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No. 340

AN ACT

Amendingthe act of May 10, 1951 (P. L. 279), entitled “An act
to improve and extendby reciprocallegislation the enforce-
ment of duties of supportand to make uniform the law with
respect thereto,” changing andclarifying provisions relating to
fees, proceduresand enforcement;permitting intrastateuse of
the act; providing for the registrationand enforcement of
foreign supportorders; conferring powersand imposing duties
upon the Governor,the Secretaryand Departmentof Public
Welfare, district attorneys, courts and clerks of courts; and
making editorial changes.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- Uniform recipro-cal enforcement
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows: of support law.

Section 1. Section2, act of May 10, 1951 (P. L. 279),
entitled “An act to improve and extend by reciprocal
legislation the enforcementof dutiesof support and to
makeuniform the law with respectthereto,” amended
August 19, 1953 (P. L. 1201), is amendedby amending
clause(8) andaddingsix new clausesto read:

Section 2. Definitions.—As used in this act, unless
the context requiresotherwise,

4~ * * * *

(8) “Obligee” meansany personto whom a duty of
support is owed, and a state or political subdivision
thereof.

(9) “Governor” includesany personperforming the
functionsof Governoror the executiveauthority of any
territory coveredby the provisionsof this act.

(10) “Support order” meansany judgment,decree
or order of support,whethertemporaryor final, whether
subject to modification, revocation or remissionregard-
less of the kind of action in which it is entered.

(11) “Rendering state” meansany state in which a
support order is originally entered.

(12) “Registering court” means any court of this
Statein which the support order of the rendering state
is registered.

(13) “Register” meansto record in the Registryof
Foreign SupportOrders as required by the court.

(14) “Certification” shall be in accordancewith the
laws of the certifying state.

Section 2. Sections6 and 9 of the act, amendedAu- ~ and9

gust 19, 1953 (P. L. 1201),are amendedto read: a~e~e~~u~st

Section 6. [Relief From the Above Provision.—Any d~tl~
obligor contemplatedby section 5 who submits to the
jurisdiction of the court of such other state and com-
plies with the court’s order of support shall be relieved

Section 2, act of
May 10, 1951,
P. L. 279,
amended August
19. 1953. P. L.
1201, further
amended as to
clause (8) and
adding six new
clauses (9),
(10), (11), (12),
(13) and (14).
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of extradition for desertionor non-supportenteredin
the courts of this State during the period of such com-
pliance.] Conditionsof InterstateRendition.—(a)Be-
fore making the demandon the Governorof any other
statefor the surrenderof a personchargedin this State
with the crime of failing to provide for the supportof
any person,the Governorof this State mayrequire any
district attorneyof this Stateto satisfyhim that, at least
sixty days prior thereto, the obligee brought an action
for the support under this act, or that the bringing of
an action would be of no avail.

(b) Whenunder this or a substantiallysimilar act, a
demandis madeupon the Governorof this State by the
Governorof anotherstatefor the surrenderof a person
chargedin the other state ‘with the crime of failing to
provide support, the Governormay call upon any dis-
trict attorney to investigateor assist in investigating
the demandand to report to him whetherany action for
support has been brought under this act or would be
effective.

(c) If an action for the support wouldbe effectiveand
no actionhas beenbrought, theGovernormaydelayhon-
oring the demandfor a reasonabletime to permit prose-
cution of an action for support.

(d) If an actionfor supporthasbeenbroughtand the
persondemandedhas prevailedin that action, the Gov-
ernor maydeclineto honor the demand.

(e) If an action for support has beenbrought and,
pursuant thereto, the person demandedis subject to a
support order, the Governormay decline to honor the
demandso long as the person demandedis complying
with the support order.

Section 9. How Duties of Support are Enforced.—
All dutiesof support,including arrearages,are enforce-
able by action (complaint), irrespectiveof relationship
between the obligor and obligee. [Jurisdiction of all
proceedingshereundershall be vested in the courts des-
ignated in section2, subsection(4).]

Act of May 10, Section 3. The act is amendedby adding a ~ew see-
ameided~ tion to read:
ing a new section . . . .

10. Section 10. Jurisdzctzon.-—Jurzsdzction of all pro-
ceedingshereunderis vestedin the courts designatedin
section2, subsection(4).

Sections 10, 11, Section 4. Sections10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of the
12, 13, 14 and 15 act, amendedAugust 19, 1953 (P. L. 1201),areamended
amended ~ngust to read:
19. 1953, P. L.

amended. Section [10] 11. Contentsof Complaintfor Support.
—The complaint shall be verified; and shall state the
name and,so far as known to the plaintiff, the address
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andcircumstancesof the defendant,his dependentsfor
whomsupportis sought,andall otherpertinentinforma-
tion. The plaintiff may include in or attachto the com-
plaint any informationwhich may help in locating or
identifying the defendant,including, but without limi-
tation, by enumeration,a photographof the defendant,
adescriptionof anydistinguishingmarksof his person,
other names and aliasesby which he has been or is
known, the nameof his employer,his finger prints, or
socialsecuritynumber.

Section [11] 12. District Attorney to Represent
Plaintiff.—The District Attorney, upon the requestof
the court or astateor local public welfareofficial, shall
representthe plaintiff in anyproceedingunder this act.

Section [12] 13. Complaint for a Minor.—A com-
plaint on behalfof aminor obligeemaybe broughtby a
personhaving legal custody of the minor without ap-
pointmentas guardianad litem.

Section [13] 14. Duty of Court of This Stateas Ini-
tiating State.—If the court of this State,acting as an
initiating state,finds that the complaintsetsforth facts
from which it may be determinedthat the defendant
owesaduty of supportandthata courtof the respond-
ing statemayobtainjurisdiction of the defendantor his
property, it shall so certify; andshall causethreecopies
of (1) thecomplaint, (2) its certificate,and (3) thisact
to be transmittedto the court in the respondingstate.
If the nameandaddressof suchcourt is unknown,and
the respondingstate has an information agency com-
parableto thatestablishedin the initiating state,it shall
causesuchcopiesto be transmittedto thestateinforma-
tion agencyor other proper official of the responding
state,with a requestthatit forwardthem to the proper
court, and that the court of the respondingstate ac-
knowledge their receipt to the court of the initiating
state.

Section [14] 15. Costs andFees.—~A] There shall
be no filing feeor other coststaxableto theobligee,buta
court of this State,actingeither as an initiating or re-
spondingstate,may, in its discretion, direct that any
part of or all feesand costs incurred in this State, in-
cluding, without limitation, by enumeration,feesfor fil-
ing service of process,seizure of property, and steno-
graphic service, of both plaintiff and defendant, or
either,shall be paidby the obligor or thecounty. Where
the action is brought by or through the State or an
agencythereof,thereshall be no filing fee.

Section [151 16. Jurisdictionby Arrest.—Whenthe
court of this State,actingeither as an initiating or re-
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Section 15.1 of
the act, amended
July 3, 1957,
P. L. 448,
further amended.

spondingstate,hasreasonto believe that the defendant
may flee the jurisdiction, it may, (a) as an initiating
state, request in its certificate that the court of the
respondingstate obtain the body of the defendantby
appropriateprocess, if that be permissible under the
law of the respondingstate.,or (b) as a respondingstate,
obtain the body of thedefendantby appropriateprocess.

Section 5. Section 15.1 of the act, amendedJuly 3,
1957 (P. L. 448), is amendedto read:

Section [15.1] 16.1. CompellingAttendance.—(a)At
all stagesof proceedingsprovided under this act, the
court may compel the attendance,by attachmentprocess
directed to the sheriff or other proper officer of the
county, directing and commandingthat the obligor be
brought before the court at such time as the court may
direct, at which time the court may adjudgesuchperson
in contemptof court, and, in its discretion,may commit
suchpersonto the county jail or houseof correctionfor
a period not exceedingsix (6) months. Wheneveran
attachmentis issued in counties of the first class, the
obligor shall be brought beforethe court forthwith, but
in any eventwithin forty-eight (48) hours or two court
working days,whicheveris the longer from the time the
obligor is takenin custodyof law pursuantto the attach-
ment; at which time, if the court shall find, after hear-
ing, that the obligor haswilfully neglected,or refusedto
comply with any order of the court, the court may ad-
judge such personin contempt of court and, in its dis-
cretion, may commit such personto the county jail or
house of correction until compliance with said order,
but in no casefor a period exceedingsix (6) months,
and the court in its order shall statethe condition upon
which fulfillment will result; in the releaseof the obligor.

(b) At any stageof the proceedingsunder this act,
upon affidavit of obligeethat the obligor is aboutto leave
the jurisdiction, an attachmentmay be issued,directed
to the sheriff or otherproperofficer of the county, direct-
ing that the personnamedbe brought before the court
at suchtime as the court may direct, at which time the
court may direct’ that the personnamedgive security.
by one or moresureties,to appearwhendirectedby the
court, or to comply with any order of the court.

Wheneveran attachmentis issued in counties of the
first class,the obligor shall be brought before the court
forthwith, but in any event within forty-eight (48)
hoursor two court working days,whicheveris the longer
from the time the obligor is taken in custodyof the law
pursuantto the attachment;at which time, if the court
shall find, after hearing, l;hat the obligor is about to
leave the jurisdiction, the court may direct that he give
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security, by one or more sureties,to appearwhen di-
rectedby thecourt, or to complywith anyorder of court.

(c) The court in the respondingstateshall havethe
authority to issue a benchwarrant for the immediate
arrestof the obligor. The obligor shallhavethe right to
postbail in anamountsetby thecourt for thesubsequent
hearing. In countiesof the first class, the obligor shall
havea hearing before the court forthwith, but in any
eventwithin forty-eight (48) hours or two court work-
ing days, whicheveris the longer from the obligor’s ar-
rest;at which time, the obligorshallhavearight to post
bail in an amount set by the court for the subsequent
hearing. In counties of the first class,if the obligor is
unableto postbail in the amountset by thecourt for the
subsequenthearing, said hearingshall be held as soon
thereafteras is feasible,but in no easelater than thirty
(30) dayssubsequentto the obligor’s arrest,exceptthat,
if the obligor on being informed of the right hereunder
requestsof the court a continuance,a continuancefor
thirty (30) daysmay be granted.

Section 6. Sections16, 17 and18 of the act, amended
August19, 1953 (P. L. 1201),areamendedto read:

Section [16] 17. State Information Agency.—The
Departmentof [Public Assistance] Public Welfare is
herebydesignatedas the State InformationAgency un-
der this act, and it shall be the duty of the Secretaryof
[Public Assistance] Public Welfare:

(1) To compilea list of the courtsandtheir addresses
in this Statehaving jurisdictionunderthis act andtrans-
mit the sameto the State Information Agency of every
other state which has adopted this or a substantially
similar act.

(2) To maintaina registerof suchlists receivedfrom
other statesand to transmit copies thereof as soon as
possibleafter receiptto every court in this Statehaving
jurisdiction under this act.

Section [17] 18. Duty of the Court and Officials of
This StateasRespondingState.—~Whenj(a) After the
court of this State, acting as a respondingstate, [re-
ceives] hasreceivedfrom the court of an initiating state
the aforesaidcopies, [it] the clerk of the court shall
[(1)] docket the cause [; (2)] and notify the district
attorney [; (3) set a time and place for a hearing;and
(4) takesuchaction as is necessary,in accordancewith
the laws of this State to obtain jurisdiction] of this
action.

(b) It shall be the duty of the district attorney,dili-
gently, to prosecutethe case. He shall take all action
necessaryin accordancewith the laws of this State to

Sections 16. 17
and 18 of the
act, amended
August 19, 1953,
P. L. 1201,
further amended.
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give the court jurisdiction of the defendantor his prop-
erty and shall requestthe court to set a time and place,
for a hearing.

Section [18. Further1)uty of RespondingCourt.—
If acourt of this State,actingas arespondingstate,is
unable to obtain jurisdiction of the defendantor his
property,dueto inaccuraciesor inadequaciesin the com-
plaint, or otherwise, the court shall communicatethis
fact to the court in the ini.tiating state,shall on its own
initiative useall means at; its disposalto trace the de-
fendantor his property,andshall hold the casepending
the receiptof moreaccurateinformation or an amended
complaint from the court in the initiating state.I
19. Further Duties of Court and Officials in the Re-
spondingState.—(a)The district attorneyshall, on his
own initiative, useall meansat his disposalto trace the
defendantor his property,and if due to inaccuraciesof
the complaintor otherwisethe court cannotobtain juris-
diction, the district attorney shall inform the court of
what he hasdone,and requestthe court to continuethe
casependingreceiptof moreaccurateinformation or an
amendedcomplaintfrom thecourt in the initiating state.

(b) If the defendantor his property is not found in
the county and the district attorney discovers by any
meansthat the defendantor his property maybe found
in another county of this State or in another state,he
shall so inform the court and, thereupon,the clerk of
the court shall forward the documentsreceivedfrom the
court in theinitiating stateto a court in the other county
or to a court in the other state or to the information
agencyor other proper official of the other statewith a
request that it forward the documentsto the proper
court. Thereupon,both the court of the other county
and any court of this State receiving the documents,
and the district attorney, have the samepowers and
dutiesunder this act as if the documentshad beenorig-
inally addressedto them. Whenthe clerk of a court of
this ‘State retransmits documentsto another court, he
shall notify forthwith the court from which the docu-
mentscame.

(c) If the district attorney has no information as to
the whereaboutsof the obligor or his property, he shall
so inform the initiating court.

~
1

of~Ma~ 2t9 Section7. The act is amendedby adding two new
ameidedby add sectionsto read:
Ing two new
;e

1
ctlons 20 and Section20. Hearing and Determination.—If the

plaintiff is absentfrom the respondingstateand the de-
fendant presentsevidencewhich constitutesa defense.
the court shall continuethe casefor further hearing and
the submissionof evidenceby bothparties.
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Section21. Evidenceof Husbandand Wife.—Laws
attachinga privilege against the disclosureof communi-
cations betweenhusbandand wife are inapplicable to
proceedingsunder this act. Husbandand wife are com-
.petentwitnessesto testify to any relevantmatterinclud-
ing marriage and parentage.

Section 8. Sections19 and 20 of the act, amended
August19, 1953 (P. L. 1201),areamendedto read:

Section [19] 22. Orderof Support._*If the court of
the respondingstatefinds a duty of support,it may or-
der the defendantto furnish support or reimbursement
therefor, and subject the property of the defendantto
such order. The court and district attorney of any
countywhere the obligor is presentor haspropertyhave
the samepowersand dutiesto enforcethe order as have
those of the countywhereit wasfirst issued. If enforce-
mentis impossibleor cannot be completedin the county
where the order was issued,the district attorney shall
transmit a certified copy of the order to the district at-
torney of any county where it appears that procedures
to enforcepaymentof theamountduewould be effective.
The district attorney to whomthe certified copy of the
order is forwarded shall proceedwith enforcementand
report the results of the proceedingsto the court first
issuing the order.

Section [20] **23 RespondingState to Transmit
Copies to Initiating State.—Thecourt of this State,
whenactingasarespondingstate,shall causetobe trans-
mitted to the court of the initiating state,a copy of all
ordersof support or for reimbursementtherefor.

Section 9. Section21 ***~f the act, amendedJuly 3,
1957 (P. L. 448), is amendedto read:

Section [21] 24. Additional Powers of Court.—In
additionto the foregoingpowers,thecourt of this State,
when acting as the respondingstate,has the power to
subject the defendantto such terms and conditions as
the court maydeemproper to assurecompliancewith its
orders,andin particular—

(a) To require the defendantto furnish recognizance
in the form of a cashdepositor bond of such character
and in suchamountas the court maydeemproper to as-
surepaymentof any amountrequiredto be paid by the
defendant.

(b) To require the defendantto make paymentsat
specified intervals to the clerk of the court or other
officers designatedby the court, [or the obligee,Jandto

* “~~“ in original.
‘ “25” in original.

“* “of the act” omitted in or~gina1.

Sections 19 and
20 of the act.
amended August
19. 1953,P. L.
1201, further
amended.

Section 21 of the
act, amended
July 3, 1957,
P. L. 448.
further amended.
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reportpersonallyto suchclerkor otherofficer designated
by the court at such timesas may be deemednecessary.

(c) To punish the defendantwho shall violate any
order of the court, to the sameextent as is provided by
law for contemptof the court in any other suit or pro-
ceeding cognizableby the court, but in countiesof the
first class,no suchpunishmentshall be administeredun-
til the court shall find, after hearing, that the violation
waswilful.

and 24 of the Section 10. Sections 22, 23 and 24 of the act,
At19 1953 amendedAugust 19, 1953 (P. L. 1201), are amendedto
P. ~. 1201, ‘ read:
further amended.

Section [22] 25. Additional Duties of the Court of
This State When Acting as a RespondingState.—The
court of this State, when acting as a respondingstate,
shall havethe following duties, which may be carried
out through the clerk of the court or other officer desig-
nated by the court:

(a) Upon the receipt of a paymentmade by the de-
fendantpursuantto any order of the court or otherwise,
to transmit the sameforthwith to the court of the ini-
tiating state;and,

(b) Upon request,to furnish to the court of the ini-
tiating state,a certified statementof all paymentsmade
by the defendant.

Section [23] 26. Additional Duty of the Court of
This State When Acting as an Initiating State.—The
court of this State, when acting as an initiating state,
shall havethe duty, which may be carriedout through
the clerk of the court or other officer designatedby the
court, to receive and disburseforthwith all payments
madeby the defendantor transmittedby the court of
the respondingstate.

[Section 24. Evidenceof HusbandandWife.—Laws
attachinga privilege againstthe disclosureof communi-
cations betweenhusbandand wife are inapplicable to
proceedingsunderthis act. Husbandand wife arecom-
petentwitnessesto testify to any relevantmatter,includ-
ing marriageandparentage.]

~ ~% Section 11. The act is amendedby addinganew see-
amended by add- tion to read:
log a new section
27.

Section27. ProceedingsNot to be Stayed.—Nopro-
ceeding under this act shall be stayedbecauseof the
existenceof a pending action for divorce, separation,
annulment, dissolution, habeas corpus or custody
proceeding.
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Section 12. Sections25 and 26 of the act, amended
August 19, 1953 (P. L. 1201), areamendedto read:

Section [25] 28. Application of Payments.—[Any]
No order of supportissuedby acourt of this State,when
acting as a respondingstate,shall [not] supersedeany
[previous] other order of support [issued in a divorce
or separatemaintenanceaction], but the amountsfor
a particular period paid pursuantto either order shall
be creditedagainstamountsaccruingor accruedfor the
sameperiod underboth.

Section [26] 29. Effect of Participationin Proceed-
ing.—Partieipationin any proceedingsunder this act
shall not confer upon any court jurisdiction of any of
the partiestheretoin any other proceeding.

Section 13. The act is amendedby adding a new
sectionto read:

Section 30. Inter-County Applicaiion.—This act is
applicablewhenboth the plaintiff and the defendantare
in this State but in different counties. If the court of
the countyin which this petition is filed finds that the
petition sets forth facts from which it may be deter-
mined that the defendantowes a duty of support and
finds that a court of another county in this State may
obtain jurisdiction of the defendantor his property,the
clerk of the- court shall send three copies of the com-
plaint and a certification of the findings to the court o”
the county in which the defendantor his property is
found. The clerk of the court of the county receiving
thesecopies shall notify the district attorney of their
receipt. Thedistrict attorneyand the court in the county
to which the copiesare forwardedshall thenhaveduties
correspondingto thoseimposedupon them when acting
for the stateas a respondingstate.

Section 14. The act is amendedby adding a new
article andsix new sectionsto read:

Article IV.
Registrationof Foreign SupportOrders

Section 31. Additional Remedies.—Ifthe duty of
support is basedon a foreign support order, the obligee
has the additional remediesprovided in the following
sections:

Section32. Registration.—Theobligee may register
the foreign support order in a court of this Statein the
manner with the effect and for the purposes herein
provided.

Section 33. Registry of Foreign Support Orders.—
The clerk of the court shall maintain a Registry of

Sections 25 and
26 of the act,
amended August
19, 1953, P. L.
1201, further
amended.

Act of May 10,
1951, P. L. 279.
amended by add-
ing a new section
80.

Act of May 10,
1951. P. L. 279,
amendedby add-
ing a new article
IV. and six new
sections 31, 32,
33, 34, 35 and
36.
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Foreign SupportOrders in whichheshall record foreign
support orders.

Section34. Petition for Registration.—Thepetition
for registration shall be verified, and shall set forth the
amountremainingunpaid, and a list of any other states
in which the supportorder is registered,and shall have
attachedto it a certified copyof the supportorder with
all modificationsthereof. The foreign support order is
registeredupon the filing of the complaint subjectonly
to subsequentorder of confirmation.

Section35. Jurisdictionand Procedure.—Theproce-
dure to obtain jurisdiction of the personor property of
theobligor shall beasprov?dedin civil cases. Theobligor
may assertany defenseavailable to a defendant-inan
action on a foreign judgment. If the obligor defaults,
the court shall enter an order confirming the registered
support order and determiningthe amountsremaining
unpaid. If the obligor appearsand a hearing is held,
the court shall adjudicate the issues including the
amountsremainingunpaid.

Section36. Effect and Enforcement.—Thesupport
order, as confirmed,shall havethe sameeffectand may
be enforcedas if originally enteredin the court of this
State. The proceduresfor the enforcementthereof shall
be as in civil cases,including the power to punish the
defendantfor contemptas in the caseof other orders for
paymentof alimony, maintenanceor support enteredin
this State.

act amendedthe Section 15. Section 27 of the act, amendedAugust
~ 1953. 19, 1953 (P. L. 1201), is amendedto read:
further amended. . . . . -

Section [27] 37. Severabihty.—If any provision
hereof, or the applicationthereof, to any personor cir-
cumstancesis held invalid, such invalidity shall not
affect other provisionsor applicationsof the act which
can be given effect without the invalid provision or ap-
plication, and to this end the provisionsof this act are
declaredto be severable.

~ 1~ Section 16. The act is amendedby adding two new
nmezdedby add sectionsto read:
lag two new
~ct!ons 38 and Section38. Uniformity of Interpreiation.—This act

shalt be so construedas to effectuateits generalpurpose
to makeuniform the law of thosestateswhich enact it.

Section39. Short Title.—Thisact may be cited as
the “Uniform ReciprocalEnforcementofSupportAct.”
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Section 17. Section 28 of the act, amendedAugust SectIon 28 of the
19, 1953 (P. L. 1201), is amendedto read: Au~ust19 1953

Section [28] 40. Effective Date.—Theprovisions of ir~e~~’ended.
this act shall become effective immediately upon final Effective date.

enactment.
Section 18. The provisions of this amending act

shall becomeeffectiveimmediatelyupon final enactment.

APPROVED—The9th day of September,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 341

AN ACT
Amendingthe act of March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30), entitled “An act

relating to thepublic school system,including certainprovisions
applicable as well to private and parochial schools;amending,
revising, consolidatingand changingthe laws relating thereto,”
providing Commonwealthreimbursementto schooldistricts on
accountof migratory children attendingtheir schools.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- Public School
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows: Code of 1949.

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30),
known as the “Public School Codeof 1949,” is amended
by adding,after section 2502.1, a new section to read:

Section2502.2. Paymentson Account of Migratory
Children.—Everyschool district regardlessof classifica-
tion shall be paid by the Commonwealthfor the school
term 1958-1959and for everyschool term thereafter in
addition to other reimbursementby the Commonwealth,
the sum of onedollar ($1) per day not exceedingforty
days during any school term for each migratory child
attendingany of its public schools. “Migratory child”
is defined as any child domiciled temporarily in any
school district for the purposeof seasonalagricultural
employmentbut not acquiring residence therein, and
any child accompanyinghis parents or guardian who is
so domiciled.

APPROVED—The9th day of September,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30), entitled “An act
relatingto the public school system,including certainprovisions
applicable as well to private and parochial schools; amending,

Act of March 10,
1949, P. L. 30,
amended by add-
ing a new section
2502.2.

No. 342

AN ACT


