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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

No. 301 

AN ACT 

Relating to the acknowledgement of instruments, the attestation 
of documents, the administration of oaths and affirmations, 
the execution of depositions and affidavits, and other notarial 
acts, heretofore or hereafter taken before any commissioned 
officer of the armed forces of the United States, and providing 
that such instruments and documents executed by any person 
who is a member of or actually present with the armed forces 
of the United States or is outside the United States for cer­
tain purposes shall be legal, valid and binding, and providing 
for the form of the instrument or document and what proof 
shall be sufficient of the authority of such commissioned officer 
so to act. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn­
sylvania hereby enacts as follows: 

Section 1. (a) In addition to the acknowledgement of 
instruments and the performance of other notarial acts 
in the manner and form and as otherwise authorized by 
law, instruments may be acknowledged, documents at­
tested, oaths and affirmations administered, depositions 
and affidavits executed, and other notarial acts per­
formed, before or by any commissioned officer in active 
service of the armed forces of the United States with 
the rank of second lieutenant or higher in the army or 
marine corps, or with the rank o'f ensign or higher in the 
navy or coast guard, or with equivalent rank in any other 
component part of the armed forces of the United States, 
by any person who either (a) is a member of the armed 
forces of the United States, or (b) is serving as a mer­
chant seaman outside the limits of the United States in­
cluded within the forty-eight states and the District of 
Columbia, or ( c) is outside said limits by permission, 
assignment, or direction of any department or official of 
the United States Government in connection with any 
activity pertaining to the prosecution of any war in 
which the United States is then engaged. 

(b) Such acknowledgement of instruments, attestation 
of documents, administration of oaths and affirmations, 
execution of depositions and affidavits, and per'formance 
of other notarial acts, heretofore or hereafter made or 
taken, are hereby declared legal, valid and binding; and 
instruments and documents so acknowledged, authen­
ticated, or sworn to, shall be admissible in evidence and 
eligible to record in this Commonwealth under the same 
circumstances and with the same force and effect as if 
such acknowledgement, attestation, oath, affirmation, 
deposition, affidavit, or other notarial act had been made 
or taken within this Commonwealth before or by a duly 
qualified officer or official as otherwise provided by law. 



SESSION OF 1953. 

Section 2. In the taking of acknowledgements and 
the performing of other notarial acts requiring certifica­
tion, a certificate endorsed upon or attached to the in­
strument or documents which shows the date of the 
notarial act, and which states in substance that the per­
son appearing before the officer acknowledges the instru­
ment as his act, or made or signed the instrument or 
document under oath, shall be sufficient for all intents 
and purposes. The instrument or document shall not 
be rendered invalid by the failure to state the place of 
execution or acknowledgement. 

Section 3. I'f the signature, rank and branch of serv­
ice, or subdivision thereof, of any such commissioned 
officer appear upon such instrument or document or 
certificate, no further proof of the authority of such 
officer so to act shall be required; and such action by 
such commissioned officer shall be prima facie evidence 
that the person making such oath or acknowledgement 
is within the purview of this act. 

Section 4. The provisions of this act shall become 
effective immediately upon final enactment. 

APPROVED-The 19th day of August, A. D. 1953. 

No. 302 

AN ACT 

JOHNS. FINE 

To further amend section 1169 of the act, approved the tenth 
day of March, one thousand nine hundred forty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws 30), entitled "An act relating to the public school system, 
including certain provisions applicable as well to private and 
parochial schools; amending, revising, consolidating and chang­
ing the laws relating thereto,'' by providing that school districts 
may make payment of salary to teachers on sabbatical leave 
who receive a grant for fellowship or from a foundation to an 
amount where the salary and the grant equal their salary pay­
able during the year of leave. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn­
sylvania hereby enacts as follows: 

Section 1. Section 1169 of the act, approved the tenth 
day of March, one thousand nine hundred forty-nine 
(Pamphlet Laws 30), entitled "An act relating to the 
public school *system, including certain provisions ap­
plicable as well to private and parochial schools; amend­
ing, revising, consolidating and changing the laws relat­
ing thereto," as amended by the act, approved the twen­
ty-seventh day of December, one thousand nine hundred 
fifty-one (Pamphlet Laws 1791), is hereby further 
amended to read as follows : 

* "sytem" in original. 
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