred sixty), entitled ~ 
''An act to preserve the purity of the waters of the State l 
for the protection of the public health," and after a 
permit has been issued by the Water and Power Re
sources Board for the construction of any dam, in ac
cordance with the act of the twenty-fifth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
five hundred fifty-five), entitled "An act providing for 
the regulation of dams or other structures or obstruc
tions, as defined herein, in, along, across, or projecting 
into all streams and bodies of water wholly or partly '1, 
within, or forming part of the boundary of, this Com- ' 
monwealth; vesting certain powers and duties in the ~ 
Water Supply Commission of Pennsylvania for this pur
pose; and providing penalties for the violation of the 
provisions hereof." 

Section 1607. Commission of Waterworks.-When
ever any township unites with a borough in the construc
tion or acquisition and maintenance of waterworks, the 
supervisors of such township, after the passage of a reso
lution to that effect, may join with the councils of such 
boroughs, now authorized by the General Borough Law 
so to join, and apply to the court of common pleas for 
the appointment of a commission of waterworks. Such 
commission shall be composed o-f citizens of each of the 
boroughs and townships so uniting. 

Section 1608. Public Service Company Law Saved.
Nothing contained in this article shall be construed to 
repeal or to supersede any of the provisions of the Public 
Service Company Law. 

Section 1609. Water Districts; Application of Tax
payers.-Whenever the taxpayers of any section of a 
township whose property valuation, as assessed for tax
able purposes within such section, shall amount to fifty 
per centum of the total property valuation, as assessed 
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for taxable ·purposes within such section, shall, by pe
tition, so request, the supervisors of such township shall 
constitute such section into a water district or divide it 
into several water districts. In every such case of divi
sion into several districts, the supervisors shall make an 
estimate of the proportion of the cost of the water system 
which should equitably be charged on each of said dis
tricts and declare and establish such· apportionment by 
resolution. No district shall be charged with more than 
its due proportion of the cost of the main pipe lines, 
pumping stations, et cetera, used jointly by more than 
one distriet; the aggregate amount charged on property 
in any such district shall not exceed the amount of such 
estimate. 

Any amount not legally chargeable upon properties 
benefited shall be paid out of the general township fund. 

Section 1610.-Manner of Assessment.-The charge 
for any such water system construction in any township 
shall be assessed upon the properties accommodated or 
benefited in either of the following methods : 

(a) By an assessment, pursuant to a resolution of 
the board of supervisors, of each lot or piece of land in 
proportion to its frontage abutting on the mains, allow
ing such reduction in the case of properties abutting on 
more than one main as the resolution may specify. No 
assessment by frontage shall be made on properties of 
such a character as not to be lawfully subject to such 
manner of assessment, and each abutting property shall 
be assessed with not less than the whole amount of the 
benefit accruing to it and legally assessable; or 

(b) By an assessment upon the several properties 
abutting on the mains in proportion to benefits. The 
amount of the charge on each property shall be ascer
tained as hereinafter provided. 

When there is more than one district, the assessment 
in each district· may be by different methods. 

Section 1611. Procedure for Assessment of Benefits. 
-In all eases where the board of supervisors shall select 
the method provided by subdivision (b) of the foregoing 
section, they shall petition the court of common pleas 
for appointment of viewers to assess benefits. In all 
cases where they shall neglect for a period of three 
months after the completion of the water system to either 
ordain assessments by frontage or present petition for 
appointment of viewers, taxpayers of the district or dis
tricts affected whose property valuation, as assessed for 
taxable purposes within the district, shall amount to fifty 
per centum of the total property valuation, as assessed 
for taxable purposes within the township, may present 
a petition to the court of common pleas of the proper 
county for the appointment of viewers to assess benefits; 
and, in all cases. where such taxpayers shall, within 
three months of the adoption of a resolution levying an 
assessment under the method provided by subsection (a) 
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of said foregoing section; by petition, state to said court 
that such assessment insufficiently represents the bene
,fits accruing to abutting properties, they may include in 
such petition a prayer for the appointment of viewers to 
assess benefits. In either ease, the court shall thereupon 
a·ppoint three disinterested persons from· the board of 
county viewers, neither of whom shall be a resident of 
that portion of the township which is accommodated by 
the water system in question, and the viewers so ap
pointed shall proceed as provided in this act for proceed
ings for the assessment of damages and benefit,s by view
ers. . The aggregate of the assessments in any water 
district shall not exceed the amount charged to such dis
trict for its share of the cost of the water system con
struction unless the same shall, by petition of taxpayers 
whose property valuation as aforesaid shall amount to 
fifty per centum ·of the total property valuation, as as
se$sed for taxable purposes within the districts affected, 
presented within three months after the adoption of a 
resolution providing for an assessment by frontage, be 
stated to insufficiently represent the amount of benefits 
to such properties, in which case the proceedings by ta:x
payers authorized above shall be applicable. Upon the 
filing of such .a petition by taxpayers, as aforesaid, for 
appointment of viewers, any assessment made by the 
supervisors and any proceedings thereunder shall be 
null and void. 

Section 1612. Liens for .Assessments; Costs of Pro
ceedings.-.A.fter the amount of the assessment charged 
upon the several properties has been established, either 
by resolution making assessments according to frontage, 
or by confirmation of any report of viewers in whole or 
in part, it shall be the duty of the township supervisors 
to file municipal liens for the asse.ssments covered by 
such resolution or confirmation within the time and in 
the manner provided by law, the same to be subject in 
all respects to the general law providing for the filing 
and recovery of municipal liens. The amounts of all 
assessments shall be payable to the township treasurer 
for thenuse of the township. The supervisors shall ahw 
make out bills for the amount charged against each prop· 
erty, which shall be forthwith sent to all property own
er$ effected residing in the township, and mailed to all 
such owners residing elsewhere whose address is known. 

The costs of publication of notices in proceedings 
before viewers shall be paid by the township upon pres
entation of bills approved by the court. 

ARTICLE XVII 
Public Buildings 

Section 1701. Lockup.-The board of supervisors of 
townships may, after obtaining the assent of the electors 
of the township, expressed by vote at an election to be 
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held at the place, time; and under the same regulations 
as provided for the· holding of municipal elections, build 
and maintain a suitable place for the purpose of incar
cerating criminals, disorderly, suspicious,. and intoxi
cated persons, until they can be dealt with according 
to law! The ballots to be deposited by the electors shall 
be prepared in conformity· with the general election law. 
In reaching and counting and in making returns of the 
votes cast, the inspectors, judges, and clerks of said 
election shall be governed by the laws regulating munic
ipal elections; and the vote shall be counted by the court 
as provided by the general law governing municipal 
elections. The board of supervisors shall direct the con
stable of the township to issue a proclamation, ten days 
prior to the date of the municipal election, that the quali
fied electors will vote ~'For or against building a lock• 
up.'' Such building, when erected, shall be under the 
care of the board of supervisors. · 

Section 1702 ... Town Hall.-The supervisors of town• 
ships ·may procure a suitable lot of ground, and erect 
a suitable building thereon for a townhouse in which to 
hold elections, store road machinery, hold meetings of 
township officers, and community activities, and for 
other township uses. For the purpose of procuring a lot 
of ground and erecting a town hall, the supervisors may 
borrow money at a rate of interest not exceeding six per 
centum and issue bonds therefor. 

Section· 1703. Unloaders and Warehouses.-Town
ships may purchase or lease land adjacent to the tracks 
or right of way of any railroad or street railway, within 
or without the limits of such townships, and erect thereon 
suitable unloaders, warehouses, or other buildings as 
may be necessary for unloading, handling, and storing 
road materials and supplies. 

Section 1704. Appropriation of Property.-Town
ships may enter upon and appropriate private property, 
and also land heretofore granted or dedicated to public 
or other use, within the limits of such township, and 
which is no longer used for the purpose for which the 
same was granted or dedicated, for the erection thereon 
of a town hall, hose house, lockup, and such other public 
buildings as are necessary for public purposes. No land 
or property used for any cemetery, burying ground, 
public or parochial school, educational or charitable in
stitution, seminary, or place of public worship shall be 
taken or appropriated by virtue of any power contained 
in this section. 

Section 1705. Resolution of Supervisors.-Whenever 
the supervisors desire to acquire, enter upon, take, use, 
and appropriate private property or lands for public 
buildings, they shall declare such intention by a resolu
tion duly enacted. 

Section 1706. How Damages .A.re Assessed.-The 
compensatifln and damages arising from such taking, 
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using, and appropriating of private property for such 
purposes shall be considered, ascertained, determined, 
awarded, and paid in the manner provided in this act for 
eminent domain proceedings. 

Section 1707. Use of Public Land Acquired for Other 
Purposes.-Whenever the supervisors desire to take any 
lands heretofore granted or dedicated to a use or pur
pose for which they are no longer used, they shall pass 
a resolution declaring such intention and shall there
upon petition the court of common pleas for leave to file 
the bond of such township for the purpose of securing 
any person or persons who may be injured by the taking 
of such lands. The court shall thereupon direct notice 
to be given by publication in at least two newspapers of 
the county. If no exceptions are filed to the bond on or 
before the day fixed in the notice, the court shall ap
prove the same. The court may increase the amount of 
the bond, and hear and determine all exceptions that are 
filed against the approval thereof. Upon the approval 
of such bond, the supervisors may enter upon and take 
such lands for the purposes of erecting public buildings. 
The bond, which shall be in the name of the Common
wealth, for the use of any person or persons who are en
titled to damage by reason of the taking of the lands, 
shall remain on file for their use and benefit. 

In case the compensation for damages, accruing from 
any such appropriations, has not been agreed upon by 
the parties in interest, the same may be assessed by view
ers in accordance with the provisions of this act for the 
assessment of damages in eminent domain proceedings. 

ARTICLE XVIII 

LICENSES AND LICENSE FEES 

(a) Transient Retail Merchants 

Section 1801. Transient Retail Merchants to Be Li
censed.-Every person, whether principal or agent, en
tering into, beginning, or desiring to begin, a transient 
retail business in any township for the sale of any goods, 
wares, or merchandise whatsoever, and who hires, leases, 
occu.Pies, or uses any room, apartment, store, shop, build
ing, railway car, or other place or structure for the ex
hibition and sale of such goods, wares, or merchandise, 
shall take out a license for the same from the 1mper
visors of the said township: Provided, however, That 
nothing herein contained shall apply to farmers selling 
their own produce, or to any sale of goods, wares, or 
merchandise, donated by the owners thereof, the pro-

. ceeds whereof are to be applied to any charitable or 
philanthropic purpose. 

Section 1802. Amount and Payment of License Fee; 
Penalty.-The amount of such license in any township 
shall be the sum of twenty-five dollars ($25) per month, 
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or fractional part thereof, to be paid to the township 
treasurer. Said license shall be renewed monthly during 

.i the continuance of said sale, and upon failure of said 
,. person or persons so to secure such license, he, she, or 

they shall, in a summary proceeding, be fined in a sum 
not less than one hundred dollars ( $100) nor more than 
two hundred dollars ($200), and, in default of payment 
of said fines, shall be imprisoned in the jail of the county 
for a period not exceeding thirty (30) ·days. 

} Section 1803. Mercantile License Law Saved.-Noth
;1 ing herein contained shall be construed to relieve any 
• person, partnership, or corporation from the duty of 
! taking out a license or from the payment of any license 
' tax imposed or authorized by any other statute of this 

Commonwealth. 
(b) Restrictions 

l Section 1811. Agents for Licensed Dealers Not to 
} Be Licensed.-It shall be unlawful for any township to 

levy ,any license fee or mercantile tax upon any persons 
·) taking orders for merchandise, by sample, from dealers 
) or merchants, for individuals or companies who pay a 
~ license or mercantile tax at their chief places of business. 
/ Nothing in this section shall authorize any person to sell 
{ by retail to others than dealers or merchants. 

Section 1812. Insurance Agents and Brokers Not to 
Be Licensed. It shall be unlawful for any township to 
impose or collect any license fee upon insurance com
panies, or their agents, or insurance brokers, authorized 
to transact business under the Insurance Laws of the 

( Commonwealth. 
} Section 1813. License Fees on Residents Not to Ex-

ceed Those on Nonresidents.-It shall be unlawful for 

J 
any township to impose by resolution or exact or collect, 
under the provisions of any resolution heretofore or 

( hereafter enacted, any license tax or fee upon or from 
(, any manufacturer, or the agent, representative, or em
;., ploye or any manufacturer, who is a resident of the Com
,., monwealth, for soliciting orders for or for selling any 
~ goods, merchandise, or wares manufactured within this 

~ 
Commonwealth that is not or cannot legally be im
posed upon or exacted or collected from any manufac
turer or dealer, or the agent, representative, or employe 
of any manufacturer, who is a nonresident of the Com
monwealth, for soliciting orders for or for selling any 
goods, merchandise, or wares manufactured without the 
Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE XIX 
PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS, GYMNASIUMS, PUBLIC BATHS, 

SwnIMING PooLs, INDOOR RECREATION CENTERS, 
AND FORESTS 

( Section 1901. Designation and Acquisition of Lands. 
I -The township supervisors of any township may desig-
~ 
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nate and set apart for use as parks, playgrounds, play
fields, gymnasiums, public baths, swimming pools, · or 
indoor recreation centers, any lands or buildings, owned 
by su:ch township, and not dedicated or devoted to other 
public use; Such township may, in such manner as may 
be authorized or provided by law for the acquisition of 
lands or buildings for public purposes in such township; 
acquire lands or buildings therein for use as parks, play
grounds, playfields, gymnasiums, public baths, swim
ming pools, or indoor recreation centers, or, if there be 
no law authorizing such acquisition, the township super- ' 
visors may acquire lands or buildings for such purposes 
by gift or purchase, or may lease lands or buildings ·in 
such township for temporary use for such purposes. 

Section 1902. Park and Recreation Boards.-The au
thority to supervise and maintain parks, playgrounds, 
playfields, gymnasiums, public baths, swimming pools, 
or indoor recreation centers may be vested in any exist
ing body or board or in a park board or recreation.board 
as the township supervisors may determine. The ,local 
authorities of any such township may equip, operate and 
maintain the parks, playgrounds, playfields, gymnasi~ 
urns, swimming pools, public baths, or indoor recreation 
centers, as authorized by this act. Such local authorities 
may, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of 
this act, employ play leaders, recreation directors, super
visors, superintendents, or any other officers or em-
ployes as they deem prop~r. . . 

Section 1903. Appointment of Park and Recreation 
Boards.-If the toF.,nship supervisors shall determine 
that the power to equip, P'.Perate, and maintain parks, 
playgrounds, playfields, gymnasiums, public baths, swim
ming pools, or recreation centers shall be exercised by a 
park board or recreation board, they may establish, in 
said township, such park board or recreation board, 
which shall possess all the powers, and be subject to all 
the responsibilities, of the respective local authorities 
under this act. Either such boards, when established, 
shall consist of five persons. The members of such boards 
shall be appointed by the supervisors, and shall serve for 
terms of five years or until their successors are ap
pointed, except that the members of such board first 
appointed shall be appointed for such terms that the 
term of one member shall expire annually thereafter. 
Members of such board shall serve without pay. Women 
shall be eligible for appointment. Vacancies in such 
board occurring otherwise than by expiration of term 
shall be for the unexpired term, and shall be filled in 
the same manner as original appointments. 

Section 1904:. Officers of Board.-The members of a 
park board or recreation board, established pursuant to 
this act, shall elect their own chairman and secretary 
and select all other necessary officers, to serve for a 
period of one year, and may employ such persons as 
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may be needed as authorized by this act. Such boards 
shall have power to adopt rules and regulations for the 
conduct of all business within their jurisdiction. 

Section 1905. Joint ~Iunicipal Acquisitions.-Any 
township may, jointly with any one or more townships, 
boroughs and cities, acquire property for and operate 
and maintain any parks, playgrounds, playfields, gym
nasiums, public baths, swimming pools, or indoor recrea
tion centers. 

Section 1906. Bond Issues.-The township super
visors may issue bonds for the purpose of acquiring 

i lands or buildings for parks, playgrounds, playfields, 
> gymnasiums, swimming pools, public baths, or indoor 

recreation centers and for the equipment thereof. 
~ Section 1907. Cost of Maintenance; Annual Tax 
} Levies.-All expenses incurred in the operation or such 

parks, playgrounds, playfields, gymnasiums, swimming 
\ pools, public baths, or indoor recreation centers, estab-

lished as herein provided, shall be payable from the 

) treasury of such township. The local authorities of such 
" township, having power to appropriate money therein, 
1 may annually appropriate, and cause to be raised by 
f taxation such tax, not to exceed two mills on the dollar 
f of the assessed valuation of taxable property in such 

township, for the purpose of maintaining nnd operating 
parks, playgrounds, playfields, gymnasiums, public 
baths, swimming pools, and recreation centers. 

Section 1908. Right of Acquisition of Ii'orcst Lands. 
-Towru:ihips may acquire, by pnrcliase, gift or lease, and 

,' hold tracts of land covered with forest or tree growth, 
; or suitable for the growth of trees, and administer the 

same under the direction of the Secretary of Ji'orcsts 
} and Waters, in accordance with the practices and prin
~ ciples of scientific forestry, for the benefit of the town
t ship. Such tracts may be of any Rize suitable for the 
> purpose, and may be located within or without the town
' ship limits. 

1 Section 1909. Approval of Secretary of Ji1orm-its and 
Waters.-Beforo the pmisage of any resolution for the 
acquisition of land to be used as towm;hip forests, the 
township supervisors shall submit to the Secretary of 
Forests and Waters and secure his approval of the area 
and location of such land. 

Section lfllO. Resolution and. Notice-Whenever the 
township ::;upervisors deem it expedient to acquire any 
lands for forests, they shall so tleclare by a resolution, 
wherein shall be set forth all fact.q and conditions relat
ing to the proposed action, which proposed resolution 
shall be advertised once a week for three weeks prior to 
its passage. 

Section 1911. Appropriation for Acquisition.-All 
/ money necessary for the purchase of such tracts shall be 
! ·appropriated in the same manner as appropriations for 
i' township purposes, and such funds may be provided 
{ 7 
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from the current revenue or by the proceeds of a sale 0:£ 
bonds in accordance with existing law. 

Section 1912. Control of Forests by Secretary of For
ests and Waters.-Upon the acquisition of any forests or 
lands suitable for forests, the township supervisors shall 
notify the Secretary of Forests and Waters, who shall 
make such rules for the government and proper admin
istration of the same as may be necessary ; and the sec
retary shall publish such rules, declare the uses of the 
forest in accordance with the intent of this article, and 
make such provision for its administration, maintenance, 
protection, and development as shall be necessary or 
expedient. The rules governing the administration of 
such forests shall hav~ for their main purpose the pro
ducing of a continuing township revenue by the sale of 
forest products. 

Section 1913. Appropriation for M:aintenance.-All 
moneys necessary to be expended for the administration, 
maintenance, protection, and development of such for
ests shall be appropriated and applied as is now done for 
township purposes. All revenue and emoluments aris
ing from such forests shall be paid into the township 
treasury, to be used for general township purposes. 

Section 1914. Use of Township Forests as Outing 
Grounds.-Township forests may be used by the public 
as general outing or recreation grounds, subject to the 
rules governing their administration. 

Section 1915. Disposition of Township Forests; Pro
cedure; Ordinance; Submission of Question.-When
ever the township supervisors deem it expedient to alien
ate any forest, or part thereof, they shall so declare by 
a resolution, wherein shall be set forth all the facts and 
conditions relating to the proposed action, which pro
posed resolution shall be advertised once a week for three 
weeks prior to its passage. No resolution shall be effec
tive in legalizing such alienation until it has been ap
proved by a majority vote of the people at the next ensu
ing election. 

Section 1916. Appropriation of Moneys to Forestry 
Organizations.-The supervisors of any township may 
appropriate moneys from their respective treasuries to 
any forest protection association cooperating in forest 
work with the State Department of Forests and Waters, 
or to be expended in direct cooperation with said Depart
ment of Forests and Waters in forest work. 

Section 1917. Approval of Electors for Acquisition 
of Land.-The township supervisors hereby are author
ized, on behalf of the township, to accept the title to 
lands which may be donated to the township for any 
of the purposes mentioned in this article of this act, but 
none of the other powers conferred upon them by sec
tions one thousand nine hundred and one to one thou
sand nine hundred and sixteen, inclusive, shall be exer
cised by them except after the approval thereof by the 
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electors of said township at an election for the purpose 
held on a regular municipal election day, of which elec
tion notice shall be given by publication in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the county in which the town
ship is located; and by at least twenty hand bills posted 
in as many public places in the township; said publica
tion and posting to be at least ten days before the day 
of the election. · 

ARTICLE xx 
ACTIONS BY AND AGAINST TOWNSHIPS 

Section 2001. Supervisors to Bring and Defend 
Suits.-All suits by a township shall be brought and 
conducted by the township supervisors. In all suits 
against a township, process shall be served upon and 
defence made by the township supervisors. . 

Section. 2002. Right of Taxpayers to Inquire Into 
Judgments.-Any taxpayer of any township may in
quire into the validity of any judgment, or def end the 
township in any suit or judgment, upon filing a petition 
with the court of common pleas of the county in which 
suit is pending or judgment exists, accompanied by an 
affidavit that the taxpayer believes that injustice will 
be done to the township in such suit or judgment. When
ever it is deemed necessary, the court may order such 
taxpayer to file a bond, with one or more sureties, to be 
approved by court, to save harmless the township from 
all costs that may accrue in such proceeding subsequent 
to the filing of such petition. 

Section 2003. .Appeals by Taxpayers.-Whenever a 
judgment is rendered by any justice of the peace or 
alderman against any township, and a right of appeal is 
given to such township, and for ten days immediately 
after the rendition of such judgment the township of
ficials neglect to perfect an appeal, any taxpayer of such 
township may take an appeal, in behalf of the township, 

1 frc,.m such judgment to the court of common pleas of the 
, county, within the time prescribed for the taking of · 
~, such appeal. 
I Section 2004. Affidavit and Bail by Taxpayers.
\ In taking the appeal, the taxpayer shall make an affi
f davit that the same is not taken for the purpose of de-

lay, but because he verily believes that injustice has been 
done. The taxpayer shall pay the costs of the appeal, 
and enter sufficient bail for the payment of all costs be
fore the justice of the peace or alderman and all costs 
in the court of common pleas. 

I 
Section 2005. Taxpayers Parties to Suits.-Upon the 

filing of such appeal in the court of common pleas of 
the county, the taxpayer shall be made a party to the 
suit, and shall have the right to def end such township 

( therein. 
I. Section 2006. Recovery of Municipal Claims.-In ad-

dition to the remedies provided by law for the filing of 
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liens for the collection of municipal claims, all town
ships may proceed for the recovery ·and collection of 
municipal claims by action of assumpsit against the per
son or persons who were the owner or owners of the 
property at the time of the completion of the improve
ment, notwithstanding the fact that there· was a failure 
on the part of any such township, or its agents, to enter 
any such municipal claim as a lien against the property 
assessed for the improvement, and for the recovery of 
which the action of assumpsit was brought. Any such 
action in assumpsit shall be commenced within three 
years after the completion of the improvement from 
which said claim arises. 

This section shall extend to all municipal claims where 
improvement was heretofore made, where the action of 
assumpsit has been instituted under the provisions of 
prior acts of Assembly, and where the claim is not barred 
by the statute of limitations affecting actions of debt 
or assumpsit. 

ARTICLE XXI 

REPEALS 

Section 2101. The following acts and parts of acts 
are hereby repealed as respectively indicated: 

(1) Sections one and three of the act, approved the 
fourteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-seven (Pamphlet Laws, two hundred and sixty
six), entitled ''An act to regulate the remuneration of 
policemen and constables employed as policemen 
throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and 
prohibiting them from charging or accepting any fee or 
other compensation, in addition to their salary, except as 
public rewards and mileage for traveling expenses,'' so 
far as the same relates to townships of the second class. 

(2) The act approved the nineteenth day of April 
one thousand nine hundred and one (Pamphlet Laws, 
eighty-two), entitled" .An act making it lawful for any 
municipality, in which a corporation, created and exist
ing under and by virtue of the laws of this Common
wealth, have constructed and are maintaining, or may 
hereafter construct and maintain, sewers, culverts, con
duits and pipes, with the necessary inlets and appliances, 
for surface, under surface and sewage drainage, to be
come the owner of such sewers, culverts, conduits, and 
pipes with the necessary inlets and appliances aforesaid; 
providing the amount to be paid for the same, and the 
manner of ascertaining such amount in case of disagree
ment between the municipality and the corporation own
ing the same," so far as it relates to townships of the 
second class. 

(3) The aet approved the fifth day of June, one thou
sand nine hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, four 
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hundred and nineteen), entitled ''An act to authorize the 
display of the State, county, city, borough, or other 
municipal flags on public buildings in the Common
wealth," so :far as it relates to townships of the second 
class. 

( 4) The act approved the fifth day of .April, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, 
forty-seven), entitled ''An act authorizing supervisors 
of townships of the second class by authority of the court 
to appoint policemen; defining their powers and duties ; 
providing for their compensation; and requiring the 
keepers or persons in charge of jails, lockups, and station
houses to receive persons arrested by such policemen,'' 
absolutely. 

(5) The act approved the tenth day of May, one thou
sand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, one 
hundred and :fifty-eight), entitled ".An act to authorize 
counties, cities, boroughs, towns, townships, school dis
tricts, and poor districits to require a bond to protect 
labor and materialmen, and providing for suits thereon 
by laborers and materialmen furnishing labor and ma
terial in and about the erection, alteration, addition, and 
repair of public buildings,'' so far as it relates to town
ships of the second class. 

(6) The act approved the twenty-eighth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, six hundred and fifty), entitled ''.An act to amend 
an act, approved the eleventh day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred and fifteen, entitled '.An act to amend an 
act, approved the fourteenth day of April, one thousand 
nine hundred and fifteen, entitled ''.An act providing for 
the payment of judgments and mortgages, and other 
claims, which are liens on property affected by public 
improvements or appropriated by the exercise of the 
right of eminent domain," ' excepting proceedings to 
ascertain damages and benefits by reason of municipal 
street or sewer improvements,'' so far as it relates to 
townships of the second class. 

(7) The act approved the sixth day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, 
seven hundred and forty-seven), entitled ".An act re
quiring all counties, cities, boroughs, townships, school 
districts, and other municipalities and incorporated dis
tricts, to sell any bonds or other securities issued by them 
to the highest responsible bidder, after due public 
notice,'' so far as it relates to townships of the second 
class. 

(8) The act approved the eleventh day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, 
seven hundred and seventy-seven), entitled "An act to 
amend an act, entitled 'A supplement to an act, entitled 
"An act relating to roads, highways and bridges," ap
proved the thirteenth day of June, Anno Domini eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six,' approved the fifth day of May, 
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one thousand nine hundred and eleven, so as to provide 
for the construction, change, or alteration of parts of 
public roads in counties, boroughs, or townships without 
the formality of a view, where the costs and expenses to 
such county, borough, or township, including damages, 
shall not exceed three hundred dollars,'' so far as it 
relates to townships of the second class. 

(9) The act approved the fourteenth day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, 
eight .. hundred and forty), entitled "An act concerning 
townships; and revising, amending, and consolidating 
the law relating thereto," and the amendments thereto, 
so .far aa relates to townships of the second class, ex
cepting sections four hundred and thirty-two, four hun
dred and thirty-three, four hundred and thirty-four, 
four hundred and thirty-five, four hundred and thirty
six, four hundred and thirty-seven, and four hundred 
and thirty-eight, and the amendments to said sections, 
which shall not be repealed hereby. 

(10) The act approved the eighteenth day of July, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, one thousand and seventy-three), entitled "An 
act relating to bridges in townships of the second class,'' 
absolutely. 

(11) The act approved the eighteenth day of July, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, one thousand and eighty-three), entitled "An act 
requiring all persons contracting with the Common
wealth, or any department or officer thereof, or any 
municipal corporation, division or subdivision of the 
Commonwealth, to accept the provisions of the State 
Workmen's Compensation Act, and to insure the said 
contractor's liability thereunder, or secure an exemption 
from insurance in accordance with the terms of the said 
act in respect to such contract,'' so far as it relates to 
townships of the second class. 

(12) The act approved the first day of May, one thou
sand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, nine
ty-three), entitled" An act providing for the relocation, 
alteration, and vacation of public roads and highways, 
approaching, leading into, or contiguous to parks and 
public grounds, title to which parks and public grounds 
is. vested in the State of Pennsylvania, and providing 
remedies therefor," so far as it relates to townships of 
tlie second class. 

(13) The act approved the eighth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred and thirty), entitled ''An act requiring 
prothonotaries and clerks of courts to furnish to the 
Secretary of Internal Affairs copies of orders of court 
relative to the creation, consolidation, division, and par
tition of cities, boroughs, and townships, and fixing the 
fee of such officers for such services," so far as it re
lates to townships of the second class. 
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(14) The act approved the twentieth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
:five hundred and thirteen), entitled "An act providing 
a method whereby highways, the center line of which 
constitutes a dividing line between a city and a township 
in an adjacent county, may be altered or improved, and 
the cost thereof apportioned between the city, county, 
and township; and providing the procedure to be fol
lowed where such city and the township or the county 
in which such township is situated do not or cannot agree 
with respect to the method of such alterations or im
provements or the apportionment of the cost thereof,'' 
so far as it relates to townships of the second class. 

(15) The act approved the seventh day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
seven hundred and thirty-two), entitled "An act au
thorizing boroughs and townships to establish separate 
grades for sidewalks and cartways or roadways," so far 
as it relates to townships of the second class. 

(16) The act approved the :fifth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
three hundred and eighty-one), entitled "An act au
thorizing the several boroughs and townships to appro
priate moneys for the support of county associations of 
boroughs and townships,'' so far as it relates to town
ships of the second class. 

(17) The act approved the fifth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
three hundred and ninety-seven), entitled "An act au
thorizing a State association of township supervisors 
and township commissioners, and providing for the pay
ment of the expenses thereof by the respective counties,'' 
so far as it relates to townships of the second class. 

(18) The act approved the tenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred and twenty-eight), entitled ''An act fixing 
the confirmation of the reports of viewers, or portions 
thereof, in proceedings to assess damages or benefits 
incident to public improvements, where no exceptions 
are filed or appeals taken,'' so far as it relates to town
ships of the second class, except road views in such 
townships. 

(19) The act approved the eleventh day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred and eighty-four), entitled ".An act to 
amend sections one, two, three, five, six and seven of an 
act, approved the eighth day of July, one thousand nine 
hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred 
and eighty-four), entitled 'An act empowering cities of 
the second and third classes, boroughs, and counties to 
acquire, maintain, and operate playgrounds, playfields, 
gymnasiums, J>Ublic baths, swimming pools, and indoor 
recreation centers; authorizing school districts to join 
in the maintenance and operation of said activities; and 
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authorizing the issue of bonds and the levy of taxes for 
such purposes,' by extending the provisions thereof so as 
to include townships,'' so far as it relates to townships 
of the second class. 

(20) The act approved the twelfth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
five hundred and forty-four), entitled "An act authoriz
ing counties, cities, boroughs, towns, and townships to 
acquire lands by purchase, gift, or condemnation, and 

·to convey such lands to the Commonwealth for use of 
the National Guard,'' so far as it relates to townships of 
the second class. 

(21) The act approved the twenty-sixth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, ninety), entitled ".An act authorizing counties, 
cities, boroughs, and townships to appropriate moneys 
for forest work," so far as it relates to townships of 
the second class. 

(22) The act approved the twenty-sixth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamph
let Laws, one hundred and five), entitled ''An act to 
amend section one of the act, approved the twenty-third 
day of May, one thousand nine hundred and seven 
(Pamphlet Laws, two hundred and twenty-five), en
titled 'An act providing for the payment of the pre
miums on bonds of county, city, borough, school district, 
and township employes,' extending the provisions there
of to officers,'' so far as it relates to townships of the 
second class. 

(23) The act approved the third day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred and thirty-six), entitled "An act 
authorizing cities, boroughs, towns, and townships to 
purchase burial plots for certain deceased service men,'' 
so far as it relates to townships of the second class. 

(24) The act approved the twenty-second day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet l 
Laws, three hlmdred and fifteen), entitled "An act re- { 
quiring supervisors and commissioners of townships to 
apply for county aid in the construction and maintenance 
of roads upon application therefor by property owners,'' 
so far as it relates to townships of the second class. 

(25) The act approved the twenty-fourth day of May, \ 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, four hundred and forty-two), entitled" An act to 
provide for the licensing of transient, retail merchants 
in cities, boroughs, and townships; and providing a 
penalty for the failure to obtain such license," so far as 
it relates to townships of the second class. 

(26) The act approved the fourteenth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, eight hundred and one), entitled "An act au
thorizing the State Highway Department, the Public 
Service Commission, counties, cities, boroughs, and town-
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ships. to purchase, or condemn by the, right. of eminent 
domam, free and unobstructed view. over, and , across 
lan~s. at certain highway, railroad, and railway inter-
11ect1on,s and. curv:es, so as to prevent and permit reu,.oval 
.0£ interference with and obstru.ction .of the vision. 1 of 
,users of sai~ highways; and providing for the :us~ of 
such lands m such mann,er as. not to interfere with , a 
rfr~e an<I unobstructed view,'' so. fa,;r as it !'.elates to· tow.n· 
ships Qf the second class. , , . · . , 
1. (27/ The act ,approved the twenty-ninth day of Jl,lne, 
one tho~sand nine hundred and twenty.three {Pamp4let 
Laws, mne P,undred, and forty-four), entitled .''.An a~t to 
amend section two of an act, approved the fifth day ()f 
May1 one . thou,santl. nine hun\}red and .. : twenty-one 
(Pamphlet Laws, three h,undred ~nd µinety-!leven.), en
titled;' .An act authorizing ,a State assoc~ation of township 
supervisors and townsp:ip commiss~on~s, aild' prpviP.il1g 
_for th.e payment of the e:x:penses 1tP,ereof by, ;t4~.respectiy¢ 
,p?nties,' ''so f11r as it relates to townships of the se<io:µd 
_c ass~ . . , . . , , , . ,, 
L . (28) TP,e act appi:<;>ved the seventeentlt day of, Marc4, 
one thousand nine hundred a;nd twenty-five (Paiqp11let 
Laws, thirty-eight), entitled ".An act for the proll).otion 
. of the safety of the traveling public by authorizing 
counties and townships to purchase or condemn, by the 
right of eminent domain, property and. fonds afong high
\vays, so as . to· eliminate dangerous curves and widen 
narrow highways," so far as it relates' to townships, of 
tlie second cla8s. . · , · ' , · 

.. ·. '(29) The act approved' the first d8.y of, .April, one 
tll;ousand riine hund.red and twenty-five .~Pamphl~t La";s, 
one hundred), entitled ','.An act relatmg to township 
roads; prescribing the time withfo which approved 
'.township roads must be physfoally opened; invalidating 
'.proceedings for opening of roads unopened within the 
'prescribed time; and providing ·for the revisiOJi of· any 
l!i:nd pl,'oposed to be taken therefor,'' so far as it telates 
: to fown,_ships of the second class. · . · . , · , , 
. (30)' The act approved the twenty'-seventh day ()f 
'April, one 'thousand nine hundred and twenty-frv'e 
(Pamphlet Laws, three hundred and five), entitled "Ail 

'act authorizing counties, cities, boroughs, ineorporated 
to'\vns, townships, and school diStricts to ma,ke contracts 
of insurance with mutual fire insurance conipanies duly 
authorized to transact business in the Commonwealth of 
'Pennsylvania,'' so far ·as it relates to townships of the 
second class. · 1 

• • 

.,, (31) ·The act approved the twenty-seventh day of 
'.April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five 
' (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred and ten), entitled ".An 
act to provide for the preparation of plans for· the use 
bf viewers, owners, tenants,· and occupiers of property, 
·and all other parties affected in proceedings for the as
sessment of damages for the taking, injury, or destruc-

201 



202 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

tion · of private property ·for •public use, and the· fur
nishing of copies thereof to parties affected thereby," 
so 'far as it relates to townships of the· second class. 

'(32J · ·The act ·approved the twenty-ninth day' of 
April; one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pam
phlet Laws, three hundred and fifty-nine), entitled ".An 
act providing for· the ~lerk of the court of quarter ses
sions of the several counties of this Commonwealth to 
certify to the Department of Highways the establish
ment of all new townships and boroughs within. said 
county; fixing fee f?r such certificatio~; and providi'n~ 
pena~ty,t' so far as it relates to townships of the second 
class. · · 
' · (33) The act approved the thirtieth day o:f April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet 
L~ws, three hundred and seventy-one), entitled ".An act 
pr9vidihg fpr th'e care and maintenance by cities, bor
otlghs, incorporated towns, and townships of any sol
diers' monument, gun, or carriage or other similar 
memorial, where there is no person, body, oi: organiza
tion in existence to care for· and maintain the said 
.memorials,'' so far as . it relates to townships of the 
second class. . · · 

'(34) ' The act approved the :first day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-five · (Pamphlet 
Laws, four hundred and twenty-eight), entitled "An 
act . ;providing for the improvement of certain streets, 
alleys, and highways on the boundary lines of cities, 
boroughs, and townships, and the assessment of prop· 
ert.ies abutting thereon, but lying outside the limits of 
su~h cities, boroughs, or townships,'' so far as it rela~es 
to townships of the second class. · 

(35) The act approved the second day of May, one 
thomiand nine hundred and twenty-:6.ve (Pamphlet 
I,iaws, four hundred and ninety-four), entitled 1

' An act 
authorizing municipalities to expend money for the pur
pose of insuring volunteer firemen against qeath or in· 
juries w}iile .goin~ to or returning from or attending 
;fires," . so far as 1t relates to townships of the second 
class. . , 

(36) The act approved the sixth day of May~ one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet 
Laws, five hundred and forty-six:), entitled ''.An act to 
amend section one of the act, approved the tenth. day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred and seventeen 
(Pamphlet Laws, one hundred fifty-eight), e~titled 'An 
act to authorize counties, cities, boroughs, towns, town
ships, school districts, and poor districts, to require a 
bond ~o protect labor and materialmen, and provid!ng 
for suits thereon by laborers and materialmen furmsh
ing labor and material in and about the erection, altera
tion, addition, and repair of public buildings,' " ao W 
as it relates to townships of the second class. 



' ) 
l 
} 

I 

SESSION OF 1933. 

(37) The act approved the fourteenth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet 
Laws, seven hundred forty-five), entitled "An act to 
prevent unfair discrimination against Pennsylvania 
manufacturers by making it unlawful for any munici
pality to levy license taxes or fees against such manu
facturers that are not levied against nonresident manu
facturers,'' so far as it relates to townships of the second 
class. 

(38) The act approved the twenty-fourth day of 
March, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven 
(Pamphlet Laws, :fifty-six), entitled "An act to amend 
sections one, two, and three as amended, section four, 
and sections five, six, and seven as amended, of an act, 
approved the eighth day of July, one thousand nine 
hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred 
eighty-four), entitled 'An act empowering cities of the 
second and third classes, boroughs, and counties to ac
quire, maintain, and operate playgrounds, playfields, 
gymnasiums, public baths, swimming pools, and indoor 
recreation centers; authorizing school districts to join 
in the maintenance and operation of said activities; and 
authorizing the issue of bonds and the levy of taxes for 
such purposes,' as extended to townships by further ex
tending the provisions of this act so as to include the 
acquiring, maintaining, and operation of parks," so 
far as it relates to townships of the second class. 

(39) The act approved the twentieth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven (Pamphlet 
Laws, three hundred fifty), entitled ''An act making it 
unlawful for any architeet or engineer, in the employ 
of the Commonwealth, or of any county, municipality, 
borough, township, or other subdivision of the Com
monwealth, and engaged in the preparation of plans, 
specifications, or estimates, to bid on any public work, 
or to be interested in contracts for public work; mak
ing it unlawful for the officers of the Commonwealth, 
or any county, municipality, borough, township, or other 
subdivision of the Commonwealth, to award the contract 

l 
to any such architect or engineer in the employ of the 
Commonwealth; and fixing penalties," so far as it re
lates to townships of the second class and engineers and 
architects employed by such townships. 

(40) The act approved the twenty-third day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven 
(Pamphlet Laws, three hundred seventy-five), entitled 
''An act to amend section four of an act, approved the 
fifth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred ninety
seven), entitled 'An act authorizing a State association 
of township supervisors and township commissioners 
and vrovidini: for the payment of the expenses thereof 

~ by the respective counties,' increasing the amount town
\ ships may contribute for the expenses of the annual 
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meeting," so far as it relates to townships of the sec
ond class. 

(41) The act approved the twenty-seventh day of , 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven '.i 
(Pamphlet Laws, four hundred ten), entitled ".An act 
permitting townships of the first and second classes to 
connect for sewage purposes with existing sewers owned 
by adjacent municipalities, and prescribing the proce
dure for so doing,'' so far as it relates to townships of 
the second class. l 

(42) The act approved the twenty-seventh day of } 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven ) 
(Pamphlet Laws, four hundred sixty), entitled" An act ~. 
authorizing municipalities to acquire by gift or bequest, \ 
and to operate and maintain motor ambulances,'' so far 
as it relates to townships of the second class. j 

( 43) The act approved the fourth day of May, one \ 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven (Pamphlet ' 
Laws, seven hundred thirty-eight), entitled "An act re- \ 
quiring counties, cities, boroughs, towns, townships, ( 
school districts, and poor districts, when fixing rates of \ 
taxation in mills, to express such rates also in dollars 
and cents,'' so far as it relates to townships of the 
second class. 

( 44) The act approved the thirteenth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven (Pamphlet 
Laws, nine hundred ninety-two), entitled "An act pro
hibiting cities, boroughs, towns, and townships to in
crease ur diminish the salary, compensation, or emolu
ments of elected officers after their election," so far as 
it relates to townships of the second class. 

( 45) The act approved the twenty-eighth day of 
March, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine 
(Pamphlet Laws, one hundred six), entitled ".An act to 
amend section one of the act, approved the tenth day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred and seventeen 
(Pamphlet Laws, one hundred fifty-eight), entitled '.An 
act to authorize counties, cities, boroughs, towns, town
ships, school districts, and poor districts to require a 
bond to protect labor and materialmen, and providing 
for suits thereon by laborers and materialmen furnish
ing labor and material in and about the erection, altera
tion, addition, and repair of public buildings,' as 
amended, extending the provisions of said act to roads 
and bridges and machinery," so far as it relates to 
townships of the second class. 

(46) The act approved the fourth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred forty-nine), entitled "An act pro
viding for the maintenance of roads and streets on the 
boundary line between cities or boroughs and townships, 
and the procedure in such cases,'' so far as it relates ' 
to townships of the second class. 

(47) The act approved the eleventh day of April, 
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one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws, five hundred eighteen), entitled" An act to amend 
the act, approved the sixth day of July, one thousand 

) nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, seven 
hundred forty-seven), entitled 'An act requiring all 
counties, cities, boroughs, townships, school districts, and 
other municipalities and incorporated districts to sell 
any bonds or other securities issued by them to the 
highest responsible bidder after due public notice,' pro
viding for private sales where no bids are received," so 
far as it relates to townships of the second class. 

(48) The act approved the twenty-second day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine 
(Pamphlet Laws, six hundred thirty), entitled "An act 
providing for the payment of counsel fees out of moneys 
recovered for counties, townships, boroughs, school dis
tricts, or poor districts, upon appeals from the county 
auditors' settlements of the accounts of public officers," 
so far as it relates to townships of the second class. 

(49) The act approved the twenty-fifth day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine 
(Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred seventy-seven), en
titled "An act fixing the time when interest shall begin 
to run on the amounts fixed in reports of viewers for 
the taking, injury and destruction of property by the 
right of eminent domain,'' so far as it relates to town
ships of the second class, except road views in such 
townships. 

(50) The act approved the twenty-fifth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and thirty-one (Pamphlet 
Laws, one thousand three hundred sixty-four), entitled 
"An act to amend clause eight of section three hundred 
eighty-one, and clause four of section three hundred 
eighty-six as amended, of the act, approved the four
teenth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and 
seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, eight hundred forty), en
titled 'An act concerning townships; and revising, 
amending, and consolidating the law relating thereto,' 
by authorizing townships to lend or lease road machinery 
to, and to contract to build and maintain driveways on 
lands of, school districts,'' so far as it relates to town
ships of the second class. 

All other acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this 
act are repealed. This act shall not repeal or modify 
any of the provisions of the Public Service Company 
Law ; nor the act, entitled ''An act to preserve the 
purity of the waters of the State for the protection of 
the public health,'' approved the twenty-second day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and :five; nor the 
act of ihe twenty-fifth day of June, one thousand nine 
hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, five hundred 
fifty-five), entitled "An act providing for the regulation 

~ of dams or other structures or obstructions, as defined 
' herein, in, along, across. or projecting into all streams 
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and bodies of water wholly or partly within, or forming 
part of the boundary of, this Commonwealth; vesting 
certain powers and duties in the Water Supply Commis
sion of Pennsylvania for this purpose; and providing 
penalties for the violation of the provisions hereof,'' 
except as modified by section one thousand three hun
dred and fifteen herein; nor any law relating to the 
Board of Commissioners of Navigation for the River 
Delaware, and its navigable tributaries; nor shall this 
act repeal or modify any of the provisions of any act of 
Assembly amendatory of law in force at the time of 
the passage of this act, or otherwise adopted at the ses
sion of the General Assembly of one thousand nine hun
dred and thirty-three, whether such acts were adopted 
prior to the passage of this act, or shall be adopted 
subsequent to the passage of this act; nor shall this act 
repeal any such act, or part thereof, in force at the time 
of the passage of this act which is amended by any act 
of Assembly adopted at the session of the General As
sembly of one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three. 

APPROVED-The 1st day of May, A. D. 1933. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 

No. 70 

AN ACT 

To amend section twelve of the act, approved the twenty-first day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-one (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred fort.y-nine), entitled "An act imposing a 
State tax, payable by those herein defined as distributors, on 
liquid fuels used or sold and delivered within the Common
wealth, which are ordinarily, practically, and commercially us
able in internal combustion engines for the generation of power; 
piroviding for the collection and lien of the tax, and the dis
tribution and use of the proceeds thereof; requiring such dis
tributors to secure permits, to file corporate surety bonds and 
reports, and to retain certain records; imposing duties on re
tail dealers, common carriers, county commissioners, and such 
distributors; providing for rewards; imposing certain costs on 
counties; conferring powers and imposing duties on certain 
State officers and departments; providing for refunds; impos
ing penalties; and making an appropriation,'' by preventing 
suspension of permits without hearings, and providing for ap
peals in case of suspension or revoeation of permits. • 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &e., That si:ction twelve of 
the act, approved the twenty-first day of May, one thou
~and nine hundred and thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws, one 
hundred forty-nine), entitled "An act imposing.a State 
tax, payable by those herein defined as distributors, on 
liquid fuels used or sold and delivered within the Com
monwealth, which are ordinarily, practically, and com- ~ 
mercially usable in internal combustion engines for the ~ 
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