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The Vehicle Code. 

Section 616, act 
of May 1, 1929, 
P. L. 905, last 
amended July 6, 
1951, P. L. 998, 
further amended. 

LAWS OF PE.N.NSYLV ANIA, 

No. 613 

AN ACT 

To further amend section six hundred sixteen of the act, approved 
the first day of May, one thousand nine hundred twenty-nine 
(Pamphlet Laws 905), entitled "An act for the protection of the 
public safety; regulating the use of highways, and the operation 
of vehicles, tractors, street cars, trackless trolley omnibuses, 
bicycles, pedestrians, and the riding of animals upon the high­
ways of this Commonwealth; .providing for the titling, including 
liens, encumbrances, and legal claims; registration of certain 
vehicle~ and licensing the operators thereof, upon payment of 
prescribed kes; presnibing and limiting the powers of local 
authorities to deal with the subject matter of this act, con­
ferring powers and imposing duties upon the Department of 
Revenue, the Department of Highways, peace officers, mayors, 
burgesses, magistrates, aldermen, justices of the peace, the 
courts and the clerks thereof, owners of vehicles, and garage 
keepers; providing that records are admissible as evidence; 
imposing upon owners, counties, cities, boroughs, incorporated 
towns, townships, within the Commonwealth, liability for 
damages caused by the negligent operation of their motor 
vehicles; imposing penalties; imposing certain costs upon coun­
ties; providing for the disposition of fines. forfeiturPs, fees. and 
miscellaneous receipts; making an appropriation and providing 
for refunds," by conferring a right of appeal to the Superior 
Court in operator's license and learner's permit suspension 
cases. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn­
sylvania hereby enacts as follows: 

Section 1. .Section six hundred sixteen of the act, 
approved the first day of May, one thousand nine hun­
dred twenty-nine (Pamphlet Laws 905), entitled "An 
act for the protection of the public safety; regulating 
the use of highways, and the operation of vehicles, trac­
tors, street cars, trackless trolley omnibuses, bicycles, 
pedestrians, and the riding of animals upon the highways 
of this Commonwealth; providing for the titling, includ­
ing liens, encumbrances, and legal claims; registration 
of certain vehicles and licensing the operators thereof, 
upon payment of prescribed fees; prescribing and lim­
iting the powers of local authorities to deal with the 
subject matter of this act; conferring powers and im­
posing duties upon the Department of Revenue, the 
Department of Highways, peace officers, mayors, bur­
gesses, magistrates, aldermen, justices of the peace, the 
courts and the clerks thereof, owners of vehicles, and 
garage keepers; providing that records are admissible as 
evidence; imposing upon owners, counties, cities, bor­
oughs, incorporated towns, townships, within the Com­
monwealth, liability for damages caused by the negligent 
operation of their motor vehicles; imposing penalties; 
imposing certain costs upon counties; providing for 
the disposition of fines, forfeitures, fees, and miscellane-



SESSION OF 1955. 

ous receipts; making an appropriation and providing 
for refunds,'' as last amended by the act, approved the 
sixth day of July, one thousand nine hundred fifty-one 
(Pamphlet Laws 998), is hereby further amended to 
read as follows : 

Section 616. Right of .Appeal to Court from Sus­
pension.-.Any person, whose operator's license or learn­
er's permit has been suspended, or who has been deprived 
of the privilege of applying for an operator's license 
or learner's permit under the provisions of this act, 
shall have the right to file a petition, within thirty (30) 
days thereafter, for a hearing in the matter in the court 
of common pleas of the county in which the operator 
or permittee resides, other than .Allegheny County, and 
in .Allegheny County, in the county court of .Allegheny 
County. Such courts are hereby vested with jurisdic­
tion, and it shall be their duty, to set the matter down 
for hearing upon thirty (30) days' written notice to 
the secretary, and thereupon to take testimony and 
examine into the facts of the case, and to determine 
whether the petitioner is subject to suspension of op­
erator's license or learner's permit, or whether he may 
be deprived of the privilege of applying for an opera­
tor's license or learner's permit by the secretary under 
the provisions of this act. The jurisdiction of the 
county court of .Allegheny County conferred hereby 
shall be exclusive within the territorial limits of its 
jurisdiction. 

Any party aggrieved by a decision of a court of 
common pleas or of the county court of Allegheny 
County shall have a right of appeal to the Superior 
Court: Provided, however, That nothing contained 
herein shall affect the disposition of any matter pend,ing 
before the Supreme Court at the time of the enactment 
of this amendment. 

Section 2. The provisions of this act shall become 
effective immediately upon final enactment. 

APPROVED-The 29th day of May, .A. D. 1956. 

GEORGE M. LE.ADER 
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Act effective 
Immediately. 
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