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The judges of the said Municipal Court shall be ex 
officio justices of the peace. When defendants are bound 
over for trial in any case, indictments may be presented 
against them before the grand jury in accordance with 
existing laws, which indictments may be tried either in 
existing courts or in the Municipal Court as the case 
may be: Provided, however, That, if it shall be decided 
by the courts that provisions herein for exclusive juris­
diction in Municipal Court, or for abolishing prelim­
inary hearings in certain cases, are unconstitutional, the 
intent of the Legislature is hereby expressed that said 
provisions only shall be void, and that all other pro­
visions of this act shall be valid and enforceable . 

.All cases of desertion and nonsupport, instituted in 
the court of quarter sessions pursuant to the authority 
of existing law, which are pending and undisposed of in 
said court at the time this act takes effect, together with 
all orders, decrees, judgments, or sentences, are hereby 
transferred to the Municipal Court. The said Municipal 
Court is hereby authorized to hear, determine, and dis­
pose of the cases hereby tr~nsferred, and shall have full 
power and authority to enforce any and all orders, de­
crees, judgments, or sentences heretofore entered or im­
posed in said cases by the said court of quarter sessions, 
with the same power and effect as if such cases had been 
originally instituted in the said Municipal Court. 

Section 2. That section ten of said act, and the 
amendments thereto, are hereby repealed. 

Section 3. This act shall become effective immediately 
upon final enactment. 

APPROVED-The 7th day of May, .A. D. 1937. 

GEORGE H. EARLE 

No. 157 

AN ACT 

To further amend the act, approved the eighteenth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, three 
hundred nine), entitled "An act to establish a public school 
system in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, together with 
the provisions by which it shall be administered, and pre­
scribing penalties for the violation thereof; providing revenue 
to establish and maintain the same, and the method of collect­
ing such revenue; and repealing all laws, general, special or 
local, or any parts thereof, that are or may be inconsistent 
therewith," by requiring certain school districts to merge with 
other districts, and thereafter to function as a part of the dis­
tricts with which they have been merged; creating a county 
board of school directors for school districts under the direc­
tion of a county superintendent; defining its powers and duties; 
further regulating the affairs of certain school districts; con­
ferring powers and imposing duties on the Department of 
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Public Instruction, the State Council of Education, and county 
8Uperintendents of schools; and imposing certain expenRPs on 
counties. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., 'l'hat section one hun­
dred and eight of the act, approved the eighteenth day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred and eleven (Pam­
phlet Laws, three hundred nine), entitled ''An act to 
establish a public school system in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, together with the provisions by which 
it shall be administered, and prescribing penalties for 
the violation thereof; providing revenue to establish and 
maintain the same, and the method of collecting such 
revenue; and repealing all laws, general, special or local, 
or any parts thereof, that are or may be inconsistent 
therewith,'' is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 108. (a) From and after the beginning of 
the first school year, as herein provided for the school 
district herein established, all independent school dis­
tricts as they now exist shall be abolished, and the lands 
comprising the same shall revert to the school districts 
hereby established in which . they are located, and all 
land heretofore taken from one school district and an­
nexed to another, whether by act of Assembly or order 
of the court, or otherwise, be and hereby is made a part 
of the school district hereby established in which such 
land is located, so that the boundary lines of the several 
school districts as established by this act shall be co­
terminous with the boundary lines of the several cities, 
incorporated towns, boroughs, and townships in this 
Commonwealth, as they then exist or may hereafter be 
created, changed, or extended: Provided, That independ­
ent school districts may be created as hereinafter pro­
vided. 

(b) From and after the first day of July, one thou­
sand nine hundred and thirty-eight, all school districts 
now existing in which no teacher has been employed 
prior to the first day of January, one thousand nine hun­
dred and thirty-seven, for the school year one thousand 
nine hundred thirty-six-one thousand nine h1tndred 
thirty-seven (1936-1937), shall be merged with other dis­
tricts, and the lands comprising the same, together with 
any property or equipment owned by any such district, 
shall become a part of and belong to Stteh district or dis­
tricts as the court of cornmon pleas of the county in 
which the property is located shall determine. It shall 
be the duty of the county boa1·d of school directors to 
prepare and present petitions for such rnergers in ac­
cordance with standards and regulations set up by the 
State Council of Education. In like manner all school 
dt'.stricts employing, prior to the first day of January, 
one thousand nine h1indred and thirty-seven, for the 
school year one thou.sand nine hundred thirty-six-one 
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thousand ni:ne hirndred thirty-seven ( 1936-1937), ten 
teachers, or less, shall be merged with othm· districts, 
on and after the first day of July, one thousand nine 
hundred and forty-one, if the electors of any such school 
clt'.strict shall first have consented to such mergm·. The 
qnestion of such merger shall be submitted to the electors 
at the nmnicipal election in the year one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-nine, and at least ninety (90) days 
prem·o'/ls to such election, the cou1·t of common pleas shall 
have determined the district with which such district 
shall merge irpon petition of the coirnty board of school 
directors as here'inbefore provided for districts now hav-
1:ng no teachers. The question to be submitted to the 
electors shall be framed by the court, and be by it cer­
tified to the c01mty commissioners for siibmission to the 
electors of the district so proposed to be merged. Such 
s1ibmission shall be in acc01·dance with the laws of this 
Commonwealth relating to such questfon. In any such 
instance in which a school district is merged with 
another district or districts by the terms of this act, each 
sehool director of the d?:strict which is discontinued shall 
antomatically become a member of the board of school 
directors within the district to which the territory in 
which he res1'.des has been annexed, and he shall con­
tinue to serve as a mernber of the said board until his 
term of office has expirecl. 

( c) 1'he provisions of clause (b) of this section and 
of clause ( e) of section eight hundred fourteen shall not 
apply in the case of any school district affected, if the 
district has since the first day of J aniiary, one thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-seven, and not later than the 
first day of Jiily, one thousand nine hirndred and thirty­
seven, obtained from the State Council of Education the 
approval of a plan of consolidation of two or more dis­
tricts as a un1:on district, and has actually accomplished 
and completed such a consolidation before the effective 
dates set forth in clause (b) of this section. 

Section 2. Section one hundred and ten of the said 
act, as last amended by the act, approved the seventh 
day of May, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine 
(Pamphlet Laws, one thousand six hundred twenty-one), 
is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

Section 110. Where any [independent] school dis­
trict is abolished and its land reverts to or becomes a 
part of two or more school districts, or where any land 
heretofore annexed to one school district is made a part 
of the district in which it is located, or where a new 
district is made by the creation of a new city, borough, 
township, or independent school district, out of one or 
more school districts, or where the boundary lines of any 
district are changed by the changing of the boundary 
lines of any city, incorporated town, borough, township 
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or [independent] school district, then, in any such case, 
the school districts to which land has been annexed, or 
from which land has been taken, or which have been 
newly created, shall make a just and proper adjustment 
and apportionment of all school property, real and per­
sonal, including funds, as well as indebtedness, if any, 
to and among such school districts. Such adjustment 
and apportionment shall be made as of the date of the 
decree or order creating such new city, borough, town­
ship or [independent] school district, or of the decree 
of the court or vote of the electors affecting such an­
nexation. The indebtedness of any [independent] school 
district hereby abolished, whose land is wholly within 
the boundaries of any school district hereby established, 
shall be assumed and paid and all its personal property 
acquired by such school district. 

Section 3. Section five hundred and sixty-three of 
the said act, as last amended by section two of the act, 
approved the eighteenth day of July, one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-five (Pamphlet Laws, eleven thou­
sand ninety-two), is hereby further amended to read as 
follows: 

Section 563. The board of school directors of each 
school district of the second, third, or fourth class shall, 
annually, at least thirty days prior to the adoption of 
the annual budget, prepare a proposed budget of the 
amount of funds that will be required by the school 
district in its several departments for the following 
fiscal year. Such proposed budget shall be prepared on 
a uniform form, prepared and furnished as hereinafter 
provided, and shall be apportioned to the several classes 
of expenditures of the district as the board of school 
directors thereof may determine. Final action shall not 
be taken on any proposed budget, in which the esti­
mated expenditures exceed two thousand dollars 
( $2,000), until after ten days' public notice: Provided, 
however, That nothing in this act shall be construed to 
prevent any school district, whose total estimated ex­
penditures do not exceed two thousand dollars ( $2,000), 
from holding a public hearing. The proposed budget 
shall be printed, or otherwise made available for public 
inspection to all persons who may interest themselves, 
at least twenty days prior to the date set for the adop­
tion of the budget. The board of school directors, after 
making such revisions and changes therein as appear ad­
visable, shall adopt the budget and the necessary appro­
priation measures required to put it into effect. Within 
fifteen days after the adoption of the budget, the board 
of school directors shall file a copy of the same in the 
office of the Department of Public Instruction. In all 
school districts under the direction of a county superin­
tendent, the county board of school directors shall in-
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spect the annual budget and shall render such adm:ce 
and assistance regarding the same, as may seem proper, 
before the said budget shall be signed and forwarded 
to the department by the county superintendent. 

The board of school directors may, during any fiscal 
year, make additional appropriations or increase exist­
ing appropriations to meet emergencies, such as epi­
demics, floods, fire, or other catastrophies, the funds 
therefor to be provided from unexpended balances in 
existing appropriations, from unappropriated revenue, 
if any, or from temporary loans. Such temporary loans, 
when made, shall be approved by a ·two-thirds vote of 
the board of school directors. · 

The board of school directors shall have power to au­
thorize the transfer within the same fund of any unen­
cumbered balance, or any portion thereof, from one 
spending agency to another, but such action shall be 
taken only during the last nine months of the fiscal 
year, and, except as hereinbefore otherwise provided, no 
moneys apportioned [from] to any class of expendi­
tures shall be used for purposes other than designated 
for said class in said budget. The total amount of such 
budget shall not exceed the amount of funds, including 
the proposed annual tax levy and State appropriation, 
available for school purposes in that district. 

The uniform budget forms required by this act shall 
be prepared by the Department of Public Instruction 
which shall issue said forms and distribute them an­
ually, as needed, to the school districts. 

Section 4. Section six hundred and one of said act is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 601. The board of school directors of each 
district shall provide the necessary grounds and suit­
able school buildings to accommodate all the children 
between the ages of six and twenty-one years, in said 
district, who attend school. Such building shall be con­
structed, furnished, equipped, · and maintained in a 
proper manner as herein provided, suitable provisions 
being made for the heating, ventilating, and sanitary 
conditions thereof, so that every pupil in any such build­
ing may have proper and healthful accommodations. In 
all school districts ttnder the direction of a county super­
intendent, all grounds and the plans for all buildings 
shall be approved only with the advice and consent of 
the county board of school directors. 

Section 5. Article eight of the said act is hereby 
amended by adding thereto sections eight hundred and 
nine, eight hundred and ten, eight hundred and eleven, 
eight hundred and twelve, eight hundred and thirteen, 
and eight hundred and fourteen to read as follows: 

Section 809. There is hereby created in each county, 
under the supervision of a county superintendent, a 
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county board of school directors. The membership of the 
first board so created shall consist of the members of the 
executive committee chosen at the anniwl convention of 
school directors held during the school year one thou. 
sand nine hundred and thirty-seven-one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-eight (1937-1938). 

Section 810. The term of office of the members first 
chosen for the said county board of school directors shall 
be determined as follows: Immediately after they are 
chosen at the annual convention of school directors held 
during the school year one thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-seven-one thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight 
(1937-1938), they shall meet and qualify by taking an 
oath of office. They shall then determine by lot which 
one of their members shall serve until the first day of 
July, one thousand nine hundred forty-four, which two 
shall serve until the first day of July, one thousand nine 
hundred forty-two, and which two shall serve until the 
first day of July, one thousand nine hundred forty. 
Thereafter members of the said county board of school 
directors shall be elected at the annual convention next 
preceding the expiration of their respective terms of of­
fice, and shall serve for terms of six years, or until their 
successors are chosen. All vacancies occurring, except by 
the expiration of a tm·m, shall be filled by the county 
board of school directors until the next annual conven­
tion, at which a successor shall be elected for the bal­
ance of the unexpired term. 

No person shall become or be re-elected as a member 
of the county board of school directors unless he, at the 
time he is chosen, holds the office of school director with­
in the coiinty. 

Section 811. Each officer of the board of county 
school directors first chosen under the provisions of this 
act, shall continue to serve in the office for which he was 
chosen by the anniial convention until the first Monday 
in December, one thoiisand nine htmd1·ed thirty-eight. 
On the first Monday in December, one thoiisand nine 
hundred thirty-eight and annually thereafter, the county 
board of school directors shall choose from their mem­
bers a president and a vice-president, each to serve for 
one year, and in December one thousand nine hundred· 
thirty-eight, they shall choose for a term of four years a 
secretary who need not be a member of the board, but 
who is and who shall remain during his term of office a 
resident of the coiinty, and during the month of Decem­
ber, one thousand nine hundred thirty-eight, they shall 
choose a treasurer to serve until the first Monday in 
July, one thousand nine hundred thirty-nine, and dur­
ing the month of May, one thousand nine hundred thirty­
nine and annually thereafter, a treasurer shall be 
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chosen to serve for one year beginning the first Monday 
in July following such election. 

Section 812. The county board of school directors 
shall meet in at least ten regular meetings each year at 
a specified time and place, and, in addition thereto, shall 
meet in special meeting at any other time upon the call 
of the county superintendent. A majority of the mem­
bers shall be a quorum. If less than a majority is present 
at any meeting, no business shall be transacted, but the 
members present may adjourn to some stated time: Pro­
vided, That, if at any time vacancies exist in the ma­
jority of the memberships, the remaining members may 
fill such vacancies in the manner provided by existing 
law for school districts of the second, third, and fourth 
class. No business shall be transacted at any special 
meeting except that named in the call, but special meet­
ings may be called for general purposes. Members shall 
have reasonable notice of special meetings. The board 
may adopt reasonable rules directing the kind and length 
of such notice. 

Section 813. Each member of the county board of 
school directors shall receive a salary which shall equal 
five dollars for each meeting attended, but shall not ex­
ceed sixty dollars ($60.00) per annum, which shall be 
paid monthly by the State from appropriations made for 
this purpose, or from the appropriations for the public 
schools. The county board of school directors shall be 
provided, at the expense of the county, with such tele­
phone, typewriter and stenographic services as may be 
needed, which services may, if adequate, be the same as 
those furnished to the county superintendent. 

Section 814. The cmtnty board of school directors 
shall have power and its duty shall be-

( a) To inspect all budgets and annual financial re­
ports, and shall render such advice and assistance re­
garding the same as may seem proper before such bud­
gets or reports are transmitted to the Department of 
Public Instructfon; 

(b) To advise local boards and make recommendati"ons 
to them regarding all free transportation routes and 
contracts to be used after the first day of July, one thou­
sand nine hundred thirty-eight; 

(c) Subject to the approval of the State Council of 
Education, to apportion the cost of free transportation 
among school districts in all cases where, after the first 
day of July, one thousand nine hundred thirty-eight, 
such districts jointly use the same transportation f acil­
ities; 

(d) To recommend the approval or disapproval of 
school sites and buildings by the State Council of Edu­
cation; 
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( e) In accordance with standards and regulations set 
·up by the State Council of Ediwation and subject to the 
provisions of this act, to prepare plans and to present 
the same in a petition to the court of common pleas of 
the coimty whereby all school districts, which employ no 
teacher for the school year one thousand nine hundred 
thirty-six-one thoitsand nine hundred thirty-seven 
( 1936-1937), shall be immediately merged with other dis­
tricts, and all school districts which employ ten teachers 
or less for the school year one thoitsand nine himdred 
thirty-six-one thoiisand nine hnndred thirty-seven, 
shall, sitbject to the provisions set forth in clause (b) of 
section one hiindred and eight of this act, be merged with 
other districts, on and after July first, one thoitsand nine 
hundred forty-one; also to prepare and submit to the 
State Conncil of Education plans for additional re­
organization of school districts and attendance areas, the 
first draft of which plans shall be submitted, on or before 
the first day of January, one thousand nine hundred 
thirty-nine, and supplemental drafts of plans shall there­
after be siibmitted at such intervals as reqitested by the 
said council; 

(f) To advise local boards and make recommenda­
tions to them for the collection of current and delinqitent 
taxes; 

(g) To establish a uniform and simple system of ac­
counting under the direction of the county sitperin­
tendent and the Department of Public lnstriwtion; 

(h) To advise local boards and make recommendations 
to them for the enforcement of the attendance law; 

(i) To make snch studies and reports as may be sug­
gested by the State Coiincil of Education. 

Section 6. Section eight hundred and seven of said 
act is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 807. It shall be the duty of the county super­
intendent, and of the district and assistant county and 
district superintendents in the county, to attend such 
annual conventions, and they shall be members ex officio 
of the executive committee, and shall render such assist­
ance and aid to the executive committee of such associa­
tion as may be required of them: Provided, That they 
shall have no vote in the convention or in approving the 
selection of assistant county superintendents. 

The county superintendent shall be the chief execu­
tive officer of the county board of school directors and 
ex officio a rnernber of all committees thereof. As chief 
execnt-ive officer· he shall be privileged to attend all meet­
ings of the board and to enter into all di'scussions and 
debates, but shall not be privileged to vote. He shall 
sign the annual budgets and financial reports of the 
school cl-istricts as they are certified to the Department 
of Public Instruction, and shall forward them to the de-
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partment. The coiinty superintendent shall furnish such 
reports as may be required by the county board of school 
directors and by the Department of Public Instriiction. 

Section 7. The second paragraph of section one thou­
sand four hundred and four of said act, as amended by 
section seven of the act, approved the first day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, one thousand one hundred fifty-two), is hereby 
further amended to read as follows : 

Section 1404. The board of school directors in any 
school district in this Commonwealth may, out of the 
funds of the district, provide for the free transporta­
tion of any pupil to and from the public schools. In all 
school districts under the direction of a county superin­
tendent, all transportation routes to be used after the 
first day of July, one thousand nine hundred thirty-eight, 
shall be established with the advice and assistance of the 
county board of school directors. In any case where, 
after such date, two or more such districts jointly use 
the same transportation facilities, the cost of such trans­
portation shall, sitbject to the approval of the State 
Council of Education, be apportioned among such dis­
tricts by the county board of school directors. 

Section 8. Section one thousand four hundred and 
six of said act, as last amended by section thirty-four of 
the act, approved the twenty-ninth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
two hundred forty-three), is hereby further amended to 
read as follows : 

Section 1406. The board of school directors of any 
school district in this Commonwealth may, on account of 
the small number of pupils in attendance, or the condi­
tion of the then existing school building, or for the pur­
pose of better gradation and classification, or other rea­
sons, close any one or more of the public schools in its 
district, and, upon such school or schools being so closed, 
the pupils who belong to the same shall be assigned to 
other schools, or upon cause shown, be permitted to at­
tend schools in other districts: 

Provided, That whenever the average term attendance 
of pupils regularly enrolled at any one-room school in 
any school district of the fourth class or township which 
is a district of the third class is ten, or less than ten, the 
board of school directors shall close such school. 

If the board of school directors does not deem it fea­
sible to close such school, it may present its petition to 
the State Council of Education, showing the reasons why 
such school should not be closed; thereupon the State 
Council of Education shall consider such petition, and 
shall make such order as may seem just in the premises: 
Provided, however, If any school as aforesaid has been 
closed because the average term attendance of pupils en-
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rolled was ten, or less than ten, and has been reopened 
upon an order of the State Council of Education, and 
the average term attendance is twelve, or more, after 
such reopening, such school shall be considered reestab-

Proviso. lished: Provided further, That in any district of the 
fourth class or township which is a district of the third 
class, elementary school pupils who reside within that 
part of the school district last served by any elementary 
school closed since the first Monday of July, one thou­
sand nine hundred and seven, or within a district all of 
whose schools have been closed, or who are assigned to a 
training school of a State Normal School, and reside one 
and one-half miles or more from the school to which 
they are assigned, shall be furnished proper transporta­
tion, at the expense of the district, to and from the ele­
mentary school to which they are assigned. All such 
transportation routes to be used after the first day of 
July, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight, shall 
be established with the advice and assistance of* the 
county board of school directors of the county. In any 
case after such date when two or more school districts 
jointly use the same transportation facilities, the cost of 
such transportation shall, subject to the approval of the 
State Council of Education, be apportioned among such 
districts by the county board of school directors: 

Proviso. And provided further, That whenever the board of 
school directors in any fourth class district or township 
which is a district of the third class agrees to or is re~ 
quired to provide transportation for any pupils, such 
board of school directors may, upon petition of the 
parent, guardian, or person in parental relation to any 
of said pupils, in lieu of providing such transportation, 

Board and pay for suitable board and lodging for such pupils, if 
lodging. such board and lodging is secured in the home of a near 

relative of the pupil or in a proper school or home ap-
Proviso. proved by the person making the petition : Provided, 

That in no case shall the State's share exceed one dollar 
($1.00) per day per pupil for the actual number of days 
such pupil is in attendance at school, not exceeding five 
days in any one week: 

Proviso. Provided, That if the Department of Public Instruc­
Transportatfon. tion approves the transportation as to methods and 

means and the contracts provided therefor, the Common­
wealth will pay annually to the school district furnish­
ing such transportation an amount determined by (a) 

State's share. the true valuation per teacher per district as provided by 
section one thousand two hundred and ten of an act, ap­
proved the eighteenth day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred 
nine), entitled ''An act to establish a public school sys­
tem in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, together 
with the provisions by which it shall be administered, 

• "of" inserted. 



SESSION OF 1937. 

and prescribing penalties for the violation thereof; pro­
viding revenue to establish and maintain the same, and 
the method of collecting such revenue; and repealing 
all laws, general, special or local, or any parts thereof, 
that are or may be inconsistent therewith,'' as amended; 
and by (b) a given per centum of the sum which has 
been expended during the previous school year by such 
a school district for transporting pupils of said schools 
to and from said schools, as follows: The amount paid 
by the Commonwealth to a school district which bas a 
true valuation per teacher of assessable property of fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000), or less, shall be seventy-five 
( 7 5) per centum; more than fifty thousand dollars ( $50,-
000) to one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), sixty 
( 60) per centum ; and more than one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,000), fifty (50) per centum: Provided, 
That in case said school district has purchased or shall 
hereafter purchase an approved school conveyance which 
is used exclusively for approved school purposes, said 
sum may include a reasonable charge for depreciation 
and repairs, not to exceed :fifteen (15) per centum of the 
cost of said approved school conveyance: Provided, That 
the State's share of depreciation and repairs shall not 
exceed one hundred dollars ($100.00) per vehicle per 
year: Provided further, That the State's share for trans­
portation shall not exceed one dollar ($1.00) per day per 
pupil for the actual number of days such pupil is trans­
ported to and from school: Provided further, That dis­
tricts receiving reimbursement on the basis of seventy­
five ( 75) per centum and sixty ( 60) per centum shall not 
receive more than four thousand dollars ($4,000) in any 
one school year from the State for transportation: Pro­
vided further, That districts receiving reimbursement on 
the basis of fifty (50) per centum shall not receive more 
than three thousand dollars ($3,000) in any one year 
from the State for transportation. 

On or before the first day of July of each year, each 
school district of the third and fourth class, transport­
ing pupils as herein provided, shall present to the Su­
perintendent of Public Instruction in such form as he 
may prescribe and on blanks to be furnished by him a 
sworn statement of the amount expended during the pre­
vious school year for transporting pupils to and from 
school as herein provided. On the basis of such a state­
ment, the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall, by 
requisition upon the State Treasurer, pay during the 
month of September to such school district such reim- . 
bursement for the previous school year as is provided 
for in this act. 

Section 9. Section one thousand four hundred and 
eighteen of said act, as last amended by section one of 
the act, approved the twenty-ninth day of March, one 
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thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven (Pamphlet 
Laws, seventy-five), is hereby further amended to read 
as follows: 

Section 1418. In case there is no public school in 
session within two miles by the nearest public highway 
of the residence of any child, such child shall be exempt 
from the provisions of this act relating to compulsory 
attendance, unless proper free transportation be fur­
nished to such child to and from school. (Provided] If 
proper free transportation is furnished to any such child 
[under sixteen years] of compulsory school age to and 
from school, the Commonwealth shall reimburse any 
school district of the fourth class furnishing such trans­
portation in the same manner and amounts as provided 
for in this act for transportation of pupils from closed 
schools. In all school districts under the direction of a 
county superintendent, all transportation routes to be 
itsed after the first day of July, one thousand nine hun­
dred and thirty-eight, shall be established with the ad­
vice and assistance of the county board of school direc­
tors. In any case where, after such date, two or more 
such districts jointly use the same transportation f acili­
ties, the cost of such transportation shall, subject to the 
approval of the State Council of Ediwation, be appor­
tioned among such districts by the coiinty board of school 
directors. 

Section 10. Section two thousand six hundred and 
fifteen of said act is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 2615. In all school districts of the second, 
third, and fourth class in this Commonwealth, the audi­
tors' report of the finances of the district for the pre­
ceding year, as made by the auditors herein provided, 
shall be filed with the board of school directors, and en­
tered on the minutes of the board by the secretary there­
of. In all school districts under the direct1:on of a connty 
superintendent, the auditors' report shall be inspected 
by the connty board of school directors, and shall be 
signed and forwarded to the department by the coiinty 
sitperintendent. 

Section 11. The provisions of this act shall ·be sever­
able, and if any of the provisions shall be held to be un­
constitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity 
of any of the remaining provisions of this act. It is here­
by declared as the legislative intent that this act would 
have been adopted had such unconstitutional provision 
not been included therein. 

Section 12. Except as hereinbefore otherwise spe­
cifically provided, the provisions of this act shall become 
effective on the first day of July, one thousand nine hun­
dred and thirty-seven. 

APPROVED-The 13th day of May, A. D. 1937. 

GEORGE H. EARLE 
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