
SESSION OF 1935. 

No. 141 

AN ACT 

Authorizing the waiver of trial by jury in certain criminal cases, 
and the trial of such cases by a judge without a jury; regulat
ing such trials; an·d conferring a jurisdiction upon the judges 
of the several courts in such cases. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That in all criminal 
cases, except where a sentence of death or imprisonment 
of ten years or more may be imposed, the defendant shall 
have the privilege, with the consent of his attorney of 
record, the judge and the district attorney, to waive trial 
by jury. Such waiver must be in writing, signed by the 
defendant, and shall operate as an election by the de
fendant to be tried by a judge without a jury. 

Section 2. When a defendant has waived trial by jury 
and elected to be tried by a judge without a jury, in ac
cordance with the provisions of the preceding section, 
any judge of the court, in which the cause is pending 
wherein a waiver of trial by jury and election to be tried 
by a judge without a jury is filed, shall have jurisdiction 
to hold the trial and shall proceed to hear, try, and de
termine all issues of law and fact, and to render a gen
eral verdict in like manner as if the defendant had put 
himself upon the inquest or country for trial, and his 
cause were being tried before a jury, and the said trial 
judge may, after hearing the case, order the withdrawal 
or waiver of trial by jury withdrawn, and order and 
direct that the case be tried before a jury. 

Section 3. The Supreme Court shall make rules, for 
the administration of this act, applicable to courts hav
ing criminal jurisdiction, such rules to be consistent with 
legislation passed by the General Assembly. 

Section 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Section 5. This act shall become effective immediately 
upon its final enactment. 

APPROVED-The 11th day of June, A. D. 1935. 

GEORGE H. EARLE 

No. 142 

AN ACT 

Establishing a certain section of public road as a State highway, 
and providing for its construction and maintenance at the ex
pense of the Co=onwealth. 
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Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the following sec- state highway. 
tion of public road shall be adopted by the Common-
wealth as a State highway, to be constructed and main-
tained at the expense of the Commonwealth under the 
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