SESSION OF 1951.

No. 386
AN ACT

To further amend section nine hundred fifteen of the act, approved
the twenty-eighth day of May, one thousand nine hundred
thirty-seven (Pamphlet Laws 1053), entitled “An Act relating
to the regulation of public utilities; defining as public utilities
certain corporations, companies, associations, and persons; pro-
viding for the regulation of public utilities, including, to a
limited extent, municipalities engaging in public utility busi-
ness, by prescribing, defining, and limiting their duties, *powers,
and liabilities, and regulating the exercise, surrender or aban-
donment of their powers, privileges, and franchises; defining
and regulating contract carriers by motor vehicle and brokers
in order to regulate effectively common carriers by motor
vehicle; conferring upon the Pennsylvania Public Utility Com-
mission the power and duty of supervising and regulating
persons, associations, companies, and corporations, including, to
a limited extent, municipal corporations subject to this act,
and administering the provisions of this act; authorizing the
commission to fix temporary rates; placing the burden of proof
on public utilities to sustain their rates and certain other
matters; authorizing a permissive or mandatory sliding scale
method of regulating rates; providing for the supervision of
financial and contractual relations between public utilities and
affiliated interests, and supervision and regulation of accounts
and securities or obligations issued, assumed, or kept by persons,
associations, companies, corporations or municipal corporations
subject to this act; conferring upon the commission power to
vary, reform, or revise certain contracts; conferring upon the
commission the exclusive power to regulate or order the con-
struction, alteration, relocation, protection, or abolition of
crossings of facilities of public utilities, and of such facilities by
or over public highways, to appropriate property for the con-
struction or improvement of such crossings, and to award or
apportion resultant costs and damages; authorizing owners of
such property to sue the Commonwealth for such damages;
providing for ejectment proceedings in connection with the
appropriation of property for crossings; conferring upon the
commission power to control and regulate budgets of public
utilities; imposing upon persons, associations, companies, and
**corporations (except municipal corporations) subject to regu-
lation, the cost of administering this act; prescribing and
regulating practice and procedure before the commission and
procedure for review by the courts of commission action; giving
the court of common pleas of Dauphin County exclusive origi-
nal jurisdiction over certain proceedings; prescribing penalties,
fines, and imprisonment for violations of the provisions of this
act and regulations and orders of the commission, and the pro-
cedure for enforcing such fines and penalties; and repealing
legislation supplied and superseded by or inconsistent with this
act,” by permitting motor carriers not qualified to be self-
insurers to furnish surety bonds or public liability insurance.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section nine hundred fifteen of the act,
approved the twenty-eighth day of May, one thousand
nine hundred thirty-seven (Pamphlet Laws 1053), en-

* “power’” In original.
¢ “corporation” im original.
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act of June 21,
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further amended.
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titled ‘‘An act relating to the regulation of publie
utilities; defining as public ultilities certain corpora-
tions, companies, associations, and persons; providing
for the regulation of public utilities, including, to a
limited extent, municipalities engaging in public utility
business, by preseribing, defining, and limiting their
duties, powers, and liabilities, and regulating the exer-
cise, surrender or abandonment of their powers, privi-
leges, and franchises; defining and regulating contract
carriers by motor vehicle and brokers in order to regu-
late effectively common carriers by motor vehicle; con-
ferring upon the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commis-
sion the power and duty of supervising and regulating
persons, associations, companies, and corporations, in-
cluding, to a limited extent, municipal corporations sub-
jeet to this act, and administering the provisions of this
act; authorizing the commission to fix temporary rates;
placing the burden of proof on public utilities to sustain
their rates and certain other matters; authorizing a
permissive or mandatory sliding scale method of regulat-
Ing rates; providing for the supervision of financial and
contractual relations between publie utilities and affili-
ated interests, and supervision and regulation of ac-
counts and securities or obligations issued, assumed, or
kept by persons, associations, companies, corporations
or municipal corporations subject to this act; conferring
upon the commission power to vary, reform, or revise
certain contracts; conferring upon the commission the
exclusive power to regulate or order the construction,
alteration, relocation, protection, or abolition of eross-
ings of facilities of public utilities, and of such facilities
by or over public highways, to appropriate property for
the construction or improvement of such crossings, and
to award or apportion resultant costs and damages; au-
thorizing owners of such property to sue the Common-
wealth for such damages; providing for ejectment
proceedings in connection with the appropriation of
property for erossings; conferring upon the commission
power to control and regulate budgets of public utilities;
imposing upon persons, associations, companies, and
*corporations (except municipal corporations) subject
to regulation, the cost of administering this act; pre-
scribing and regulating practice and procedure before
the commission and procedure for review by the courts
of commission action; giving the court of common pleas
of Dauphin County exclusive original jurisdiction over
certain proceedings; preseribing penalties, fines, and im-
prisonment for violations of the provisions of this act
and regulations and orders.of the commission, and the

procedure for enforcing such fines and penalties; and

¢ “‘corporation” in original.
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repealing legislation supplied and superseded by or in-
consistent with this aet,”’ as last amended by the act,
approved the twenty-first day of June, one thousand
nine hundred thirty-nine (Pamphlet Laws 636), is
hereby further amended to read as follows:

Section 915. Motor Carriers to Carry Insurance Un-
less Permitted to Be Self-Insurers—The commission
may, as to motor carriers, prescribe, by regulation or
order, such requirements as it may deem necessary for
the protection of persons or property of their patrons
and the public, including the filing of surety bonds, the
carrying of insurance, or the qualifications and condi-
tions under which such carriers may act as self-insurers
with respect to such matters: Provided, however, That
all motor carriers of passengers, whose current liguid
assets do not exceed their current liabilities by at least
one hundred thousand ($100,000) dollars, shall cover
cach and every vehicle, transporting such passengers,
with a public liability insurance policy or a surety bond
issued by an insurance carrier or a bonding company
authorized to do business in this State, in such amounts
as the commission may *preseribe, but not less than five
thousand ($5,000) dollars for one and ten thousand
($10,000) dollars for more than one person injured in
any one accident.

AppProvED—The 26th day of September, A. D. 1951.
JOHN 8. FINE

No. 387
"AN ACT

To add section three hundred twenty-eight to the act, approved
the twenty-fourth day of June, one thousand nine hundred
thirty-nine (Pamphlet Laws 872), entitled “An act to consoli-
date, amend and revise the penal laws of the Commonwealth,”
by making it a crime to falsify a material fact or make fraudu-
lent statements in any matter within the jurisdiction of any
department, board or commission of the Commonwealth; and
prescribing penalties.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. The act, approved the twenty-fourth day
of June, one thousand nine hundred thirty-nine (Pam-
phlet Laws 872), entitled ‘“An act to consolidate, amend
and revise the penal laws of the Commonwealth,”” is
hereby **amended by adding, immediately after section
three hundred twenty-seven, a new section to read as
follows:

* “prescribed” In original.
** “amend” in original.
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