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Section 9. Any person, association or corporation, 
violating any of the provisions of this act, or any order 
of the Insurance Department made pursuant thereto, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than 
one hundred dollars ( $100) nor more than one thousand 
dollars ( $1,000), or such person, or the partners of such 
association, or the officers or directors of such corpora­
tion responsible for such violation, shall be sentenced 
to imprisonment for not more than six ( 6) months, or 
both, in the discretion of the court. 

Section 10. This act shall become effective immedi­
ately upon its final enactment. 

APPROVED-The 21st day of June, A. D. 1937. 

GEORGE H. EA;RLE 

No. 379 

AN ACT 

To amend section sixteen of an act, approved the thirty-first 
day of May, one thousand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet 
Laws, four hundred sixty-eight), entitled "An act providing 
for the establishment of a State Highway Department, by the 
appointment of a State Highway Commissioner, two Deputy 
State Highway Commissioners, chief engineer, chief draughts­
man, superintendents of highways, and a staff of assistants 
and employes; defining their duties and the jurisdiction of the 
State Highway Department, and fixing salaries of commissioner 
and deputies and other appointees; providing for taking over 
from the counties or townships of the Commonwealth certain 
existing public roads connecting county-seats, principal cities, 
and towns and extending to the State line; describing and 
defining same by route numbers as the State highways of the 
Commonwealth; providing for the improvement, maintenance 
and repair of said State highways solely at the e:xipense of the 
Commonwealth, and relieving the several townships or coun­
ties from any further obligation and expense to improve or 
maintain the same, and relieving said townships or counties 
of authority over same; requiring boroughs and incorporated 
towns to maintain certain State highways wholly and in part; 
requiring the State Highway Commissioner to make maps to 
be complete records thereof; conferring authority on the State 
Highway Commissioner; providing for the payment of dam­
ages in taking of property, or otherwise, in the improvement 
thereof; providing for purchase or acquiring of turnpikes or 
toll-roads forming all or part of any State highway, and 
procedure therein; providing for work of improvement of State 
highways to be done by contract, except where the State 
Highway Commissioner decides the work be done by the State; 
providing aid by the State to counties and townships desir­
ing the same in the improvement of townsl;iip or county roads; 
defining highways and State-aid highways; providing method 
of application for State aid in the improvement, maintenance 
and repair of township or county roads and prescribing the 
contents of township, county, borough, or incorporated town 
petitions; providing for percentage of cost of improvement or 
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repairs to be paid by State, county, township, borough, or 
incorporated town, and requiring contracts by counties, town­
ships, boroughs, and incorporated towns with Commonwealth 
governing same; providing for the minimum width of State 
highways and State-aid highways, and kind of materials to 
be used in the improvement; providing for payment of cost 
of improvement and repairs; providing penalty for injuring 
or destroying State highways; making appropriations to carry 
out the provisions of the act; and providing for the repeal of 
certain acts relating to Highway Department and improve­
ment of roads, and of all acts or parts of acts inconsistent 
herewith; and providing that existing contracts are not affected 
by provisions of this act," as amended, by empowering viewers, 
appointed to ascertain and assess damages upon petition of the 
county commissioners or property owners, to also assess any 
benefits. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section sixteen of 
an act, approved the thirty-first day of May, one thou­
sand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, four 
hundred sixty-eight), entitled "An act providing for 
the establishment of a State Highway Department, by 
the appointment of a State Highway Commissioner, two 
Deputy State Highway Commissioners, chief engineer, 
chief draughtsman, superintendents of highways, and a 
staff of assistants and employes; defining their duties 
and the jurisdiction of the State Highway Department, 
and fixing salaries of commissioner and deputies and 
other appointees, providing for taking over from the 
counties or townships of the Commonwealth certain 
existing public roads connecting county-seats, principal 
cities, and towns and extending to the State line; describ­
ing and defining same by route numbers as the State 
highways of the Commonwealth; providing for the im­
provement, maintenance and repair of said State high­
ways solely at the expense of the Commonwealth, and 
relieving the several townships or counties from any 
further obligation and expense to improve or maintain 
the same, and relieving said townships or counties of 
authority over same; requiring boroughs and incorpor­
ated towns to maintain certain State highways wholly 
and in part; requiring the State Highway Commissioner 
to make maps to be complete records thereof; conferring 
authority on the State Highway Commissioner; provid­
ing for the payment of damages in taking of property, 
or otherwise, in the improvement thereof; providing for 
purchase or acquiring of turnpikes or toll-roads form­
ing all or part of any State highway, and procedure 
therein; providing for work of improvement of State 
highways to be done by contract, except where the State 
Highway Commissioner decides the work be done by the 
State; providing. aid by the State to counties and town­
ships desiring the same in the improvement of town­
ship or county roads; defining highways and State-aid 
highways; providing method of application for State 
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aid in the improvement, maintemmce and repair of 
township or county roads and prescribing the contents 
of township, county, borough, or incorporated town peti­
tions; providing for percentage of cost of improvement 
or repairs to be paid by State, county, township, bor­
ough, or incorporated town, and requiring contracts by 
counties, townships, boroughs, and incorporated towns 
with Commonwealth governing same; providing for the 
minimum width of State highways and State-aid high­
ways, and kind of materials to be used in the improve­
ment; providing for payment of cost of improvement 
and repairs; providing penalty for injuring or destroy­
ing State highways, making appropriations to carry out 
the provisions of the act; and providing for the repeal 
of certain acts relating to Highway Department and im­
provement of roads, and of all acts or parts of acts incon­
sistent herewith; and providing that existing contracts 
are not affected by provisions of this act,'' as last 
amended by section three of the act, approved the 
twelfth day of July, one thousand nine hundred thirty­
fi.ve (Pamphlet Laws, nine hundred forty-six), is here­
by further amended to read as follows : 

Section 16. Before the Secretary of Highways shall 
undertake the construction, reconstruction, or improve­
ment of any State highway, on the plan of the State 
highways, wherein a change of width or of existing lines 
and location is necessary, and damage is likely to result 
to abutting property, he shall notify the county commis­
sioners of the proper county in writing of the contem­
plated change in such existing width, lines, and loca­
tion. After the county commissioners have agreed to 
such changes or refused to agree thereto as hereinafter 
provided, the Secretary of Highways may proceed with 
the work of construction, reconstruction, and improve­
ment. After the receipt of the notice as above provided, 
the county commissioners, if they approve such change 
of width or of existing lines and location, and agree 
thereto in writing, shall, when possible, enter into an 
agreement with the owner or owners of said property as 
to amount of damage to be paid to the said owner or 
owners. Whenever the amount so agreed upon shall 
exceed the sum of three hundred dollars ($300.00), the 
same shall not be paid by the county until the proposed 
agreement shall have been filed by the county commis­
sioners in the office of the prothonotary of the county in 
which the property damaged is situated. If no excep­
tions are filed thereto within ten days after notice given 
by publication as hereinafter provided, the county com­
missioners may pay the amount so agreed upon. If ex­
ceptions thereto are .:filed within ten days after such no­
tice, the proceedings shall be presented to the court of 
quarter sessions for its approval. The court shall :fix a 
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time for hearing the matter, at which time the parties 
to such agreement and any taxpayer interested therein 
and their witnesses shall be heard, and the court shall 
either approve or disapprove the agreement as it deems 
proper. If the court disapproves the agreement, it shall 
indicate a sum which it would approve for such case if 
the county commissioners and the property owner could 
agree thereon. In such cases, if the property owner and 
the county commissioners should agree on the amount 
of damages indicated by the court as acceptable to it, 
such agreement may be entered into and shall be final 
and binding on the said parties without any further 
approval by the court. Notice of the filing of such 
agreement in the office of the prothonotary and of the 
time and place ·of hearing in all such cases shall be given 
by one publication in one or more newspapers of general 
circulation throughout the county, which shall state that 
any taxpayer may file exceptions to the agreement, or 
may appear at such hearing and be heard, together with 
his witnesses, as the case may be. Only such payments 
as to which no exceptions have been filed or as have been 
approved by the court, as above provided, shall be paid 
by the county; or in case an •agreement satisfactory to 
the county commissioners and said owner or owners can­
not be made and the approval of the court' thereto 
secured, the owner or owners of said property damaged 
thereby or the commissioners of the proper county may 
present their petition to the court of quarter sessions 
for the appointment of viewers to ascertain and assess 
such damages, as well as any benefits. The proceedings 
upon said petition and by the viewers shall be governed 
by existing laws relating to the ascertainment and assess­
ment of damages, as well as any benefits, for opening 
public highways. The county commissioners, or any 
other party to such proceedings, may appeal from the 
award of the viewers to the court of common pleas, and 
shall be entitled to a trial by jury. From the judgment 
of the court of common pleas, an appeal may be had to 
the Supreme or Superior Court as in other cases. Such 
damages, when ascertained, shall be paid by the county 
in which the State highway is located. Whenever the 
county commissioners do not consent to or approve any 
such change of width or of existing lines and location, 
and the Secretary of Highways determines such change 
to be necessary, he shall, when possible, enter into an 
agreement with the owner or owners of said property 
as to the amount of damages to be paid therefor, and if 
agreed upon, such damages shall be paid by the Com­
monwealth out of moneys in the Motor License Fund; 
or if such agreement cannot be made, the owner or own­
ers of said property damaged thereby or the Common­
wealth may present their or its petition to the court of 
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quarter sessions for the appointment of viewers to as­
certain and ,assess such damage, as well as any benefits, 
in the same manner and with the same right of appeal 
to the owner or owners and to the Commonwealth as is 
hereinbefore provided in cases where the county agreed 
to such change, but the damages, when ascertained, shall 
be paid by the Commonwealth out of moneys in the 
Motor License Fund. The county shall also be liable 
for any damages sustained by abutting property own­
ers for a change of the width or lines of roads intersect­
ing State highways, where such damages are made 
necessary as a result of the changing, with their consent 
and approval, of the width, lines, or location for the 
construction of a State highway; such d,amages to be 
ascertained in the same manner as herein provided for 
damages occasioned as a result of the change, with their 
consent and approval, of width or of existing lines ,and 
location of State highways, and, in case the commission­
ers shall not have consented to and approved such 
change of width or of existing lines or location, then 
such damage shall be p.aid by the Commonwealth and 
sh.all be ascertained in the same manner as herein pro­
vided for damages for land taken as a result of the 
change of width or of existing lines and location of State 
highways without the consent and approval of the coun­
ty commissioners, and such damages shall also be paid 
from the Motor License Fund. The county shall also 
provide for the removal of all structures within the lines 
of the highway, ,as thus established, unless otherwise 
provided by agreement between said county and the 
Secretary of Highways, and, in case the same is to be 
done by the Commonwealth, the cost thereof shall also 
be paid out of the Motor License Fund. Any moneys 
in the Motor License Fund necessary to make the pay­
ments required by this section ,are hereby specifically 
appropriated to the Department of Highways. 

If the county refuses to assume all damages in con­
nection with the relocation or widening of any highway, 
as hereill!before provided, the county commissioners and 

' the Secretary of Highways may thereafter agree that 
the county shall pay a portion thereof to either the 
owners or to the Department of Highways or shall per­
form specified work for the benefit of the owner, in lieu 
thereof, or shall participate in the total damage expense 
in such other manner ,as may be agreed upon. 

Nothing contained in this act shall be construed as 
placing on the Commonwealth the payment of any dam­
ages or costs incident to the change of width, lines, or 
location of any State highway where such highw,ay was 
widened or the lines or location changed prior to the 
date this act takes effect, but all such damages and costs 
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shall be paid by the county, in the manner provided by 
this act; as if the county had agreed thereto as herein 
provided.. 

APPROVED-The 21st day of June, A. D. 1937. 

GEORGE H. EARLE 

No. 380 

AN ACT 

To establish as a State highway a certain section of public road 
in the counties of Franklin and Adams; and providing for its 
construction and maintenance at the expense of the Common­
wealth. 

state highway. Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That a certain section 
of public road, commencing at a point on Route 43, 
about 0.5 of a mile west of the Franklin-Adams County 
line; thence in a southerly, easterly ,and northerly direc­
tion through Greene Township, Franklin County, and 
Franklin Township, Adams County, to a point on Route 
43, about 0.2 of a mile east of the Franklin-Adams Coun­
ty line, a distance of about 1.0 mile, shall be adopted 
by the Commonwealth ,as a State highway, and shall be 
constructed, improved and maintained at the sole ex­
pense of the Commonwealth, under existing laws. 

cost. Section 2. The cost and expense of the construction, 
improvement and maintenance of the highway, herein 
described, shall be paid out of any moneys appropriated 
to the Department of Highways for the construction, 
improvement, reconstruction or maintenance of State 
highways. 

APPROVED-The 21st day of June, A. D. 1937. 

GEORGE H. EARLE 

No. 381 

AN ACT 

To establish as a State highway a certain section of public road 
in the county of Allegheny; and providing for its construction 
and maintenance at the expense of the Commonwealth. 

state highway. Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the following sec-
tion of county road in the county of Allegheny is hereby 
adopted as a State highway: 

Commencing at a point in Penn Avenue, being St.ate 
highway route number 120, in the borough of Wilkins­
burg, Allegheny County, and running thence in a 
.northeasterly direction over Swissvale Avenue, Park 
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